
DELHI UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 

ci.No. V 2 :mi f'v ^1 

„ _ Date of release for loan 

Ac. No. 14 3 3^^^ 3 1 DEC. 1962 

This book should be returned on or before the date last stamped 
below. An overdue charge of Six nP. will he charged for each day 
the book is kept overtime. 




KHANDESH BHIL CORPS. 




Jietitcateb 


TO LOVERS OF KHANDESH,' 




A '"memoir 

OF THE 

KHANDESH BHIL CORPS 

1825-1891 


COMPILED FROM ORIGINAL RECORDS 
BY 

A. H. A. SIMCOX, I.CS. 

« ' 

Collector, East Khandcsh 


WITH A PREFACE BY 

Lieut.*Col. R M. BETH AM, the 101st Grenadiers 


BOMBAY : 

THACKER & COMPANY LIMITED 




CONTENTS. 


I’Ace 

Preface, By Lieut. -Col. K. M. Belli im. The 101st Gren.uliers i 

Author’s Foreword iii 

Chapter I. — ^Xhe Proviiiee of Kluindesh . . ... 1 

Chapter II.— The Bhils g 

Chapter III. — The British oecuputiuii of Khaiulesh. 1818-1825 • 15 

Chapter IV. — Lieutenant James Outraiu and the Fouudiiijr of tlie Bliil Corps. 

182,5 33 

Chaxiter V. — First signs of progress. 1825 ... 49 

Cliapter VI. — The Levy heeoiiies a Batbilioii. 182.5-1828 ... '... 61 

Cliupler VII. — ^Tlx Bhil Corps on Duty. 1828-1885 109 

Chapter VIII.— llutriim’.s work in lvhande.sli. 1825-1835 128 

Chapter IX. — Lieulciiaiit Graham, Comiiuimlanl. 1835-1811 141- 

Chapter X.— Ciipluiu .Morris, Coniiuaiidaiil. 1841-1855 154 

Cliapter Xt. — Tlie Calm Ijel'oro llie Storm, and Ihe Storm. 1865-1858 199 

Cliapter Xll.— Truiisilioii from Military to Police. 1858-1862 . . 248 

Chapter Xlll. — Final conversion into .Vrmed Police. 1862-1891 270 

Chapter XIV. — Farewell 277 

Roll of Officers. 1825-1862 270 

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS. 


The Outrain Statue, Calcutta Frontispiece. 

Outram’s Bungalow, Dharangaon To face page.. 54 

Facsimile of a. letter from Oiitram „ ,, 93 

Memorial to Oiitrnin, Dharangaon 143 

Porlrait of Major Probyii '* 270 

Map I. Inserted in back cover. 




PREFACE. 

I N these prosaic days, the “ Pax Britannica ” having been established 
throughout India, it is hard to realize that, not so very long 
ago, the country was overrun by armed gangs, and that a state of 
lawless’iiess, somewhat similar to that which now prevails among the 
tribes on the North-West frontier, existed. 

These gangs proved a veritable jiest in their immediate neigh- 
bourhood. Tliey terrorised the populace by murder, looting, rob- 
beries and dacoitics. It was, therefore incumbent on the Government 
to take steps to establish law and order in those })rovinccs where such 
gangs existed. 

^Thc employment of regular troops proved unsatisfactory. It 
was found that their discipline sufforc<l on being split up into small 
detachmonls, and that they contr.acted mnch sickness by serving in 
unhealthy localities. Further, it was not jilways ])olitic to use them, 
and the cost was prohibitive. 

The.se circmn.stances led to the formation of Local Corps, such 
.a,s the Khfindesli Bhil Corps. The wisdom of the decision arrived 
at, subscciucnt events have abundantly j)roved. 

The object in raising a Local Corps i.< to restore order in a 
lawless l)i.striet and to preserve it llicrcnfter. This is effected by 
inducing those who take to the road, us the Bhils did, to join its 
ranks. At tlic start, it is a difficult task. Men who have been in 
the habit of plundering, murdering, robbing and looting, are most 
difficult to allure into the net of discipline, "i’hey are suspicious and 
look askance. It must bo pointed out to them that an honest liveli- 
hood is preferal)le to one connected with theft, robbery and crime, 
which punishment is ’sure to follow. 

Once pi'cjudice .and fears have bcen.alaycd, it is self evident 
that these are the very men required. They are bravo to a fault ; 
no enterprize is too daring for them ; they arc acquainted witli 
every hill path, refuge, rctrciit and forest in the Province. It is 
also more than probable that all the bntl characters are known to them. 

To make them law-abiding .subjects, however, is no light task. 
The best method to obtain this end is that their officers .should en- 
deavour to enlist them personally, to sheAV them that they trust them 
and mean to he their friends, and then to make them understand that 
much is expected of them. After tin's come drill atid discipline, 
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proper clothing- and housing. So much effected they gradually 
learii to see that an honest living is the best. At first any material 
that offers must be accepted. Later it is better to restrict recruit- 
ing to young men. The advantage of this is that they are more 
easily led and instructed, as well as weaned from bad habits, should 
such have been unfoi-tunately contracteiL 

The duties of a Local Corps .are dual. They require to be 
sufficiently well drilled and disciplined to he able to take the field 
alone, or beside the regulars. In times of peace their duties are akin 
to those of the Police. 

When it is necessary to raise a new Corps, it is evident that the 
officer selected for the duty should be possessed of exceptional quali- 
ties. Great administrative ability is not the only consideration, he 
must bo capable of winning the affection and confidence of those 
with whom he will be required to serve. It was indeed fortunate for 
the Avclfarc of the Kliandesh Bhil Corps, that the choice fell on 
Outram, the Bayard of tlic East, of whom it can be truthfully said 
tlittt he was “ Sans peur ct sans reproche.” Although but 22 years 
of age when the task of raising the Corps was assigned him, he 
proved he was fully capable of coping with it. It is more than pro- 
bable that the experience gained then, combined with the responsi- 
bilities connected therewith, had much to do with the formation of 
his character, and led up to his brilliant achievements in later life. 

While perusing the records of “The Khandesh Bhil Corps ” so 
ably collated by ^Ir. A. H. A. Simcox, one cannot fail to be interes- 
ted, nor can one hut acknowledge the wonderful services the Bhils 
performed, and how' extraordinarily useful they proved themselves to 
be. As one closes the pages of the book a tinge of regret appears 
at the thought that this gallant body of men no longer exists, and 
that its extinction is due almost entirely to the part the Corps itself 
played in restoring law and order in Khandesh. There is, however, 
one consolation, namely, that the past can never be taken from the 
Corps. In publishing these records Mr. Simcox serves to keep its 
memory green and appeals not only to “ lovers of Khandesh,” but to 
all lovers of brave men and their deeds of daring. 

R. M. BETHAM, Lieut.-Col., 

The 101s# Gremdiere. 
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T hose who dwcll nowa(.la 3 's in the Bombaj- Presidency live in 
a peace so profound, that it may seem to them difficult to 
imagine any very different conditions. That the Marathas were once 
the most feared race in India, that hordes of ill-paid mercenary Arabs 
wandered armed and oppressed the country in the name of this or 
that master, that the Bhils descended from their eyries and swept 
the plains of man}’ a fair district, that the Pindaris were a constant 
menace on the eastern frontier ; all those things influence modern 
life as much, and are as often in the public mind, as the Wars of the 
Roses In England. Yet it were not well that the names and deeds 
of the great men to whom we owe our present peace and comfort 
be forgotten. It is true that so long as an Englishman remains in 
India, 4.he name of Outram can never die. But even Outram is re- 
membered at Lucknow and forgotten in Bombay. That he w’orked 
as hard, and sacrificed himself as readil}’, when he was a Subaltern 
as when he was a General, is little known. As for the many other 
less prominent, but still admirable, men whose names appear in this 
book, it would be safe to sa}’ that few of the present generation 
have even heard of them. In fact, many of their names are better 
kept alive in the traditions of the country people than in the litera- 
ture of the educated. 

Where would be the prosperity of Bombav’, if every available 
acre in Khandesh w ere not sowm with cotton ? What would be the 
feelings of the soldiers at Poona, Ahmednagar, and Aurangabad 
if they were required to patrol the Satpuras and Satmalas in force 
every season ? Not a soldier now remains in the Province, nor is 
the need of military force ever felt. Ravenous beasts are so scarce, 
that it is hardly worth while for the shikari to come to Khandesh. 

I trust I have given sufficient reason for this book, a small 
addition to the glorious traditions of the Bombay Presidency, both 
military and civil. 

My readers will please note that I have assumed a general 
knowledge of contemporary history, and more particularly of the 
events of 1818 and of 1837-58. I have not attempted comparisons of 
local events with those occurring elsewhere, nor connexions between 
local events and the general history of India, but have confined 
myself to the history of the Province and its local . corps, seeking 
only to keep alive the memory of great men and great ^ deeds, and 
leaving my renders to compare, connect, and conclude as they will. 
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I make no excuse for quoting freely from official letters, 
quaint as is sometimes their language. Nor have I attempted to 
‘ hunterianize ’ the spelling of the old records. It is familiar 
enough to those who know India, that what was once Candeish is 
now Khandesh, that Dhurrungaum and DharaTigaon are the same 
place, and that Bhyria is phonetic for Bahcrya. I must plead guilty 
ho having placed a few stops in some of the old letters. Critics may 
possibly say that I have not placed enough. If one might find 
fault with Outram, one would say that his sentences arc longer, 
more pauseless and breathless th.an his forced marches. 

It remains to express my gratitude to those who have assisted 
me. Sir F. B. Outram has niost kindly sent me many interesting 
family records, on which I have freely indented. Mr. Rudyard Ivip- 
ling has assisted me with valuable suggestions. Mr. R. D. Boll, 
Under Secretary to Government, has had the Secrebiriat files searched, 
and Mr. Balvant Mahadeo, the Record-keeper, has kindly sent me the 
files I needed, and has even been at pains to mark the pages for me. 
Mr. Cui'tis has also sent me some extracts from the Commissioner’s 
records. Mr. K. R. Banian jl. Collector of West Khandesh, has been 
most kind in allowing mo the use of many of his office files. 
Colonel Rurrard, Director-General of Indian Surveys, has had the 
accompanying map prepared for me. The Officers Commanding the 
Regiments from which the Bhil Corps officers were drawn and the 
Station Staff Officer, Poona, have kindly searched their regimental 
records for information regarding Ihosc officers, not always with 
success. Sir Lesley Probyn, Mr. (h-awlcy^ Boevpy, Dr. Pollen, TVIr. 
i\I. Kennedy, and i\[r. H. iM. Gibbs have supplied me with reminis- 
cences of Oliver T’robyn. T.ast, but not least, my dear wife has copied 
out for me. all the extracts f rom old records embodied in the hook. 
Timeworn and crabbed as many of them were, the task was not an 
easy one. T’o all these I render my sincere thanks, and trust the 
result may not disappoint them. 

The binding is an attempt to reproduce Outram’s old colours, 
dark blue with green facings, and the Mutiny medal which the 
Corps so well earned. 

Judge, criticize, condemn .as you will, yet be a little merciful 
to one of your number, for to you, .as the title page says, I com- 
mend my work, <) Lovers of Khandesh. 

A. H. A. SIMCOX. 

Camp at Ravkr, 
l6//i January 1913. 
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CHAPTER I. 


THE PROVINCE OF KHANDESH. 
rpilE limits of the Province of Khaiidcsh have been differently des- 

cribed at various periods. In the “ Ain-i-ALbari ” is an account 
of ‘the Subah of Dandesh, also named Ivliandesh. The compiler of 
that* work states that Jamod, now in Bcrar, is the eastern boundary 
of the Subah, and gives Laling near Dhulia as the western . limit. 
Nothing is said about the southern boundary, and Pal is the only 
place mentioned on the noi'th. Asirgadh is stated to be the 
residence of the Governor, and brief notes arc given about scvei*al 
other towns. It is noticeable that all the towns mentioned are in 
the eastern half of the province, except one, Thalner, which is on the 
'I’apti river in Shirpur Taluka. The western half of the province is 
practically ignored. Probably the reason is that the main through 
route of those days was from north-east to south-west, through 
the Asirgadh gorge, across East Khandesh, and up the Ajanta 
Pass into the Deccan towards Daulatabad and Ahmcdnagar. The 
compiler of “ Ain-i-Akbari fiu'thcr assigns Nandurbar to Malva 
Sublia, and treats Baglan as an independent region, rightly belong- 
ing to Gujarat. The Subha is said to be jjopulatcd by Kunbis, 
Bhils, and Gonds, all very industrious, and the last named famous 
for taming lions. 

Tavernier, the French diamond merchant w'ho travelled all over 
India in the days of Aurangzib, made his starting point at Surat, 
and travelled through Khandesh .it least twice. He, however, docs 
not allude bo territorial divisions, but only gives itineraries. He 
mentions Navapur <is producing the I)est rice in India, and 
Burhanpur as being a place of importance. Ho also has a story 
about Ankai Fort, near IManm.ul. , 

Ferishta again does not mcnlioii the boundaries of Khandesh 
though he often refers to the local dynasty, which claimed to be 
descended from tlic Khalif Umar. ^ 
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In more recent times, up to the beginning of British rule, the 
province finds little notice in history. Its people are, and appa- 
rently always have been, attached to the soil, loth to emigrate, averse 
to any service which might take them outside visiting distance 
of their native towns. They have always paid the demands of 
whatever conquerors might happen to be their overlords for the 
time being. All they have asked is to be let alone to cultivate their 
lands. They have never produced a leader of men, who should mar- 
shal his compatriots to conquest. But however little the people of 
tlie province may have cherished ambition, the various foreign con- 
querors who from time to time passed through Khandesh did jnot 
fail to observe its rich soil and abundant capacity for prodycing 
revenue. It will suffice, as evidence of this, to describe the state of 
Khandesh at the beginning of British rule in 1818. Sindia then held 
the parganas of Chopda, Pacliora, and Yaval, and many isolated vil- 
lages. Holkar laid claim to large tracts in the province, and it was 
indeed on the cession of his clahns by the treaty of Maudleshwar that 
the Company first entered the province, in order to take over the 
ceded tracts. The Nizam had ovei’steppcd the Satmalas in the south 
and had dominion over many villages. The Peshva claimed the 
remainder of the province and had many resident Jahagirdars and 
officers, the chief of whom was the Uajabahadur of Malegaon. Parola 
was a fief of the crown of Jhansi. The Nawab of Wai claimed feudal 
rights over the pargana of Ei’andol, and the Gaikwad over those 
parts of Baglau which arc dominated by the hill fort of Saler. 
Asirgadh and Burhanpur wex-c overrun by Pindari chiefs. On the 
Satmala Hills, the Satpura Mountains, and the Akrani were many 
semi-independent Bhil chieftains. 

By conquest, forfeiture, exchange, or lapse, most of these 
foreign overlords have vanished, and the province may now be des- 
cribed as all British. The natural frontier to the south has, however, 
never been reasserted, the tehsil of Buidianpur has since very early 
times been considered to be jiart of the Central Provinces, and the 
remainder of the province has been cut up to form part of the dis- 
trict of Nasik, and more recently the two districts of East and West 
Khandesh. 

Teri'itorially and etluiographically the boundaries of Khandesh 
are well defined. On the north lie the Satpura Mountains, from 
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Kathi State to Asirgadh. On the south is the Satmala and Ajanta 
Range from the Sahyadris to the border of Borar, having only one 
small gap between Chnndor and Manmad, through which the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway main line now runs. On the west are 
the Sahyadris or Western Ghats, as far as the Tapti, and north of 
that river tire Kathi Hills, and on the east the rough range of 
hills lying between ,Tamner, Edalabad, and the Berars. 

In short, the province consists of the basins of the Tapti and 
its affluents from Asirgadh on the east to the Sahyadris on the 
west. Within these limits the people of the soil, though themselves 
split up into innumerable castes and divisions, are so far an united 
whole that they will not intermarry with those from outside, and 
that iJiey have always maintained a peculiar set of weights and 
measures. 

There is no writteir history of Khandosh. The caves of Ajanta 
are within its territorial limits, and those of Ellora only just outside. 
There arc also cave temples at Patna in the Chalisgaon Taluka. 
Judging by the importance of these monuments, it may bo assumed 
that in Buddhist days, and in the time when Hinduism re-asserted 
itself, Khandesh was no unimportant province. There is an ancient 
temple in the Shii’pur Satpuras whicJi has on one side a 
Buddha, and on the other the boar-avatar of Vishnu. Many ancient 
monolithic temples, wells, and tanks exist .-ill over the province. 
These are usually assigned by tradition either to the Pandavs or 
to the “ Gaoli Rajas.” Though there is no history of the Gaoli 
Rajas, the universality of the tradition that they existed indicates 
that in pre-Mussulman days the province must have owned some 
dynasty of Hindu kings, whose revenue was derived from the 
forests. 

Most of the plains of Khandesh would appear to have been in 
prehi-storic times a lake or inland sea. There are distinct beaches 
of water-worn pebbles and boulders to be found in many places 
at the foot of the Satpura and Satmala Hills. The plain itself 
undulates, but not to a great extent, and averages some TOO feet 
above sea level. There arc, however, isolated ranges of low liills 
in the interior, rising sometimes to 1,^00 feet. At the w'e.st 
end, the plain ri.scs rapidly towards the Sahyadris. The 
surrounding mountains are usually precipitous, and have been 
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cut by the action of water into a variety of craggy peaks, varying 
in height from 5,000 feet to 2,500 feet. In many cases the isolated 
peaks ai’e formed of enormous blocks of black basalt, with level tops, 
and sides scarped to a depth of several hundreds of feet. So per- 
pendicular are the sides of the scarps, that many of them appear 
as if they had been .artificially formed. Such peaks arc invariiibly 
called ‘Killa,’ and ever}’ one of them shows more or less signs of 
having been rendered defensible. If the scarp was natural!}' inacces- 
sible, one or more st.aircases were cut in it, and defended with door- 
ways. If there were weak points in the scarp, they were protected 
by parapet walls. It is a curious fact that though these hills are 
isolated peaks, .and though the b.as.alt is most impervious to water, 
3 'et, .at certain levels, more or less distant from the top, a little 
excavation has succeeded in discovering a sure and perennial supply 
of pure water. Every one of these forts has one or more cave 
tanks, generally rectangular in plan, and often deepening as the exca- 
vation goes further into the rock, containing water. Every fort 
iilso has one or more dry caves, evidently used as residences, or as 
store rooms for grain or ammunition. Luxuriant grass is always to 
be found on the hill tops. iMorc admirable places for refuge or 
defence could not be imagined. From the form of the excavation it 
seems that these forts, though usuallj’' called ‘ Maratha Forts,’ have 
been used from very ancient times. Though seldom ornamented, as 
in the case of Ellora and Ajanta, with sculpture or painting, the 
water caves and dry caves present all the appearance of Buddhist 
cells. Moreover, the Marath.a genius was destructive, not construc- 
tive. Had the Mar.atha Kings or Peshvas undertaken works so 
extensive and laborious as the excavation of these chambers, the fact 
could not fail to have been noticed in history. The west and 
south frontiers of the province .abound in these isolated forts. The 
Satpuras on the north have not so many, but tlie whole range is 
inaccessible in the extreme, and .affords countless hiding places. 

On the plains every town .and village of importance was 
strongly fortified. Some, like Malcgnon and Parola, were surround- 
ed by chains of bastions connected by curtains and surrounded by a 
moat or dry ditch, with an ebaborate citadel-palace .at one angle. In 
smaller villages the outer walls of the houses themselves were built so 
as to form a continuous curtain wall, independent bastions being 
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provided at each gateway. The number and elaborateness of the 
fortifications and places of refuge surely indicate a perpetual dread 
of attack. It has been noted above that the people of Khandesh 
are neither bloodthirst}', warlike, nor ambitious. It is not likely, 
then, that each town, as on the North-west Frontier, was fortified 
against the attacks of its neighbours. Foreign enemies certainly 
have been shown to have passed and repassed, sometimes plundering 
and marching away, sometimes remaining as conquerors. Even 
these enemies, how-ever, appeared but r.arcly in the course of centuries, 
and do not suffice to account for the continual need of security 
shown in a province whose every village was a fortress, and whose 
every patU closed his village gates on himself, his belongings, and 
the folk in his charge every night. It follows that the province 
must have been infested with ever-present foes, who might appear 
in any numbers on any day or any night, and against whom every 
village must needs be constantly on the watch. That such foes 
existed, and in what manner they were rendered harmless, it is the 
purpose of this memoir to explain. 



CHAPTER II. 


THE BHILS. 

F rom a point north of Udaipur, over a triangular space, of 
Avhich the base is roughly the south boundary of the Provjnce 
of Khandesh, are found the Bhils.* Short, black, snub-nosed, 
usually ugly, but withal of a cheerful expression, they are easily 
distinguished from their neighbours. For it is only in a few very 
wild patches of jungle that the population is exclusively Bhil. In 
cultivated tracts they are found, a small colony on the outskirts of 
each village, combining in their persons the varied attributes of 
village police, bird-scarers and watchers of crops, general sportsmen, 
helots, Piets and Scot5, and ordinary footpads. They are, un- 
doubtedly, one of the chief remaining tribes of those people who 
inhabited the Peninsula of India before the Aryan incursion ; the 
inhabitants of the Dakshina-vana, known to Sanskrit authors only 
as monkeys and goblins. To this day, though they have adopted 
many Hindu customs, and speak languages largely borrowed 
from the Hindus among whom they live, they arc tacitly recognized 
as non-Hindu. They live choek by jowl with the untouchable, the 
scavengers, and cobblers ; they arc coupled with such out-castes in 
ordinary parlance. Yet , a Bhil may enter a temple or a house 
without defiling it, just as a Mussulman or a Christian may. He 
is not part of the schemo of caste at all. Further, the heir of the 
Sun, in whose veins flows the bluest blood in the world, the 
acknowledged head of all Rajputana, is not established on his 
throne till he has received on his forehead the tilak from the Bhil, 
who is a more ancient lord of the soil than the offspring of Rama 
himself. 

*An accurate description of their habitat ; may be found in the Introduction to 
VoK TX, Part TIT. of the “ Linguistic Survey of India” by Dr. G, A. Grierson. 
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-Mr. Rudyard Kipling lias given a vivid picture of many Bhil 
characteristics in “ The Tomb of His Ancestors,” one of the tales in 
“ A Day's Work.” Savage in habits, suspicious of civilization, yet 
faitliful as a dog to the master who has won his confidence, the 
Bhil fears the Government doctor, whom he suspects as being little 
belter than the witches of his own tribe ; and yet ho cheerfully faces 
a tiger on foot, though he is naked and only armed with a spear Or 
bow and arrows. 

Unfortunately for the Province of Khandesh, the uncertainty 
of its government during the years previous to British rule, and the 
exoi^bitant demands of officials, authorized or unauthorized, had 
reduced the cultivators to such distress that they were barely able 
to maintain themselves, much less those dependent on them. In 
every village and on every mountfiin road the Bhils were the 
^hereditary local police. In return for patrolling the village 
lands, destroying wild beasts, and escorting traveller’s through 
passes, they claimed maintenance from the villagers. In times 
of plenty this was cheerfully given, but the wars and oppres- 
sions of tliat period caused universal poverty and distress. Many 
villages were deserted altogether, and the inhabitants of those 
that remained cultivated such lands as they could, but were imme> 
diately plundered of the produce by the officers of the various 
Governments. 

At the time when police was most needed there was no food for 
the police. The Bhils, as true hill men, instinotivcly turned to their 
native hills. They forsook the villages which no longer maintained 
them, formed themselves into gangs, and took up positions in the 
mountains. Each gang found a leader in the person of tlie most 
daring robber of its number, and commenced to earn its living by 
highway robbery, and by nightly descents on villages from which 
money, valuablesj or cattle could be secured. So weak were tlie 
various Governments that instead of ti’ying to reduce or exterminate 
the gangs by force of arms, they would endeavour to placate them 
by ransom and tribute, not with the idea of inducing them to 
return to peaceful pursuits, but in order to cause them to maraud 
in other people’s territories. The Nizam’s officers and those of 
Holkar and Scindia seem to have kept the Bhils more or less regu- 
larly supplied, nay even to have systematically shared in their 
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plunder. Consequently the Bhil raids were ofteuest directed into 
Ivhandcsh. Those who had been tlie guardians of the peace became 
the bitterest foes of the people. Captain Briggs, the first Political 
Agent in Khandesh, remarks as follows on this subject : — 

“ From all I can learn the Police of Candeish was origi- 
nally entrusted to the Bhils and along the banks of the 
Tapty to the colies who during the time it is not 
fordable are employed in working the boats or rafts on 
that river. Under the former Government when they 
administered direct control over the province, the Police 
intelligence was entirely entrusted to the Bhils and the 
colics, the executive part to the Sibundics. There nvcrc a 
certain number of Bhils in each village who had lands or a 
portion of tire crops granted to them for their maintenance, 
and whose duty it was to conduct strangers beyond their 
limits and make them over in safety to the next village 
Bhils. 

“ They were the watchmen at night, they sat and protected 
passes during the day and night, and they guarded the 
cultivated fields. In these duties they were most useful to 
tlie inhabitants, but circumstances have driven the greatest 
part of them to seek shelter in the hills and they have 
now become the scourge of their own country. My detailed 
reports on the Bhils will have sufficiently informed you 
of their present condition and of the means which I have 
taken to induce them to abandon their habits. In each 
district Bhil nuiqs or chiefs were appointed to superintend 
the whole of the village Bhils, and the remains of this system 
is still maintained in the Districts of Gungturry, north 
of the Godavei'y, and in some of the Southern Districts of 
Candeish. 

*'The poverty of the ryots has induced them in the first 
instance to withhold the payments of the Bhils, the latter 
driven to necessity have taken to Irighway robbery, and the 
manner in which the Bhils who still remain in villages 
are treated is sufficient to drive them to desperation. In 
Candeish the prospect of plundering with impunity has, 
with other circumstances, deprived the villages of most of 
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their watchmen and the foKOsts and brushwood which cover 
the face of the country for many miles together are peculiar* 
ly advantageous for their attacks and favour their escape. 
Highway robberies attended with the most wanton and 
barbarous murders ai’e committed daily, and it is with tlie 
greatest difficulty a few offenders have been secured in order 
to make examples. . 

" I am convinced from the experience I have had that such 
arc the activity and intelligenec of the Bhils that no robbery 
is committed without their gaining immediate information 
of it, and those in whose vicinity these acts are committed 
generally share in the booty.” 

Captain Ovans, fii’st Southern Bhil Agent, also writes a similar 
account of the Satmala Bhils previous to 1818. , 

” The disturbances succeeding this unhappy period served to 
increase the confidence of these I)ands, and to recruit their 
strength. Many of the Xaiks now assumed the state of 
petty Rajas, and kept regular bodies of armed men in 
their pay for tire purjroses of plunder. The evil, too, was 
only increased by the attempts of the Native Governments 
to correct it. They did not hesitate to employ fraud, 
as AN ell as open force, to effect their object, and many cruel 
massacres of the Bhils are said to have taken place. Seeing, 
therefore, that their extermination Avas determined upon, 
they at last became utterly «lespcrate, and avenged them- 
selves on the surrounding country by such atrocities, as 
caused their very name to be equally dreaded and abhorred 
by the inhabitants.” 

It is true that there were at least tAvo other classes of 
marauders, distinct from the Bhils, Avho also prej'ed on Khan- 
desh. One of these Avas the Pindari tribe, Avhosc hunting-grounds 
extended AvestAvards as far as the Asirgadh Hills, and who 
occasionally raided Khandesh. They did not fail to find adhe- 
rents, imitators, and harbourers in the Tadvi and Nahal Bhils of the 
Satpuras. 

Another class of desperadoes was the Arab contingent, 
imported in the latter years of the PesliAvas’ rule. These Arabs 
formed the garrisons of some of the more important toAvns, but 
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were also foiuul in small rlctaehments, serving’ whatever master payer! 
them best, and never failing to desert and plunder him when his 
exchequer showed sig’us of emptiness. How well they could fight 
may be read in tiie description bv C.aptain Briggs of the siege of 
Alalegaon, reproduced in the Naaik District Gazetteer. That they 
turned their well-known bravery to account in tyrannising over the 
wrotehed villagers, and extoi-t.ing from Ihem money and valuables, 
is proved by the correspondence of the early Political Agents and 
Collectors, who found that the only way of being rid of their impor- 
tunities was to place them under guard, march them to Surat, and 
ship them back to Arabia. ^ 

The Arabs, howc'vcr, were a temporary importation, agd the 
Pindaris were but occasional visitors to one part of the province. 
The.Bhils were a standing inenaee to the whole country. 

Amongst themselves, the Bhils arc divided into a number of 
septs. They imitate those near them in a most extraordinary way, 
and the Hindu caste system has, no doubt, influenced them in sub- 
dividing themselves into what they themselves call ‘ castes. ’ Those 
castes, liowever, arc more of the nature of local than tribal divisions. 
They arc mostly known by local names, as Konkani Bhils, Adnadi 
Bhils, and so forth. All will eat and drink together, and whether 
they will intermarry seems more a matter of chance than aught else. 
The truth apyicars to he that they assimilate themselves to their 
surroundings. 'I'hcy arc in a rough way remarkable linguists. 
Anyone who has w-atched a Bhil in Court will notice that he makes 
a fair success of answering the Brahman t’akil in Marathi, the 
Mussulman Policeman and the presiding Sahib in Hindustani, while 
to his fellow prisoners ho talks his own patois. It is hardly 
surprising, then, that the Bhils of the plains of Khandesh should 
more or less resemble the farmers there, while those near the 
Sahyadris, where the farmers are Konkanis, ^’arlis, Mavchis, and 
other wild trilics, should emulate their neighbours’ wildness. So 
primitive ai’c the cultivating classes near the Dangs, that only fifteen 
years ago it was possible for a white man to visit villages, where 
one of his colour bad never been yet seen, where the villagers would 
come out and worship him as a god, while his escort of Bhil police- 
men from the j)lains called them ‘ jungle people ’ and amused 
themselves by hunting the children up the trees like sriuirrcls or 
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monkeys. There resided in one such village a man who in his 
youth was arrested for murder and transported. Having served his 
twenty years he was released and sent back to his native village 
sti’ong, well-fed, and well-clothed. He walked into the village, where 
no one knew him. As, however, he pointed quite correctly, saying, 

‘ here is Rama’s house,’ and ‘ tliere is Hari’s field,’ he w'as hailed, 
faute de viieux, as a god. He accepted his unearned position, and 
lived respected, on the fat of the land, for the rest of his days. If 
the landowners were so primitive in those parts, the Bhils could not 
fail to be equally savage, or more so. 

The Rhil septs, it would appear, probably originated in differ- 
eiicea of territory and surroundings. There is, however, one division 
of the*race which has to be otherwise accountefi for, namely, the 
Tadvis or Mussulman Bhils of the north-east of the province. 
This tribe asserts as its tradition that tlie Tadvis were originally 
Bhils, but were forcibly converted to Mahonnnadanism in the times, 
of the Mus.suhnan Emperors. The tradition may be accepted as 
substantially correct, for tlie Tadvis are those Bhils who live nearest 
to Burhanpur, the Mussulman capital. Also, they are to this day 
three parts Bhil and only one Mussulman in nature. 'I'hey grow 
more or less unsueces.sful beards, .some oC them arc called by 
Mussulman nmnes, and on the occasion of marriages they consult 
the Kazi. But against tliis it mus1; be allowed that having consulted 
the Kazi they invite, a Bralunan to perform the actual ceremony, 
that they never worship in mosques, nor i>nihl any in their villages, 
that tliey kce]) Hindu .as well as Mns.sulmun festivals, either being an 
excellent excuse for getting drunk. Also, they claim tiic Hindu 
right of adoption, and if they own allegiance to any gods, it is to 
the bogies anil ogres of the hills, Vaghdevs, Nagdevs, and Dongar- 
devs, who are the dread of all Bhils. 

As a general rule, the Bhil family is a happy one. 'J’he 
parents are devoteil each to the other, anil to I heir children, of 
whom there are usually many. The rough and poverty-stricken 
life of the Bhils, with its irregular hours and uncertain food, causes 
the infant mortality to be large, and prevents the rapid spread of 
the race. 

On festal occasions, however, Bhils are ' apt to get Crcquently 
and hopelessly drunk. Sometimes tlieir women share in the orgy, 
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sometimes not. In any case they are often beaten or ilriven away. 

It is hardly to he wondered at if there occur many lapses from 
virtue, and if nianj’ children are l)oru with only one Bhil 
parent. A certain broad-minded charity, howevePy is shewn to such 
errors. The religious and formal prayaschita of the Hindus 
is dispensed with, but the practical adjunct to it is insisted on. In 
other words, the erring family provides a great feed, with plenty 
of liquor, to the caste, tliat is, to the principal Bhils of the noigh- 
bourhood. This done, the repentant lady, with her child or even 
children, are received hnek, and are thereafter considered as no 
better and no worse than any others. Hence, moderately fair 
complexions, and regular or aquiline features, are bj^ no means 
uncommon among Bhils. 

, ' The Bhils dress us the surrounding Hindus of the poorer classes 
do. The men wear a loin-cloth, with a dhotar or two if circum- 
stances permit, and a red pagdi which varies from Maratha-liko re- 
spectability to a seemingly chance collection of w'isps of red rag. A 
ghongadi or country blanket of wool is added for covering at night, 
if available, and in days of great prosperity there may be a pair of 
silver kadas or plain bracelets, llic women wear a sari and bodice, 
a few glass or silver bangles and necklaces, and perhaps anklets or 
toe rings. Some of the seini-Bhil tribes, such as the Havchis and 
Pavras, arc extravagant in female ornament. The Havchis load 
their women with hundreds of necklaces of white beads made of cut 
oyster shells, so that the wearer cannot rest her chin on her chest, 
and is fain to walk, as they themselves say, with her head stuck 
out like a shc-bufFalo. The Pavra ladies wear thick brass anklets 
right up to their knees, and have to sit with legs extended, saying 
that it is a shame to them to .squat. Such extravagances, however, 
arc not found among true Bhils. 

Orthodox Bhils, both men and women, wear tlie hair long and 
knotted at the back of the head. Those of the men, however, who 
have lived long in the plains, generally adopt the Hindu fashion for 
men of shaving the head and leaving only the top-knot. Some cut 
their hair in the English way. 

The national weapons are the bow^, used with arrows or stones, 
the ordinary axe, the spear, and the long battle-axe. The bows are 
some five feet long, made of bamboo. The strings are of thin 
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slices of bamboo, noosed at the ends with raw hide. The arrows are 
tipped with spear-like iron heads, and feathered from the vulture’s 
wing. Tor shooting birds and small game the points are covered 
with a small hard wood-apple, causing them to strike a stunning 
blow without mutilating the game. Smaller' bows arc also used 
with double strings, having between them a small pouch from which 
stones or bullets are propelled. The ordinary axe has a wedge- 
shaped head. It is used by most classes in Western India and needs 
no description. The spear has a bamboo shaft some six to eight feet 
long, and a flat, two-edged, pointed head. The battle-axe or 
Chandrabhan is a most graceful weapon. Its shaft is four or five 
feet long. The blade is in the form of a crescent' with its points, 
refleS;ed. It is provided with a socket at the back for the shaft 
and is kept very sharp. The centre of the blade is very powerful 
and can be used for clearing jungle, while the ends will pare the 
nails or point a pencil. 

The Bhils have never taken kindly to guns. True, many have 
been trained to use them, but they are seldom cither careful or 
skilful in handling them. They prefer to rely on their extraordi- 
nary tracking powers, jungle instinct, and ability to render 
themsch'es invisible, to approach their enemy, man or beast, within 
striking distance. The description of the Goiids in one of 
Mr. Kipling’s “Jungle Book’’ stories applies very well to Bhils also. 

The hotly politic, and military or civil organization, arc almost 
cntirclj' wanting. Bhil caste pmichayats are very loosely modelled 
on Hindu patterns, and arc generally willing to settle disputes in 
favour of the side which supplies the most drink. Individual 
families arc extremely tenacious of their hereditary rights to police a 
village or guard a pass. There arc a certfiin number of hereditary 
Bhil chieftains, but they have little real power. The leaders who 
arose from time to time, organized forces, and preyed on tlie 
•country, were invariably men who atlractctl attention by some act 
of individual daring, usually a robbery with murder. They w'ould 
retreat to the hills, and gather round them a band of desperadoes, 
willing to share the present loot and search for more. So long as 
the self-made leader could dcf3' authority, his gang flourished. Let 
the leader be captured, slain, or reduced to submission, and his 
followers vanished as though thej’ had never been. Each man 
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1‘esuined liis peaceful life, not foi’getting to observe where money 
was hoarded or cattle increased, so that if another Robin Hood 
should call him to the forest, he might have valuable information of 
plunder rcadj-. 

Such was the tribe, estimated by Colonel Robertson, the first 
Collector of Khandcsh, to number one-eighth of the total popula- 
tion of tlie province, which was the perpetual menace to law and 
order. The Bhils’ hand was against every man, and every man’s 
hand against them. Slonth by month and year by year cruelty, 
oppression, and crime drove them to the hills, where they formed them- 
selves into bands under tlic most desperate and cunning of their 
number, and sallied forth to avenge their wrongs by rapincsand 
murder. 



CHAPTER ITT 


THE BRITISH OCCUPATION OF KHANDESH, 1818-1825, 

I N pursuance of the treaty of Mnndlcshvar with His Highness 
Holkar, Captain Briggs was deputed early in 1818 to occupy 
those parts of Khandesh which had been ceded to the Company. 
He arrived in Khandesh via the fort and pass of Sindva, by which 
route the Bombay-Agra road now passes. The first place to* be 
occupied was Thahier on the Tapti. From tlicnce the forces with 
Captain Briggs marched to Chandorc, on the borders of Khandesh 
and the Deccan, the headquai-ters of the Agent of Holkar. Chandorc 
was then a fortified town of great importance, dominated by one of the 
most impregnable of hill forts. Ra.mdas, agent of Holkar, after 
much prevarication surrendered the place in March 1818. It was 
either on the way to Clmndore, or at that place, that the army must 
have heard of the prolonged operations succeeding the battle of 
Kirkee. Bajirao Peshva was inflight, somewhere near the Godavari, 
and was treating with Appa Saheb Bhonsle of Nagpur. The 
Pindaris as a power had been suppressed. With the exception of 
Trimbakji Denglya there was hardly a commander of note opposed 
to the Company. But as far ns Khandesh was concerned, 
Captain Briggs soon found that armed occupation w'ould be neces- 
sary. The Arab mercenaries, c.stimated by him at 6,000 or 7,000 
strong, all good marksmen and of known bravery, were without a 
leader and in arrears of pay. They were willing to attach themselves 
to any freebooter who could oflFer them good pay and plunder. The 
hill forts were occupied bj" garrisons of varying strength, consisting 
of Arabs, or Sibaiidis (local irregular levies) or Bhils, or a combina- 
tion of these. The force.s with Captain Briggs had joined with the 
southern army in jmrsuit of Bajirao. It was necessary, therefore, to 
assemble a fi-esh army to reduce Khandcsl], 'Fhc attack began from 
the south. The powerful fort of .Ankai near Manjuad surrendered 
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witliout a blow, Indrai, a vast rock ncai- Clianclore, was captured 
by a ruse, and tlic force sat down before ^lalefyaon in May. Here, was 
the headquarters of the Arabs, and the -residence of the Raj.a- 
bahadiir, a jahagirdar of the Peshva. This person led the British 
to suppose that the town and fort would be peacefully handed over. 
Whether his real intentions were honest but wei-c nullided by the 
insubordination of his men or whether ho wished to lead the Briti.sh 
into a tr.-ip, will never bo eeitain. At any r.Tte, the gates of 
Malcgaon were elosod, and a long siege cn.sued. It was not till the 
monsoon was actually lireaking that the foit w.‘is carried. 

The troops were cantoned near Malcgaon, which subsequently 
became one of the most important niilitar 3 ’ stations of the Bpmbay 
(‘ommand. The Arab garrison was marched to Surat, placed on 
ships and deposited on the Arabian co.ast. 'i'hc s.amc treatment was 
allotted to all parties of Arabs fouinl subsequently in Khandesh. The 
last important town held l)_v them was Amalncr, which surrendered 
in 1819. Thus one of the pests of the province was eradicated. 

It will not be amiss to quote here at length Captain Briggs' 
own description of the province as he found it. Little oxcuseis needed 
for reproducing the first full report of the earliest British Adminis- 
tr.ator, after nearly’ one year’s experienee. The cxtraordinai’y mass 
of information which Captain Briggs had collected in a few 
months cannot fail both to surprise and interest the reader. 

“ Having now visited most of the districts in Candeish and 
having made personal observations and enquiries on the spot, 
I shall proceed to give such an account of it as appears 
material to have a tolerable acquaintance not only of the 
present condition of the country but of its resources and 
capability of future improvement. 

“ In a report of , this nature, its history for many centuries 
back is inimaterial, and I shall, therefore, take a mere outline 
without going into details. Candeish appears to have risen 
into a monarchy under the ^lahomedans in the year 1370. 
A succession of eleven princes of the Farookea dynasty, 
was succeeded by the capture of Asserghar from Bahadur 
Shah, the last of his race, in 1599, and Burhanpore, the 
capital of the kingdom, became the residence of the Prinre 
Daniel Mirza, one of the sons of Aebur, 
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At this pei'iod the name of Candeish was changed for that of 
Dandcisli by which it is known in the ancient records, and 
the Dan-pisa, a copper coin also called after the same 
prince, is still sometimes found, but this appellation appears 
to have died with its author. Candeish continued under 
the Maliomedan Government till within the lost fifty or 
sixty years, when it was overrun and e\'-cntually occupied 
by tlie Marathas and formed part of the dominions of the 
liajah of Sattara. Portions of it were afterwards allotted 
to dllTcrent officers of the Poona State for the maintenance 
of troops, and of tliese, those of the Houses of Hulkar and 
.Scindia continued to be held by them up to the beginning 
of this year. 

Candeish properly so called is bounded on the souUi’ by 
the range of hills in which the forts of Kunhur, Unkye, and 
Chandorc lie; on the north by the Satpoorah Mountains; 
on the east by the districts of Asseer, Zeinabad, Edlabad, 
Bodur, and Jamneir ; and on the west by the hills and forest 
of Baglana. 

It was formerly one of the most productive provinces of its 
extent in the Deccan, and in the time of Aebur, it is 
spoken of as being celebrated for its cloth manufactures. 
At present there arc some very coarse, bad cloths made in a 
few of the principal towns, and in those of Dliurangaun, Er- 
rundole, and Nusseerabad are some ordinary manufacturers 
of turbans and women’s cloths of an inferior quality. 

The greatest part of the cloth now used in tlie province 
conics from the neighbouring tract of Berar, from whence 
it is first brought to Bodur and Nusscerabad, and travels 
through the hands of successive dealers on market days 
towards the centre and western parts of the districts These 
cloths are of a very poor description and sell from li to SJ 
rupees for each piece of a cubit and i wide and 81 ) cubits 
in length. 

The soil of Candeish is of various descriptions, those districts 
under the Satpoora Mountains and lying along hotli banks 
of the Tapty have a fine rich loam, which is extremely 
fruitful, that of the centre of Candeish running cast and 
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west from Bodur towards Bhamere is alternate!}- gravelly 
and rich, to the south of this tract, it is more fertile, and 
before it approaches the southern hills, it becomes j’ich but 
is much interspersed with loam and stones. The district of 
Buglana and the tracts along the banks of the Tapty up to 
the Satpoora Hills are by far the most capable of improve- 
ment, and will eventually become the most productive por- 
tions of the province. 

“ Few countries arc so favoured by nature with water as Candcish, 
the rivers in Buglana running to the eastward, and then 
suddenly turning to the northward flow into the Tapt}- 
whicli, rising in Goundwaiia, is itself a considerable stream 
before it reaches Changdewey, 18 miles south of Boorhan- 
poor. At this place the Poorna, after receiving most of 
the tributary streams of the valley of Bcrar, forms a 
junction with it, and entering Candeish the Tapty flows 
through it till it empties itself into the sea at Surat. The 
tributary streams of the Tapty whether running from the 
Satpoora Hills or from the Satmulla Hills or from Buglana 
flow so near the surface as to admit of their being turned 
to irrigate the country on each bank, and the fact of there 
remaining tlie ruins of 187 substantial dams of masonry 
to effect this purpose will give a tolerable notion of 
the state the cultivation had once reached. Each of these 
dams enables aqueducts to be formed from them of from 
12 to 16 feet Avide, and from tMO to three feet deep, run- 
ning for several miles in length. The rapidity with which 
they run would sei've to turn water mills of very con- 
siderable size, and there is little doubt but the inhabitants 
would, the moment they had the means, and they saw 
the advantages of the machinery, adopt their use for the 
purposes of grinding the grain, and expressing the oil seeds, 
and tlie sugarcane which now occupy so much of their time 
and manual labor. 

“ The enclosed list No. 1 exhibits the number and conditions 
of the several dams in Candcish, accompanied by an estimate 
made by each town of the sum necessary to bring the 
whole into use amounting to Es. 2,14,900, the expense of 
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which would be repaid to Government in less than 3 years 
by the increased rents on the land broupjht under irrigation, 
and I beg to di'aw your eaidy attention to this important 
improvement in this branch of I'cvenue. 

It w’as my wish to have collected some account of the quantity 
of the annual produce of the soil in kind, but I have been 
content with enclosing the accompanying paper No. 2 
exhibiting the relative proportion of the several kinds of 
grain, etc., etc., cultivated in the districts under my charge, 
and this may serve to form a judgment, gcncrallj', of the 
actual nature of the produce, though as soon as the dams 
are repaired it may be expected that the rice and sugar 
crops as well as wheat will be considerably increased. The 
depopulated districts of Sultanpoor and Nandoorbar were 
once celebrated for their fruits,' especially tlie vine-yards 
of Sultanpoor, but at present there is, perhaps, not a fruit 
garden in both districts. 

Amongst the natural curiosities of Candeish are the Hot 
Springs of the Satpoora Hills, particularly those of Soonup 
Dew and Oonup Dew, tlie former in the district of Arrawad 
and the latter in the deserted pergana of Amba — the 
former is so hot that the hand cannot be borne in it, the 
latter is less ardent and is used as a hot bath — they are 
both said to possess medicinal qualities, and are considered 
useful in the cure of cutaneous disorders, amongst others 
leprosy. 

In the present state of Candeish little can be said of its 
annual productions ; the horned cattle are for the most 
part large and active, the sheep seem indifferent, but it 
appears to me that many tracts in Baglana and in the 
centre of the country are favourable for breeding horses, 
and from the large proportion of fine mares which now 
must remain useless to their owners, but to breed from, a 
very good description of horse for our cavah'y might be 
produced by the introduction of Arab stallions under proper 
regulations. The great scarcity of cavalrj' horses renders 
tliis an object worthy of consideration, for' tne more 
extensive our rule over Indi.i, and the more effectual the 
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suppression of the predatory system becomes, the greater 
will be the scarcity of an animal which is only applied to the 
purposes of war and state. 

Previously to examining the present condition of Candeish it 
appears proper to take a retrospective view of its history 
since it fell under the dominion of the Marathas in order to 
account for its depopulated and wretched state. 

It has been shown that Candeish after it fell into the hands 
of the Marathas was allotted to chiefs for the maintenance 
of their troops, while a considerable portion was still 
held under the immediate administration of the Poona 
State, and it does not appear to have suffered more from 
the bad government of that empire than other countries 
under its rule. The agriculture appears to have been 
flourishing and extensive under the administration of Mahjec 
Scindia, Ihlia Bye Holkar, and Xana I'urnaveese of the 
Poona State, who all three were contemporaries and died 
within a few years of each other, and it may be said that 
Candeish was in a floiu’isliing condition u)) to the year 1798 
when Bajee Row succeeded to the Free Government of the 
Peshwaship after the death of Nana Furnnvse. 

In the year 1800 Yeshwant Row Holkar, an illegitimate son of 
the late Tookajee Holkar, commenced his rebellion against 
Cassy Row, the eldest legitimate son of that Prince. The 
incapacity of the latter and the vigor and the energy of 
the former made the struggle for power very unequal, even 
with all the advantages of possession on the paid; of Cassy 
Row, and Yeshwant Row Holkar became the virtual head 
of that family in a few months. In the struggle for 
em{)irc, however, the unfortunate countries of his brother 
were pillaged, and Candeish having been the original scene 
of Yeshwant Row’s rebellion first suffered in the greatest 
degree from his cruelties and the licentiousness of his troops. 
From thence he went to Malwa and succeeded in driving 
his brother Cassy Row' into exile. He thence returned 
through Candeish by Sindwa Ghaut, laying waste whole 
districts on his route to Poona, and did not cease till 
he had overturned the pow-er of Bajee Row and placed his 
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brother Uiiirat Row on the throne. At this period our 
more intimate connection with this Prince commenced and 
Yeshwant Row Holkar returned by the route of Burhanpoor 
devastating the eastern tract of Candeish in the same manner 
as he had done the western. The scourge of war was 
succeeded by an unusual drought and a famine in the 
following year, which extended from the Satpoora Hills 
down to Hyderabad, and in this calamity Candeish lost the 
greater part of its population. Such was its condition in 
1804 and 1805. 

“ On the. return of peace, however, the province might still have 
been recovered if any attention had been paid to its situa- 
tion. The poit.ions of Holkar and Scindia were exhausted 
by incessant demands on the revenues which could not be 
answered, and a succession of rapacious officers were sent 
down from Hindoostan to extort all they could for the 
oxigoiicies of the present moment, and tlic country of Bajeo 
Row was farmed out to the highest bidder, who became 
for the time being the sovereign of the district, and it 
may easily be imagined, ns these contracts were usually 
made annually, that the holder extracted from the ryot to 
the uttermost of his ability to pay. In this system the 
subject met with no protection cither of person or pro- 
perty. Many of those who were able fled to the neighbouring 
countries of Gujarat on the one hand and Berar on the 
other, where they probably experienced less misery. Many 
villages became depopulated. The lands were allowed 
to lay waste. The Bheels, Ihc watchmen of the villages, 
could neither exist amidst ruins nor pi’oeure food from the 
needy cultivators of other villages, and betook themselves to 
highway robberies and lived in bands either in the moun- 
tains or took possession of villages in their neighbourhood. 
The revenue contractors were unable and unwilling to 
expend money in the maintenance of soldiers to protect the 
countrj', and the Bheels in a very short time became so bold 
as to appear in hands of hundreds and attack ipwns, carry- 
ing off either cattle or hostages, whom they released by 
receiving handsome ransoms. 
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"When Bajec Row succeeded to the throne there were several 
nobles of rank holding estates in Candeish, but his own 
rapacity and the indifFcrcncc with which for many years 
he lookt towards the maintenance of his military chiefs 
induced him to resume most of the lands, and the 
successive independent military lefiders such as Wahid Ally 
Khan, Dadam Khan, Jewajee Yeswant, and several others 
who owed allegiance to no State but levied contributions 
and usurped the country as they had means to do so, first 
induced the remaining .Tageerdars and subsequently the 
Government itself to entcrbiin bands of Arabs for the 
defence of their citadels and towns. These free-booters, 
the Arabs, being unconnected with the inhabitants-, w-erc 
incapacitated from heading rebellious, but their courage 
made them pecnliarly estimable among those chiefs who 
were afraid even of trusting their own relations with 
power. They, however, only served for large pay, they 
would not sulmiit to be dismissed if arrears were due to 
them but took orders on the districts, by which they col- 
lected not only the amount but were suppoi-tcd till it w-as 
paid. Their importunities and their insolenee to their em- 
ployers compelled the latter to submit almost to any 
condition rather than sec their country made over to the 
free-booters who continued to ravage the rest of it and at 
length the Arabs appear to have gained an ascendency 
by their courage, their enterprise and their address which 
made their authority in many districts supreme. Their 
habits were frugal, their pay large and the Zeinedar 
usually made about 50 per cent, on the money he received 
from his men. At length from being mere soldiers the Arabs 
became money-lenders, evciy chief who set up in rebellion 
might receive 1,000 or .5,000 Rupees from an Arab chief by 
which he was bound to entertain a number of his men, they 
accompanied him in all his plundering expeditions and held 
him in fact a State Prisoner from the moment he took their 
mone^. Instead of monthly interest the bonds; exacted from 
needy borrowers expressly .stated that a sum to a certain 
afpount, being generally from 5 to 10 per cent, monthly. 
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should be paid to blie Arab as his pay, and they .seldom 
allowed any one to e.scape without cxtortiiif^ from him 
tlie whole debt. In the Districts of Talneir, Betawad 
Sindkheir, Soangheir, Sooltanpoor and Nundoorbnr, 1 
found in many villages two and three Arabs receiving 
from 8 to 1 0 per cent, monthly for inoncy lent several 
years before, and the settlement of some of tho.se claims 
has been the most vexatiotis but a very important part 
of my duties. 

Naro Shunkur Itajah Bahadur first intro<luced the practice 
of hiring Ai’ab Soldiery. He held the strong castle of 
IMalHgaum and the town bcciimc at length the principal 
Depot of these mercenaries. Tlicy were accustomed to go 
and come there from the coast and from Arabia and wlieii- 
ever a band of one or two hundred of this description of 
Infantry were required tliey were to be found in that place. 
Here many of them settled and married and their boys 
became soldiers (this class i.s called Mowallid). 

These Arabs arc chiefly from •Urc Province of Hadrnmuut a)ul 
the Eastern Coast of Arabia and were frequently in the 
habit of returning to tlieir country. 

Some few walled cities have escaped the raviige.s of the Arabs 
and the Bheels but the destruction of the grain stacks aiul 
driving off the cattle, a practice so common amongst the 
latter cla.ss, is almost as di.strcssing to Ihe inhabitants us the 
plunder of theij’ homes. The ravages coininittcd by the 
Bheels and the Arabs, were nol e^en equal perhap.s to 
those inflicted by tlie Pindiivies. 'rbcse lawless but enter- 
prising bands have been the scourge of this province 
for the last ten years. Their inroads here unlike their 

passage through oilier tracts where tlie lear of the troops 

of the State gave tlieiu no f ime for rest, enabled tJieni to 
revel at their case. Their usual approach was through the 
Ghaut near Asseer and the idalioinedan Itheels of that 
•tract were their guides and abettors, and in their absence 
plundered on horseback like the Pindarics theuisflve.s. Ihe 
Pindarics had at one time .settled in Mimaur and the 
Asscer, Dholcote, Dhowla, Simlwa and Burwany Ghauts. 
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Being in tlie possession of the predatory powers who en- 
couraged the S3 stein, it may readily he imagined with what 
facility the}- carried on their destructive warfare. During 
the last two years the factions at the court of Mulliar Row 
Holkar and the murders of a minister and a Regent in 
Malwa only added to the rapacity and inequity of district 
officers in Candeish. In the Peshwa’s part of the pro- 
vince too, the adherents of Trimbuejee’s fortunes, Godajee 
Dainglia, Bhccm Row Kaka and one Dajce successively 
laid it waste and became absorbed in the population as 
circumstances compelled them. In the beginning of the 
war the}' were joined by a considerable body of Art^Jjs and 
foreign Infantry, who on all occasions levied money from 
° those who were still able to pay them. Desolation is every- 
where apparent in Candeish. Immense tracts arc covered with 
jungle, in some part of which there still remain forts entire, 
and mosques appearing through the woods, the monuments 
of better times. The abject condition of the people and 
the arts the lower classes have practised against their 
oppressors have tainted tlieir morals. 

“ It is with difficulty that the most simple truth is extracted 
from them, and the slightest cause of complaint is exag- 
gerated with the hope of obtaining speedy redress. False- 
hood and cunning have become the weapons of the weak 
against despotic powei', but the depravity of the people is 
rather the result of their unhappy condition than that of 
innate propensity. The scenes of corruption they have 
witnessed and the mutual iniquities even of relatives are 
hardly to be believed. Wherever a younger branch of the 
family had money or artifice sufficient, he often made use of 
them to wrest the birthright from tlic elder through the 
means of Government authority, an object always attain- 
able by a bribe. This frequently produced retaliation and 
family feuds have sometimes ended in murder. Forgeries 
and false papers have been exhibited and supported by 
Government in the spurious branch of a family, tortures 
have been inflicted to extort bonds and original deeds 
and the investigation of claims so involved for a series 
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of years seems too complicated for .any new Government 
to enter into. The stale of the cultivators is particularly 
deservinfr of consideration. Their means fire so small that 
they are driven to the pfreatest disti’ess for wholesome 
food. A snifill quantity of milk and a coarse black un- 
leavened cake made of jowarrv or hfijry is their usual 
morninp; meal, while at noon the bread is rendered palatable 
by a mess of chillies and dfill with- ii mixture of salt and 
turmeric and fi small handful of vcp-etables procured from 
the fields. They cat meat only on festivals or at weddings. 
The climate, fortunately for them, rcfiuires no fuel, little 
. clothes, and but indifferent huts. The custom of marrying 
while children loave.s the Hindoo no opportunity of reflect- 
ing how he is to bring up his children, and the moral qlieck 
which exists in liurope is unknown in India. To this a very 
great portion of their ])ovcrtA' may be very naturally 
ascribed, and fifty rupees boiTOwcd to celebrate a wedding 
is not uiifrcquently a debt that follows the borrower to 
the grave. The following, from what I can learn, is des- 
criptive of the manner in which a ryot subsists during 
the year, llcfore the ])lougbiiig season has arrived he has, 
perhaps, been obliged to borrow a few rupees in advance 
on the next year’s crop to pay this year’s demand of the 
Government, and he is fortunate if he can realize the sum 
at less than 40 or !i0 per cent. He now comes on the 
Sahoocar to cadvance him seed, for which he promises to 
pay li seers for every seer, and freijuently 2 seers, at the 
harvest time. During the growth of the grain and while 
there is much vegetation in tlic fields the r3'ot contrives 
to subsLst on the green corn and on greens pickt out of 
the hedges which, adtied to his other food, makes ca tolerable 
meal. The moment the gi'ain is gathered this resource 
ceases and Government requires him to pai' his rents. There 
is no immediate sale for the grain and he takes up money 
from the Sahoocars, paj's a portion of his rent, and gives 
his crop, or the greater part of it, after pai’ing all former 
claims, to liquidate the debt, and this grain he compounds 
to sell in bulk for less than it is selling in the market in 
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order that he may realize a sum of money immediately. 
When tlic remains of his grain is exhaiistcd he is obliged 
to purchase it for food at an advanced price, and before 
the time for sowing comes on again he is precisely in the 
■ same dilemma as at the beginning of the year. When 
such is the history of the ryot’s jn-ogress throughout the 
year we cannot wonder at tlie poverty that exists, but wo 
ratber feel surprized that it is from objects of this nature 
the Government continues to realize its principal source of 
revenue. The accompanying series of documents No. 3 
will show what is left to the husbandman and the little 
encouragement held out to follow the pursuits of agricul- 
ture. The mass of the population being so poor it is 
■’ to be. concluded there can be little encouragement for 
tr.ide or manufacturers, and such is really the case. The 
Conilj', the common covering of the inhabitants, is rai’cly 
seen in Candeish. Sheep are, however, plentiful, and the wool 
of 100 sheep shorn twice in the year does not fetch more 
than from 6 to 6i rupees. Usually the milk and the flesh 
arc the chief sources from which the sheidierd derives his 
advantage, as the tax for grazing is nearly equal to tJic price 
of the wool. 

“ The onlj’ description of people which has benefited by this 
state of thing.s is the soldiery and the Sahoocars and, in 
many instances, the Deshmook. The Despandies and even 
the Coolcarnics and Potails themselves have leaned towanls 
the Maniletdar and aided him in his exactions, bub I shall 
defer the exposition of this part of the subject to another 
part of my report. 

“ Since the overthrow of the armies of Holkar, the Rajah of 
Nagpoor, and Bajce Row, inanj- soldiers have necessarily 
■been thrown out of cinpIo3% Those of Holkar have several 
of them come to Candeish jind Gungturry where the homes 
of almost all the Bara Bhaee Horse are situated. A very 
large portion of the few Infantry who esciiped from the 
Battle of Mehidpoor followed Raindccn to the soutluvard, 
and many of them are now in our pay, while the Sibundies 
of the late Government .are for the most part in our 
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cmplo 3 ’. condition of the r\‘ot lias been too plainly 

shown to expect that the cultivation of land can hold forth 
inducement for soldiers to applv' themselves to it. As for 
lands cultivate<l bj’ hired labourers, I have met with very few 
instances, uidess perhaps in a few Knam lands, but the 
surplus produce atfortls so small a profit, although held free 
from rent and tax, that it is found better to give it over to 
the cultivators and receive, a part, g 6 ncrall 3 ' 30 or 85 per 
cent, of the net jiroduce after deducting the expense of 
the stock, such as cattle and implements, than to cultivate 
it by labourers. 

In order to cxliibit tlie present state of the population of 
•Candeish, I have the honour to enclose an account which 
shows the number of villages inhabited, the number^ of 
houses, of inhabitants, and of cattle, and wlien we consider 
that horsc.s are never used in Cuiidcish as beasts of labor, 
seldom even as beasts of burden, and are merely kept to 
breed from and for riding, the number is very great. Of 
these I imagine at least oiio-third are of that class of which 
soldiers’ horses in India are composed. I have been for 
several months obtaining this docnnicnt, the returns from 
each District have been l'reipicntl 3 ’ sent back for rcvisal and 
correction, and I have endeavoured to procure it as pei’fcct 
as possible. It is useful as pointing out the present con- 
dition of the jjcoplc and will form a good standard for 
comparative improvcnienL. The sheep included are only 
those wliicli arc pent nightly within the villages, those of 
the great graziers called Kellaries are omitted. 

Under this view of Candeish, and situated as it is on our 
frontier, it cannot be expected soon to become a source of 
revenue to Government. It will probably not pa 3 '- for some 
3 ’cars the expenses of tlic Civil and Military Establish- 
ments for its niaintciiancc, but it ecrtaiiil 3 ’’ has W'ithin itself 
the sources of a productive province, altliough it will 
require time, and an increased population under a mild 
administration to allow it to attain its former state of 
fertility, and above all a vigorous police and tile presence 
of a military force to crush anything like insurrection or 
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disaffection which among so many disbanded soldiers is likely 
to occur. 

Among the most immediate measures for recovering the 
country are the rejjairs of the dams and advances of 
Tuckawee to old and new settlers to till the ground and to 
build houses. The former should, I tliink, be placed under 
the direction of some scientific European officer and the 
latter should only be distributed under particular prescrip- 
tions. In those insUuices where Districts have lain waste 
for many years, I should recommend that some mode be 
adopted by which the personal influence and character of 
the Amil or Superintendent of the District might be made 
subservient to his reputiition, by rendering it the interest 
of tile individual to benefit the inhabitants. I think that 
the ordinary motives which influence Ainils to recommend 
themselves insuflicicnt to bring about the object unless 
urged by the stronger impulse of personal advantage. On 
such occasions I would venture to recommend a percentage 
on the annual increase of the revenues, wliich, -although it 
would stimulate to exertion, would neither be a permanent 
defalcation of the income of Government or involve the 
Amil in any complicated concerns with the people. Having 
taken a superficial view of the present state of Candcish I 
shall proceed to an examination of its several sources of 
revenue, vh. '■ — 

1. The Laud Kents or Taxes. 

2. The Moturfa. 

3. The Abkarry. 

4. The Zuckat or Customs. 

5. The Sevay- Junnna. 

The system of revenue collection is deficient in dilFcreiit parts 
of Candcish. During tlic reign of Aebur all that part of 
the Pi-oviiico under his Govcriimciit underwent a revenue 
survey. The lands were divided into separate kinds and a 
fixed assessment was made on each sort. 

The ground was divided into : — 

1 Waste or barren land, which included hills, rocks, roads, 
and beds of rivers. 
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. 2 Arable or land capable of cultivation but lying 
fallow. 

3 Cultiv.ated laud divided into tlie several ilescriiitions 
of gravelly, black, and red, and again subdivided into 
wet and dry. 

“ I have with considerable difficulty procured copies of the 
original records of tlic measurement of tlie land and the 
rate at which the whole w^as assessed. This document, which 
I now forward (No. 5) is rather curious than useful. It 
is subdivided into the llukbah or measurements of the land 
in its several jiortions- and descriptions, and the Tunkah or 
permanent assessment in many districts. The accounts, I 
• regret, arc not procurable, notwithstanding my unremitting 
exertions to obtain them. Upon investigation I find the 
measurement is neither correct nor complete in many 
instances, and it is, I fear, not to be relied on as the true 
scale for future assessments. The land was considered the 
property of the Government, and the cultivators^ tenants at 
will* excepting in some instances where land was given for 
charitable purposes, when it became private propertj'. 
The village officers as Potjiil, Koolkurny, etc., were either 
paid in kind by a portion of the crops equal to a tenth or 
in money. They appear lately to have met with little 
consideration and the Desinook and Despandy of the 
District seem to have had most j)owcr and authority. The 
latter retained all the village records in detail and was 
held responsible for giving correct information to the 
Government revenue officers. This system of administra- 
tion obtains in tlie present day in most of the Districts of 
Candeish. 

“The remainder of the province and that ii.ii't of Gungturry 
under my authority appears to have undergone a similar 
survey’ in the time of Mullic Umber, the fo'under of 
Arungabad and the successor to the Government of the 
last of the Nizam Shahy Princes. As far as iny inquiries 
have enabled me to le;irn the assessments were pretty much 
the same as those of Aebur, Init the nature of the landed 
tenure was essentially different. 
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“ This prince seems thoroughly to have coinprchendecl the use 
of the soil to Government by identifying the interest of the 
cultivator with its feit.ilihy. While Acbiir considered the 
land the property of Government, IMullic Umber confirmed 
the right of cultivating certain fields to tlie ryots, he 
made a considerable proportion of the land private pro- 
pertj', the lauds of the village were considered the just 
property of tlie township, the fallow laiul was tlie coimnon 
for the pasture of the cattle, and the jiloughcd ground was 
either the property of individuals or cultivated by tenants 
who recived a portion of the crops.” 

The concluding portion of this report, relating more particu- 
larly to the Bhils, has already been quoted above. ‘ 

From 1818 onw'ards British rule was established in Khandesh, 
wjtl* the exception of one or two subdivisions which remained the 
property of Scindia. 'J'he Arabs were quickly removed, and the 
Pindaris gave little trouble, but the Bhils remained. It is obviou.s 
that the re-population and restoration to prosperity of a province 
which had suffered so terribly could not be effected in a year, or 
even a decade. But the Bhils had to live someliow. Most of tlie 
villages were still deserted. There was still no source from which tlie 
Bhils could obtain an honest livelihood, as Police or watchmen. 
They remained in the hills in bands, and the first years of British 
rule were marked by a series of expeditions, great and small, more 
or less unsuccessful, against these robbers, ilany were the proposals 
for subjugating them and reducing tliem to order, but none suc- 
ceeded. Mouiitstuart Elphinstonc apparently foresaw the true 
solution of the problem, and it was on lines marked out by him 
that the settlement of the Bhils ultimately proceeded. He recom- 
mended a double set of measures. There were to be Bhil agents, 
one ill the south on the Satmalas, and one in the west on the Tapti, 
who were to endeavour to bring the Bhils to follow' agricultural pur- 
suits by grants of land and loans of bullocks. Also an irregular 
corps was to be formed for local duty, to take the place of many 
small outposts of Regulars, and to act as armed Police. 

The first measure was a success from the beginning. It began 
to be organised under Colonel Robertson, first Collector, whose ins- 
tructions to his first Bhil Agents, Capt. Ovans in the south and 
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Capt. Rigby in bhe west, arc still extant and form most interesting 
reading. 

The formation of a local corps was at once a crying need and a 
seeming impossiliility. Captain Briggs was opposed to the idea 
of enlisting the Bhils tlicmsch-cs. Ho writes: — “ On our first occupa- 
tion of Candcish it occurred to 3-011 , 1 believe, that an irregular corps 
of Bhils would answer the purpose of civilizing, and of providing 
for them, on the plan of iMr. Clcaveland with the hill people of 
Rauglepoor, and before we became so thoroughl3' acquainted w-ith 
the constitution of the Rhil Society such an arrangement appeared 
the best adapted to remove the evil, but. a more close and intimate 
knowledge of their habits has induced me to think that any militarv 
organisation of the Bhils w-ould be at best difficnlt, that it woul(J bo 
elevating them from thieves to soldiers, for which they arc in mv 
mind wholly incapacitated from their licentious habits and grovelling 
ideas, that it would be impossible to prevent crimes of the most 
heinous nature among them, and that they would on sucli occasions 
immediately fl3' to their fastnesses, their brethren would not seize 
them, and the system would entirclv fail of its object.” It will be seen 
that Captain Briggs despaired of ever inducing so savage a people 
to submit to discipline or to range themselves seriously on the side of 
law and order. Meanwhile officcr.s commanding troops were com- 
plaining bitterly of the loss of their men through sickness. The 
country was overgrown witli jungle. M;ilaria and cholera appear to 
have been almost perpetual. ^ledical appliances were few, and quarters 
bad. In fact it .seemed a.s though no troops who were not inured to 
the climate of the province coultl live in it for long. Want of local 
knowledge and the difficulty of the country rendered the expeditions 
against the Bhils irksome and unsucccs.sfid. .'\n attempt was made 
to raise an auxiliary force, and one actualh- existed for a fe«' years. 
Little can be discovered of its numbers, con.stitution, or usefulness, 
for all that remains of its history- is a few pay bills and requisitions 
for supplies. It seems to have bee)i of small service, and it w-as 
disbanded after a brief and useless exi.stcncc. 

Such then was the condition of the province at the beginning 
of 1825 . The Bax Britannica was being introduced 'with much 
labour and fit the cost of many lives. The jiossibility of prosperity- 
was becoming evident, but everything depended on the reduction of 
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tlic Bhils to order. How to rodtice them to order was the problem 
of the dfty. liegiilar expeditions were costly, by no means always 
successful, and productive of sickness and discontent. The auxiliary 
force was useless, and Police hardly existed. Mr. Chaplin, how- 
ever, who had succeeded Mountstuart Elphinstone as Commis- 
sioner, was not dismayed. He insisted on the attempt being made 
to create a corps of the Bhils themselves, the idea no doubt having 
originated from Elphinstone himself. Colonel Robertson, though 
himself doubting the success of the measure, at least loyally 
supported it, and for that purpose proceeded to Malegaon Canton- 
ment to endeavour to find an officer who should be brave enough, 
strong enough, able enough, and tactful ^enough, to undoi'take the 
command. The letter from Government to the Commander-in 
Chief asking for the services of oflScers is appended. 

No. 4TJ- of 1821). 

To the Commandcr-in-Chief. 

“The immediate organisation of a Bhccl Corps in Candeish 
having been determined on and the employment of another 
officer on the Adjunta HUh on the xame principle as Captain 
Rigby at Kokurmoonda, and the Collector of that province 
having been entrusted witli the entire management of the 
plan, the Governor in Council requests that Your Excellency 
will have the goodness to issue the necessary instructions to 
the officer commanding in Candeish for placing at that offi- 
cer’s immediate disposal such officers as Colonel Robertson 
may select for the duties to be entrusted to them, provided 
they arc within the limits of his command.” 

Bombay Castle, 12th April 1825. 

The words in italics are in Mountstuart Elphinstoiie’s hand, and 
show his knowledge of details and personal interest in the scheme. 
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LIEUTENANT JAMES OUTRAM 

AND THK 

FOUNDING OF THE BHIL CORPS. 

H ad the officiiil.s who controlled the. Bombay Presidency in 
1825 lived till 1860, it might well have been a source of 
comfort to their declining year's to think that they had been 
the means of giving Oiitram his first chance of putting fortli his 
powers. Times «'cre rough for soldier's in Khandesh. There were 
tro r'ailwa}'s nor oven made roads. Distances were great, the jungle 
was infested with wild beasts and teeming with malaria. In 
Malegaon there was some semblance of a cantonment, and Dhulin 
was gradually being formed into a civil station. But few officers, 
military or civil, could remain for long in their stations. A con- 
stant state of guerilla war on the frontiers, an endless chain of out- 
posts to be visited and I'elieved, and a pcrpotual succession of sick 
and dead to be replaced, left little leisure to the staff. Perilous times 
and hard living have ever shewn up the best qualities of the British 
officer, and it is likely that. Colonel Robertson when ho went to 
Malegaon met many :i man who feared neither the tiger in his lair 
nor the Bhil in his fastness. What then made him select the young 
acting Adjutant of the 23rd Bombay Native Regiment of Foot to 
raise and command the ucav Bhil Company ? The reasons arc not 
recorded in so many words, Ijut the choice, like though it is to 
Samuel’s preference of David to his brethren, seems not to have 
been a matter of simple inspiration, but to have had for its founda- 
tion <a series of deeds .already done, and powers .alreadj' manifested. 

Of the closing years of the 18th century and the opening years 
of the 19th it may well be said thiit there were giants in those days. 
Great commanders by sea or Land, statesmen of renow’n, men famous 
in letters, brilli.ant artists, divine musicians, all can be recalled to 
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memory by the most superficial student of the history of the period. 
Though Outram was, so far as is recoi-ded, no artist or musician by 
temperament, there is a remarkable resemblance in him to one of 
the kings of art. Just as Outram’s career was commencing, the 
life of Ludvig von Beethoven was drawing to a glorious, if 
unhappy, ending. No two men, it will at once be said, were ever 
le.ss alike in character or surroundings. But by their works ye 
shall judge them. Did Beethoven write a symphony, a sonata, or a 
simple ballad, in all was the touch of the master. Fully conversant 
though he was with the olaboi’ate^ intricate, and strict rules of 
composition of the daj', yet in each of his works is to be found 
originality, freedom of trc.atmcnt, and the sense of the master of 
craft, a ho though he respects convention, yet is free to soar above 
it. So it is that a lover of music, hearing one of the master’s 
works for the first time, will exclaim, ' That is by Beethoven ’ oi- 
'None but Beethoven could have WTittcn it. ’ Even to this day his 
daring is unequalled and his splendour undimmed. To turn to 
Outram. Many men have I'aised regiments, but there is something 
unique in Ovitram’s solitary plunge into a sea of savages, from 
which he emerged with a flouri.shing and well regulated battalion. 
Others might have escaped from Ghazni to the coast. Could any 
one else have made of his escape a combination of admirable 
reconnaissance and of a tale from the Thousand Nights and a 
Night ? Many have sympathized with princes in distress, but 
Outram’s sympathy with the Mirs of Sind unites the romantic 
tenderness of a friend with the skilfully reasoned advocacy of a 
King’s Counsel. Thousands of men, aye distinguished men, have 
served in the ranks of volunteers. But Indian volunteer's may well 
be proud of the General who gave up his command, u cll won by 
thirty-nine years’ hard service, that hi.s junior might not lose the 
glory, uho volunteered as a light horseman, and as a jilain volunteer 
was thrice mentioned in despatches for personal valour. Bayard 
with his chivalry or Saladim uith his bravery, cannot rival Outram on 
the march to Lucknow. A hundred instances will occur to readers 
of his biography when they will say ‘ That was one of Outram’s 
master strokes ’, or ‘ None but Outram could have done it. ’ 

But to return to the matter in hand, f olonel Roberson when he 
visited Malcgaon must have straightway hoard of o brilliant affair 
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which had just been reported. Mulher is a small town about forty 
miles west of Malegaon. Its main street runs noith and south, 
gently sloping from the River Mosaiu on the north, to some distance 
from the foot of the stupendous fort of Auranggadli on the soutli. 
The fort is crowiieil by a scarped dill'- almost flat on the top, which 
is of many acres in extent. It is 4,300 feet above the sea, and about 
SjOOO feet above the town. Some half-way up is a cluster ol 
houses and gardens, with a good rock water-supply, and surrounded 
by fortifications. It is known as the niaehi, and was doubtless a 
place of retreat when the town was attacked, as well as a pleasant 
residence in summer, h'rom the machi a narrow footpath winds up 
the fate of tlie hill to the bottom of the scarp. Here a massive 
gate protects the only legitimate access to the top, which is n 
winding rock-cut staircase, climbing some -50 feet and emerging on 
the plateau. It is such a place as Captain Briggs said could be 
defended by five men with stones against a battalion. Ihc 
remainder of the scarp is said, and in truth appears, to be totally 
impossible to climb. The lower fort, or machi, was reported in 
March 1825 to be occupied by a body of 500 Bhils, with some Arabs, 
under one Shivrani, aiul a relative of Trimbakji Dcnglya. 'Ihe 
native officials sent in terrifying letters recounting the damage done 
by this bund. It certainly plundered the neighbouring market towns 
of Antapur and Taharabad, and had attacked the detachment in 
Mulher tow n. 

To destroy this band of rebels the Collector requisitioned 
25 horse from Kukaruniunda on the Tapti, and asked Major 
Deschamps, commanding at Malegaon, to despatch as many men as 
he could spare. A force of 200 men was accordingly sent, under 
Lieutenant Outram. The subsequent operations are thus described 

by Outram himself. 

No, 2ud. 

To 

Cattain newton 
Majok of Buigade, Malligaum. 

SlE, 

Immediately after despatching my report of yesterday*^ 

* Letter No. I. lost. It iiiercly aiiiiouiiceil the arrivul of my detaeliinent at 
Zyekeira, 12 miles from Mooluir, having marched during tlic night 36 miles. . 
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annou'iciiig the arrival ot* my detachment* at Zyekeira 
12 miles from Moolair, having marched during the night 
35 miles, Mr. Graham of the Civil Service who accom- 
pained us received intelligence from Moolair that the 
party of the Candeisli Local Corps and Auxiliary Horse 
had been attacked from the Fort and had had a sepoy and 
a horseman wounded. 

I have the honor to report that in consequence it was deter- 
mined, witli the concurrence of Mr. Graham, to attempt the 
Fort of Moolair by surprize at night** 

I accordingly made the following dispositions. Lieutenant 
Paul and Ensign Whitmore with 150 men marched '^p the 
front of the lower Fort, where there are three gates, with 
• orders to invest the place as much as possible, assisted by 
tlic detachments of Horse and Foot already there at the 
town of jMoolair and with directions to make a false 
attack on that side, but of course to be turned into a real 
one should opportunity offer. In the meantime I marched 
to the opposite side with 30 men, hoping in the confusion 
caused by the front atLick to effect an entrance by the 
rear gate, where 1 was given to understand there was a 
. practicable breach. 

After a circuit of 18 miles this was effected witliout o^jposition 
about midnight. Lieutenant Paul having entered unresisted, 
and my party from the rear, the Bheels, panic struck, fled 
before we ascended to the gates — to the number it is sup- 
posed of 500 — the report of the foreign mercenaries is 
unfounded. 


* Consisting of 200 rank and file with usual proportion of Connuissioned and 
X on-Comni ission ed Officers. 

** I have no copy of my instructions, they merely required me to protect the 
town of Moolair (situated two miles from tlic Hill Fort) until the assembly of a 
force which was under orders to move to suppress the rebellion, consisting of a 
Brigade of Infantry from Surat (distant 120 miles) a Battering Train .md 
Infantrv e.scort from Jaulnah, (180 mile.s) and all the disposeable troops under 
Major Rigby from Kokurmoonda (50 miles) which latter did not arrive till three 
days afterwavds^and the former, in consequence of my successful measures, 
were countermanded. 
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I instantly descended to the town of Moolair and assembled 
a few horsemen for the pursuit ; at daybreak I came up 
with a small party of the enemy who made a stand in a 
thick jungle on the side of a steep ravine which the horses 
could not ascend ; in the skirmish however a Naick, their 
leader, was shot. 

One horseman and a .sepoy were wounded and 7 Bheels killed 
in the skirmish which had occurred before our arrival, and 
one Naick and a Bhecl by us. The Bheels are reported to 
have descended tlic Wagoonda Ghauts in considerable 
numbers, with a great number of bullocks, plundered 
Troin the surrounding villages. I purpose going after 
them this evening with a light Detachment of 30 men. . 

I have the honour, etc. etc. 

(Signed.) J. OUTRAM, Lieut., 

Commanding Field Detachment. 

Moolair, 7th April 18^8. 

Captain NEWTON 

MaJOE of JJlllGADE. MaILIGAUM, 

SlE, 

I have the honour to report that since my letter of yester- 
day, (in which I reported the dispersion of the Bheels and 
my intention of proceeding in pursuit of them last night) 
tliey have sent us as a pledge of submission, tlie person, who 
had constituted himself Rajah, named Sew Rum, promising 
to throw themselves upon the mercy of Mr. Graham in the 
course of the day. Hostilities are accordingly suspended 
until evening, when I shall proceed against them if they do 
not fulfil their promises. 

I have the honour, etc., etc. 

(Signed.) J. OUTRAM, Lieut., 

Commanding Field DSta-chment. 


Moolair, 8th AprU 1825. 
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To 

Captain NEWTON, 

Majou op Baioaue, Canueisii. 

Sib, 

The ovcrtui'cs of the 13hils having appareiitl}’ been made only 
to gain time, Mr. Graham tlircctod me to proceed into the 
Mewas country where they ivere reported to have assembled 
in great numbers. 

I have the honour to report that I accordingly marched with 
a light Detachment of 30 sepoys and 20 Horse at night- 
fall, upon intelligence of 200 Bhils with their families and 
plunder under Rama and Rye Singh Naicks. About an 

j hour before daybreak their fires were pointed out to me, on 
tlic side of a steep and jungly range of hills. 

I made such dispositions to prevent escape as I was able, 
placing some men at the extreme of several of the ravines 
which led to their haunt : but I found it impossible to 
effect my purpose, the ravines and passes being innumer- 
able, and after detaching 18 men I proceeded with the 
remaining 12 (the horsemen were loft I miles off, the 
country being inaccessible to them) to climb the hill and 
should have succeeded in sui-prising them most completely 
had not a dog given tlie alarm when within a few yards of 
them. 

The uncertain light of the moon favoured their escape though 
followed by us very closely and fired upon frequently. 

In the chase I am sorry to say a boy was killed and a woman 
slightly wounded. 

We succeeded in securing the brother-in-law of Rama Naik and 
a woman. 

They were unable to caiTy off any of their plunder or 
cattle and left behind them IG bows with arrows, 5 swords, 
a matchlock and negarrah. We also secured 80 head of 
cattle. 

At daybreak I found them assembled in great numbers on 
many almost inaccessible points of the surrounding hills 
and agreeably to previous authority from Mr. Graham I 
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called to them (by moans of the prisoners) that if they 
would give tlieni.sclvos up, their lives nould he spared, but 
was only answered by abuse. 

I consequently dispersed my party in different directions to 
climb the hills and endeavour to come upon them but they 
would not stand — as we ascended one side they descended the 
other but wo had several opportunities of firing upon 
them, and report says many were wounded. I think it 
very probably the case. 

I have the honour, etc., etc., 

(Signed) J. OUTRAM, Lieut., 

Commanding Field Detachment. 

Moolmr, 8th April 182o. 

Such were the operations of which (’olonel Robertson must 
have had first hand reports at Jlalcgaon. A note by Outram 
liimself on the description of the Mulher Insurrection, 1825, by 
Mr. Giberno, subsequently C^ollcctor of Khaudesh, runs as follows: — , 

Note on Molair Insurrection. 

Tt was this Insurrection which c.tnscd Mr. Elphinstone, then 
Governor of Bombay, to insist upon this attempt to raise a 
Bliil Corps : all other measures having failed to bring the 
Bhil tribes into anj- state of submission. The Political 
Agents, Colonels Briggs and Robertson had heretofore 
opposed the attempt (which had been more than once pro- 
posed by Mr. Elphinstone) under the idea that we should 
thus be placing arms .'iiid power in the hands of inveterate 
foes, wlio would sooner or later turn them against ourselves. 

It is not !i very f.ar-fetchcd deduction to assume that tlic 
foundation of the Bhil Corps being decided on. Colonel Robertson 
selected on the Comm.andaiit also in consequence of the operations 
at Mulher. 

Accordingly', Bombay General Orders of April 22nd 1825 
notified that the services of Lieutenant. Outram, Adjutant, 2Srd 
Regiment N.ativc Infantry were placed at the disposal of the 
Collector and Political Agent in Khandesh for the purpose of 
commanding' a Bhil Corps to be raised in that province for Police 
duties. ' - 
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Outram had* at this time reached the ripe age of 22 years. 
Yet he had already done six years’ soldiering, and had been for three 
years Adjutant of his regiment, then known as the 1st Battalion of 
the l2th Native Infantry, afterwards as the 23rd Native Infantry 
and now as the 123rd Outram’s Bifles. During his Adjutancy he 
superintended the marching of the regiment from Poona to Baroda, 
and from Kathiawar to Malegaon. The experience he gained 
during these long marches through difficult country must have 
instilled into him that extraordinary power of realizing the needs of 
troops on the march which ever afterwards distinguished him. Not 
once nor twice in after years did Outram’s foresight prove the 
salvation of an army. With his appointment to raise the Bhil 
Corps ended his strictly' regimental duty', never to be resumed 'again 
till Cawnpore. Well may the 123rd be proud of having trained him, 
and "well may Indian volunteers glory in having numbered him in 
their ranks. 

Besides his military duties, he had secured 74 first spears out 
of 123 obtained by a party of twelve at pigsticking. He hadi also 
speared four nilgai, two liymnas, one leopard, and two w'olves. 
He had picked up two lion cubs, put tliem in his pockets, raced their 
mother home on his horse, and rvon. He had been blown up in 
Bombay harbour on a native craft. In short he had had more 
soldiering and shikar at 22 than many an officer can now expect in 
his whole career. 

Outi'am did not at once join his new appointment. He had a 
severe attack of fever, hardly to be wondered at when he had marched 
over 50 miles in two successiv'e nights to Mulher, and had fought a 
battle at the end of the second march. He remained in Malcgaou 
till the beginning of May, when he proceeded to Chalisgaon. He is 
best left to tell hOw the Bhil Corps was founded in his own words. 
Two comments may be made on them. Firstly, in A'lay the thermom- 
eter at Chalisgaon daily rises to 115° in the shade, a temperature 
not conducive to the frequent .and rapid climbing of precipitous hills 
over 2,000 feet above the plains. Secondly, Outram ushered in his 
new corps with the total defeat, in one night and with 30 men, of a 
rebel force, which a considerable British !irmy' for several months 
had failed m^en to touch. Nor was he content with merely rushing 
over tlie mountains after the Bhils. He found time to survey as he 
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Went, and fiirnislicd Government with a detailed plan of the Satmala 
Mountains in that neighbourhood, pointing out and defining the 
Bhil strongholds, and thereby greatly facilitating all future opera- 
tions in that quarter. 

■ A metalled road which was constructed up the mountain side 
between Chalisgaon and Kannad, and was opened by Mr. Ashburner 
in 1872, has been well named ‘ Outrain's Ghat. ’ 

“ 1 kept no copies of my corr'espondcnce,” writes Outram, “during 
tlic period from my appointment to raise the Bhcel Corps, in 
the middle of April 1825, until the date of my first official 
report (1st July 1825). A severe illness detained me in 
Malligaum until the beginning of May. When I proceeded 
to Chalisgaum where the Head Quarters of a Field Force was 
situated, which for two months had been endeavouring to keep 
in check tlie Bliccls of the Adjuntah (or Sathmalla) Range, 
who under the noted Pandoo and other then celebrated 
leaders, had been ravaging the plains below these mountains 
for a long time with impunity, and laughed at all the 
futile efforts of the regular troops to disturb them in their 
fastnesses, seeing that no communication could be obtained 
with the rebel Bliccls from thence, I then ascended to Kannur, 
a small Nizam’s station above the Ghauts, where I Was 
equally unsuccessful. Finding, therefore, that nothing could 
be effected towards laying the foundation of the corps, until 
the spirit of the tribes in rebellion wfis subdued, who had 
the arrogance to suppose that our troops dreaded to penetrate 
to their haunts, and carried their depredations to the pickets 
of the British Camp, tlic very flocks belonging to which 
they had recently carried off, 1 accordingly revisited 
Chalisgaum in the hope of inducing active operations, but, 
failing in that object, I made my way to a native officer’s 
post, stationed at Jategaon, .about 30 miles distant, and 
above the Ghauts. I’he object of this post was merely to 
protect the village which li.a<l been threatened by the Bheels, 
but the Detachment, being from my own Regiment, and 
knowing me heretofore as their Adjutant, the natjvc officer 
ignorant, tliat, being now on staff employ, I no longer had 
any authority in the Regiment, at once obeyed my orders, 

6 



THE KHANDESH BIIIL COEPS. 


«•> 

to liavc all his disposcable men in readiness for a dour 
after nightfall when I inarched in the guidance of a spy 
I hail taken with me, on the strong position in the licai't 
of the mountains, which 1 had been informed was then 
occupied by the united tribes, who had just assembled in 
great numbers for the purpose of undertaking some enter- 
prise. My detachment consisted of only 30 bayonets, but 
I calculated on etfectually surprising the rebels from so 
unexpected a quarter, and on coming upon tliem before 
daybreak, when unable ' to observe the weakness of their 
assailants. I had little doubt they would disperse in con- 
fusion. The result was as I had expected. On the first 
alarm that tlie red coats were upon them which was given 
by the scouts, while we were 3 'et too far off to attack 
effectually, the whole body fled, panic struck, scattering in 
every direction and leaving their women, children, and 
wretched property at our merc 3 \ I then ■ separated my 
small party into threes and fours, with orders to pursue 
while any Bheels were to be seen and then to rendezvous at 
the Blieel hattec (encampment), searching the ravines on 
tlieir return. Seeing the red coats in so manj' different 
quarters, the effect of which was increased by hearing their 
musketry in such opposite directions, confirmed the idea of 
tile enemy that the whole British force was upon them and 
prevented any attempt to rally. Their dispersion was 
complete, two of the Bheels were killed in the pursuit, many 
others were supposed to be wounded, and almost all their 
families remained in my power. Having the evening 
before sent information to Major Deschamps of my in- 
tended attempt, he was induced to co-operate, and the 
troops from below soon after joined me. The Bheels were 
so hotly pursued for some days that they could not 
re-asscmble, and their haunts being then occupied by our 
troops their iiower was so completely broken, that I was 
then enabled to commence operations, and laid the founda- 
tion„ of the corps through the meilium of my captives, 
some of whom were released 'bo bring in the relatives of the 
rest on the pledge that they all should be set at liberty. 
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I thus cATeetod .an intorcoursc wilh some of the leading 
Naicks ; went alone with them into theiv jungles; gained 
their hearts by copious libations of brandy, and their 
confidence by living unguarded among tliem, and hunting 
with them, until, at last, I persuaded 3 of the most adven- 
turous to risk their fortunes with me, which small beginning I 
considered ensured ultimate success. 

The young commandant’s position, on leaving the regular army 
and finding himself in possession of his first five Bhils, may be 
compared to that of the ring-master of a circus, who is suddenly 
deprived of tlie-wcll trained performers to which he is accustomed, 
presented with a collection of half shy-, half savage, animals straight 
from tlie forest, and ordered to teach them tricks and exliibit their 
performances to the public. It will be as well to explain here wJiat 
performances were desired by the owner of the circus. How the 
children of the jungle were taught, and liow their performances 
surpassed the owner’s wildest hopes, will be told hereafter. 

On May 6th, 1826, Colonel Robertson wrote to Lieutenant 
Outran! as follows — 

To 

Lieut. OUTRAM, 

Commanding Bheel Corps 
Sir, 

1' As the ground work of the few instructions I deem it at the 
present moment necessary to give you in reference to the 
Bheel Corps which it is intended to raise I beg accompanying 
to transmit copy extract of a letter which I addressed to 
the Commissioner under date 11th March last respecting this 
subject; from which you will generally perceive the object 
for which the corps is to be embodied, the pay that it is 
proposed to give to the men, and the extent to which it 
is intended to subject them to military drill. You will 
also observe that it is intended to obtain a few steady com- 
missioned and non-commissioned officers and privates from 
the Line to aid you in the execution of this object, and, 
generally, at least in the^ first instance, to fill the situation 
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of the native officers and most also of those of the non- 
commissioned officers, till experience may show that we may 
safely make such promotions, to some extent, amongst the 
Bhils themselves. 

8 I conclude from your private communication that you have 
now so far recovered from the effects of the exposure ” 
at Mooleir as to have proceeded to join IMr. Graham at 
Challeesgaum. From this gentleman you may calculate on 
receiving every assistance, in explaining to the Bhcels the 
object of embodying the corps and inducing them to enlist. 

S The Bheels in the Challeesgaum Tallooka as well as those in the 
Bhurgaum and Erandole Tallookas arc those who give us the 
mo.st trouble as police subjects, and who probably are the most 

. straitened in their circumstances. From these districts there- 
fore I should wish that you could embody most of the men. 
Hereafter a few of the Kothecl Bheels from the Jamner and 
Nusseerabad Tallookas may be added, as well as a few from 
Baglan, both to extend the benefit of the coi’ps as far as 
possible and to the utrao.st degree to prevent any ill-effects 
from the whole of the recruits belonging to one part of the 
country and possessing the same prejudices and partialities. 
The effects will be greatly obviated by extending the recruit- 
ing, in the way proposed, and by the employment of native 
officers and non-commissioned officers from the Line. 

4 I will thank you to inform me of the number of native 

officers and non-commissioned officei’s and sepoys whom you 
consider it in the first instance necessary to have the aid 
of, when I will take the requisite measures to obtain their 
services. 

5 In the first instance it will be prudent probably not to give 

the recruits money. Instead of this I w'ould suggest that 
they should be chiefly paid by an allowance of grain, making 
to them only at certain periods small disbursements of cash. 
The grain you should yourself procure. By and bye money 
may no doubt be given, and as all will prefer to have money, 
you might discontinue the issue of grain to every person 
tjiat you may have reason to think will not abuse the 
indulgence. 
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6 Foi’ the purpose of making a purchase of provisions 

and for meeting tlic oilier expenses of the duty assigned to 
you, you will require an advance. This I shall be prepared 
to issue on your requisition, passing it to your personal debit 
in the first instance and clearing it hereafter by tire credit 
of your monthlj' abstracts. In these you should merely 
charge the pay of each man and not the purchase or issue of 
grain, which may be considered as merely a temporary 
arrangement. 

7 I should wisli you to state whether you think a sergeant 

on the same principle as a sergeant to the local corps or 
whether an English writer merely for the information of 
your papers would be of most, use. You will require n 
Carcoon and I bog you will entertain one at the same 'pay 
as *is authorized by Government for the Local Corps, Z'is., 
Rs. 20 per mensem. 

8 In the first instance such duty will not be expected from the 

Bhcels, but you should keep them as much employed as 
possible in such a manner as will teach them the important 
duty of obedience to orders. This you can only effect by 
degrees, but it should constantly be kept in mind and 
enforced as circumstances permit, and till you have attained 
it. Nothing will better ensure this, than when you employ 
them, alway.s doing so under non-commissioned officers from 
the Line, who should be taught above all things to inculcate 
into the minds of the Bhcels the principle of strictly 
adhering to orders, as the very essence of their duty. 

9 This is the main point to which in the first instance your 

attention should be devoted, as striking, as it will, at the root 
of all their loose and ii-regular habits and substituting in 
their stead punctuality and subordination. It will be the 
most difficult matter to accomplish. Some attention to their 
personal appearance too and any other iriinutiw of that 
natune which is calculated to excite more favourable 
. impressions in respect to themselves and a change of habits, 
will be of great moment. Punishments of a personal nature 
should bo avoided. For minor offences you will soon 
discover punishments suitable to their own ideas and for 
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those of ft serious uftturc the offenders should invftvifthly 
be dismissed before, if it should be necessary, they iiro 
handed over to the Magistrate. This will excite a pride 
in those that remain in the corps. 

10 Some of the lower grades of non-commissioned officers 

should be left open as a stimulus for exertion and attention 
and as a reward for those who may excel, for though it is 
not thought prudent to employ their own Naiqs, or even to 
engage anyone in an}' other than the lowest grade, yet it 
would be wrong not to promote from the corps, at least to 
the more inferior stations, as soon as it is judged it can he 
done with safet}'. To such vacancies you should pojnt the 
attention of the men generally. 

11 The number to be enlisted will depend on the future 

decision of Government. In the meantime I think you may 
witJiout risk of exceeding the wishes of the Hon’blc the 
Governor in Council enlist as far as 400 men. You can 
favour me with a special report every two mouths as to 
your progress in recruiting and in reclaiming those who 
may have enlisted, also occasionally of the opinion your 
experience may give you reason to entertain of the likelihood 
of advantage being derived from the measure. It will, I 
apprehend, greatly depend on the information Government 
may receive on these points, how far they may consider it 
necessary to proceed with the Corps. 

13 I will also thank you to let me know wliat you should conceive 
should be the organization of the corps as to officers and 
non-commissioned officers and when arms may, you think, 
be entrusted to them, which will not, I apprehend, be for 
sometime, till in fact they evidently shew a relish ff)r their 
new mode of life. 

13 Your Head Quarters you will observe are intended to be at 
Dhurungaum or Erruiidoic, but it will not probably be 
material if you do not for a short time flccide on which place 
you maj' ultimately j>refer, as the duties of recruiting will 
oblige you to be somewhat on the move. Eventually as fixing 
the Bhecls to a certain spot and thereby teaching them to have 
fL home, it w'ill be advantageous to have a fixed cantonment. 
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14 111 tliusc iiistrucbions 1 may have omitted many material 
points, but if so 3'ou will point them out and I shall be 
happy to suppl}' the defect. They are to be considered 
more as an outline of what is required tlian as a perfect 
guide. Ill no other undertaking does more depend on the 
personal cliaracter and conduct of the officer. A conciliatory 
disposition towards the Bheels convincing them you feel an 
interest in them and a pride in seeing them do well, arc of 
all others the points tiuit arc most likely to earn their regard 
and to excite in them those better feelings which it is the 
chief wish of Government b}' the raising of the Corps to 
generate, and in your zeal and discretion the government 
■'has every guarantee that this, its humane object, will be 
most sedulously attended to. ^ 

Such were the ins'truclions received by Outrain. In acknow- 
ledging them he makes no comment for the present, but specifies his 
demand for Regulars. This is his reply : — 

Sir 

Agreeably to the desire expressed in your letter containing the 
instructions for my guidance in raising the Bliecl Corps, to 
the command of which you have been pleased to nominate 
me, I have the honour to .state what I conceive will be the 
strength of the Draft from the Line required for its founda- 
tion. 

A Detail of 12 Subedars, 12 Jemedai's, 5 Ha-vildars, 5 Naiques, 
12 Buglers and llO Privates would be a sufficient check upon 
the Bheels when the Corps has attained its full strength, I am 
of opinion, and will be necessary to instruct them for duties 
with Avhich it might be imprudent to entrust the Bheels until 
I have have had sufficiently long acquaintance with them, to 
be enabled to place confidence in them. 

As the success of tlie measures iiiiist depend so much upon the 
zeal and conciliatory demeanour of these men, I should wish 
to keej) sev eral vacajicies in the higher ranks open at first, 
which would be a spur to their exertions. For this reason 
I beg to propose a Draft from the Line of 12 Jemedars, 
12 Buglers, and 4K Rank and File, from among whom I 
would promote comiuissioned and nun-commissioned officers 
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to the number above mentioned, when in the CoUi'se of a 
few months I had become perfectly acquainted with them. 

I beg leave to object to a European Sergeant and to propose 
a Native writer of English instead, as the former would bo 
without society and as is usually the case with persons of 
tlrat class might seek solace in intoxication. I have provided 
myself witli a Carcoon according to your permission. 
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FIRST SIGNS OF PROGRESS. 

T he young commandant was armed, at least for that part of 
the province in which ho was to reside, with civil as well as 
militarj' powers. There were already two Bhil agents appointed, 
one for the southern or Satmala range, and the other for .the 
Sahyadris and western jungle. These officers had multifarious 
duties, which may be summed up in the expressive native term 
“ ma-bap.” The Bhils were to them as children. They must de- 
fend the Bhils, stand up for their rights, educate them, teach tliem 
to engage in worthy j)ursuits, provide them with money for a start 
in life. At the same time they must see that their children did not 
waste their money in quarrelling and vice, repress crime, and gene- 
rally practise the doctrine of not sparing the rod where its use was 
necessary. 

Colonel llobertson liad already issued instructions to the other 
Bhil agents. He forwarded copies of those instructions to Lieut. 
Outram on the SiSth September 1825. The forwarding letter is' so 
interesting as to warrant its being quoted at length : — 

Sill, 

I beg, enclosed, to transmit for your information an extract 
from a letter I did myself the honour to address to the 
Commissioner, under date 30th July last, and also copy of 
his reply dated the 6th instant, with a copy of a letter I have 
this day addressed to Captains Rigby and Ovans on the 
subject thereof. 

2 As you will for some time be mainly occupied in tlie forma- 
tion of your corps it will only be in your power to act 
occasionally as a BhccI Agent, but when you do act, you 
will keep these instructions in view. 



50 


TII£ KHANUKSU 13U1L COUPS. 


‘3 The division in which you will have more pcculiarlj' to act 
will consist of the Districts of Erruiiclolc, Nussecrabad, 
Chopra, Yawal, and Sawda and Hawcrc. This range of 
districts I shall make over to the charge of Mr. Graham 
for the ensuing year, and as before stateil, you can only 
yet occasionally do the duties of a Bliecl Agent. Mr. 
Graham will in the interim be directed as much as possible 
with reference to tile instructions now enclosed, to extend 
his superintendence to that class of people and you will 
therefore, in all you do, act in concert with and in conformity 
to the suggestions of that gentleman, whilst this arrange- 
ment may exist. In the meantime, till Mr. Graham takes 
charge of these districts, I will send you such special 

• instructions from time to time as may be requisite for your 
guidance. 

4 I shall iilace the Central Districts under Mr. Erskiuc and he 

will also have his attention particularly directed to the 
instructions regarding Bheels, which he will be specially 
charged most carefully to act upon and to carry into effect 
ill that tract. The Central Districts consist of the Dhulia, 
Aminulnair and Talnere Mamletdaries. 

5 Mr. Dent will similarly be instructed to give his attention to 

the Bheels of the Districts of Nehr (exclusive of Bhamcre) 
an<l the Talooka of Mallegaum, north of the Girna and of 
the Lohneir Tallookas, which will be too distant for the 
superintendence of Captain Rigby. 

6 All the Bhcel ulfairs to the southward of your position 

eastward to Janmere and inclusive of that ilistrict, will be 
under Captain Ovans. 

7 I have mentioned these arrangements to you that as Com- 

nmnilant of the Bhcel Corps you may be aware that no 
parties should be detached by you to these districts, but at 
the i-c(iucst of the officers in charge of them or on my 
orders, excejit in cases of emergency, when you think 
that injury would be sustained by the public interests, liy 
waiting for any request of tills description, as for instance 
when you may have undoubted information of the retreat of 
any person charged with a robbery, or of a gathering of 
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hiiiidllti, or, T lU'L-d hiirdly add, wlicn you may bo in y)ur- 
•siiiL of hhiovcs, and in all those oases yon will ns soon as 
possible make known the eiroumstaiioe to the officer who 
may be in charge of the rlistricts you may so act in. 
This , limitation, wliicb will bo ctpially acted upon by the 
assistants and other BIiccl Agents, is necessary to preclude 
the risk of their counteracting each other's operations. 

8 You will maintain the establishment authorized by Govern- 
ment for your agency and I shall apply to the Commis- 
sioner for his authority to your framing 3'onr militnry^ 
abstracts on the same principle as those of the otlier Bheel 
.Agents. Your abstract for Civil Pa\' _vou will have the 
goodness lo send to me. 

The Sntmalla hills containcil the very worst of the rebellious 
Bhils, and it was from amongst these that the five fir.st recruits 
were obtained. Outram now marched aci'oss the province in a noi-th- 
easterly direction to Dharangaon, where he established his head- 
quarters. Precisely why he chose Dharangaon is not explained. 
True, the town is central, and has a good market. But it is in a 
bleak and dry country, and’ has no Jiving water supply. Such 
water as is available is stored in ancient tanks, lint these are apt 
to become stagnant, or fail altogether, in the hot weather. Erandol, 
only 7 miles distant, was offercil as an alternative. Here is an 
equallj' large town, a running stream, and many good wells. How- 
ever, Outram, doubtless for some good reason, jircferred Dharan- 
gaon, and Dharangaon became the headquarters of the Khandesh 
Bhil Corp.s, and remained so till the end. Letters show that Outram 
arrived there bcfoi'e the end of June 1825. How he got there, and 
how he managed to retain the faithful five on the march, is not 
recorded. It seems a pitv' that he left no diary of tliose dajs. 
The march must have been, to saj- the least of it, fidl of incident. 
But arrive he did, and with him were not five, but twentj'-five re- 
cruits. The twenty had been picked up on the march from among 
the tamer Bhils of the plain villages. On arrival he sent his first 
regular report to the Collector — the first of a long and interesting 
scries. Little excuse is needed for reproducing here thi.s» report. It 
ignores absolutely the heat, and dangers, difficulties, and the extreme 
discomfort that must have been cxpcricncctl. In fact it reads 
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almost as if the writer was in the habit of fonning regiments out of 
savage tribes once a month : — 

Sir, 

I now do myself the honour, agreeably to the desire ex[)resse(i 
in your instructions of the 6th May, to make a special 
report of my proceedings during the two months I have 
been employed in recruiting for the Bhccl Corps of 
Candeish, and of what hope I now entertain of the ultimate 
success of this measure. 

You are aware that severe illness delayed my departure from 
Mallegaum until the 8th May, when according to your 
directions I proceeded to Chaleesgaum to endeavour to raise 
recruits amongst the Bheels in tliat quarter. 

I then received every assistance from Mr. Graham, who laid 
things in train for me, by ordering the Mamlatdars and 
other native agents to explain to the Patells of villages 
and such Bheels as were available to their communication, 
(the greater portion being in the hills plundering) the 
advantages and nature of tlie service now open lo the 
Bheel tribe, and recommending all of that class to take 
advantage of the opportunity of engaging with me. 

Whilst this might take elTcct I went to Kunner, above the 
Ghauts, privately to solicit the fissistancc of Captain Kelly 
of the Nizam’s service, who, I was given to understand, has 
great influence with the Candeish Bheels in his vicinity. 
He most kindly exerted himself to induce some of them to 
embrace the service, but without success, and at last having 
given his decided opinion that their prejudices and fears 
were not to be overcome, I returned to Challcesgaum on 
the 26th May, where I found none had been induced to 
offer, but aware of the advantages which would most pro- 
bably result from our obtaining a footing amongst the 
Bheels of that neighbourhood, the most turbulent in Can- 
deish, I continued in that Talooka, visiting and rcsidiiig 
at different Bheel villages until the 15th June. The 
obstacles I here met with I at one time almost despaired 
of surmounting, especially their fears! Three or four 
whoni I first enlisted were frightened away by an absurd 
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reporh llmt. I was enticing them to trnnspoi'tation ! They 
especially at first looked upon the nieasiive witli a very 
suspicions eye, the treachery and cruelty of former rulers 
being still fresh in their memory, hut 1 came awiiy with, 
though only five recruits, the satisfactory feeling that 
their fears were entirely removed as evinced by their 
entrusting their few relations to my charge, and their 
prejudices greatly overcome, so that I have no doubt I shall 
obtain many recruits from that quarter when the nature of 
the service is better understood. 

I had anticipated, having overcome the great difficulty, 
engaging the first few and those from amongst the most 
disorderly and suspicious race, little persuasion was neces- 
sary to induce some of the Burgaum and Errundolc Bhcels 
to join me as I passed through those Purgannahs, which 
together with ChaUeesgaum, I was particularly directed to 
make tlie scab of iny first endeavours. 

The number of recruits I this day muster is 25, which know- 
ing the difficulties and obstacles that prevented my enlist- 
ing a single man during the whole of May and beginning 
of June, I hope you will conshlcr as successful as possibly 
could he expected, and an auspicious commencement, and as 
none who have once taken service (with the exception of 
the first three or four alluded to above, who deserted the 
same day they enlisted) have since left it, tliough brought 
a considerable distance from their country and kindred, 
I think tlicj' are determined to stand the trial, whicli must 
convince them of the advantages of their new state, com- 
pared to their dangerous and unsettled mode of life 
hitherto, in which, at the best of times, they can procure hut 
a precarious subsistence and one frequently exposed to 
want, so that they will not readily be induced to give np the 
former to return to the latter. Time must prov’c whether or 
not they can become sincerely attached to peaceable habits, 
but I have every hope they will be found to he of u more 
malleable disposition than is generally supposed. 
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I pannot say 1 think hhls is ti task I'iisily or spooilily to he 
ttccom])lishe(l ; nnieli perseverance, j)atienee, and trouble 1 
t'oi’esec will he required in tlie (irsfc j)laei‘ to conciliate 
and bring tliem under proper subjection, and a steady, 
though mild rule, must be preserved when that is accom- 
plished, but 1 trust I am most zealously disposed to bestow 
every attention, and spare no endeavour to meet the wislies 
of Government in forwarding tliis measure, so creditable 
to myself should I succeed. 

1 have every expectiition my next report will be most satis- 
factory as to mmibers ; I consider one of tin? greatest 
difficulties overcome establishing a foundation. 

1 am now at Dliurrnnganm which, being one of the places 
left to my choice, I am disposed to make my iieadqnartei-. 
As far as I can learn ami to all appearance it is the 
healthiest spot in the neighbourhood, and I have accord- 
ingly commenced liutting my recruits for the monsoon. 

For those who do not know Khandesh it is necessary to explain 
hero that the climate of the province is extremely dry from N'ovem- 
ber to Juue. Often not a drop of rain falls for seven months. 
At the latter end of June however, the south-west nionsoon bursts 
with great regularity and usually with violence. From June to 
October there is incessant rain, totalling between 25 and SO inches. 
The country roads arc impassable for carts, and every man clings 
to his home, for tlie very good reason that it is difficult t-o travel. 
But Outrani and his Bhils had no home. What thev did for shelter 
at Dharaiigaon in 182-5 is not known, but they can hardly have been 
luxurious. Subsequently, Oiitram built for himself a roomy bungalow, 
which has but lately been pulled down. Other bungalows and offices 
arose near it, and regimental lines sprang up for the corps. But 
the first rains must have been most uncomfortable. However, tlie 
corps progressed in spite of tiiscomfort and hardship. Outram 
himself livetj in a disused kacheri or court house. He managed to 
provide hutting for some of his men, and quartered the rest in the 
town. Punctually on September 1st, he sent in his second report, which 
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is doqucril not only of nniterial and moral progrobs, but of tlie deter- 
niinatiou, vigour and tactfulness of the writer. This is it: — 


To 


Lifut.-Col. ROBERTSON, 

COLLECTOII IN CaNUEIsII, 

Duoolia. 


Sir, 

1 I have the honour to report the progress I have made in 

organising the Bhcel Corjjs since 1113- last of the l»t July 
18 ^ 0 , the number of Bheels who had tlieii embraced the 
seriice was Jio, on the 1 st August they amounted to 62 , 
and the number now is 92 . 

2 You will be sorri to obscne the}' ha\o not increased in 

number during the last month, in the rates that iliight 
have been exjiected from the former ; several arc the 
causes of this, p.irtlv from the iMohariim festival having 
intervened, during which I kept all mv men together and 
endeavoured to make them spend a happy holidti}', partly 
liecause 1 find it prudent at present not to appear to 
press the rajiid assembl3 of a large number while 3-et 
unarmed, bui chiefli, I am sorri to sai, because the 
suspicion of our mobiles gains ground daily. Alarming 
reports are doubtless kept alive Iii those who are inter- 
fested in frustrating this measure, in the success of which 
they foresee the death-blow to }>luiulering w ith impunity; 
which reports .ire slreiigthened from the circumstance of 
those I h.iee assembled being kept without arms, and the 
alarin heightened from an unfortunate coincidence, the 
town of Durrung.ium and the leiy kutchery in W'hich I am 
resilling having been the scene of the massacre of a num- 
ber who were assembled on a lery similar plea about 11 
A'cars ago. The liulcheries of th.it period are fresh in 
their menioi'A , ,ind a repetition is di ended hi' all but those 
Wild .ire now with me. To remoie their fears, I have 
spared no ende.iMmr b3' constant intercourse with them; 
talking of the cruilt3 aboie .illiided to witl,i in.irks of 
detestation and without resirve: explaining the .■ul\untagc^ 
we expect from their seriices (for they eould not under- 
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stand and would suspect any other motive for tlie libcralit\' 
of Government); listening to their complaints and enquir- 
ing into and obtaining redress for oppression to which 
tile families of some were subjected when unable to 
complain, they tliemselvcs being amenable to justice for 
a breach of its laws ; interceding for those who though 
proscribed have sought my intercession, taking every 
opportunity of displai’ing a perfect confidence in them 
and demanding services from them, etc., etc. By these 
means 1 have succeeded in inspiring almost all who arc in 
the corps with a feeling of security and confidence in me, of 
which I have had ample proof. Had this not fortunately 
been the case, the undertaking must have been ruined on 
the 26th instant, when by sonic means or other a report was 
spread amongst my men, that in the great concourse of 
people assembled in the town on that day (being the last 
of the festival) were concealed the agents by ivlioni they 
were to be slaughtered in the evening! This was well 
calculated to .strike terror in the minds of men most of 
whom had parents or relations cut off bj' such treachery 
in the Paiswah’s reign, but the report was only crcditeil 
by about 1-5 of the most timorous and newest of my 
recruits, who fled on the first alarm ; the moment I heard 
of the rumour (which was brought to me by some of 
the Bhcels themselves) I ordered them to assemble and 
was promptly obeyed. 1 explained to them how much 
disappointed I had reason to be in them, who, notwitli- 
btanding the confidence I placed in them, sleeping under 
their swords every night (having only a Bheel guard at my 
residence) still continued to harbour suspicions of me ! The 
feeling witli which they answered me was so gratifying that 
I do hot regret the cause which brought it forth. They 
immediately' ivcnt after the fugitives and returned with eight 
in the evening, the others whose fears had carried them 
out of reach, are still absent, but I have not struck tlicm off 
the strength of the corps, their friends having gone to 
recall them, and 1 have not a doubt they will be hajijiy to 
return when they find their fears were groundless. 
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Others Have given early proof of their fidelity. In the 
beginning of August I despatched two parties to recruit, 
the one of a liavildar and 20 Bheels to the Challees- 
gaum, the other of a naiqiie and 10 to the Loonair 
Purgannah ; most of them were inhabitants of the countries 
to which they were sent, and on tlieir arrival at their 
homes they found that report had been busy with their 
fate during their absence ! So terrified were their rela- 
tions from what they had heard of our intentions that 
they endeavoured by every means to persuade our men to 
desert. But notwithstanding their solicitations every man 
/eturned, though they could only prevail on nine men to 
accompany them. 

4 If I am unnecessai’ily prolix in the relation of these parti- 
culars, it is caused by my anxiety to prove the necessitj^ 
of the early attention of Government to the subject of my 
communication of the 2nd ultimo. Agreeably to your 
permission I purchased 20 swords which I have distributed 
among my men, but they are not calculated to give the 
appearance of security which I am anxious to display. I 
have shown that those now with me are free from fear, but 
if kept without arms I could net answer for their long 
remaining so. Arming them will be the quickest and 
surest means of removing the suspicions of the Bheel popu- 
lation generally, which are almost the only obstacle to the 
success of a measure which must prove of the greatest 
utility. It will subdue, I am confident, the rapacious spirit 
of that class, to which the country has so long been a prey, 
and which no laws or measures hitherto, whether of coercion 
or kindness, have been able to subject. 

It is with much satisfaction I report the following particu- 
lars of the great success which has already attended the 
steps I have taken to bring tliose Bheels in the corps into 
habits of regularity and subjection. 

“ Having previously obtained your assent, I promoted, in tlie 
beginning of July, 3 Bheels to naiques, and on 1st August 
one of the naiques to_ havildar. My motives for making 
such early promotion were to excite a spirit of emulation, 

8 
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by showing what they have to look up to as the reward 
of good behaviour and to teach obedience to non-commis- 
sioned officers of my creation, in opposition to what they 
had hitherto been only accustomed to pay their hereditary 
naigues. My wishes have been completely answered — ^the 
non-commissioned oflScers are made aware of their respon- 
sibility and the privates look up to them as they ought. 

“ The great bar to order at first, was their frequent indulgence 
in intoxication. This I have put out of their power by the 
mode of payment which provides them daily with scarcely 
more than sufficient to obtain the necessaries of life, ex- 
cepting on the last day of the month when the surplus of 
their pay is given ; which I am happy to find they begin 

, to spend in articles of finery in preference to spirituous 
liquors, and I have not known of a single instance of 
excess in this respect during the last month. 

“ The payments of the Bheel Corps are regulated as follows : — 
Two annas are paid every morning, thus controlling their 
expenditure which would otherwise outstrip their means, 
unacquainted as the generality are at present with the use 
of money, the remainder amounting to 10 annas in a short, 
and 12 annas in a long month, is paid on the last day of 
the month, when I receive the acknowledgment. 

“ The clothing I have given them consists of a puggrie, dyed 
green, a white angracka reaching to the knee, and goorgie 
reaching below the knee, made double and of strong cloth, 
which I find best adapted to their inclinations, and gives 
them a very respectable appearance ; which 1 am glad 
to find they are sensible of. They are daily improving in 
cleanliness and beginning to expend the surplus they re- 
ceive at the end of the month in purchasing shiocs or 
ornaments 1 This dress will last about six months, and is 
well calculated for a Police, being perfectly uniform, and 
looking very well with native arms ; it is at the same time 
the cheapest that could be given, the whole expense being 
under 3^ rupees. 

** I was unable to proceed in hutting more than about 30 men, 
grass pot being procurable so late in the season ; the rest 
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•I have quartered in empty houses in the town, without 
infringing on any prejudices of the inhabitants, who were 
at first much averse to their neighbourhood, and had fre- 
quent reason of complaint against the Bheels, being then 
rather disorderly j but those complaints have entirely ceased 
and their behaviour now is the satisfaction of everyone. 

I have at present divided the corps into two classes, the one 
consisting of men for general Police duties, the other of 
tliose whom I hope to train and discipline as Light Infan- 
try. The latter are selected from the youngest and most 
intelligent ; of this class there are at present about SO. 
The duties I exact arc light, from the former a daily and 
nightly guard of a naique (or lance) and six privates, 
from the latter — ^ivhom I wish to attach as much* as 
possible to my person — two orderlies are supplied daily. In 
pursuance of what I deemed prudent, demanding early 
service from them, I detached several parties to recruit. The 
ill success of two, who were sent to the greatest distances 
I have already shown, but the fidelity they evinced on that 
occasion was more gratifying than the most complete success. 
I have reason to be equally well pleased with the various 
parties which I detached in Hie neighbourhood, all of which, 
though meeting with little success, deserved tlie trust I 
placed in them and exerted themselves to the utmost. For 
the same reasons and to terrify the otlier Bheels into taking 
timely refuge in the corps, I also employed my men on 
one or two occasions to apprehend offenders. You have 
already been informed that a detachment from the Bheel 
Corps was anticipated in the seizure of the notorious 
Heeria naique by one day, and they appriehended thirteen 
thieves who had committed a late robbery, but upon not 
finding the articles on them, tlicsc wei-e released though 
there was no doubt that they were the perpetrators, the 
information against tlieni being given by an accomplice, whose 
evidence I did not think prudent to bring forward. The 
alacrity they evince in the performance of these services 
convinces me they will soon have no scruple to bring their 
nearest relations to justice if required to do so. That thosiS 
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exertions have terrified the Bheels who continue to oppose the 
laws is fully proved by two of the most notorious naiqucs 
Sailia and Biwajee, who have for years eluded all attempts 
to apprehend them, having voluntarily tendered their sub- 
mission to me, although they are proscribed. Taking 
advantage of the opportunity of tlieir being in my 
handsi, would have been very detrimental to establish the 
character of the friend of the Bheels on which the success 
of my undertaking much depends. I therefore promised 
my intercession with you in their behalf, on which subject 
I had the honour privately to address you on the ^2nd 
ultimo. 

“ I may also mention in proof of this position, the circumstance 
of the country for 15 miles round Durrangaum which had 
been hitherto most particularly a prey to the rapacity of 
the Bheels, having been perfectly free from their depre- 

• dations. Since the establishment of the BhccI Corps at this 
place not a single robbery ha*- taken place, though formerly 
of daily occurrence, and travellers who then never ventured 
out without the protection of horsemen or sebundies, now 
proceed unarmed alone! 

“ Should the Bheels in the coi’ps prove faithful and efficient 
servan-ts, which the little experience I have now had in them 
leads me confidently to hope I shall render them; the rest of 
that class will be compelled to have recourse to peaceable 
occupations for a livelihood, when it is not unreasonable 
to hope this hitherto degraded race finding protection under 
our mild rule where no distinction is drawn between Bheel 
and Brahmin, may become gradually habituated and attached 
to the change. Such is what I foresee will be tlie reward of 
this humane measure, and though I am aware it will at 
present be treated as a vague speculation, I do not hesitate 
thus early to express my confidence in the result. 

“ In consideration of the irregular class of people I have to deal 
.with, I humbly intreat that the few propositions I may 
make in the first stages of this undertaking may be treated 

• with more indulgence than as coming from so young and 
inexperienced a man, they may otherwise be intitled to. 
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“ I may possibly in some instances be unable to abide by former 
custom or rule, in my attempts to reform those in the corps, 
wherein I must be guided chiefly by circumstances as they 
occur. Placing early trust in them, for instance, will be 
naturally regarded as imprudent and throwing temptation 
in their way, yet I am persuaded that this is the only way 
to make them trustworthy. Delay in their sanction is what 
I dread, and to show the necessity of avoiding it is my 
reason for making these remarks, and humbly requesting 
that you will consider the expediency of sanctioning or 
objecting to my proposals without further reference, whilst 
this undertaking is yet in its infancy. 

‘ iS. I beg you will bring to notice the delay which has taken 
place in drafting the detachment from the Line which ,was 
authorized by Government upwards of a month ago, but 
of which I have since heard nothing. Thus delaying it 
until my recruits are numerous and showing them too plainly 
that they are sent as a chock upon the corps might have 
produced the v'orst consequences had I not guarded against 
it by leading the Bheels to expect them from the beginning. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) J. OUTRAM, 

Durrungaum, 1st Sept. 1825. Lieut. Commanding Bheel Corps. 

The infant battalion was already nearly 100 strong. The Com- 
mandant was the personal friend and adviser of every one of his men. 
The corps itself, and tlic surrounding public, reposed tlieir confidence 
in him. His men had already done good service in catching 
thieves and dacoits. Merchants who had gone armed and in fear of 
their lives, began to travel unmolested and unarmed. The founda- 
tions of an enduring peace were more surely laid in tlifee montlis 
by one unaided youth, than in seven years by many experienced 
leaders, in hundreds of expeditions at the cost of thousands of lives. 
How was it done ? Not by an unbending discipline or 6y incessant 
punishments. “ Copious libations of brandy, ’ tiger hunts, and a 
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long holiday at the Mohurrum, could not be expected from a severe 
martinet. How then was it done ? By the example of one fearless 
gentleman, who bore the heat with the hardiest, faced the tiger Avith 
the boldest, sympathized with the most miserable and depraved, and 
held out the hand of love to those who had known no love. Writing 
on the subject of “ The Tomb of his Ancestors ” Mr. Kipling says : 
“ The main character was certainly modelled on Outram. The 
inscription of course (on the tomb itself) is the one to Cleveland of 
Bhagalpur who died 50 years before Outram.” The likeness of 
Outram to Cleveland is certainly striking. What a solitary oflBcer 
had done among the Fahadyas of Bhagalpur and the Santhal 
Parganas in 1780, Outram was doing among the Khandesh Bhils 
in 1825. Fortunately for the British Empire, Outram did not 
succumb to his early labours, but lived on to win more glory in wider 
fields. Had he died at Dharangaon in 1835, the memorial tablet to 
Cleveland might w'cll, Avith name and date altered, have been set up 
over his grave. The inscription on that tablet, as quoted in the 
Gazetteer of Bhagalpur, reads as folloAvs ■ — 

%ii ttie dmetnorp of ^tt$tuctu£( Clebelanb, 

LATE COLLECTOR OF THE DISTRICTS OF BHAUGULPORB AND RAJAMAHALL, 
WHO, WITHOUT BLOODSHED OB THE TERROR OF AUTHORITY. 
employing only the means op CONCILIATION, CONFIDENCE, AND 

benevolence, attempted and accosiplished 
the entire subjection op the lawless and savage inhabitants op the 

JUNGLETERRY OF RAJAMAHALL, 

WHO HAD LONG INFESTED THE NEIGHBOURING LANDS BY THEIR 
PREDATORY INCURSIONS, 

INSPIRED THEM WITH A TASTE FOR THE ARTS OF CIVILISED LIFE, 
and ATTACHED THEM TO THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT BY A CONQUEST 

Over their minds— 

THE most permanent, AS THE MOST RATIONAL, MODE OP DOMINION, 
the governor-general AND COUNCIL OP BENGAL, 

IN HONOUR OP HIS CHARACTER. AND FOB AN EXAMPLE TO OTHERS. 

HAVE ORDERED THIS MONUMENT TO BE ERECTED. 

HE departed this LIFE ON THE 13th OP JANUARY 1784. AGED 29. 

The Bhils had come to be regarded, not as mere criminals, but 
as creatures without human feeling, as dangerous wild beasts or nox- 
ious vermin, from whom no good could be hoped. It was the desire, 
and was considered the duty of all good citizens to hunt them, trap 
and destroy them at sight. Even tlie farseeing Captain 
Briggs despaired of reclaiming them, and it was left for Outram to 
shew that they were not only human beings, but useful members of 
society. 
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Not long ago died a saintly man, of whom it may be said that he 
was a living expression of the fundamental doctrine of Christianity. 
Those who knew him, and loved him, as he loved all, saw in him 
almost a reincarnation of the writer of the Fourth Gospel, a second 
John the Divine. It may seem far fetched to compare Edward King 
with James Outram. Yet here is a letter written by Bishop King. 

“ Lincoln, December 4, 1893. 

You have seen, I daresay, that we are in trouble here again. 
A poor dear Grimsby fisherman ; it will all be over a fortnight 

to-morrow. Will you please remember him, H R and 

ask that he may be forgiven and accepted, and for me that 
«iy sins may not hinder my helping him. We have every hope 
for him, he is really most beautiful. I am just back from 
the gaol, so my hand shakes, but not for him ; it is a great 
privilege if we arc only equal to it. But you will remember 
poor Richard, and understand that I cannot help asking God 
to hear his prayer for me now, if it bo His Will. I think it 
is, it seems so easy. 

With my love and blessing, 

Always yours affectionately,” 

P.S . — Perhaps you could ask a few of the men to pray. 

The letter might seen ordinary enough, were not the subject 
matter of it a condemned murderer, for whom the judge had the 
black cap, tbo newspapers execration, and the world no mercy, but of 
whom the Lord Bishop can write ^ he is really most beautiful.’ 

Often might the Lord Bishop, bowed with age yeft Strengthened 
by love, be seen tramping the steep sStreets of Lincoln to comfort 
those for whom the world had no comfort, the occupants of the con- 
demned cells. 

It was the same sympathy with the despairing, the same ability 
to reclaim the lost, to find the good in those in whom the world 
found all bad, which enabled the Bishop to make Christians of 
condemned felons, and Outram to make soldiers and citizens of Bhils. 
It was the recognition of these qualities, not less than mere personal 
piety or valour, that caused the good folk of Lincoln to be willing 
to lie down tliat the Bishop might walk over them, and diat caused 
■Napier to compare Outram to Bayard, or the volunteers at Lucknow 
to nominate Outram with one voice for the Victoria Cross. 



CHAPTER VI. 


THE LEVY BECOMES A' BATTALION. 

“ TTTHAT I don’t understand about Outram,” writes Mr. Kipling, 
YY “ is tlie way in which he seems to have got Brahmans and 
Rajputs to help him lick his Bhils into shape as a Regimentj” No 
doubt the Brahmans and Rajputs had learned sufficient of Outram’s 
character in Kathiavad and Gujarath, on the long march to Malc- 
gaon, at the storming of Mulher, and over the mountains of Chalis- 
gaon, to know that the young officer was one whom they might trust 
implicitly and follow blindly. If he brought them to live among 
despised savages, he had at least been living among the savages for 
months before them himself. If he demanded drudgery from high 
caste gentlemen, he had himself shown the example of how a gentle- 
man can toil. Unerringly the sonar with touchstone and acid 
determines the purity of gold, and just as unerringly do natives of 
India determine the characters of their leaders. 

During the rains of 1825 Outram occupied himself with over- 
coming the rooted antipathy of the Bhils to drill, with recruiting 
more men, weeding out at the same time any who were indisposed or 
unfit for permanent service, with arming and clothing his men, and 
generally with organizing the corps. 

As to drill, he selected the youngest and most promising recruits, 
and began to teach them regular drill. The older men he kept for 
tlie present as irregular police, or,sibandis. In his November report 
he mentions about 60 of the former and 40 of the latter. 

Recruits came in fairly frequently, but on the other hand a few 
men deserted, and others were disciirded. The strength of the corps 
only rose to 109 on 1st November. 

The fitst arms that were supplied were native swords. To these 
were added after a time matchlocks, but Outram for months endca- 
youred to obtain a regular supply of army muskets. Officials at 
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headquarters delayed sondiii'jf these till Januai’y WSB, and much 
diseonteiih was caused thereby. 

In \ovenibcr ISiirj thei-e marched into Dharangaon a party of 
Uegulars, officers and men who had been personally selected by 
Outran! to volunteer for duty with the Bhil Corps, and assist in 
drilling it, and to supply its native oflScers. The party was mostly 
from the 83rd. Most of those selected from other regiments had 
either shrunk, or been deterred, from actually joining. Outran!,- 
however, professed himself content with those who came. They 
numbered -i-t in all. Theii' arrival almost ended the career of the 
new corps. 'Phe worst suspicions of the Bhils seemed realized. It 
had often been impressed on them by mischief-makers that the sole 
object ^of Government in banding them together at Dharangaon was 
to massacre them en masse. Behold, here was a strong and well-armed 
detachment of the detested high-caste soldiers of the line marchiiif^ on 
them. Flight or instant death seemed their only alternatives. In 
a moment, however, th>e young commandant turned their sorrow into 
joy, their despair into confidence. He ordered the detachment of 
regulars to give up- their arms, and to mi.s with the Bhils as bro- 
thers. He assured the Bhils that arms for them had been demanded 
from Government. When these arinved, all should be armed alike, 
but till then the soldic!\s should go unarmed. Thus consoled the Bhils 
renewed their efforts to become proficient at drill, so as to worthily 
hear the promised arms. 

The progress of the corps caused Outran! to suggest that it be 
provided with .-i regular uniform, which he thus describes : “A dark 
blue cloth shell jacket and dungaree jiantaloons of the same colour 
and .should facing be alloweil, I should prefer green.” This uniform 
w.‘is duly sanctioned, the green facings consisting of cuffs and collar 
n-ere allowed, and a blue ‘foraging cap’ was added, also buttons with 
the letters K.B.C. Outram himself asked permission to discard his 
regimental uniform, and adopt that of the Bhil Corps. 

A native apothecary', tents, doolies, and other camp kit were 
indented for and obtained. 

At the end of 1885 commandant and men were so confident 
each of the other, that the permission of the Collector was asked and 
obtained for a formal march through the Province. This, march had 
many objects. It would encourage recruiting, it w,as nieant both to 

9 
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promote anrl show ofF the efficiency of the corps, it might l)e the 
occasion of capturing any inar.anding bands who were about, and of 
testing the worth of the recruits when engaged with their late com- 
rades in crime. Accidentally, it filled the Bhils ndth martial pride, 
owing to their formal recognition by the 23rd Regiment and the 
garrison of Malegaon as brother-soldiers. Considering Outram’s 
human sympathies, and his ability to work on men’s feelings, it 
is more than probable that this ' accident ’ was tlie most carefully 
planned of all his actions since he entered on his command. Its 
success is best described in his own words. 

To 

J. W. GRAHAM, Esq., 

Asstt. Collector, Candeish. 

Sir, 

1 I have much satisfaction in reporting the progress of my 

endeavours during the last two months to bring the Bheels 
into a state of discipline and subjection to order j which 
have been most successful and must prove more satisfactory 
to Government than greater success in recruiting ; and 
altho’ in the latter respect I have not been proportionately 
successful it is not to be attributed to any increasing back 
warducss on the part of the Bhceis, or, I trust, to any want 
of energy on my part, but solely to inability to exert 
myself as I wished until, by the arrival of the camp 
equipage of the Blicel Corps on the 9th December, I was 
enabled to leave a part of the country from which I had 
drawn a very fair proportion of the Bheel population 
(which in that neighbourhood is not numerous) and as 
many as I thought it advisable to endeavour to obtain 
from it at present. 

2 The success which has attended the recruiting since my 

departure from Durrungaum on 10th December convinces 
me I shall have little difficulty in assembling as large a 
body of Bheels during my tour as Government may require, 
and my success in other and more important respects, 
above alluded to, leaves me no doubt I shall fulfil all I have 
so frequently expressed myself sanguine of accomplishing. 
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3 The last special report I had the honour to make, dated 

1st November, showed a total of 109 Bheels in the corps ; 
up to tlic 10th December (when I marched from Durrun- 
gaum) the number had only iiici’eascd to 115, from whom 
I had to strike off 7 desertions ; and the total of Bheels 
now ill the corps is 13-t, I having enlisted 26 and rejected 
several since my march. 

4 In my last report I mentioned I had brought a portion 

of the Blicels to consent to drill. I commenced instruct- 
ing them in the beginning of November, and in a A'ery 
short time they had overcome all dislike and submitted to 
drill with as much steadiness and paid as much attention 
as recruits of the Line. All but 50 men, whom I have for 
the present set aside as sibundics for reasons stated in* my 
last report, have been steadily kept at drill ever since and 
have made such progress as to cause much gratification to 
Colonel Bobertson when he inspected th'e corps on the 24th 
December. I should also have ere now bi’ought them to the 
use of the musket had I yet received my arms from Ahmed- 
nugger ; the Bheels have not only overcome their anti- 
pathy to European arms and accoutrements (which 
together v ith drill were the obstacles most difficult to 
surmount ) but are now most anxious to get them. 

5 On the 8th November the detachment of Regulars arrived; 

notwithstanding the pains I had taken to prepare the 
Bheels to receive them without distrust I did not succeed 
so completely as I wished. However, I effected that end 
completely by immediately sending away all the arms of 
the Regulars which they had brought with them, giving 
the Bheels to understand that they and the detachment 
should be armed at the same time. In the course of a very 
few days, what I had hoped, from my knowledge of the 
character and respectability of tlie men composing the detach- 
ment, was fully effected ; the Regulars obtained by their 
conciliatory conduct to the Bheels their entire confidence, and 
these high-caste men associating with them withoul scruple 
had the highest efl^ect ; they begin to rise in self-esteem and 
to feel proud of the service which places them on an equality 
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with the highest classes. This feeling was most opportunely 
heightened by the generous and liberal-minded behaviour of 
the 33rd Regiment (on the occasion of my having sent the 
Bhcels in a body to Mallegauin Cantonments a few days ago 
with a view to remove any remaining fear on the part of the 
Bheels by showing them thc^’ can now mix among their former 
foes without molestation) ; nob only were the Bheels received 
by the men of that Regiment without insulting scoffs (which 
might almost have been expected from such high-caste men 
and very probably might have been bestowed b^' many less 
superior in that respect) but were even received b3’' them with 
the greatest kindness. They were invited to sit down beside 
them and fed bj' them and talked to by high and low as if on 
a perfect equality from being brother-soldiers ; this accidental 
circumstiince will produce moi'e beneficial effects than the most 
studied measures of conciliation ; and Bhecl I’cl'ormation will 
owe much to it. The Bheels returned quile delightc'd and 
flattered by their reception and entreated me to allow them 
no rest from drill until they become equal in some degree to 
their brother-soldiers. Thus, happily, has another obstacle 
been removed — dread of or unfavourable feelings towards the 
Regulars — and a desire to emulate them and a feeling of 
regard towards them substituted in the minds of the Bheels 
who are in the corps, and similar feelings will be instilled by 
these into the minds of all who hereafter join them. 

6 In my letter requesting to be allowed to march I advanced 
as one reason for the measure the probability that many might 
have engaged in the service merely from motives of present 
convenience who would desert when required to march to a 
distance } but I was delighted to find my fears almost entirely 
groundless ; only the 7 men mentioned in the 3rd para, who 
deserted in the end of November (probably on account of 
the march) and 6 others arc absent, the latter without leave 
but not yet- struck off, having hopes they nill follow me, 
being detained by their friends, probably against their incli- 
nations. The march of the corps was also looked upon with 
some Wight degree of suspicion which might naturally have 
been heightened by my bringing them away without arms 
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(European) but the Bheels have proved themselves satisfied 
of our good intentions and have now accompanied me up- 
wards of 100 miles perfectly willingly and highly pleased 
with the march, tents, etc. 

7 Every peculiar and most obstinate obstacle to tlie accomplish- 
ment of the organization of the Bhccl Coi’ps, 1 consider 
removed, and that little difficulty remains to be encountered 
more than what usually attends the organization of a new 
levy of well disposed recruits. 

S Since the 1 0th December T have ]>assed througli the Bergaum, 
Chaleesgaum and Nandgaum purgunnahs but made no stay 
^iii them, having previously obtained nearly a fair proportion 
of Bheels from that quarter. The Bheel Corps is now camped 
within a few miles of ifallegaum, where I am awaiting* the 
arrival of the arms ; I then propose jiroeeeding through the 
Loonair and Cuimsec pergunnahs to Hutghur and then into 
Baiiglan, during the next two months. 


I have the honor to bo, 

Sir, 

Your obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) J. OUTRAM, LiEut. 

Commading Bheel Corps. 


Camp Kowlanah 

Is# January 1826. 

P. S. 

4#ft January 1826. 

Before despatching the above I am most happy to be enabled to 
add that the arms having arrived yesterday I have distributed 
them to the Bheels and accoutred them ; and that the Bheels 
are much delighted with and proud of the European arms, 
etc. which they were so extremely prejudiced against so 
short a period since ! 


It appears to have been at this time that some of the Bhil 
Corps were placed at Malegaon and attached to regimen'ts for 
being trained as buglers, In addition to the authorized calls, the 
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Bhil Corps buglers were taught, to play a Regimental Call, which 
lias sui’vived to this day, and is kiioini as Outram’s call. It is repro- 
duced, being probably an unique specimen of his work as musical 
composer. 
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Cutram's Ca//^ 


Another letter, written from Sakri on 1st March 1826, furt.hcr 
sets forth the progrc.s.s of the corps. 

Sib, 

1 I do myself the honour to submit my -Ith special report 
j upon tlie ‘ Bhcel Corps.’ 

2 My last dated 1st January exhibited a total of Bhccls in the 

Corps of 134, 80 of whom were attending drill j the number 
now in the corps is 249, 200 being at drill — attending very 
cheerfully and making as much progress as I could wish. I 
do not exact much at present for fear of deterring others 
from enlisting, but all those with me are very willing to 
submit to as much and perform whatever drill I choose to 
demand, 

3 The portion to whom I have given Fusils arc learning the 

musquet exercise, and are now very proud of the arms to 
which they bore such an antipathy at first. 

4 Although a strong prejudice existed in the minds of the 

Bhccls whom I brought from the north-eastward against 
the part of the country where I now am, they have attended 
me without a murmur, accompanied by their wives and 
families; and there have been only five desertions during the 
months of January and I’cbruary, 3 of ivhich ivere men just 
enlisted ivho had not remained long enough in the corps to 
experience the advantage of their new situation. 

The general conduct of all is entirely to my satisfaction and 
such as to convince me I shall proceed most successfully and 
in tlio course of a few month.s bring the Bheel Corps into a 
higher state of discipline than what was demanded or could 
have been hoped for. 
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; During the last two months I have been recruiting in the 
Districts of Loonair, Moolair and Bhanierc, and I am now 
^ about to proceed to the neighbourhood of Kukurmooiida, 
wlierc I hope to meet with as much success. 

Camp Saitket » 

' • ■ 1st March 1826 3 

At Nandurbar the Corps was reviewed by Mr. fiax, acting 
Collector, on 19th March. Shortl}' afterwards, Outrani reports that he 
was compelled by what he calls “ an accident ” to return to Dharam- 
gaon via Dhulia, where he got medical treatment. The ‘ accident ’ is 
not officially described by Outrain, but there is an- anecdote related 
by Capt Stanley Scott, subsequently an officer of the Corps, which 
apparently refers to it. The story, from its first few words, is 
generall}' referred to the year 182.5. But it was admittedly written 
down from the lips of old native officers, and exact accuracy cannot 
be expected from them. April 1826 was after all part of Outram’s 
first year in Khandesh from the Bhils’ point of view. Moreover, his 
movements during April and Maj' 1825 arc well known, and he had 
no ‘ accidents ’ then. It appears that Capt. Scott’s anecdote here 
reprpduced refers to no other occasion than the present. 

The 3 'ear Lieutenant Outram arrived in Candcish (1825) the 
following stoi'y is related of him. It happened at Nandoorhar 
in the month of April or May that news having been brought 
in by his shikarry “ Cheema,” that a royal tiger (panther ?) 
had been seen on the side of the hill under the Mussulman 
temple amongst some prickly pear shrubs, Lieutenant Outram 
and another sportsman proceeded to the spot. Outram 
went on foot and his companion on horseback searching 
through the bushes. When close on the animal Outram’s friend 
fired and missed, on which the tiger sprang forward roaring 
and seized Outram and they rolled down the side of the hill 
together. Being released from the claws of the furious beast 
for a moment, Outrani with great presence of mind drew a 
pistol he had with him and shot the tiger dead. The Bheels 
on seeing that he had been injured, were one and all loud in 
their grief and expressions of regret, when Outram quieted 
them with the remark " what do I care for the clawing of a 
cat!” This speech is rife amongst the Bheels unto this day. 
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Outram himself referred to this ‘ accident ' in some later notes 
in the following words : — 

Often in critical moments when hunting on foot, has a tiger been 
turned from me by my faitliful Bheels and on one occasion, 
when a Panther had got me down, they killed him with their 
swords, when rolling with me on the ground with my head 
in his mouth. 

The ‘ accident ’ did not prevent Outram from proceeding quickly 
to Dharangaon and providing quarters for the Corps, now 280 strong, 
for the Rains. Meanwhile the corps marched wi thout him. Unfortu- 
nately very inadequate arrangements had been made for their paj' 
on the march, and the Subedai' in charge had to borrow from local 
money lenders to feed his men. Doubtless hunger was responsible 
for the fearful outrage described in Outram’s official letter of 23rd 
May. It was a crime which might cause a stir in little Pedlington 
if not successfully atti’ibuted to the cat. No little credit attaches 
to the Bhils for their long and crimelcss homeward march, dui'ing 
which these ware apparently the only complaints made against 
them. This is the letter : — 

Sm, 

In answer to your letter dated 2Cth instant forwarding tirzees 
of complaint from the Mamlctdars of Nundurbar and Tal- 
nair against Subedar Moun I, all of the Bheel Corps, I 
have the honour to .state. : — 

In consequence of the camp followers and commissariat es- 
tablishment having received no pay from Malligaum for 
two months the Subedar was obliged to advance upwards of 
300 rupees for their subsistence, viz 12 Lascars, 12 Dooly 
Bearersi and 24 Bamboo Coolies at 5 rupees each and the 
remainder to. the Briugarrie supplying the public carriage. 

This causing a deficiency in the money advanced for the 
daily pay of the Bheels the Subedar was obliged to borrow 
money on his personal security from the Shrolfs, whose 
complaints are forwarded. He promised to repay the 
principal on receiving pay at DurrungaUm and paid the 
interest in advance at the rate of 4% per mensem. 

The pay of the Corps having arrived at Durrungaum on 
the 6th instant the Subedar despatched the money he had 



THK IJCVY amcOMKS A JlATTAIilOX. 


73 

borrowed immcdiatoly, under the (liarge of a Naique of 
Rcft’ulars, and the money must luivc I)ccn rcecivcd very 
shortly after the parlies forwarded their premature com- 
plaints. 

T have also to state in answer to the complaint of Kistna that 
that person followed the corps on march and complained 
to the Suhodar of the loss of the parrot, whereupon the 
Subedar immediatclj- took'* the complainant to search every 
tent and make every enquiry in the corps, but without being 
able to find any traces of the parrot or identify the thief. 

On 26th May the strength of the corps was as under. 

Regulars. 

Lieutenant Commanding ... ... 1 

Subedars ... ... ... ... ... 2 

Jamedars ... ... ... .. ... 2 

Havildars ... ... ... ••• 5 

^aiks ... ... ... ... ... «> 

Privates ... ... ... ... 17 

32 

Disciplined Bhils. Sibemdis. 

... 8 .. 2 

... 9 ... 3 

3 1 

228 ... 43 

248 51 

In all 333, officers and men. The following non-combatants 
were also employed. 

1 Native Doctor 
1 English writer 

1 ICarkun 

2 Armourers 

1 Bellows boy 
1 Mochi 

5 Pay and drill orderlies 

By 1st Jul3f over 300 Bhils arc reported, of whom over 
260 were being regularly drilled. 'Fhe vast moral improvement 

* 10 


Havildars 
Naiks ... 
Bhistis . . . 
Privates .. 
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wliicli had ‘taken place ainonpf tliem is emphasized in the report 
below; — 

SlE, 

I do myself the honor to report the progress of the Bhecl 
Corps during the months of ilay- and Juno 1826. 

In my last (dated 1st May) I stated m}' intention to dis- 
continue recnii'ting for the present; accordingly I ha^'c 
during tlic last two months only enlisted a few who had 
come from a distance to seek service: The total number of 
Bhecls now in the service is 308, of whom 258 attend Drill. 

During May and part of .June the corps was chiefly employed 
in assisting in the erection of the barracks, but I have now 
recommenced Drill on a more extended scale than I. thought 
* it prudent to begin whilst recruiting, as it might have 
deterred others from enlisting. The Bheels attend Drill 
steadily and with cheerfulness. 

The conduct of the whole continues most satisfactory and to 
improve every day, in jiroof of which I may mentaon 
there has not been a single complaint by villagers against 
the Bheels during the whole of last montlx, and I believe 
there were none during the month of May, whereas there 
have been several against the camp followers of other 
classes. Their internal management is also becoming much 


The abstinence of the Bheels from spii’ituous liquoi’s xvhicli 
they never touch but on })articular holidays ' (on which 
occasions those wishing to partake first obtain the Subo- 
dar’s permission and merely indulge trf the quantitj' he 
authorizes, which he does not allow to excess) is the 
gi’catest proof of the success xvitli which ray endeavours 
to i-cforni tlic Bheels have been attended, and the very quiet 
and obedient behaviour of such a large asserably of them 
at so early a stage of tlie measure ought to satisfy 
Government that the wliolc undci'taking will be most 
satisfactorily completed and thfit I shall fulfil my promise 
to bring the corps into a state of great efficiency. Tlie 
corps will most amply repay the liberality with which 


it has been suppox-ted by Govci’nmcnt,^wjlj^^h has been an 
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additional spur to my zeal throughout and has convinced 
the J 3 hccls of our sincerity in wishing to promote their 
permanent « elfare. 

I'lic corps has already been of some service, and if there had 
been more opportunities of acting in the neighbourhood 
I doubt not they would have effected everything demanded 
of them as they did in the following instances: — 

III the beginning of Maj- some llbecis having' plundered a 
traveller near a village in which one of 1113' Bhccls hap- 
pened to be on leave, he immediately went after the thieves 
and sueccetled in seizing one of them with part of the 
plunder on him. A naique who liad long plundered 
in the Amalnair district was caught b}' nu' Bheels and has 
been sent to Dooliah ; also two naiques who were accused* of 
murder and whom Captain Ovans desired me to endeavour 
to apprehend were caught and sent to that officer in the 
course of o or C (bns. Several other petty olfcndci’s were 
also apprehended bv the corjis, and although there have 
generall3'’ during the last two months been one or more 
prisoners in its chai'ge and solely under a Bheel guard 
and without the security of a guard room or fetters, and 
although the jn’isoners bad relations in the cor})s 3'et in no 
instance have they allowed one to escape. I believe there 
is 110 offender at large within manv mile.s of m3' Head- 
quarters and no rohberv now ever heard of within 30 miles, 
and 1 trust in the course of a short time the beneficial 
iiiiiiience of the eoiqis will extend over the whole province. 

Owing to the great scarcity of wood I have only 3’et been 
able to complete barracks for 3 eonipanies, but these 
together with a few temporary Imts are sufficient at present. 
The erection of pernianeiil ban'ucks has had the good effect 
I anticipated - -the Bheels now look upon this as their 
permanent place of dwelling, all who can afford it have 
purchasetl grinding stones and other domestic utensils, tlie3’ 
have assembled all their women, children, and hel])less relations, 
and arc now exceediiigl3' comfortable in every respect and 
full3' sensible of the advantages of their present silualion. 

Diirrungaum, Ixt Jn^jj IHfiC. 
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On lltli J11I3' Mr. Hiix, tlie Colk-ctor, wrote to Government, 
recommending the iippointmcnt of an Kiiropean Adjutant. He 
rightly oiiserved that Lt. Outnim wa.s ahsnliitely single-handed, that, 
if lie were disabled, the condition of the newl}’ formed corps would 
become most precarious. The appointment was at once sanctioned, 
and the local authorities were asked to select a suitable officer. 

On the ISth Deceniher, the corps was inspected by Mr. Ihix, 
who professed himself very well satisfied. How proficient it had 
become in drill is evinced by the Review Report here reproduced. 
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and exercised independently by the Bhcel Non-commissioned Officers unassisted by the Kepculars, performing 
Drill — IMamial and Platoon Exercises. 

(Signed). J. OUTRAiM, Liei.t. 

Co mg'. Bh. Corps. 
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THE KIIANDESH BHIL COKPS. 


Ball Vractice Report of the Bheel Corps of Candetsh, 
Evening of 12th December, 1826. 


The Corps divided into 6 Divisions ns follows. 


Bheel Havildars and ] 
Rank and File. 

1st 

Div:.sion. 

2nd 

Divi.sion. 

3rd 

Division. 

4th 

Division. 

5tli 

Division. 

6t!i 

Division 



36 

35 

36 

35 

36 

36 

Fired 3 Round.s — 








' 1st Round iit 50 

8 

7 

5 

3 

6 

12 

r W • 

S- ■ 

paces. 

2nr1 do. 100 

5 

8 

7 

6 

3 

4 









S'. ® 

8rd do. 120 

1 

2 

3 

5 


3 



14 

17 

15 

14 

16 

19 


Possible. 

108 

106 

108 

106 

108 

108 


Mis.ses. 

94 

88 

93 

91 

92 

89 




I 




The corps has only fired 9 cartridges on an average per man 
since it was raised, owing to the small supply of ball cartridges at 
Head-quarters— the powder very bad. 

(Signed). J. OUTRAM, Lieut. 

Comg. Bheel Corps. 
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REVIEW REPORT 

OF THE 

BHEEL CORPS of CANDETSH 
Morning of l^th December 18^6. 
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Beview Itcport of the Bheel Corps of Candeisli. 
Morning of l^th December 1826. 



Detaclmient of Regulars. 

Bheel Levy. 

Grand 

Total. 

1 

Commis- 
sioned 
Officers, j 

Non 

Commis- 

•sioned 

Officers. 

i 

1 

i 

1 

i 

DiscMpiinccl. ! 


1 

i 


’/> 

a 

a ! 

1 

'A 

u 

\ % 

X 

Xaiques. 

Buglers. 

Privates. 

— 

•/ 

X 

u 

'u ■ 
^ 1 

4.J 

o 

^ i 

A 

So 

o 

ai 

1 A 
i 'qJ 
; c 

1 R 

Present under arms — 

2 

\ 

1 

1 

i ^ 

3 

1 

10 

10 

12 

1 

198 ' 

220 

22 

220 

SlClC««a ••• 


...j 




... 1 

2 


15 

17 

... 


On dut)' 

... 

1 

... 

1 

• • • 

4 1 

•• • • 


... 1 

... 

5 


At and attending Drill... 

1 e • 

... 

1 

1 

• •• 

2 ; 


»• » 1 

32 

32 

4 

32 

Absent with and without 
Leave. 

1 

... j 

1 

... j 

j 

... 

i 

• • • 

•• • 


• * t 

7 

7 

••• 

7 

On Command 

... 

... i 

... 


... 

1 

•• » 

... 


... 

1 

1 

Doing duty with 23rd 
llegt. for instruction. 


•• • 

1 

1 

»•« 

• •• 

6 

i 

1 

j 


• •• 

•** 


6 


Total 

2 

j 

1 

2 j 

5 

5 

i 

7 ' 

1 

1 

: 17 

1 

1 

12 

12 

2521270 I 

1 ' 

58 

270 


Performance. 

1. General Salute, march round in ordcr'of review. 

‘ quick and slow time.’ 

2. Column advancing fonns line to rear on rear division, 
‘ redouble time.’ Fire by •platoons from the right. 

3. Form line by echelon on right Centre division, ‘ wheel 
to the right,’ redouble time. 

4. Advance by grand divisions from’the right, ‘ quick time.’ 
6. Form grand division squares — squares fire, standing and 

kneeling ranks alternately. 






THE LEVY UECOMES A BATTAllOK. 


83 


6. Hcfonn grand divisions, 1‘orni wings by advance of the 
I'iglit and rctrcal- of the left centre division. 

7. night wing extends to the left, ' redouble time.' Left wing 
forms three division-s of reserve. 

8. Riglxt wing skirmishes to the front, ad^'aneing by alternate 
ranks. 

9. Line of skirmishers breaks into column of subdivisions, 
right in front, advances skirmishing to dank. 

10. Column skirmishes to the front; front division relieved bj' 
the rear advancing through the intervals. 

11. t.'olunui forms extende«l line to the right-about on front 
division. 

15. ‘Line retires skirmishing by alternate ranks. 

13. Right wing relieved by reserve divisions e.xteJiding «tiid 
advancing through the intervals. Right wing forms three reserve 
divisions. 

111. Left wing advances skirmishing. 

13. Skirmishers break into open column, right in front, column 
advances skirmishing to dank. 

16. Column forms extended line to rear on rear division ; line 
skirmishes, advancing by alternate ranks. 

17. Line closes : reserve divisions come into line. 

18. Line breaks into (jpeii eoliiinn, right in front, and closing in 
front in redouble time forms solid square. Square dres. 

19. Reform column and open from the rear. 

ao. Column, exeeiiting rear division, wheels into echelon 
and forms line on rear division. Fires by platoons from left to 


right. 

21. Line retires. 

22. Form hollow square 
division skirmishing in trout. 


on centre grand division, the left 
Skirmishers retreat to prepare for 


cavalry ; square dres. 

23. Reform line ; advance in quick and slow time. 

24. Fire a volley and port arms ; advance , chai ge. 


General salute. 


(Signed). J. OUTRAM, Lieut., 

Cmiig. Blieel Corps, 
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The following letter was now uddressed to the Collector by 
Lieutenant Outram. It will be observed that he moves with caution. 
He does not thump his chest, and exclaim that his cox*ps is ready to 
go anywhere and do anything. But he docs ask that it may be 
given some real work, on outpost dutj' and so forth, and that it 
may have the honour of furnishing escorts to the Collector and 
Captain Ovuns, the Southern Bhil Agent. 

Sill, 

1 1 have the honour to report that the Bheel Corps may now he 
entrusted with the followiiigaluties, and to offer its services 
in the performance of such during the following year, at 
the end of which the corps may furnish outposts, but at 
present it ivould be imprudent to send the Bheels on this 
duty as tliey might, if removed for a length of time to a 
distance from Head-quarters before being more accustomed 
to obedience and discipline, relapse into bad habits and 
relax in discipline. 

!4 Parties of the Bheel sepoys accompanied by a proportion of 
the Regulars of the corps may now be safely intrusted with 
the charge of treasure or prisoners and escorting it from the 
neigliliouring pergunuahs to Dooliah. These parties can be 
supplied at tlie requisition of the mamletdars, who have had 
your authority for demanding them. 

8 On the occasion of robberies or off'eiiees committed in the 
neighbouring perguunahs parties can be scut to preserve the 
peace and apjireheud offenders, in which duties I trust 
they will prove very, effectual ; but when any particular 

. duty of this nature is to be performed 1 would wish the 
party to act as far tes possible by iiistiaictions from Head- 
quarters, for rendering them liable to interference or ill- 
treatment from your inferior servants at this early stage 
might have a bad effect on the corps. 

4 The corjjs is ready to act in a body or detachment against 

any assembly of outlaws, and I can answer for them as non 
quite sufficient for the suppression of any body of Bheels or 
of any force which can ever be assembled in the province. 

5 The Bheel Corps would also, I trust, prove an effectual 

assistance in the extensive operations against more formid- 



Tiri: LLVY BECOMES A BATTALION 


85 


able enemies should opportunity oit’er in Caiidcish or its 
neighourhood and I hope it may be employed on the first 
occasion, as a little service is all that is now required to 
stamp its efficiency. 

6 Your kind off'er, as also Captain O'ans', to take a party of 
the Bheel corps on your personal escort in the District 
1 most gladly a\ail myself of, nothing could be more 
beneficial to the corps than your tlius placing trust and 
confidence in the Bhecls. This employment will also raise 
them in the ej es of other cbisses and it has excited a lively 
feeling of pride and gratitude in the whole corps and indeed 
your kindness to the corps, the interest in their successful 
establishment you ha-\ e show n from the conimcnccment, your 
recent presence on their successive parades, the general 
pardon you have granted, the promotion of Bhecls to 
jemedars, added to the above display of your confidence, 
have had the best possible effect. 

T 1 now purpose to increase the corps by recommencing 
recruiting which I had suspended during the last 6 months 
for re.isons I formerly stated ; to this end I intend, if I 
have your permission, making the tour of those parts of 
the country which I could not visit last year. As soon as 
the arrival of Lieut. Beck will enable me to leave Head- 
quarters, I shall endeavour to draw off recruits from all 
parts of the Satpoora Hills and make myself perfectly 
acquainted with all strongholds and pl.iccs of refuge in 
that range, so that on the recurrence of any disturbances 
similar to the late one, I may be able with the Bheel Corps 
immediately to suppress them. 

The Collector, in endorsing Lieutenant Outram’s recommenda- 
tions, writes as follows to Goa eminent : — 

Sir, 

1 I have the honour to enclose for the information of the 
Hon’ble the GoAcrnor in Council copy of a letter with 
three enclosures, dated the 18th instant, from the Officer 
('oinnianding the Bheel Corps reporting the duties which 
may now, in his opinion, be confided to them and which 
will accordingly be assigned to tlicni as occasion may offer. 
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111 fori»firclin{>' Ihis ruport 1 luivu gTCiit sfitisf.iction in 
adding' mj testimony to the efficient and orderly state of 
the HJicel Corps antf in congratulating tlie Hon'bic the 
Governor in Council on the complete success of a system 
which hoM Cl ev difficult in operation originalh and doubtful 
in result, has been achieicti li_\ the indefatigable exertion 
and excellent manageincnt of Lieutenant Outram assisted 
,by a fen meritorious Native officers and sepois of the 
Line. 

y As to the progress (jf the corps in Military lixercises detaileil in 
the accompaniments to Lieut. Outram’s letter, 1 ha\e the 
authority of Captain Oxans, who was also present at their 
parades, for stating that in this respect Iheir performances 
were remarkably slcad\ ami accurate; but although this 
circumstance is no doubt a source of much gratification to 
Lieut. Outran!, the Hon’ble the Governor in Council will 
probablj’ dorfi c greater satisfaction from reflecting on the 
alterations which this submission to a mild system of military 
discipline is calculated to produce on the habits and feelings of 
the men of the corps, and the adiantage to which their refor- 
mation ma} be progressively turned b\ creating an extended 
interest on the part of the Hheels ami their connexions 
in supporting peace ami good order throughout the 
Province. 

Ji In explanation of the general jiaidon to the Bheels enlisted 
in the corps adierted to in para. G, of Lieut. Oulram’s letter, 
I beg leave to inform tlic Ilon’ble the Governor in Council 
that haling reason to believe the minds of some indiiiduals 
ivcrc still not altogether at ease with regard to their liability 
to be ipiestioned for former offences, I .ulopted (lie steps of 
pei-sonally pledging my word to ci ery member of the corps 
assembled on parade that all past offences were from that day 
forgiven and forgottoii, and to imparl to them the most 
perfect confidence in this lery essential point I ^ilaced in 
■ the hands of their Soubedar ^iii their picscnce a Cowl, a 
general pardon, annexing thereto the name of each Bheol in 
the corps and containing the usual condition that future 
offences would involie the forfeit of the present Cowl. 
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5 At tlic rocommcnclfttion of Lieut. Outr.'im and in conformity 
to the instructions Minetionod Jit tlie formation of the corps 
witli regard to promoting Bheels wlicn the corps became 
sufficiently advanced in <iisciplinc, tlircc Bheels were promoted 
by me to the rmik of Jeinedar on wliicli occasion I presented 
each of them witli a suitable turban. On this subject I have 
the honour to enclose copy of a letter dated the 13th 
instant from the Officer Commanding the corps and beg to 
recommcnfl the suggestion therein conveyed that these 
Jemedars should lie allowed rupees 15 per month with 
lls. !) as batta when absent on fluty nnrl that they should 
.receive .a commission bearing the seal and signature of the 
Local iMagistratc. 

In .lanuary 1827 Lieutenant Beck arrived at Dharangaon and 
look charge as Afl.jutaivt. This enabled Outram to go on tour in 
the west of the province. He obtained many recruits, and his 
letters shew his appreciation of the help given him by local Bhil 
chiefs. The tour was hindered for a very short time by a mutiny 
among the camji followers, who went olf to Malegaon with a 
petition of grievances. It is hardly necessary to say that Oiitram 
was cxculjiated from all blame in the matter. 

Uj) to this lime the old Kliandesh Local Battalion of irreg- 
ulars had been dragging on a more or loss useless existence. 
Doubtless owing to the increased efficiency of the Bhil Corps, an 
order in Council of .V})ril 1827 directs its immediate ilisbandment, 
which was duly carried out. 

During the hot weather of 1827 Outram carried out some 
operations in the Satpurjisagainst a gang of Bhils. His offici.al 
reports are brief enough, i)ut show how proud lie is of his corps. 

Slit, 

I do myself the lionor to submit a report, of my proceedings 
against a gang oi' Bheels wliicli lias been some time assembled 
in tbc hills beyond Scerpoor ; and I trust the urgency 
of the ease will exonerate me from blame for having 
undertaken operations without previously awaiting your 
instructions. 

The original gang of seven, under Cundoo naique, for each 
of whom large rewards have been offered by proclamation 



THE KTIANDESH HHFL OORPS. 


foy thoh’ appppheiision, had been lately*’ joined bj* Mah- 
doo Sing and Govindah naiques with about SO follow'ers, 
and also by a man who had been in the Bheel corps (I 
suspect a man named Lahanoo who had been a Havildav 
but was dismissed for bad conduct). Report said they 
had despatched emissaries to assemble .all the disaffected 
in the province and I learnt that their numbers were 
daily increasing ; that having remained so long unmolested 
they were becoming very bold and had attempted to 
plunder the village of Boorwarry and threatened to 
renev' the .attack to resist which the Patell had assembled 
about S5 Bliecls under Fuckir and Dlitin Sing naiques 
upon whom no certain dependence could be placed. These 
particulars I Iciirncd on niy arrival .at Toorkaira, and I 
intended requesting your orders bow to act, when on the 
morning of the 19t,h instant two coonbecs came to me 
to complain tliat 6 carts and Sk bullocks had been seized 
by the gang the day before. This determined me to go 
against them immediately, trusting that a speedy check 
would deter others from joining the gang and that I should 
recover the stolen property'. 

3 Accordingly' I immediately marched my' recruiting detach- 
ment to Tekwarry, 6 coss, and joined it myself in the 
evening, having .selected a detail of one Havildar of 
Regulars, and 1 Jeniedar, I Havildar and 2,5 Rank and 
File, disciplined Bhcels. I marched With it at sunset on 
Boorwarry, 10 coss, at which place I arrived before 
moonri.se. I found the villagers in alarm, e.vpecting an 
attack from the rebels. ,T immediately caused Callian 
Chowdray and Dhun Sing ,nid Oucliit naiques to assemble 
their followers to accompany me to the haunt of the Bhcels, 
situated 4 coss further in the hills. We rc.ached their position 
just at daybreak, but I was surprised and disappointed to 
find they had receivetl informfition of our movements and 
had removed their wives and families, remaining themselves 
to resist us. They attacked us very spiritedly and wounded 
my Bheel .Temcdar before w'e fired a .shot. This together with 
their terrific shouts and the showers of arrows, stones, etc., 
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Ihoy poured upon us from a eomninndin^' height at first 
startled my detiicliBicnt hut it speedily rallied and maintained 
the skirmish very steadily. We drove the enemy from several 
of the heights but seeing thf-t by so doing I merely fatigued 
my men to no purpose, I feigned a retreat which drew them 
down to a level with us, when iny detachment charged veiy 
gallantly and speedily dispersctl them. They, however, reas- 
sembled, but having again charged them tliC3' dared no 
longer to oppose us and we seized 20 of the bullocks that 
had been stolen two daj's before (we found the carcases 
of two of tliem which tlicj" had killed for food and the 
’ remaining two are missing) hook the only matchlock in 
their possession and a quantity of their propert3^ All of 
jny men having been em{)lo3'cd without internffesion 15 
hours I did not attempt to follow the Bhccls but reposed 
my detachment at the nearest water and returned to Boor- 
warr3- in the evening. 

.> T sustained a loss in wounded of 1 BhecI Jemadar, severely 
by two arrows, 2 Bheel scpo3s, slightl3- by arrows, and 
several others bruised bv stones, etc. I saw two of the 
enemy fall who «ere carried off 1)3' their companions, 
apparently’ dead, and at least two others were evidently 
w’onndcd. I did not allow 1113’ men to waste their cartridges, 
and not aboA’c 1.10 rounds were fired altogether, otherwise 
the loss of the enemy might have been more severe. 

6 At midnight I again returned to tlie hills with about 
20 Bheel SCP03S and a Subedar (private of Regulars) to 
endeavour to surprise tlic gang. It had dispersed, and after 
searching their haunts and scouring the hills until mid-day 
yesterday I returned to Borw;irr3', having onK seen 5 
Bhccls who fled at our iipproach. 

7 I am satisfied that the gang is now dispirited and broken, 
that this example 'will <lcter others from joining them, 
and that the rebel lion which otherwise might have been 
vor3’ serious mav now be cntirciv' quashed 1)3' the exertions 
of the iMamlotdar aided 1)3" a sni.aller iletaclnnent. 

8 I have placed p.art of my detaclimcnt at the disposal of 
the Mamlctdar and desired him to make use of Ouehit and 


12 
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Dhun Siiij 5 ''s followors to uppivIuMid the ofFondors, tcll!i\g' 
hlin I liould wrih' to m|iiest your approval of this arrange- 
iiiciit, and to ri'coimucnd that Iho followers of the imiqucs 
employed on this duty may he allowed daily provisions. 

9 I trust the eonduct of the Bheel detachment may meet with 
your approbation. This is the first opportunit}' my Bheels 
have had of shedding their blood for 'tlicir new mastoi’s, 
they freel)' risked it and fought boldly in our cause though 
opposed to tlicir own caste iind probably relations. The 
steadiness with which they rallied, the boldness with which 
they charged, the prudence with which they reserved their 
fire, the very great fatigue they so cheerfully underwent, and 
the readiness with which all but the wounded returned with 
me to the hills, entitles them to the fullest approbation of 
Government, e.specially considering they were unsupported by 
any Regulars, and that the whole detaclmient was composed 
of mere boys, not more thmi four of them being above 
eighteen years of age, and that the enemy tliey had to 
deal with was hy no means contemptible, being almost 
exactly the same in point of numbers, weapons, and determi- 
nation as that which repulsed a dcfaichment of Regulars 
thrice the strength of mine and aided by horsemen, only a 
few months ago. 

SlK, 

I do myself the honour lo I’eport further proceedings against the 
Bheel Rebels since the despatch of my former letter dated 
21st instant. 

Having on the night of the 23rd instant received an express 
from the Mfunletdar from Borwarry, stating that a gang 
of about 20 armed Bheels had entered the hills the day 
before under Zcepriali naique (one of the original offenders 
for whom rewartls had been offered) who had been dc.s- 
l)at.ched by Cundoo naique about 15 days ago for the pui’pose 
of co]]c‘c*tiiig their auxiliaisics, and being apprehensive Ihnl 
this reinforcement might induce the fugitives of the 
gang 1 had already dispei-scd, to reassemble, I immediately 
proceeded from Talnair to rejoin my detachment at 
Borwarry with the intention of acting against them. I 
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arrived at tliat place, a distance at‘ 21 miles, Ijv (Uu’break, 
and found the spies returned with intidligeiic’u that Zeepriah’s 
gang on learning the fate of their comrades, who they 
dared not attempt to aitl, had fletl from the hills the evening 
before. I immediately proccedctl with a few liorscmen in 
chase of them, but after following them by their tracks eleven 
miles in the direction of Kerroon, was obliged to return, they 
having then apparently separated and dispcrsetl, I presume 
nith the intention of all returning ijnietly to their homes, ex- 
cepting Zeepri ah and one or two of his companions, who hav- 
ing already been concerned in several robberies cannot exjicct 
to remain unmolested. They nu)sl probably will seek refuge 
in the neighbourhood of the Aunair River and must soon 
fall into the hands of Dhuii Sing, the naique of the Amba 
pergannah, to whom 1 have sent information of their flight. 

The original gang under Mahdoo Sing, Cundoo, and Go- 
vindah naiques, which I dispcrscil on the 19hh instant, 
is reduced to onlj" .5 or 6 fighting men, and it is reported 
that Cundoo and (iovindah uniques were killed in my 
attack. All who were not coiicerued in the first robberies 
apj)ear to liave fled in hope of remaining unnoticed ! tlio 
remaining few who dare not return lo the }>lains and 
seek safety in constant flight !ire Jili'endy pressed by Oucliit, 
Dhun Sing, and Bahria naiques with their followers, into 
whose hands they must soon fall. 

I confidently expect the complete settlement of this 2 )art 
of the country will be effected by the Mamlctdar in a 
very few flays, aided by my detiichinent, ami no lurthcr 
force will be required. 1 returned to Tfihiair this morning 
seeing no likelihood of my presence being longer rcquii'cd, 
hut I iim really to afford the IMamletdar every assistance 
in my power and to return to the hills should anything 
occur to reufier it necessary. 

Should you send the dctiiclimeiit of Regulars which I recom- 
mended being (dficcfl at the disposal of the iMamletdar, 
1 think it had liest he stationed at. Kerroon to overawe the 
Rhecls of tile ^\mbii jjergaiinali and deter them from affording 
refuge to the fjffenders. 



98 


THK IvH.VXDKSH lUUI. COBl'S. 


Proclaiiifitioiis forbidding’ unv person from jiffording' protection, 
food, etc., to iiny of tlie refugees, offering re\vards, etc., 
tlivouglioui' the Tiilmiir and Chopra ji^rgannahs would have 
a good effcel. 

I think T may now assure you that this rebellion is entirely 
quelled as far as can be cfFeetcd by force of arms, and 
the measures ado))t,cd by the llamletdar must soon place 
the ringleaders in our pos.session. 'J'he prompt and for- 
tunately timed attack of niy tletaclnnent has certainly prevent- 
ed the most formidable assemblage of llliecis that has taken 
])lace for a length of time pa.st, for Zeepi’lah, who fortunately 
.arrived too la'te with his auxiliaries, was only ouc of many 
emissaries the gang had despatelied to collect tin; disaffected, 
all of wlioni must have ipiietlj' disperse(l to their iionies 
when they heard the result of the attack. 

The gangs were dispersed, and their learlcrs ca})ture<l or killetl, 
Outram makes many recommendations for rewards to local Bhils and 
to men of his corps for their good service. He never mentions his 
own name. Hut tliore is a story told by ('apt. Scott, who got 
bis information, as in the case of the Naiuhii’bar panther, from old 
Hhil Corps otticers. 11 is reported to relate to occurrences in 
November 1S8(). Odicial records, however, sliow no expedition to liave 
taken place about that time. However, it is an unlikely time of 
year for gangs to he out, for after the rams the jungle is hard 
to penetrate, ami tva>ellers are few. It is far more probable that the 
anecdote relates to the 18,87 expedition into the Satpuras. 

8 In 1820 a Hheel naik named (iovinda, Iniving collected a band 
of lawless men, looted villages, robbed the high ways and 
gave a vast deal of trouble to the surrounding districts. He 
re.sidcd princip.-dly at Horadee, a village in the Thahiair 
Taluka. Outram sent a caution to him to desist from his pre- 
datory habits, nlien the naik relumed an answer to tlie effect 
— “ that iis long as he Iiad a handful of powder and ball 
so long wouhl he hold out.” This was too much to bcaj’ 
quietlj’. Outram, therefore, in tlie month of November, taking 
200 of the Hheel Corjis with him left Hliurrumgauin and pro- 
ceeded to the village of Horaclce, where lie encamped. On 
the following day he made a sudden descent (called a 
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“ cliappa ”) oil Goviucla’s village, and such was the nature of 
the attfiek tliat tlic Bhecls precipitately fled. Gutraiii 
])ur,sucil, find knowing Goviiida by description, he wfis enabled 
to single him out and make fi living cfipture of him, himself- 
He broHght Govinda to Hhulia, where he was left a prisoner 
in the jail till he died. The band, on the capture of their 
naik, broke up and returned to their homes. 

On his return to Dharangaoii for the Hains, Oiitram experi- 
enced very severe trouble. The only mention of it is eontiiined in 
ii brief letter here reproduced. The handwriting is as bold and firm 
as usual, indicating tlmt the writer bad recovered bis health. The 
letter ttself is sufficiently pathetic, find it is easy to weave round it 
a stoiy.* At tlie beginning of tlie i-ains, water at Dharfingaon is bolli 
scanty find foul, find cholerfi was often reported. It may well be thfit 
Lieutenant Beck caught tliis discfi.se, and that his Coinnifindaiit attend- 
ed him, and was thereby' infected. This of course is not certain, but 
the theory accords well with Outrfuu’s charficter, find accounts for 
his connecting Lieutenant Beck’s death with his own illness. 

Sir, 

1 beg to I'econnncnd Licuteufinl Douglas (). Gralnim of the 19th 
llcginient X. I. to the situation of Adjutant to the Bheel 
Corps vacant by the defitli of l>ieutcnant Beck. 

In foi'wurding my rcconmnendation I request you will mention 
fis the rcfisoii of its having lieeu so long delayetl the severe 
il]ne.ss I hfive laboured under since fhc death of Lieutenant 
Beck. 

Neither the loss of his Adjutant, nor his own ill health, prevented 
Outram from working hard at the mens drill. Previoii.s to splitting 
up the corps into the several detachments already suggested, it wfts 
determined that tlie whole battalion .shoidd be reviewed by the General 
Commanding fit iMfilcgaon. The review took place on November 20 
find 21, 1827, and the Inspection Return and Field State of the 
corps are here given. The “ Performance ” fittaclicd to both is 
carefully written out by Outram him.sclf, find may well intercijt any 
soldier who cares to follow the detfiils of the drill of that period. 
The Gencj-fil was unable to be present, Init the corps ivas duly 
reviewed by bis Major of Brigade, whose report, here fippcndod, has 
nothing but praise for Outrfim and his men. 



Inspection Return of the Uheel Corps of Candeish. 
Durrungaum, 2Qth Xovemher, 1827. 
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!SlAJs’rAL Asi> PlATOOJf Kxekcise. 

Coinniissionccl Officcr-s and Kcgiilars being .sent to the rear tJic corps breaks into 16 Uivision.s which perform 
the manual and platoon exercise and tlrill independently under Bheel Non-Coinmis.sioncd Officers, fuglemen, 
etc, unassi.stcd by the Regulars. 
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performance (Signed) J. OUTRAM, 

Marcli round in reversed order— quick and slow time. Lieut. Comdg. 
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Xo. Biittiilion Manoeuvres. Light Infantry Movements. 


1 


2 


3 


Open column — right in front. 
Aclvnnce — quick time. 

Form Line to Renr — on 8th Division. 
Firing — double nmrcli. 

Close Column Renr of 1st Division 


— March. 


4 


5 


6 


Column wheel to the Riglit. 

— March. 

Deploy into Line on 1st Division. 

— Double March. 

Line advance — Marcli. 


I.eft subdivisions to front — quick march. 


Left sections advance to .skirmish- (1) “Advance,” “F, xtend,’ 
Douhtc. “Fire.” Rxtended line skir- 

mishes to front (advancing liy 
alternate ranks.) 


Rear subdivisions form cliain. 


8 


Subdivisions right wliccl. 


(2) '■ Form chain ” 

Chain skirmish to the rear. 


(3) Chain close sniulivislons. 


Rear sulidivision.s — press through the 
column — (Ire a volley — and form on thi 
left subdivisions. 


9 


By douljle flies to the centre rear. 


Wing to tile front. 


10 


Column advances protected by 
ers in front, flanks and rear. 


•‘Halt.” 

Skirmishers recalled. 


skinnisb- (41 Front and rear Companies — 
Form advance and renr guard 
and outward, sections extend on 
tlie flanks (5) the wliole advance 
1 .skirmishing round the advancing 
! column. 

1(6) Assembly. 
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No. 

Buttalion Manoeuvres. ! 

1 

Light Infantry Movements. 

11 

Form subdivision square on centre sub- 
divisions — Double March. 



Fire { Standing ranks by subdivisions. 

( Kneeling ranks by volley. 



Re-form column. 


12 

Column change front by wheel and coun- 
ter march of subdivisions round the 
centre. 


13 

. 

Column iulv.ince covered by 8th Divi- 
sion. 

" March.” 

7 " Advance ” — Kxteud to BighL 
“Fire” (to 8th Division yrnicb 
advances skirmishing to front 
by alternate ranks.) 

14 

Form line to front ou leading Divisions. 



“ Double March.” 


16 

"Hatt." “Form four deex).” (Skir- 
mlslier.s rc-called.) 

“ Alarm. ” — Skirmishers run 

through the line, which then re- 
forms. 


“ Form two deep." 


“ Fire ii volley." 
“ Advaiii-e.’ ’ 

'* Cliii rge. ’ ’ 


16 


17 


18 


Open culutnii. Left in Front Advance. 
Close to front and form solid square. 

” Double March.” 
r Firing standing ranks by files. 
(.Kneeling r.inks by a volley. 

Reform column. 

Take ground to the left (sections left 
wheel) — Quick March. 

“ Right turn.” 

" Front form Divisions." 


13 
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No. 

i 

Battalion Manoeuvres. ! 

1 

Light Infantry Movements. 

18 

" Open from the Front.” ” Halt.” 



“ Wheel into Line.” 


19 

Advance bj' Double Files from the centre. 


20 

Form Double Column of subdivisions. 


21 

Advance by successive Divisions. 

Street firing. 

it 

22 

Pass the obstacles in front by columns of 
sections and front form line on the cen- 
tre subdivisions. 



Firing platoons from the centre. 

I 


23 

Advance by Grand Divi.sions from the 
left covered by 1st and 8th Divisions. 

8. Advance, “ Extend,” “ Skir- 
mish,” “Fire,” (to 1st and 8tl> 
Divisions) . 

24 

“Halt.” Grand Divisions on your cen- 
tres. 

“ Right irheel.” 

” Advance." 

9. ” Skirmisliers — sections left 
shoulders forward, front form, 
advance.” 

25 

“ Halt.” Form Grand Divisions square 
on right centre subdivisions. 

“ Prepare for Cavalry.” 

Fire by squares — from the right. 

10. “Retreat.” (Skirmishers retire 
in extended order to the inter- 
vals between and on each flank 
of the line of squares) . 

Lie down.” 

26 

“Squares advance by front faces.’’ 

“ Front square halt.” “ Reform Line.” 

11. Skirmishers advance. '■ Fire.” 


Rear squares form up into line on the 
Right Grand Division. 


27 

“ Open coliimn right in front.” 

” Advance.” 

12. Sections left shoulders for- 
ward. '• Advance.” (Extended 
line breaks into open columns, 
skirmisiiing to left.) 
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No, i 

Battalion Manoeuvres. 

Ligiit Infantry Movements. 

28 

Halt. “ Form four deep.” 

“ By successive Divisions press through 
the intervals — rear wing to Front.” 

Column advances. 

13. Extended column performs 
corresponding movements and 
presses througli the intervais. 

14. To the right of the Battalion 
column skirmishing to right. 

29 

Halt. " Wheel into Line.’’ 

” Line advance.” 

15. Extended column left shoul- 
ders forward into line — ad- 
vances skirmishing. 

30 

1 

“Halt.” 

J 

“ Line adv.-inces ” (passes between the 
squares.) 

Fires a volley. “ Quick march.” 

Charge.” 

16. Alarm. “ Form rallying 
squares ” ( skirmishers rally 
round their officers on the 
flanks.) 

Line having pas.sed the .squares 
form divisions and follow up 
into line. 

31 

Form hollow squares on centre divisions. 

“ Fire by Companies.” 


32 

Reform line to rear on centre divisions 
countermarched. 


33 

Line advances and retires — changing 
from slow to quick and quick to slow 
time. 



General Salute. 


(Signed) J. OUTRAM, 


SlE, 


Lieut. Commanding. 


1 have the honour to communicate to you for the information of 
the Major-General Commanding the Division that on a re- 
quisition from the Civil authorities in Candeish, and with 
his sanction, 1 proceeded to Dhiirrungnum on the 16th ultimo 
for tiie purpose of inspecting and reviewing tJie Bhcel Corps 
under the command of Lieutenant Outram, preparatory 
to their taking a proportion of the ovitposis in the 
province. 
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2 1 have now tin; gratificaiion to report tlie result of 

the observations I made on tlie formation, interior 
arrangements, and the discipline of this meritorious Re- 
giment. The whole reflects so much credit on the temper, 
judgment, and perseverance of Lieutenant Outi'am that I 
should fail in the duty imposed on me if I were to omit 
bringing his exemplary conduct and exertions ho tl\c notice 
of the Major-General. 

3 I .shall endeavour to do justice by delailing the exhibitions 

I witne.ssed on the three succe-ssive days the Regiment was 
under arms, aiul if 1 trespicss longer on your attention than i.s 
usually observed I hope I may liave every inchdgenee for that 
irregidaritj'. 

4 The In.spect.ion took place on the evening of the 20t.li ultimo, 

and the Return 1 here enclose will .shew the Major- 
General the numerical strength of the Regiment paraded f or 
the occasion. There were about 50 undisciidincd Bhccls on 
the strength, but who have been employed rather as auxiliaries 
and .spies, their duty rendering it expedient that, they .should 
not be accoutred or flistinguisiied by any Inulge so as to 
attract, ob-servation. 

5 The body of men composing the Kegiment are generally of 

small .stature, averaging about 5 feet 2-J inches in height, 
spare in form and very ill looking in their countenance, but 
they make up for those imperfoetions by a sagacity and in- 
telligence probably acquired by the exerci.se of a previous 
predatory life. Their activity was remarked on the day of 
the Review, when most of the movements were performed in 
double time, and their appearance altogether would .stronglj 
support the character of hardihood and a capahility of under- 
going great exertions and fatigue under every privation. 

6 The Rcgimenl is composed of young men fnnii Ki years old 

to 20 and there are not more than 30 niou in the Rank.s 
beyond the age of 2.5 years. The basis and formation then has 
the advantage of consisting of youths, uho being drawn early 
from their vice.s have every expectation in time of forgetting 
their former bad habits and under the .superintendence of 
sue’’, an officer as Lieutenant Outram, who has an intimate 
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knowledge of tlieir oustoms .aiul infiiiiiers, tlie corps is likely 
to become most efficient, particulavlj' for the desultory mode 
of warfare they were originall}- raised and intended for. 

7 The men arc armed witli Fuzecs, the whole in good condition, 

having been received, the niajoritj',, lately from stores. The 
clothing and accoutrements have been fitted witli care, the 
turbans are of blue dungaree made after the native pattern, 
i.he whole dress combined giving an appearance extremely 
suitable and becoming. 

8 No complaints of jiny kind wore preferred to ine.and I have every 

reason to siijiposc a ])crfect contentment pervaded all ranks. 

9 The Regiment after going throiigli llic mannal and platoon 

exercises in Line, whieh was very well performed, broke 
into open oolunin of It) Divisions commanded by native 
comniissiont'd and iioii-ctmunissioned Rhccl officers, and exhi- 
bite<l in a very interesting degree the proficiency which had 
l)cen ac(iuircfi in their duty, by putting their sovcrnl sub- 
divisions through tlic manual and platoon and then perform- 
ing many sections of tlie drill without any assistance or inter- 
ference from the Regulars, who had pi’c\'ioiisly retired to the 
roar of the Regiment. 

10 The Review took place on the morning of the 21st; the Return 

No. 2 was proscntcfl to mo on the ground as a guide for the 
morning performances, I should consider my-self extremely 
culpable if 1 were to pass over unnoticcrl the deserving and 
highly prai.sewoi’thy manner the Regiment conducted itself 
on this occasion and tlie compai’ativcly high degree of disci- 
pline it lias attained under the excellent tuition of its 
Commanding Officer. 

11 After passing in Review Order in slow and quick time very 

creditably they coinnioiiced their manoeuvres: it was by a 
careful and attentive observation nC hours that I had full 
and fair opportunitv of judging of Hie merits of the 
Regiment.. 1 was particularly struck with the .self-po.ssession 
and confiilcncc with which the native Rhecl commissioned 
and non-commissioned officers conducted their divisions, 
sub-divisions, and sections without any palpable mistakc.Sj 
and all which plainly proved that they had been well instruct- 
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cd and were fully competent for Regimental duty in their 
different gradcsi. 

18 I beg in a most particular manner to convey to the Major- 
General the good effect and the correct manner the 19, 80, 81, 
88 , 83, 8-1, and 8.'3, movements were conducted to prove the 
steadiness of the Regiment. These evolutions were performed 
designedly under every obsbiclc, passing through a gate- 
way from the parade through the I)arrack yard, in the centre 
of which was a large well with piled up stone which occupied 
the principal space in breadth, from thence over uneven 
ground and intervening old buildings, without any mistakes 
and in so sieadv and militarv a manner as to call for mv 

• ♦ j • 

unqualified approbation. The march in echelon of squares 
of Grand Divi.sions over bad ground .and to a distance of 
nearly 850 yards covei'ed b 3 ' their Hank company was such 
as would claim a favourable comparison with the perform- 
ance of manv’ of tiie best native Regiments of the Line. 

13 The moi’iiing of the 8 Snd was devoted to Ball Practice, a 
Return of which, filleil up in the ground, I have the pleasure to 
enclose. The three columns represent the firing by single files 
at the respectable distances of 100, 150 and 800 paces. As the 
bribe of Bhecls have the character of being good marksmen I 
propose at once to establish their claim to this distinction bj' 
reference to the latter distance. The mode of firing most in 
repute with the men was that of the kneeling position, parti- 
cularly with those who had been accustomed to matchlocks, 
but their chief merit consisted in the confidence with which 
tlicy took aim and used their arms. The ammunition, I must 
beg to remark, wjis of the very worst description. 

1 f In visiting the hospital I found it clean and under the care of 
a respectable Native Medical Assistant., the stores of medicines 
appeared to be adequate and in good condition, the average 
of sick appears to be about IS, giving the climate and loca- 
tion of the cantoiiment.s a favourable consideration. The 
barracks for the men ai’c perfcctlj' comfortable and conveni- 
ent, very ably laid and well executed. 

1.5 I could dilate with much satisfaction on man 3 ' other points 
connected with the Review and Inspection, I ha\’e nov ttie 
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honour to report, I cannot however withhold niy regret tliat 
Lieutenant Outrani ha.s not had the goofl fortune to exhibit 
his Regiment before the Majoi-Geiieral, whose great expe- 
rience where tlic discipline of the Army is concerned would 
have decided on, and justly appreciated his merits, so much 
beyond 1113 - humble opinion and report. 

16 It would 1 ) 0 . tlesirablc,' however, that T should briefly state the 
difficulties under which this Regiment has been formed and 
collected together. Lieutenant Outram’s laborious and 
strenuous exertions 'to recruit it, have been of no ordinary 
and delicate kind considering that upwards of two hundred 
,have been entertained within the last 12 months and that the 
class and description of people, who compose it, are known to 
have been drawn from scenes of occasional rebellion and 
living in an uncivilized state, subject only to a partial obedi- 
ence to their nominal chiefs. Under all these disadvantages 
Lieutenant Outram has managed to draw them from their 
predatory haunts, induce<l them to enter the ranks as soldiers 
with confidence and subject themselves to a steady and salu- 
tary discipline, while he has at the same time with a firmness 
combined with a kindliness of manner instilled into their minds 
an obedience and affection to the Government. 

17 1 shall conclude my report by requesting the Major-General, 
if he approves of the manner I have commented on the Inspcc* 
tion and Review, to do me the favour of bringing Lieutenant 
Outram’s meritorious exertions and conduct to the notice of 
Government. 

The method of recruiting, on personal recommendation, em- 
ployed by Outram, the success of his new detachments and the diffi- 
culties experienced owing to Hindu prejudices against Bhils, arc 
exemplified in extracts from lettei's from C'apt. Ovans and Mr. Bax 
here given. 

Camp Bhuboaum, 

SOfh March 18S7. 

My Dear Outeam, 

I have written to Mr. Beck by the bearer, Abhceman Walad 
Sutwa Bhcel of Kurunj Pergunna Khandala whom, after a 
great deal of trouble, I have at last persuaded to enter into the 
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corps. He is a restless an<l dangerous character, who will 
not settle at tlic plougli, an<l who must not be left without a 
subsistence. But he will make a famous grenadier — when 
you form your flank companies. Indeed, I think, you will 
find him turn out a good soldier, and in this case, I have assured 
him of speedy promotion. He would have been <i formid- 
able character, if the Bheels had remained, in the hills. 
Graham knows him, and will tell you all about him. But 
he is now very “ glmreeb ” and I must bespeak your favour 
for him. I have ventured to tell Mr. Beck, that it will Ije 
necessai-y to enlist Abheeinaii immediately on his arrival at 
Dhurruiigaum, and give him jjay, otherwise, he may be 
changing his mind, as he is still rather wild. He has a re- 
lation (or relations) in the corps wiio will answer for liis 
good behaviour. One of them is in my guard. Apropos of 
them I urn happy to say lliey are doing as well as you 
could wish : indeed 1 never had better men about me tliaii 
they are. 1 employ them iinmcdiately about my ^^crsoii ; 
in fact, in every way that Begulars are required, and tliey 
ai’e as steady and quiet as I could possibly desire. 

Mr Dear Outi(a.m, 

I do not think I have answered yoiii- acceptable letter ol‘ the Kiitl 
ultimo. I hope Ablieeman Blieel will turn out well, and if he 
does he will he really an acquisition to the corps, being a 
. very good looking fellow and clever witlial. I w.hs very 
happy to hear tlial you had lieen so successful agiiinst the 
tigers. The slaughter of that monster near Eesurbaree was 
quite a triumph. I hope ray friend Hyon is now quite re- 
covered of his wounds ami that the Surkaree elephant is im- 
proving in such good company. After wandering about as 
usual my tents are now pitched here. The Mulkapur Bheels 
are again getting troublesome and I have been obliged to 
get some Horse and Foot liere to keep the peace. I expect 
Mr. Ralph, the Ni/am’s Biicel Agent, in this quarter immedia- 
tely, and he will probably settle sonic of them. I shall ask 
him to try and recruit for you. I have been unable, I am sorr 3 - 
to say, to get you any men here. 1 have given up iny escort 
of Regulars and now depend entirely on iiij' Bhecl guard, who 
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march about famously. I cannot speak too highly of their 
conduct. Indeed, if you have 100 inoi-c of such men, 1 sliould 
be happy lo allow tliem immediately to take all tlie posrt-s 
in this agency. Let me know if you could pick out so many 
•strong fellows, or pei’haps we had better begin with 50. 
However, my opinion is still unchanged, viz., that you should 
not detach the corps too soon. 

Dear Outkam, 

I find here, as 1 have found in other places, an objection on 
the part of the barbers to shave your Bhecls. I have never 
yet had occasion to compel the barbers to shave them, but 
here they strenuously object on the score of cfiste. At 
Durrungaum you have a fixed barber, so that all is right 
there but as your men will be scattered we must do something 
on this .score. 

Tell me what you conceive to be customary and whether the Bheels 
ought to shave themselves or have a .special shaver. It has 
been a fertile source of complaint^ but the Bheels have been 
shaved hitherto. At one place these barbers refused to shave 
the BheeLs but a timely fine soon produced the razor. 

Youi's very truly, 

.JOHN BAX. 

At this time Outram was still alone, for Lieutenant Graham, 
tliough hi.s appointment was sanctioned, had not yet appeared in 
Khandcsli. 

Government was now so pleased with the success of the Bhil 
Corps, that it resolved to make a further experiment on similar lines 
in Gujarat. Lieutenant Outram was asked to make suggestion.^, 
based on his own experience. He accordingly addressed a most 
interesting demi official letter to the Collector, which is well worth 
study. 

My Dear Sir, 

The official reports of my proccctUngs during the first year and 
half of my employment in raising the Bhecl Corps will fully 
show the manner I adopted to effect the conciliation and 
remove the fears of the Bheels. Should it be the intention 
of Government to rai.se a similar corps in Goozer.it, perhaps 
copies of these reports might be of some, though I fear not 

14 
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much, use for I suspect the Bheels of different countries are 
only similar in name. 

The following is a slight general sketch of my proceedings from 
the commencement of the undertaking in Candeish. April 
and May 1825 I resided in the midst of Bheel Hutties en- 
deavouring by various modes of conciliation to attach two or 
three individuals to my person, in which having succeeded 
I through their means endeavoured to seduce others from 
their Xaiques under pretence of employment as subedars, 
witli a ])roniise that after residing a sufficient time with me 
to obtain my confidence they should be sent to their villages 
there to remain in that capacity. In the course pf 4 or 5 
months I had assembled a considerable number who were 
sensible of the ease and comfort of their new situations 
compared to their former mode of life, being paid daily and 
employed on trifling duties. 

Having brought them to a sense of the advantages of our ser- 
vice and removed their suspicions I persuaded them of the 
advantages of our musquet compared to the matchlock and 
introduced the former merely as a weapon for their own 
protection; I then sepai-ated the old from the young men 
and gave them to understand that Government could not be 
satisfied that they intended to serve us faithfully unless they 
underwent slight discipline, excepting the old men w'ho were 
to continue on their former footing on condition the others 
submitted to drill, thus causing the older men who had most 
influence to be interested in persuading the younger to sub- 
mit to my will. I then brought tliein to consent to the intro- 
duction of a few Regulars for their instruction. These men 
being selected by my own knowledge of their good character, 
high caste etc., soon obtained the confidence and respect of 
the Bheels, who were proud of being treated as equals ami 
companions by men of a caste which hitherto had sjjurned 
them. The influence obtained by the Regulars enabled me 
gradually through them to mould the corps into its present 
form and I have found the Bheels sufficiently pliant in 
disposition to enable me to turn them to my wish in every 
respect, even to refraining from liquor, elc. 
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I consider that everything depends on the character of tlie Re- 
gulars introduced and on their caste, for even liheels look 
with contempt on the inferior grade of Hindoos and onlj' 
respect tlie higliest. 

I shall be happy to afford any information that may afterwards 
be required in particular. 

A'cry truly yours, 
(Signed) J. OUTRAM. 

8th Janunry 1828. 

Great as was the satisfaction of Government at the progress 

of the corps, there now becomes evident a desire to restrict it 

» 

both in numbers and efficiency. Orders were issued forbidding 
any increase in the number of disciplined men. All recruits were 
to form part of the undisciplined ranks, and an endeavour was 
to be made to officer those ranks from among the Bhil chief- 
tains. Equipage and stores were reduced, and economy was 
enjoined in every direction. The Collector and Outoni protested 
most strongly'. They argued that it was largely the sense of 
discipline, esprit de corps, and assimilation to the regular line, 
which had turned the Bluls from plunder and rapine to the pro- 
tection of the country. They stated that an undisciplined and 
half tamed mob of Bhils under their own chiefs would be more 
likely to rob than to protect the country, and would eventually 
revert to tlie status quo ante. But Government remained for the 
present obdurate, though the savings effected owing to replacing 
detachments of Regulars by men of tlie Bhil Corps might well have 
been treated as a set off to tlie small c.xtra cxi)enditure proposed. 

About this time a small measure wa.s introduced to increase 
the authority of the Commandant. Hitherto he had had but little 
power of punishing offenders in the corps. He was now gazetted 
Assistant iMagistratc and Collector, and therefore received tlie neces- 
sar-y authority. A letter from the Collector to Government throws 
a curious light on the methods of punishment considered the most 
suitable at that period. 

Sm, 

1 I have the honour to hand up the accompanying copy of a 
letter from Lieutenant Outram commanding the Bheel Corps, 
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dated the SSrd instant, and beg to recommend the measure 
proposed therein. 

2 As Officer Commanding the Corps some power to inflict punish- 

ment for misdemeanours is absolutely necessary, and I know 
of no method more advantageous in every point of view than 
trial by Punchait. The punishment, I should respectfully sug- 
gest, should be limited to two dozen stripes or running the 
gauntlet, tlie latter to be carried into effect with the ends of 
turbans or slippers, and 30 days’ imprisonment on conjee diet. 

3 An abstract of the trials and sentences may be furnished to 

me monthly which can be embodied in the quarterly return 
forwarded in the Judicial Department or may be furnished 
separately. 

Itis not certain when, precisely. Lieutenant Graham arrived, but it 
was some time in the latter part of 1828, for he presided at a court of 
enquiry into tlio conduct of one Dhokiil Sing, Subedar. This officer 
was convicted of grossly calumniating the Subedar-Major. When 
Outram forwarded the proceedings of the Court, he was informed 
that they were entirely irregular, tiiat he should at once forward 
Dhokul Sing in custody to Malegaon, and that he would then be 
tried by court martial. This was done, and Dhokul Sing was given 
the option of returning to Iris regiment as Havildar or resigning 
the service. He resigned, but Outram was too chivalrous to allow him 
to suffer this extreme punishment. He offered to tsikc him back into 
the Bhil Corps with the local rank of Subedar, and this was allowed. 
Incidentally, the Collector and Outram were mortifled at the decision 
of Government that rank given in the Bhil Corps to men volunteering 
from the Line would be only considered ns local rank. This was most 
discouraging to the men, who had left the comparative comfort of 
Regular regimental service to help train the Bhils, to endure the 
scoffs of their caste-fellows and to serve in remote and unhealthy 
outposts. 
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THE BHIL CORPS ON DUTY. 

T he battalion has now been followed from its infancy, through 
its growth, to a period of vigorous youth. It has been armed, 
unifoiTtned, and drilled, and has been declared fit to take its place 
among the regiments of the Line. Its constitution and status, from 
commandant to recniit, has been made clear. From henceforth it must 
be regarded as the guardian of the province. Gradually the regular 
inilitai'y outposts were withdrawn and replaced by the Bhil Corps, 
until there were no toops in the province except at Malegaon and 
Asirgadh. Slowly the marauding Bhil gangs were destroyed, reduced, 
or made to surrender until none was left. The villages were repo- 
pulated, the jungle reclaimed. The timid cultivators returned home 
and resumed their farms. A permanent peace spread over the 
province, and has lasted with one great exception to this day. So 
complete is that peace that the inhabitants have forgotton tlic 
existence of armed men, and regard soldiers as evil spirits, from 
whose visits their country is fortunately free. Only recently a 
regiment of Nati\'e Lancers marched through the province, and 
their mere presence so terrified the villagers, that they fled to tlic 
hills, men, women, children, and cattle, and there abode until the 
dreaded soldiers had passed on. 

But all this was not the work of a day. That it was accom- 
plislied at all is largely due to Outrain and his men. 

In January 1829 bands of Bhils about 300 strong were plunder- 
ing in the hills east of Ajanta and made descents on Malkapur in 
Berar. A detachment of 46 Bhil .sepoys marched with Major Ovans, 
S. Bhil Agent, to Jamiier. There appears to have been no fighting, the 
mere presence of the detachment being enough to keep the maraud- 
ers out of Khandesh. Later in the year Outram was requested to 
take as many of his men as were available to Muilicr. A gang of 
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Kolis from the Nasik gliats was expected to endeavour to break 
through Khandesh and occupj' the Satpuras. Regular troops were 
despatched to oppose them, and Outrani's knowledge of the country 
was thought likely to be of use. The Kolis, however, did not dare to 
oppose the troops, and the gang melted away. In September 1829 
tlic important fortress of Sindva, commanding the north approach 
to Khandesh through the Satpuras, was occupied by the Bhil Corps, 
the regular gai’rison returning to Headquarters. 

In October, Outrani went to Bombay on short leave, and Lieuten- 
ant Graham ofliciated ns Commandant. He was forthwith required 
to proceed to tlie N. E. Satpux’as, to exterminate a gang of Nahal 
Bhils. It is unfortunately only too well known that the occasion for 
Outram’s leave was the sudden death of his only brother. 

Outrara returned to duty in January 1830, having been delayed 
in Ahmednagar on his way from Bombay by an accident. In the 
same spring he was required to proceed to t'je west of the province 
and assist the troops in the quelling of a rising. Matters were so 
serious, tliat every available man was called up, the detachments 
under iMajor Ovuns being reduced us far as possible and the men 
sent to the scone of operations. Unfortunately the record is wanting 
in details of the campaign, but a minute has been preserved in the 
Political Department which though written in abbreviated styde, 
sufficiently expreses tlic magnitude and difficulty’ of the operations. 

It need only be remarked licrc that the Daug country is so 
difficult, that its settlement by Goveriiiueut ha.s only recently taken 
place. lor almost 7() years it was left for the must part scvcrelv 
alone, unless the duels conduct became intoler.ible, when tliey w’ei’e 
repressed by force. 

Acting Collector rcjroj'ts that the village of Nagjira Nawajjoor 
fSth May Purganah had been .attacked by the Bhecls of the 
Dhaung, also the village of Chorwar in the Warsa 
Purganah— little or no loss sustained by the inhabitants of the 
former village but those of the latter conqiletcly plundered, 
a horseman wounded at the latter. Reported to have been 
perpetrated by the gangs of Budria and Davising Rajahs 
to the number of 150 or 200 men. Reports having sent 
detachments of 40 Horsemen and 50 Regulars under a 
European officer for the protection of the country. 
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Acting Collector forwards translations of reports concerning 
21st August reports that lie has deputed the 

1829. Second A.ssistant with the troops sent to Pimpul- 

nere ; forwards cop 3 ' of instructions to the Assistant. 

Acting Collector forwards copy of correspondence with the 
29th .'lugiist Political Agent of Guickwar territories concerning 
1829. settlement of disputes between the Wussawas of 

Gungthy and Sakbarec. 

Acting Collector forwards letter enclosure from Mr. Steven, 2nd 
19th Septeiuhcr Assistant Collector, dated l.'ith instant, reporting 
1829. proceedings in consequence of instructions, copy of 

. wliich was forwarded on the Sl-st August. Regrets that for 
security of our frontier extraordinary precautions must be 
adopted until the season will admit t)f‘ operations against the 
Dhaiig chiefs. Details negociation with the chiefs, unsuccess- 
ful, though pardon wns offered if the plundered property 
should be restored; to this he was induced by the conviction 
that coercive measures against tlie Bhcel chiefs w'erc too 
inconvenient at anj’ season to warrant their being recom- 
mended hut on grounds of ab.sohite necessity ; considers the 
partial restoration of the plundered property inadequate 
Jitoncmcnt for the unprovoked outrages of the Dhaung 
Raj alls ; and the tranquility of the country bordering on 
the Dhaungs can never be secured until those chiefs are 
humbled to submission by punishment. 

Davising, formerly reported was not the aggressor on the late 
occasion. His apprehension or that of any of his folloivcrs, 
should not be the object of ullcrior operations so much as 
the capture of the Silpiit. Rajah, whose conduct has been in 
the highest degree reprehensible and whoso notoriously vio- 
lent and treacherous disposition renders it impossible that the 
tranquility of the country can bo secured as long as he 
continues at large. No attempt to enter the Dhaung can be 
made without eminent hazard to the health of the men, until 
tJie end of March ; but recommends the expediency’ of 
authorising at that period, recourse to military operations 
on a scale sufficient to ensure the subjection of the followers 
or supporters of the Silput Rajah and capture of his 
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person, rcconimcnrls the repair of the Gurree of Warsa 
to be maintained by a Detachment for protection of that 
neighbourliood. In aiidition to the 50 men of the Line 
which had been formerly sent liad made a requisition for a 
company from Malligaon to protect the frontier until the 
season for operations, etc. 

Acting Collector forwards copy of a letter from jMajor Ovans 
requiring the re-establishment of the Nizam’s Military 
along the Adjunta Range of hills essential 
to tlic tranquility of the country, which might be 
endangered by the failure of the crops, and the recent removal 
of the Civil Superintendent, and remarks as follows : “ In the 
annual Police reports of .'ill my predecessors since the Bhccl 
Corps and Rheel Agency have been established, the measures and 
conduct of the officers at the heads of their establishments have 
been justly the theme of admii-ation and panegyric. I consider 
it necessary,, however, to do more on the present occasion 
than briefly advert to the subject ; n.s the utility of 
their establishments has been fullj' proved and the ardent 
and benevolent oxeitions of Major Ovans and meritorious 
conduct of Lieutenant Oiitram, have been too frequently 
brought to the notice of the Honourable the Governor 
in Council, to render an encomium from me requisite to 
establish the char.actcv of those officers. I may, however, 
be permitted to add that resulting from Major Ovan’s 
vigilant superintendence the quarter under his immediate 
control is distinguished by its freedom from crime and that 
the conduct of the men and officers of the Bheel Corps 
during the past year has, in all respects, tended to confirm the 
high character given of them by Mi*. Giberne in his last 
year’s report.” 

The Acting Collector forwards copy of letter from Major Ovans 
and enclosure — concurs in that officer’s opinion of 
consequent likely to accrue from tlic aboli- 
tion of the office of Bheel Agent in the Nizam’s 
country, and hopes Government will be induced to press on 
the consideration of the Resident of Hyderabad, the expedi- 
ency of restoring that office. 
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Acting Colloctor forwax'ds translation ol‘ letter from the Daish- 
inuk of Sooruiiganah reporting capture and deatli 
an?, '^ 18 ^ 0 !*''*' Sukia naique of the Dliaung, for whose appre- 

hension a reward had been offered of 1000 Rupees, 
recoinineiids the officer commanding BhccI corps to proceed 
with all the available men of his corps and auxiliary Horse 
to the frontier to communicate with Duttoo Cbimnajce and 
concert the measures to be adopted for proceeding against 
the Silput Rajah. The means to bo placed at the disposal of 
Lieutenant Outram for the capture of Silput Rajah cannot 
be ascertained till Lieutenant Outram is on the .spot, where 
j information of the Rajah's situation and power can be 
obtained. Early iiica.surc.s to be fidoptcd. 

Acting Collector trnnsinit.s copy of his instructions to the 
25tU March, officer commanding Bheel corps relative to opera- 
tions against the Silput Rajah. 

Tlie Collector (Mr. Boyd), forwards copies of despatches from 
6th May, Licutcnanl Outram, commanding Detachment in the 
18.30. Dhaung, suggests, that means may be resorted to, 

to induce the Bnroda Durbar to cause their officers in that 
ncighlxourhood to withhold theii’ assistance, etc., from a 
liroclaiined enemy of the British Government.; the operations 
in the Dhaung much impeded by the vexatious and culpable 
assistance offered to the Silput Rajah by the Guikwar’s 
Taiinahs, etc. The Rainy ami iinliealthy season comincneing 
must soon oblige our troops to x acate the Dhaung, when the 
Silput Rajah encouraged by the countenance of the Guikwar’s 
officers will be induced to venture on future campaigns. 

In case of Lieutenant Outram not .succeeding in capturing 
the Silput Rajah, there is necessity to provide for the 
tranquillity of the coiuitry, proposes meeting Lieutenant Out- 
ram on his return, and requires authority to adopt at once 
such measures as lie may find necessary to secure the 
co-operation of such chiefs, as that officer has conciliated, for 
the preservation of the peace of the country ; unfortunate 
that the Khcm Rajah has been found equally culpable with his 
nephew the Silput Rajah, as it was the Collector’s intention 
to have recommended his succession on giving satisfaction 

16 
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as to In's goof] indentions for the future. As all the family 
of the Silput Rajah are equally culpable, sees no obstacle to 
nominate a person unconnected with it for managing the 
country. 

The Silput Rajah’s consequence and authority described as 
destroyed for ever. His fastnesses hitherto considered im- 
pregnable have been penetrated, etc. His uncle and relations 
prisoners, himself hunted from haunt to hannt, almost hopeless 
of escape. Many of his bi’othcr chiefs have been induced 
to desert him and join our cause tliro’ the well managed 
measures of Lieutenant Outrnm to whom every credit is 
duo, etc., etc. j 

Enclosure proving treachery of the Guihnmr’s Agents. 


Collector forwards copies of Despatches from Lieutenant Oul- 
14th May, ram shewing that altho’ tlie Silput R.aj.ali has 
eopies'^^ of individually eluded us, yet the other and greater 
^^m^Lleut *wJvantagos of destroying the confidence of those 
Outram. lawless chiefs and apprehending the greater number 
of those who joined the Silput Rajah or inducing them to 
act against him have been gained. No doubt the Khem 
Rajah, a prisoner, uncle of the Silput Rajah, lias been as 
culpable as his nephew. • 

These points gained, docs not consider the Silput Rajah, even 
if not seized in tliis campaign likely himself or to influence 
others- to attempt further delinquencies, understands that 
he has taken refuge with a Mowass Chief of Hajpee 2 )la ; 
under these circumstances has directed the withdrawing of 
the troops under Lieutenant (hitr.-un, which could not be 
delayed on account of the incessant rain they have been 
exposed to, considerable sickness had already commenced. 

The Collector forwards despatches from Lieutenant Outram, 

24lh Mnv, regrets to say th.at he was attacked by fever, when 
1830 * * 

’ on the way to meet the Dhaung Chiefs w-ith Lieut- 

enant Outram, and obliged to proceed to Dhoolia. 

“ The Silput R.ajah’s apprehension is a most fortunate conclu- 


Vide Mr, 
Boyd’s letter, 
dated 24tli 
Mny 1830. 


sion to the Expedition in the Dhaung and it is to 
be entirely attributed to the persevering exertions 
made to the very last by Lieutenant Outram to 
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H'hoin too iiiucli credit cannot be paid for the inanucr in 

which lie lias conducted the business throughout.” 

l''orwards despatch from Lieutenant Outrani and documents 

T connected, etc- Much useful information and 
24tli June, 

1830 , lor- judicious remarks are contained in this despatch 
warding des- 

patcJics from dated Slid Instant. Lvery ai-rangement effected by 
Licut.Uutiaiu. officer has been conducted in the most able 


manner. Recommends measures for the disposal of tlie 
prisoners — Silput and Khum Rajahs should be made 
a severe example to j)rotect the country from the Silput 
Rajah’s revenge (as he is notorious for a vindictive blood- 
. tliirsty disposition) on tliosc who Jiave assisted us ; tile 
Khein Rajah equally obnoxious to punishment, letters of 
the chiefs and other reasons sufficiently prove the danger of 
releasing either. States that they must be considered State 
prisoners, proposes confining tliem in the Asseer, Nugger 
and Tannah Forts, for at least several years, or till they are 
able to secure the unanimous security and consent of the 
other chiefs. Proposes mode of settling the Silput Rajah’s 
Territory and of placing the Dhaung chiefs directly 
under the orders and superintendence of the Honourable 
Company’s Government. They should be disconnected from 
the Guikwar’s for reasons shown. Proposes tliat the affairs 
of the Uhaung with all the Bheel and Alawass Chiefs, subject 
to our rule along the i-auge of Ghauts and confines of 
Rajpeeplah, from Kowr’Ji, to Ihe Nerbudda, comprising 
territories of above 20 chiefs, extending upwards of 70 miles, 
be committed to the charge of an intelligent officer as Rhccl 
Agent. 

“ Lieutenant Outrani arranged before leaving tlie Dhaung for 


Vide Mr. 
Boyd’s letters, 
dated 9th June 


the management of Silput Rajah’s tract of Country. 
The family Karbarcc or manager has been for thus 


1830 forwar- 
ding Despat- 
ehes from 
Lieu t c 11 a 11 1 
Outram. 


purpose nominally associated with the Silput and 
the Khem Rajahs’ sons, who are however very 
young. They have promised to conduct them- 


selves properly (and indeed they are not in a situation to 


do otherwise) and the otlicr chiefs have engaged not to 


molest them. - 
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“ I should not be doing justice to the merits of u most valuable 
officer did I omit pointing out to the Honourable the Glovernor 
in Council the most useful and zealous exertions of Lieut- 
enant D. C. Graham, adjutant of the Bhecl Corps. This 
officer in addition to the harassing forced marches, some- 
times exceeding 70 niile.s, (vhicli he auis in his military 
capacity obliged to perform) was sedulously engagetl in 
executing a map of the entire tract called the Dhaung, 
which he has completed in a most masterly manner. Lieut- 
enant Gi'aham in addition to a thorough knowledge of survey- 
ing, which he acquired in Europe under a scientific officer, 
combines a knowledge of the natives and the language, which 
with his superior talents I’cnder him peculiarly adapted tor 
the successful discharge of any duty he may be entrusted 
with. 

1 have presented the naique and 6 Bhecl sepoys alluded to in 
Para. 1.5 of Lieutenant Outram's letter a turban each, in token 
of the approbation of Goveriunent for their gallantry in 
entering a tannah containing three times the number of 
their own well armed men and making the whole prisoners.” 

In June 1880 Lt, Thomas Frazer “ of the European Begi- 
nieut, at present doing tluty wiHi the 18th Regiment at Asirgadh,” 
was gazetted to officiate as Adjutant of the Bhil Coiqis during the 
absence of Lt. Graham on sick certificate. 

About this time a schoed was established for the Bhil Corps. 
It attracted some attcntioii at the time, but was not a jiermaiieiil 
success. Even to this day a literate Bhil is regarded as a kind 
of freak. 

Ill 1881 the Tadvi or Mussulman Bhils of the N. E. of the 
Province, aided by a number of Pardhis, began to attack the town-s 
below the hills in force. Outraiii soon heard of this,, and in a 
demi-official letter begged the Collector to allow him to attack them 
at once in their strongholds. The Collector however said that he 
would not consent, for the Rains were beginning, and troops could 
not live in the hills. He advised Outram to proceed to the village.s 
and towns which iiud been looted, and to endeavour to catch tlie 
offenders in the plains, or at any rate 1o stand fast until the season 
became more favourable. Outram toured with a dctacluucnt of 25 
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men from his corps, and the result is succinctly described by the 
Collector as follows; — 

” During the hot season of this year most alarming atrocities 
wore committed by the Bhcels and Pardics in the 
1831.” * north-eastern districts. In July I deputed the 
Bheel Agent (Lieutenant Outrani) to exert his 
endeavours to suppress the gangs, etc. 

“ Lieutenant Outrain proceeded with a small detachment of the 
Bheel Corps (25) and with their sole assistance, together 
with tlie few district Police and Horse, iiv the course of one 
month ciscertained, apprehended, and guarded those concerned 
,to the number of -idO men, generally desperate characters, 
Turvee Bhcels and Pardees, selected 158 of the most guilty 
for punisliinenit, committed them for trial for 80 gang robbe- 
ries, with such full and clear evidence tiiat all but eight were 
convicted and sentenced. 

Further I’epoit runs as' follows 

“ 1 have the honour to hand up for the information of the Right 
Honourable the Governor in Council, a report from Lieute- 
nant Outram, Bhil Agent and Assistant Magistrate. 

“ I found, from the unusual number of gang robberies whicli 
were occurring in the north-eastern districts of the province, 
that the district Police was unable to suppress the evil or 
even to discover, with any jlegree of certainty, wlio the 
offenders were, and, iis the impunity with which several very 
daring attacks on large towns were attended, was certain to 
excite further attempts, 1 judged it vetpiisite to dcimte the 
Bheel Agent to the duty, whose well-known activity and 
intimate acquaintance with all the tribes on the hills rendered 
bks services on the spot of peculiar efficiency. 

” Lieutenant Outram’s report details sufficiently the very complete 
and .satisfactory succc.ss of his measures, which were taken 
with great judgement, and have licen executed with singular 
promptitude and decision. 

“ The fortunate termination of thi-s rising, the progress of which, 
I confess, I watched with some anxiety^ will, I trust, prove the 
last symptoms of an inclination on the part of our Bhcels to 
break out, but they were not the first to comnicnce the depre- 
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datioiis and when foreign banditti were entering our boundaries 
and robbing with impunity' it is perhaps too inucli to expect 
these Wieels to remain honest, and 1 had no means to prevent 
effectually the irruptions of foreigners for reasons stated 
in my letters under date 12th March and 22nd April last. 

“ If the numerous gangs now apprehended and dispersed, had 
succeeded in baffliiig laeutenanh Dutram’s exertions, they 
would no doubt have collected in the Sathpuras and have 
been certainly joined by more discontented persons from the 
Dhaung, Nemaur, etc., than even with considerable military 
assistance in such a strong country we would have found it 
easy to subdue. 

“ I perfectly coincide witli Lieutenant Outram in the necessity of 
punishing the Naiks who have so long been paid by the 
British Government on condition of performing certain ser- 
vice and keeping a fixed number of followers. I shall, there- 
fore, Avith the sanction of Government, remove all those who 
have failed in their duty and select others from the same 
families to fill the situation.^. 

I beg to be favoured Avith the sanction of Government for distri- 
buting the rcAvards reconnuended by Lieutenant Outram, 
Avhich appear to me to be particularly avcII merited, and 
likely to do much good, also for AA-ithdriiAving the offer of 
rcAvard for the apprehension of Lallia Naik and some ISelial 
Bheels as recommended in para. 12. 

“ The conclusion of this serA'ice Avithout expense or risk of any 
kind, Avould, if it Avere requisite, at this period, prove the 
necessity of a personal superintendence by a European Officer 
being exercised over these tribes, and I am convinced that 
it is entirely OAving to the Bliecl Agent’s very accurate knoAA'- 
ledge of the country and the cluiracter of the clans Avith 
Avhom he has had to deal throughout that the north and 
eastern frontiers are not uoav suffering from a general and 
organized gang.” 

“ The command of the Bheel corps being attached to Lieutenant 
Outrani’s situation of the Bheel Agent for the north-eastern 
frontier districts, gives him great Aveight personally AA'ith all 
the Bheel clans, from all of aaIucIi he has taken special care 
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to onlist members Into l.lils corps, so that In’s influence wltli 
the chiefs tlirougliout C'andeish is cl.aily increasing, and a 
Bheel offending, l)elng a native of Candeish is, I may say (if 
he remains in the province) certain of being seized.” 

The year 1832 was not marked by any important rising. There 
is much correspondence during the year concerning an unfortunate 
quarrel between some of the Bhil Corps at Dlmlia and some men of 
the 18th Regiment. The quarrel was made to appear more serious 
by the subsequent panic which took place in the bazar. Apparently 
the soldiers carried their disputes into the market^ and the merchants 
seeing them fighting closed tlicir shops. Everyone fled in fright, 
but it appears that little damage was done. ^Matters, however, looked 
so serious that Outram was .advised of the occurrence. He rode in 
at once tlic whole -tO miles from Dharnngaon, held a summary enquiry 
.and punished such of his men .as were at fault on the spot; 
moreover, he drew up his detachment in the presence of the Regulars 
and their officers, and gave them a se%'crc lecture on tlicir proper 
behaviour. This done, lie returned to Dharangaon. The Dhulia 
officers, liowever, were not content. They licld a protracted enquiry, 
which produced much hard swearing, magnified an insignificant 
squabble beyond its merits, and unjustifiably held up the Bhil Corps 
to reproach. Outram then defended his men as .a tigress might her 
cubs, for he never countenanced injustice or unfairness. As a 
m.-itter of faci, there was little or no result, the affair being treated 
at headquarters, very justly, as a mere trifle. 

In tlie spring of 1833 a serious outbreak began in the Satpuras 
bordering on the Baclvani Stfitc. Outram describes tlie state of 
.affairs in a demi-official letter .as follows : — 

My Deak Boyd, 

We find the whole of this Talooka in tlie greatest alarm in 
consequence of the escapes of these Burwany gangs, whose 
example has been followed by some of the Hill Bhcels, 
belonging to us, two gang’s of whom arc out. I have sent, 
to get information concerning the latter, whom I must endeav- 
our, immediately, to disperse, otherwise numbers of the Bheels 
of the plains will rise. No additional excesses have heen 
perpetrated since I wrote two days ago, but the country is in 
such alarm that the villages will ail be deserted if I do not 
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pffoet. something figainsh tlie pliinrlorors before I leave. They 
have I)een kept together inei-ely in this expectation. Tf, there- 
fore, yon eaiinot sanction the assembly of the neccssarj^ 
detachment so late in the season lo enal)Ic me to proceed 
against the Burwany Bheels I will content myself with 
making a tour against the gangs TvliJch are in the hills in this 
immediate neighbourhood, for which purpose I shall assemble 
the Shadah detachment of the Bheel C^orps (24! men) and 20 
horsemen. 

My plan is to join Goorkie Naique of Torun Mahal and 
Dewajie Naique of Chickly who will muster 150 Bheels in the 
hills, where I will meet them in secret and go with thqjn to cut 
off the gang from Hutnia’s haunts, whilst on the same night 
the detachment of the Bheel Corps and Horse will march into 
the hills against them. They (the enemj') will gladly entiee 
our detachment as far as they can (expecting to deal with them 
as they did with Watkin.s,) till they find themselves suddenlj' 
attacked from the rear b 3 ' my party of allies, when I hope we 
shall do them some damage, and at all events this will have 
the effect of dispersing them and preventing the Plain Bheels 
from rising. Your plan of offering a reward for Hutnia 
ought, at any rate, I think, to he immediately earried into 
effect. Also for Patnia his brother (Burwan^y Naiques) this 
should be of a large amount; .also for Selia and Kssnia 
Naiqucn who are at the head of gangs of our Bheels (bj' our 
Bheels I mean those of the portion of the Satpoorahs belong- 
ing to Candcish). Essiiia is a notoriously'^ turbulent character 
who has taken advantage of every opportunity Lo raise the 
Bheels during the last 15 years, he was Subanniah’s Carbarry 
at the time of the fight. There is another principal Naique 
of Burwany, whose name I forget, but the persons to be 
immediately proscribed, rewards for whom of a.s large an 
amount as you possibly can propose to Government to be 
immediately proclaimed, are Hutnia and Essnia, perhaps rather 
more for the former than for the latter ; the late murders 
can be proved agaimst both. 

My carkoon has not come up yet, so I can’t give you the names 
of their places, but if you W'ould send me the proclamations 
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I can fill them up ; it would be a great point to do it at once. 
Can you not anticipate the sanction of Government!!, They w'ill 
soon be betrayed and their seizure effected, that of the others 
who are most to blame will soon follow, whilst all will dis- 
perse and Government will be saved the expense of rather 
extensive military operations, which otherwise wdll be abso- 
lutely indispensable after the Rains. Should you send the 
detachments I wrote for I may probably effect a good deal 
before the Rains, but this of course is uncertain and I fear 
the enemy w'ill ilj' across the Nei’buddah. At any rate I 
should do more than I can with only 24 Bheels. 

I have received good information that Hutnia had an interview 
with the Burwany Rajah a few days ago and the understand- 
ing between them is too fully shown by other circumstances 
which I shall afterwards bring to notice. So I think his 
rights in Candeish should be discontinued for the present. I 
suspect that matters w’ill come out which oblige us to proceed 
against the Rajah himself. 

If I do not succeed in surprizing Essnia’s gang (which is the 
one I intend proceeding against) I propose arresting two or 
three naiques of the plains who are in close communication 
with him and wlio arc only aw'aiting our departure to rise, 
and I shall take what other steps I can to secure tranquillity 
till after the Rains, but I must draw the Sindwah detachment 
here where a whole pergannah suffers whilst there only tra- 
vellers do, for I cannot guard both, and this is a healthier 
station than Sindwah for them. 

I suspect I shall be detained here a long time. May I hold out 
the prospect of rew'ards for Hutnia and Essnia ? 

Yours very truly, 

( Signed) J. OIJTRAM. 

mil April 1833. 

He duly proceeded against the enemy, ami again reports thus, 

Sir, 

I have the satisfaction to report tlmt one of the principal objects 
. of my expedition has already been effected by the capture of 
Easnia Naique, who was betrayed into our hands by one of 

16 
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his gang on the sole condition of -his (the betrayer’s) own 
pardon. 

This Essnia was tlic kc3- to Candcish and of the Burwance Bhcels 
and his seizure will doubtless cause the dispersion of his 
gang which was composed of some determined characters who 
must fall into my hands when i-equired, and the tranquillity 
of our north-western districts is thus in a great measure 
secured even should my operations against the Burwanee 
gangs be less successful than I expect. 

I did not find it necessary to offer ^thc reward of 500 Rupees 
which 3'ou had authorized for the capture of this Naique, 
but I would recommend a gratuity of 50 Rupees to tuxumun 
Naique of Urty through whom it has been effected. 

I have this morning been joined b3' a detachment of 50 men of 
the 18th Regiment N. I. under Lieutenant Partridge and 25 
Auxiliary Horse. To-mon-ow I propose proceeding to a 
spot called Moongwarra, where I liave appointed a rendezvous 
with the Burwance Rajah, to escort whom I have directed a 
detachment of 50 men of the Bheel Corps and 30 Horsemen 
to proceed from Sindwah to Burwance. 

Tlie Malligauin Detachment under Ensign Renny, Regiment 
N. I., lias been directed to join nimeuir ^Moongwarra I'in 
Sooltonpoor. 

Shortly afterwards, the capture of the rebel leader Ilatnya 
Naik, is reported to the O. C. Malegaon. 

To 

THE MAJOR OF BRIGADE, 

Mai.t.egaon. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to report for the information of Colonel Kin- 
nersley, commanding in Kliandesh, that Hutnia Naique was 
captured by 103' detachment 3esterday. 

The detachment having marclied 24 miles during the night we 
came upon his huttec at daybreak but found it deserted and 
the signals he had among the surrounding hills shewed that 
the enemy were on the alert. Hutnia being observed ascend- 
ing a hill with two or three followers the Horse under Lieut- 
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enant Hart charged up, and intercepting his retreat to his 
gang eventually captured him. 

Lieutenant Partridge, Ensign Morris, and Ensign Kenny ascend- 
ed the lulls witli their detachments pursuing parties of the 
enemy who had dispersed after the loss of their chief. A small 
body of them stood a few minutes and fired many arrows but 
took to flight on seeing the Horse ascending to turn them. 
Two or three are supposed to have been wounded, one horse 
on our side was wounded slightl 3 % 

Lieutenant Partridge succeeded in recovering 170 head of tlic 
cattle which Hutnia had driven from Candeish. 

1 purpose continuing the pursuit of this gang should it reunite 
and afterwards proceeding against that of a chief called 
Dowlca, who is plundering in tlie ncighboui’hood of Sindwah. 

Outram proceeded as far as the Narbada with his troops. Ho 
overawed the Uaja of Badvani into semblance of loyalty, dispersed 
the various gangs, and finally I’eturned to Sindva Fort. Thence he 
sent a demi-ofiicial letter to the Collector, which is too cliaracteristic 
to be omitted. 


Smdxmh, &5th May 1833, 

My Dear Boyu, 

In making uiTangcracnts for the better security of this road, 1 
thought it advisable to require the garrison of Siudwali to 
relieve the posts on the road which arc connected with it, and 
. which most unaccountably has not been done hitherto (the 
consequence of which is that 35 scbuiidies have sat in tlie fort 
doing nothing but defending the gate and four empty walls, 
whilst 30 others have had to occupy two exposed posts — work- 
ed off their legs and jmt to great expense for ammuiiitioii 
and two of them killed, etc., etc.,) This measure would render 
the whole more efficient, divide the duty, and frequent changing 
would render them less subject to sickness. Having given tlie 
ordci’ I was surprised to find that the Sindwah peons refused to 
go ! So I had them up this morning (and as it was necessary 
to make an immediate example, I took upon myself to tell them 
that all who refused would be immediately discharged. They 
then came round and have condescended to obey orders but as 
-they ought not so to do with impunity, 1 have selected the 
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Naique Gour/nd Khm &nA Annoor Khan, a sepoy (who was the 
most forward in the mutiny) who, I have informed them, are 
discharged from this day, and I have directed their being 
turned out of the Fort, which I hope you will confirm, as 
also the promotion of a sepoy, named Samboo (who behaved 
well on this and other occasions) to Naique. 

I suspect we shall be obliged to suspend the Killadar, who is an 
bid drunkard and whom I got Giberiic to appoint. 

The whole of the men on tlie Tannah here complain much of the 
hardship of not being relieved and arc most willing to sacri- 
fice the extra rupee to get to Candcish. Could you not re- 
lieve them annually from the Mahals ! The extra* rupee 
would be batta to those wdio came on this duty. 

There are at present upwards of (60) sixty men so employed, 
35 would be quite enough in future, 15 at the Fort and 10 at 
each of the Tannah s. 

Very truly yoqji, 

(Signed) J. OUTRAM. 

P.S. — I have just got Government’s letter about the 50 Rs. 
“ reward Of coarse “ Luxuman of Urty ” is not the betrayer 
but one of our most zealous allies — the betrayer {Chulia) got 
little better tlian kicks and was told that though he got 
cowl for himself, his brothei's were still proscribed and would 
• only obtain pardon on performing certain services, which 
as they have failed to do tliey have not earned. 

(Signed) J. O. 

Outran! now signs himself Captain for the first time. Slowness 
of communication seems to have made the knowledge of actual dates 
of promotion in military rank very vague in those days. Long be- 
fore this Outran! had often been officially referred to as Captain, yet 
in the Government replies to his despatches above quoted hei is again 
styled Lieutenant. 

In 1834 there seems to have been little activity among the Bhils. 
A gang collected in the north-cast Satpuras and looted a few villages, 
but was apparently dispersed without difficulty. 

During 1835 it was decided to replace the detachments of Regu- 
lars at Dahivel and Kukarumunda in the west of the province, by men 
from the Bhil Corps. For this purpose, as the corps had already 
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440 men out of 600 on outpost dutj', it became neceesary to increase 
the total strength. This was done, and the coi’ps was ordered to be 
divided into 9 Companies, each of tlic total strength of about 95 
Officers, N. C. O.’s and men. Outram represented tliat another Euro- 
pean Officer was absolutely necessary to supervise so large a body of 
men scattered over so extensive a district. Accordingly Lieutenant 
Graham was appointed 2nd in command, with magisterial powers, 
and Lieutenant Morris was appointed Adjutant. In this condition 
Outram left the corps, for late in the same year he W'as promoted to 
be Political Agent in Gujarath. Lieutenant Graham succeeded to the 
command, and Lieutenant Brown, of Outram’s old regiment, was ap- 
pointed 2nd in command. 

The first Commandant had not, however, quite done witlr the 
corps. On his arrival in Gujaratli he speedily asked for the loan of 
a party of 50 men from its ranks, to assist in operations in the field, 
and to show by its presence and good behaviour tlie possibility of 
raising a similar coi-ps in Gujarath. It is gratifying to note that 
the meu did not falsify his trust in them. When returning them to 
Dharangaon he thus writes in praise of tlieir services. 

To 

Captain GRAHAM, 

Commanding Bhnel Cobps. 

Sia, 

I have thchoiiourto notifyto you tiiat the detachment of theBhcel 
Corps now with me will march to-mon’ow on its return to Candeish 
under tlie charge of Lieutenant Christie of the 21st Kegiment N. I. 

I cannot allow tlie detachment to leave without expressing the 
warmest approbation of its conduct during the time it has been em- 
ployed in the Mhyeekaunta, which in every respect, whether as regards 
orderly bcliaviour in camp or activity and zeal in tlie field, has been 
such as to entitle it to the favourable notice of Government, with 
which I trust the detachment will be publicly honoured. 

Enclosed is an acquittance coll of tlie detachment for March, and 
I have delivered the abstracts for April to Lieutenant Christie, who 
will procure this pay at Baroda, also the copy, of a letter from Gov- 
ernment dated 7th April 1836. 

I have the honour to be 
Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed), J. OUTRAM, 

P. Agent. 



CHAPTER VIII. 


OUTRAM’S WORK IN KHANDESH AND ITS EFFECTS. 

S TRANGELY enough, just before Outrain left Kliandesli, a 
demaud caiiic from the Court of Directors for a report oir the 
Bhil Corps, its organization, its constitution, and its effect on 
the country. This is. Outram’s report : — 

To 

W. S. BOYD, Esa., 

Collector axu Magistrate. 

Sir, 

I have the honour, briefly, to sketch the origin, purpose, and 
formation of the Bhecl Corps as requested in your letter 
dated 3rd instant. 

a Candeish when taken possession of by our Government in 
1818, and for many years previously, was a prey to the 
devastating aggressions of its Bhecl inhabitants (calculated 
at one 8th of the whole population) as well as to the inroads 
of the Bhecl clans occupying the wild jungles and fastnesses 
bounding the province. 

3 To subjugate this race every effort of cocreion and conci- 
liation was made, large bodies of our troops were constantly 
out against them,, to no purpose, and the endeavours of our 
Political Agents to bind them to peace by liberally pension- 
ing their chiefs and providing foi- the support of tlieir 
followers by a tax on the rest of the population were 
equally unavailing. At the close of the year IflSl! the 
Bheels continued as far from subdued and as destructive as 
at the time of our taking possession of the country. 

I Mr. Elphinstone, the then Governor of Bombay, finding all 
exertions to the above end jrerfectly fruitless, insisted on 
ah attempt to bring to the aid of Government a portion 
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of the Bheel tribes towards subjugating the rest, by em- 
bodying a corps from among themselves. This measure 
he liad frequently previously proposed but had hitherto 
been overruled by the opinion of the local authorities that 
it was utterly impraeticable. 

In April 182.'5 the undertaking was commenced but the 
obstflclcs to be overcome were great, and the Bheel Corps 
was not completed till the end of 1827. When it was 
reported, by the Brigadier deputed to inspect it, in a highly 
efficient state of discipline,! and its comm.anding officer having 
pledged himself to the fidolitj' of this corps, it was imme- 
.diatcly entrusted with many posts hitherto occupied by the 
regular troops, and soon gave every proof of its efficiency 
and good faith by attacking the insurgent Bheels in every 
quarter, and never failing in immediately subduing and 
bringing to justice all who opposed the laws. The Bheel 
population of the province has over since been kept in 
perfect subjection and is gradually assimilating,, from want 
of opportxinity to pursue their former lawless lives, to the 
peaceable peasantry of the country. The -wild jungles and 
mountainous tracts surrounding Candcish ndiich had hitherto 
l)een inaccessible to regular troops have been penetrated 
by the Bheel Corps, and every class, without exception, which 
used to prey on our borders with impunity, has been subdued 
and kept under by this corps. 

The Regular Army has long bceji relieved by the Bheel 
corps from the numerous detachments required for preserving 
the peace of this province and protecting it from foreign 
aggression, with the exception of two strong posts on its 
western frontier, which arc maintained to overawe foreign 
enemies. These also are now to be relieved by this corps. 
The Bheel Corps is raised cntii'cly from among the Bheel 
clans of this province and the jungly tracts .surrounding 
Candelsh, n ith the exception of a draft from the Line of 50 
high-castc men, (of all ranks, who are permanently attached 
to the corps with the pay and privileges of the Line). The 
Bheels arc enlisted to .serve during pleasure, and are not 
subject to martial law, all offences being punished by the 
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commanding officer in hin magisterial capacity. The rate 
of their pay i« to a Private .5, Naiquc 6, and Havildar 8 
rapees per mensem, with one rupee batta to each of the 
above rank when detached. The BhecI Native Officers arc 
Jemadars at 15 rupees and Subidars at 30 per mensem 
with batta in proportion ; no stoppages are made from 
them and clothing is supplied by Government. 

8 The Bheel Corps has been disciplined as Light Infantry, its 

duties are preserving the peace of the province by detached 
posts at all the wilder or more exposed parts, furnishing- 
escorts to treasure, prisoners, etc., guarding several of tlic 
district treasuries, .and acting in every way as police. Tlic 
portion of the corps detached on these duties averages 
upwards of three-fourths. 

9 As a first experiment the corps was limited to 400 rank and 

file ; when found worthy of being entrusted with more import- 
ant duties than was at first contemplated, it was increased to 
600, and tlie order has just been received to extend it to 790 
rank and file of Bheels exclusive of the detachment of Regu- 
lars. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

J. OUTBAM,Capt. 
Comdg. Bheel Corps, 

Jhimmgaum, dth June 1835. 

It is almost sacrilegious to criticise Outram. Were it not so the 
report might be styled bald. The reason of its baldness is that tlie 
writer, had he ventured to embellish it, or to supply graphic details, 
could not but have filled it with praise of himself. It is difficult al. 
this distance of time to realize the enormous difference in the govern- 
ment of the Bombay Presidency which was effected by this veteran 
of 28 years of age. When he began work, the province and its 
surroundings were a hopeless chao.s. It was a matter of doubt 
whether its administration would ever pay. Its people were paup- 
erized or had vanished, its villages were jungles, and its towns were 
refuges for the terrified remnant. True, the Bheels were never likely 
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to advance Ironi the conquest of KliandesJi to wider fieJds, to create 
a Iresli ^laratlni civnasty, or re-establish the Pcshva. Tliis is per- 
fectly evident now, but in 1823 they were rightly considered a real 
source of danger. The experiment on which Mountstuart Elphiu- 
stonc insisted was considered by ‘those who knew foredoomed to 
failure. That it was a brilliant success, tliat the province began to 
flourish, and is now the best asset of the Bombay Government, that 
the whole presidency followed its example in reducing wild tribes to 
order, and that a system of local corps was founded, some of which 
are doing good work to this day, is due under God to Outram. 

In 1833 a Connnissioncr was sent round by the Sadar Fauzdari 
Adala't^(now the High Court) to x-eport on the state of the countrj'. 


*N.B. — The notes 
arc in Outram’s 
writing. 


Of the part of his i-eport bearing on Khaiidesh and 
its surroundings Outram procured a copy, now in 
his family records. That copy with Outram’s* notes. 


made in 1835, is here reproduced. 


{^Extract from. Magisterial Report on Candeish District, &8th 
January 1834.) 


80 In consequence of my visit to this province it has been 
an object of anxiety with me to obtain some view of the 
state of the police witliin its limits. In so extensive a tract 
of country (taking its length, about 170 miles, and its 
breadth, above 100) surrounded nearly by mountains and 
jungle, the Bheel population of which have from time im- 
menioi'ial been lawless plunderers, it is perliaps surprising 
that the Kalendars do not exhibit more off ences of highway 
iiiid gang robbery and other heinous crimes. 
iSl- To aid the Magistrate In his political duties there exists 
tlic Bheel Corps, with two European Officers, and a number 
of armed horse. These have under their charge the whole 
Sathpoora Range, the borders of the Dang Country, lying 
westward, and are besides in minute details all over tlie 
province. A Bheel Agent on the skirts of the Adjuntah 
Range- to the southward looks after that quarter, wliich, 
now, where so much success has attended the attempt to 
'^draw its Bheel population to agricultural pursuits, is an 
.object of less anxiety ; but it will still require constant 
care and supervision until the older portion of the inhabi- 
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tants shall have disappeared, and their children, who know 
no otlicr pursuits but those of agriculture, will possess no 
previous deep-rooted predatory habits, into whicli -they 
might be in constant danger of relapsing. 

83 It is observable that in the border tracts where predatory 
crimes arc committed, or from which the perpetrators made 
their incursions to commit them, they arc chiefly planned 
and executed by people from beyond our limits, and gene- 
rally owing allegiance, nominal or real, to other authorities. 
83 From the country called the Dhang, in consequence of 
Captain Outram’s former spirited and successful pursuit 
of the plunderers of that jungly, deadly, and nearly impene- 
trable tract, it does not appear that any incursions arc 
now made into Candeish. His late arduous and equally 
successful pursuit of the Bheel plunderers from the north- 
west, and capture of one leader of notoriety in particular 
will, I hope, be attended with equally happy results. But 
it appears there is much that requires to be done to secure 
ourselves from Bheel robbers from that quarter and from 
the Sathpoora Range generally. 

S-li The lawless habits of the population of nearly the whole 
of Rajpcepki are too well known on the borders of Gujarat 
by the robbers which it sends forth. There is no question, I 
am Informed, that its inhabitants plunder alike in that 
province and in (Khiindesh) Candeish, and if driven from the 
latter by the constant and active exertions made there to 
repress them, the robberies in the Surat and Broach districts 
may be likely to increase instead of diminishing, In spite 
. of our exertions in that zillah, where, there being no des- 
cription of force resembling that most efficient body of 
men — the Bheel Corps — nor of Auxiliary Horse — ^to the 
speed and well directed exertion of which some of the late 
important captures arc mainh' attributable, the borders 
must consequently become an easy prey to the depredators. 
,85 The state of things in that direction is certainly exceed- 
ingly to be lamented, and exhibited much of suffering where 
an efficient and powerful administration of Government 
, . , exists in all other respects ; although bj' a native Govern- 
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ment it might be little regarded and be considered an evil from 
which there was no remedy. This, however, has been dwelt 
upon by the Suddur Fouzdarre Adawlut in one of its late 
General Annual Reports, and is without doubt under the 
mature consideration of the Right Hon’blc the Governor 
in Council. 

86 It appears to me, after consulting the magisterial officers 

in this quarter and adverting to the late reports from the 
Magistrate of the Zillah. of Surat, that unless some measure 
be taken to organize a Bhecl Corps in Gujerat like that 
which has been so eminently successful in Candeish, aided 
^ by a portion of Armed Horse to guard our country there 
and keep in awe the extensive tract, Rajpeeplo — and perhaps 
the lower parts of the Dhang — things must continue without 
much improvement. 

87 The raising and employing regular troops, except in ex- 

traordinary cases, for such duties, has long been objected 
to both from the frittering away of their discipline when 
broken up into details, and from the fatal effect of the 
climate on them; objections which do not equally apply 
to the Bheel Corps and which is therefore a means at once 
less expensive and more efficient for the purpose, nor is 
there any risk for their fidelity, which has often been exem- 
plified, in cases of the most trying nature, 'i'hey, indeed, 
have led to execution their own relations and friends, a 
remarkable trait in the character of this people who in 
their state of barbarism exhibit many valuable qualities, 
and this, joined to a consideration of such having been their 
habits from time immemorial — that they have perhaps been 
driven originally from the plains by foreign invaders to 
their present haunts — may induce a leniency in our conduct 
towards them, and in the punishment of their crimes, where 
no wanton cruelty or sacrifice of life may attend their acts 
of plunder. 

88 Were our means to prove insufficient for the protection 

of our territory, it would appear to me to be preferable, 
as a matter of policy and expediency, to compromise with 
these people for fancied claims or concessions which may 
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liave grown into rights thro’ the wc.Tkness of prcviou.s 
Governments ; and, where such do exist, and arc causes of 
restlessness and of robberj, to concede something in the 
shape of a subsistence to their leading men, it being remem- 
bered that often absolute want may drive them to the 
commission of acts of rapine ; and tliat any arrangement 
wliich may lead to an altci’ation from the present to more 
peaceable habits may be attended with tlic best results. 


89 A case assimilating to this, has, I am informed, been lately 
brought to the notice of the Magistrate by Captain Outram, 
and by the Magistrate to Government, from which it appears 
that altho’ there is a strong party of the Collector’s armed 
establishment in the Sindiva Pass, it is quite insufficient for 
its protection, important as it is as the high travelling road 
into Malwa and for the purposes of commerce, travellers 
and traders seeking other routes, less easy, more circuitous, 
but more safe. 


90 The mode which Captain Outram suggests is by placing 
The ex-periment protection in the hands of a Bheel bhowbund 


wus tried and has 
perfectly succeed- 
ed. 60 of the Col- 
lector’s establish- 
ment of armed 
jieons were dis- 
charged and the 
same numljer of 
Hlieels entertain- 
ed in tl'.eir place, 
who have since 
preserved the 
whole line of road 
from Kerroon to 
Sindwa from the 
commission of a 
.single robbery, 
during the year 
it has lieen tried/ 

1st .Tuly 1830. j* 

.T O 

It li/s been 


who have hereditarily held the office of protecting 
that road — to cover the expense of which without 
reducing the Collector’s establishment (which is 
much needed in other parts) a small tax might be 
raised on teu'cllers and traders which there cannot 
be the smallest doubt they would readily and 
cheerfully pay for the protection thus afforded, 
since the expense they must incur in hiring private 
matchlock men, etc., for their security is often very 
c9J>sideFable. 


J. O. 

91 


an object with me to ascertain hoAv far in 
thi.s, j rovince the Collector’s regular establishment are aided 
in jt ascs of outrage by the village and district police. I 
iinhhappy to understand that no reluctance and backward- 
nes&is exhibited in that re.spcct and that the hereditary police, 
who njc chiefly composed of the Bheel part of the popula- 

\ 
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tion (estimated to be about Jth of tbc whole of the inhabi- 
tants of Candeisb, wliicb ma}- perhaps be taken only at 
half a million in the wretched and Ihinly peopled state it 
has been in for a long time back) arc active and ready to 
afford assistance and to arm for the public defence. 


93 Since writing the above I have been furnished by Captain 


This has since 
been carried into 
elVecl. Hoi k a r 
mid other chief- 
tains contribute 
to tlie support of 
a Sheet Corps in 
Malwa, and the 
Rajlpoot States 
do so towards the 
support of a 
Bhecl Corps in 
Mewnr, both of 
which were raised 
in consequence of 
m y suggestion 
anil the success 
of the Candeish 
Bheel Corps, and 
both are working 
well, besides 
which a Kliolee 
Corps wasr raised 
under my auspi- 
ces in Gujerat, 
which lias proved 
of great advan- 
tage. I have writ- 
ten for memo- 
randa of these 
corps. 


Outram with n fe%v valuable remarks, in which after 
adverting to the circumstances attending the for- 
mation of tlie Bheel Corps and the variety of 
important duties it has to perform. Captain Out- 
ram observes, that “ although incursions are now 
greatly checked in Candeish, yet from the w’eak- 
ness of the surrounding independent authorities 
they will probably take place in less protected 
quarters, and Broach and Surat, as well as the 
territories of our allies, will continue to suffer. 
But the surprising progress which has been made 
in Candeish, totrards a reformation of the Bheels, 
might be extended to the whole race, were neigh- 
bouring States obliged to assist in the object. If ” 
(Captain Outram remarks) “ instead of the foreign ' 
mercenaries which are supported by them, each 
State would contribute some portion of the sums 
now required to maintiiin these foreign mercenaries 
towards embodying a few of their unruly Bheel 


subjects in a corps, ccntrically situated for their mutual 
protection, under European Officers selected for the duty, 
the quiet of their territories would soon be secured and the 
remainder of their Bheel subjects turned to peaceable habits, 
to their own advantage, at little or no additional expense. 


which they have no right to grudge, being for their own and 
the general good. This we surely have a right to require, 
being at present put to the trouble and expense of keeping 
down not only our own Bhccls but theirs also. 


93 “A small corps of Rnniosces and Bliecls situated at Bnnsda 
or Beara, or in the neighbourhood, would effectually cheek 


the wild clans of tlic Dliang which still plunder in fhe Surat 


districts (though they no longer venture into Candeish 
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having felt our power — obtainetl ;Hirong]i a similar corps- 
whicli I liave noticed in proof of ('nndeish having formerly 
been annually plundered by them) would protect the whole 
country from Damaun to the Nerbudda. 

O'tjfInsLcad of the Detachment of Regulars stationed at Raj- 
peepla I would recommend a Bheel and Cooly Corps, chiefly 
at the expense of the Guicowar, for the protection of his 
districts in that neighbourhood and, consequently, of the 
Broach Purgunnah. The influence of this corps would extend 
to the Holkar’s districts in Xcmanr, which country is and 
ever has been a prey to the feuds of various petty chiefs, 
as well as to the raids of the Bheels, to repress' which the 
ofllcer commanding this corps might have some political 


power. 


9a*“This eastern part of Nemaiir (comprising Holkar’s dis- 


Note . — a. d. 
1885. — There is 
at present a dis- 
trict sehundy un- 
der that officer 
called a Bheel 
Corps but they 
arc employed at 
Iheir villages. The 
disciplined corps 
should he in addi- 
tion, but would 
embody some of 
the members of 
these families and 
secure their fide- 
lity as in Caii- 
deish. 


tricts, the Berwanny territory, and the British 
posscssion.s i’ound Mundlasir) would be controlled 
effectually, the peace of the whole of Nemaur 
secured, and of the Satpoora Mountains (our 
northern frontier) by a small corps under the 
Political Agent (Captain Sandj's) who agrees 
with me in this opinion and in the conviction of 
tlie general benefit that would attend the measure. 


96 The Nizam ought to re-establish the situation of Bheel 
Agent, to preserve a similar control over the Bheels of the 
soutliern side of the Siithmalla Range to what is maintained 
by our Agent on the southern frontier of Candeish. 

97" Should those measures be pursued (Captain Outram con- 
cludes) ^thc Bheel reform would extend over the whole 
race; our Bheel subjects would be preserved from the 


continued bad example of those beyond our frontier, which 


must greatly check the total eradication of their lawless 
spirit which we arc endeavouring to effect ; the neighbour- 
ing countries would be preserved from the plunderings and 


murders to which they are now a prej' in consequence of 
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the unrepresswi Jicciise of the Blicels ; and it would tend 
also greatly to prevent crimes of otlier classes ; the measure 
would be one of humanity to all classes of our subjects and 
allies, tending to strengthen the laws and diminish crime 
witli tlie reasonable prospect of ultimately perfecting the 
reform of so larger portion of mankind, who have for 
ages defied the laws and been the scourge of their feUow- 
creatures.” 

Nothing remains to be added as to the political value of Outram’s 
work. In it there was only one mistake, and that mistake was not 
found out till 1857. A copy of Colonel Robertson’s Report of 
1825 on the Bhils also exists among the family papers. Amid a 
mass of detailed information as to the Bhil chiefs of various localities 
is found a history of Gumanya Naik, hereditary warden of the 
Sindva Pass. This chieftain early professed obedience to the 
Company. Subsequently, however, his conduct was found more than 
doubtful. He plundered rather than protected ti’avellers, and was 
finally convicted and banished for life. On the mai’gin of the report 
is the following note in Outranks autograph: — “ I reintrusted the son 
of Gomany (named Kajy Sing) with the charge of the Sindwah 
Pass and road in 1833 in conjunction with the rawul of Kei’roon.' — 
J. O.” How this man betrayed the trust Z-i years later will be 
recorded. Meanwhile the solitary mistake is not recorded in order 
to lessen the value of the general work. 

The value of Outram’s efforts cannot be disputed. It remains 
to be seen what were his methods. Briefly, they w’cre these. He 
was a friend of his men. He lived with them, shared their hardships^ 
defended them against attacks and accusations, sympathized with 
their joys and sorrows, and gained their entire confidence. He 
began by soaking them with brandy because they liked it, but he 
won them over to temperate and orderly habits. It is a saying 
amongst Bhils that a Bhil will do 40 miles at a run'to steal a rupee. 
Outram would run 50 miles to stop the rupee being stolen. He 
defeated them iii endurance, in woodcraft, and in bravery before 
wild animals. Nothing appealed to the childi'eu of the jungle 
like his love of sport, and it will be well to finish this prosaic 
record of deeds done and peace restored, with some anecdotes, of his 
spOxt. 
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It may here be stated that during his 10 years in Khandesh he 
himself states that he killed 255 tigers, 18 panthers, 42 bears, and 
19 bisoiis. 

Captain Stanley Scott gives the following description of a tiger 
hunt.: — 

In the jungle of Saigaum near tlic Untoor Fort there is a 
densely wooded ravine named the Main Burda. It was 
reported to Outram that a tiger was in it. He proceeded 
thither with his rifle on foot. When near the spot indicated 
it suddenly occurred to him that by commanding the narrow 
end of the ravine and placing the beatci’s at the other, the 
tiger must make his exit through the gorge and he would get 
the opportunity of a close shot, but to find on the bank a 
place from which to fire was impossible as the jungle grew 
close up to the sides and the bottom of the ravine was not 
visible from the top. Outram’s mind was not one to be 
baffled by tigers. He and some followers having climbed a 
tree a branch of which overhung the ravine, other Bhecls 
tied their pagris and waistbands together, others passed a band 
round their Commandant’s chest and under his arms and let 
him down dangling in the air, his foot just resting on a 
creeper. He could now sec clearly all that was taking place 
beneath. The tiger, driven down by the shouts of the beaters, 
came within easy range of his rifle, and from his w'onderful 
position, he got the desired shot and killed the animal dead. 
Instantly drawn up into the tree again he turned round 
laughingly to the Bheels and said, “You have suspended me 
like a thief from a tree, but I killed the tiger.” 

Again, the same writer tells a story which will cause sportsmen 
of the present day to think: — 

■ In 1833 in the month of Api'il when encamped at Seerpoor, the 
villagers gave Outram information of a tiger that had been 
marked down in the thorny jungle to the north of the village. 
This tiger was down in the plain, no hill or ravine near, 
Outram started on foot, spear in hand, a follower carrying a 
rifle and some six others bows and arrows. Tlie tiger brok< 
ground on their approach and Outram followed him up on 
foot for 3 miles and eventually speared him to death. This 
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act, it is affirmed, has never l)cen equalled before or since in 
Khandesh. 

Outram did not fail also to stick a tiger like a pig from horse- 
back. Captain Stanley Scott writes of this as follows : — 

“In the year 1835 the high road leading from Khandesh to Surat 
was stopped for one month by a “ man cater,” a tigress who 
had taken up her quarters in a deserted village, which had 
become entirely overgrown. This village was close to 
Veesurwarry in the Nowapur petta. The number of people 
who had fallen by the cruel talons of this tigress, was 
estimated jiL 70- News of this savage beast was given to 
putrain, when encamped at Pimpalncr, some 34 miles away. 
He moved camp at once to Veesurwarry and sent out his 
hunters to mark down the tigress. This they were not long 
in doing as she was and had been only too easily found by 
all the unhappy people who had passed that way. Outram 
with 7 or 8 followci’s pi’occeded to the spot. As soon as they 
came within a hundred yards of her she showed herself, roaring 
fearfully. Outram raised lus rifle, fired and Avouiulod her. 
She turned (man-eaters ax-e proverbiaHy coxvardly) and fled 
in a southernly direction where the counti-y had a more open 
appeai'ance. Outram, seizing his spear and mounting liis 
horse followed fier for a mile or more. When suffering from 
her wound he gained on her and with one snccessful sti-oke 
thrust her through and through. This tigress had lost her 
beautiful fury softness and was mangey and bare, solely 
attributable to her horrible partiality for human flesh.” 

Another writer vouches for the following touching tale, which 
shows how Outram was not only chief huntsman of his corps, but 
also father of his men. 

“ Khundoo, the naik or commander of this band of trackers was 
the very ‘beau Ideal’ of a Bheel. Though a little fellow he was 
a gi’cat man with his master, and it was one of the saddest 
days in Outram's chequered life, xvhen this faithful follower 
met his death. A man-eating tiger had killed a native, and 
Khundoo with a few men was hard upon his track. Just 
previous to this, Khundoo had disappointed his master of a 
tiger and he laid it so much to heai-t that he secretlj' resolved 

48 
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never again to send in word unless he had actually seen the 
beast himself. Following on this resolution in the present 
instance with nothing in Ins linnd but a slight spear, 
Kliundoo approached the bushes where he believed the tiger 
to be concealed. In a moment the beast sprang out, 
Klmndoo’s spear glanced off his thick head, and in tlie next 
instant the tiger’s fangs had met in the upper part of the 
little fellow’s chest. The tiger slunk back to cover, where 
he was surrounded by a portion of the Bhccis, the others 
took up their dying chief and carried him to Outram’s tent 
and laid liim at his master’s feet. Outrnm’s first impulse 
was to destroy the savage beast, and vowing he would geither 
eat nor drink till the tiger had bit the dust he seized his 
rifle and rushed off. A well-directed shot laid the man- 
eater low, and when Outram galloped back, he found poor 
Khundoo’s life was ebbing fast. It was a touching spectacle 
as the brave Outram bent over the dying chief, to catch his 
last farewell. Khundoo took the hand of his little son ruid 
placing it in Outram’s bid him supply a father’s place to hi^. 

There is an amusing sequel to this tale. The widow of Khandu 
received a pension from Government, which, when she remarried, was 
transferi’ed to her small son. He managed to hold on to it until 
1855, when the matter was reported. Outram’s personal generosity^ 
is noteworthy, for the Patilship of a village is no small gift. 

SiB, 

As requested in your endorsement of the 11th instant on the 
Maratha Correspondence regarding the Pension of Rupees 
(4) four drawn monthly from the Erundole Treasury on 
account of a sepoy of the Rheel Corps Dhondoo Wullud 
Khundoo, I do myself the honour to state, as fully as the 
Records of the Bliecl Corps enable me, tlie particulars of the 
origin of this grant, and to express my opinion that it ought 
to be withheld for the future. 

“ 2 In the year 1831 a Havildar of the Bhcel Corps, named 
Khundoo, who had been of great use to General (Lieutenant) 
Outram in his first intercourse with the Bhoels, was killed by 
a tiger and in consideration of the man’s past services and 
the destitute condition of his widow Baipa apd his 
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infant son Dhondou Lieutenant Outrani in a letter dated 
the 2nd June 1831 to the address of Mr. Collector Boyd, 
solicited from Government a Pension of Rupees Ir per month 
for the support of the woman and ehild. 

“ 3 Government in a letter No. 2142 dated the 24th July 1831 
granted the boon from the date of Khundoo’s decease, and 
the pension was drawn from the Erundolc Mamletdar’s 
Treasury in the name of tlic widow Baina up to August 
1833, when it appears she remarried and Captain Outram ou- 
tlie 13th August 1833 sent an order to tlic Eruudole Mamlet- 
dar to pay tlie pension from that time to the boy Dhoudoo, 
who has continued to draw it ever since. 

“41 can find no authority for this transfer of pension, and even 
if such exists it could not have been intended that on Dhondoo 
attaining manhood he should continue to enjoy the charity 
of Government. 

“ 3 In August 1841 he w'us put into tlie boy ranks of the Bhil 
Corps on Rs. 24 per month, when there was no further plea 
for draw'ing the pension, but tliis seems to liavc escapcd notice 
and the Rs. 4 were remitted iuonthl3’ on account of Dhondou 
to the Government Savings Bunk, where a balance of some 
Its. 530 or so stands to his credit. 

“ 6 The original Pensioner Baina (Dliondoo’s mother) died of 
cholera about eighteen j'ears ago, a fact which does not appear 
to have been noticed or reported. 

“ 7 On' her remarrying in 1833, the pension might have been stop- 
ped, but if the sanction of Government was obtained for trans- 
ferring it to her sou, it ought to have been discontinued when 
he was taken into the Bheel Corps Hanks in 1841, as it seems 
absurd that he should be paid Rs. 5 per month as a fighting man 
and at the same time receive Rs. 4 per month as a Pensioner. 

“8 At the time of his father Khundoo’s death, LieuLeiiant(Gcneral) 
Outram and some other gentlemen, with the sanction of Gov- 
ernment, purchased the Patclship oJ’ the village of Eklugiia 
near Dliurrangauni on bch.df of the bo\' Dhondoo, and from 
this source he derives a trifling income annually-. Witli all his 
good fortune, or probably owing to it, he is one of tlie most 
unsteady and troublesome men in the corps. 
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“ 9 If when he began to receive Pay in the Bhcel Corps on the 
1st August 1 8 11 tlic Four Rupees Pension had been sto 2 )pcd, 
Government would have been saved u]} to the 1st instant 
Rupees 676, and fis tlie sum deposited in Dhondoo’s name in 
the Bombay Savings Bank Is less than that sum by upwards 
of Bs. 100, I can sec no objection to tlic a^jpropriation of 
the deposit by Government. 

I have the lionour to be, 

Sii% 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) JAMES ROSE, Captain, 

Offg. Commandant, Bheel Corps. 

It is iiceessarj’ to ^jass on, to say good-bye to Outran! and trace 
the story of his successors. No farewell could he more apt than that 
written by Lieutenant Graham, his Adjutant and successor in com- 
mand: — 

Extract from the Journal of Colonel Douglas Graham Isi June 1833, 
Outran! is my immediate commanding officer and tlic staunchest 
friend I have, the boldest and best sportsman on this side 
of India. We have lived together for seven long years now, 
which is a considerable period for two to exist together in the 
same house without having had a difference. He is the Com- 
mandant, I am his Adjubint ; there arc no otJier officers in the 
corps. He has saved my life, I have done the like good office 
to him ; we have fouglit togctlier, we have fed together, been 
for months without any but onr own sweet society, and to sum 
up the story I do not tiiink Frieiidshij) can go a stejj further 
than what exists between us two. 

TIGER HUNTING. 

Before starting this morning on very certain intelligence, I had 
been wondering why a certain long spear, one of your real 
Maiiratta lances, with a knob of rusty iron at one end and a 
bayonet-like bit of steel at the otlier, was undergoing tlic 
2 Jrocess of excessive filing and sliar 2 )eniiig, when 1 recalled to 
my remembrance some expression of my cunmuuidaut’s that 
tended to imply a determination of s 2 }caring a royal tiger. 
And as the exploit was said to have been perpetrated on horse- 
back on the Bangalore race course, a sort of bow rose float- 
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iiig across the misty recollections of the hist evening’s 
conversation, of his intention to perform it on foot. Fifty 
good reasons ivcre produced why the attempt was rash, nay 
amounted to a sort of indifference to the least chance of 
existence in tlie struggle, but no, the word had gone forth and 
he would court peril to the utmost to redeem the pledge. 
Fears were laughed at, and dissension entirely set at naught, 
so we had nothing for it but to see we had French caps in 
our pockets and proceetl anxiously, desirous that no oppor- 
tunity ivould occur for our too adventurous friend. There was 
a fine thick cover down each side of the broad nullsih that ran 
j^ast the tents, and at intervals on either side two or three 
smaller topes, with abundance of under creepers well known 
to us as frequented haunts. There were onlv' two elephants 
out that day, so of course each took his own side. We had beat 
through the first cover which was on our line and had hailed 
abreast of the second to observe the operations of the other 
howdah, on the opposite bank, when a startling volley came 
provokingly across from the very centre of the thicket, and 
the loud continual bursts of uproarious music fully declared 
that tliere was more than one of the right sort on foot. Our 
position was by no means so commanding as our wishes. We 
ivcrc stuck on a bank which extended half a mile on each side 
of us, and presented, so far as I could see, a perpendicular 
fall of 10 or 12 feet, but tliis was no time to stick at trifies, 
so we shoved old Hyder at the jdacc, notwithstanding the 
remonstrances of the iNIahout who declared the descent imprac- 
ticable. But making a virtue of necessity, for he saw the 
butt end of a x’ifie coming in contact with his .sconce, he began 
to manceuvre his " ankoos ” in style. Hyder got doivii on his 
belly in the most scieiitiflc manner, and stretched his fore legs 
to their full extent over the side, but finding no bottom and 
not at all relishing a drop leap, withdren- sjxeedily from this 
position. Thrice he was brought down, but to no avail. In 
the third attempt luckily the bank gave way and down we 
came, elephant, howdah, and all, but landed in safety in the 
bed of the nullah. The firing still continued in the tope, 
and on our arrival we found one tiger mortally wounded on the 
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•ground and two others charging fiercely from below a thiefcet 
of creepers. A cast round the wood soon put us in possession 
of their mark. We had hardly proceeded a hundred yards, 
when the track went right into a porcupine's earth and I was 
indulging in the idea of enjoying a novel s'ort' of sport, 
wlicn I saw my friend’s eye turn to the Mahratta spear, with 
a meaning glance that could not be mistaken, and the condi- 
tion of my nerves was by no means impro^'ed b)' seeing him 
alight from the howdali, and on his ksiccs ercci) a little way 
into tlie liole, to look, as he Siiid, for the glittering of tlic 
eyes. Having' ascertained that there were only two entrances 
to the den he blocked up one passage with thick bushes, 
placed the elephant about tw o 3'ards in froirt, and nu' friend 
took up his station at the very mouth of the remaining hole. 

“ There he stood, spear in hand, like a gladiator in the arena of 
a lloniau amphitheatre ready for the tlirowing open of the 
wild beast’s cage. The bushes were set fire to,, and tlic tiger 
by no means relishing the smoke came puflSng and blowing 
like a porcupine cvui'y 5 or 6 seconds, to get a little fresh air, 
but scenting the elephant, ho was always fain to retreat 
again. This .sort of work went on for some time and bush 
after bush blazed away without producing the desired effect. 
I could not have stood the suspense when life nas at stake. 
At last there was a low angry growl and a scuffling rustle 
in the passage. Tlie tiger sprang out and down descended 
the long lance into his neck, just behind the dexter car. With 
one stroke of his powerful paw, he smashed the spear close to 
the head. There was a pretty busiucss, Mr. Tiger one step 
below, with tlie steel sticking in his neck, which by no means 
improved bis temper, had gathered his huge hind quarters be- 
. low him for a desperate spring, and my friend, armed after 
fashiop of the South Sea Islanders, standing on a little mound, 
breatiiing defiance and brandishing his bamboo on high — , 
odds by far too overpowering — so to bring tilings - a little 
more to equality, 1 llurew iij a couple of balls from old 
Hyder, which turned the scale as Brennus’ sword -did of old. 
■The tiger was. luckily stunned andll^oorcd b^this salute, but 
shortly recovered and finding too ma«y enemies besetting him 
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on lltc open srounfl, srampoml away to IIip tliirket. We 
found him again Indow an old biisli, and very vicious he was, 
tearing tlirougli the jungle, and oliarging in mad fury, when- 
ever we came near his entrenchment — ^threc times he w'as on 
the elephant roaring and screaming — charge succeeded charge, 
ball after ball went into his inside, and at length he yielded 
up the ghost, under the very trunk of the elephant. Had 
the spear not been directed with the most cool self-possession 
so as to arrest the progress of the tiger and give me a 
slight cliance of hitting, and had not old Hyder remained 
perfectly steady, without taking at all into consideration 
m^ fluttering nerves and state of anxiety, there w'ould have 
been an end of one whose like we shall seldom sec again. 

There is no oflicial record of the building of any residence for 
Outram or his officers at Dharangaon. Indeed, he at one time sent 
in an official certificate that none of them occupied Government 
houses. >[ost probably the bungalow, recently destroyed, in which 
Outram lived was constructed out of the old office building in w'hich 
he lived in 18S5. He must have repaired and added to it at his 
own cost. The site has always been considered Government property, 
and the proceeds of the materials when it was destroyed, were 
credited to Goverumenf. The peculiar position of the bungalow, 
inside the town walls, favours the idea of its having once been an 
office. The site is now marked by a memorial column, and surrounded 
by a garden. 



CHAPTER IX. 


I.iEUT. GRAHAM, COjMMANDANT. 

1835-1841. 

T he new Commandant had not been without experience of his 
duties. He had been both Adjutanh and 2nd in command of 
the corps, and ns he had officiated as Southern Bhil Agent for some 
time, he was acquainted with the civilian portion of the programme 
of conciliation and improvement of tlie BJiils. 

In the first few years of his regime there is but little actual 
fighting recorded. A lai’ge gang of Bhils entered the Savda Satpuras 
in 1837 and did some damage in the way of looting villages, driving 
off cattle, and so forth. The Bhil Corps was called out, with a 
detachment from Asirgadli, but on tlie appearance of the troops the 
gang, which had been estimated at 800-900 strong, melted aw’ay. 
There, was, however a continuance of trouble given by small parties 
of robbers. Though no gangs assembled of sufficient magnitude to 
warrant a regular expedition being sent out, yet there was constant 
and harassing work for small detachments. The taluka of Yaval 
was still part of Siudia’s dominions, and the marauders found a 
refuge there. The local officials, while professing to assist the Com- 
pany’s Government, found it paid them to keep in with the Bhils. 

In 1838 Lieut. Agar, Adjutant, C. P. Corps, was looted outside 
Burhanpur by a p.arty of armed Bhil robbers 25 strong. They 
tied him and his escort up, and decamped with Rs. 1,500. 

The same year Mr. J. D. inverarity, Assistant Collector, 
Ahmednagar, had his camp robbed by Satraala Bhils. 

In 1839 a Maj or and Mrs. Brookes, who w-ere travelling over 
the Sindva Pass, were attacked by Bhil robbers, and relieved of all 
their property. ’I'hc list of contents of Mrs. Brookes’ box, furnished 
by her husband, is interesting as showing what were the contents of 
a traveller’s wardrobe in those days. 
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Lht of prnpertij mming from Mm, Broohen’ Boxes. 


Rs. 


3 

shawls, the one French, the other 

Indian cashmere. 

190 

1 

Swd.ss muslin dress ... 

• •• • • • 

... 

95 

1 

„ cambric „ 



19 

> 1 

white worked muslin dress .. 



90 

9. 

morning dresses edged with lace 



30 

1 

piece (couch) chintz 


... 

5 

10 yds. long cloth 



5 

1 

worked muslin 



6 

1 

pair gentlemen’s boots (English) 

> •• 

90 

3 

patent merino under-dresses (gentlemen’s) 


10 

+ 

pair patent knit cotton drawers 

» 


16 


pair merino socks ... 



6 

■4? 

patent knit cotton underdresses 

••• 

. • . 

16 

2 

new hair brushes 

» • * • • • 


8 

3 

bot.tlc.s can de cologne 

• « • ••• 

• •• 

4 

1 

quart essence of lemon 

• • ••• 


90 

1 

pint „ of bitter almonds. 

• • • • • • 


10 

8 

pairs sheets ... 



94 

94 pillow case.s (frilled) 



94 


about three dozen towels ... 


... 

16 


„ „ table towels 

*•% ••• 


19 

1 

table cloth ... 

... ... 

. • • 

4 

1 

dozen new petticoats (trimmed) 


... 

60 

1 

If old „ — 

... ••• 

... 

36 

1* 

„ .sleeping dresses 



79 

9 

„ linen 

... 

... 

79 

9 

„ under dresses 

• « . ... 

. •• 

48 

9 

„ pocket handkerchiefs 


.e. 

8 




Rs. 

708 

1 

drawing box with coloure 1 



50 

1 

portable working case * 






Rs. 

758 


Many otlier instances might be recorded, which go to sliow that 
though- no large or conspicuous campaign was undei'tak^u, yet Lieut. 
Graham and his men were kept contijiimlly ut work. .Viniost 

19 



14i6 


THU KHANDESH BHIE CORPS. 


every one of liis lehtcrs contains references to ditficult outpost duty, 
arduous liill climbing, long marclies, and so forth. 

A wearisome and unseemly wrangle was also kept up with 
Government. The officers’ allowances were cut, the men's bhatta 
was reduced, the position of the Regulars attached to the corps was 
depreciated. Old and bad arms and ammunition were supplied, and 
such necessaries as tents had to be fought for. To modern minds 
it may be hard to conceive that the ultimate authority responsible 
for the corps was the High Court, or Sadar Fauzdari Adalat. Yet 
such was the case, and no doubt the absolute ignorance of the grave 
and reverend judges of military matters explains their want of 
sympathy for tlie crying needs of the corps. 

In 1838 Lieut. Browne, 2nd in command, died in the Jamner 
jungles, and Lieut. Morris succeeded. Lieut. J. W. Auld, of the 26th 
N. I., was appointed Adjutant. It may entertain officers of the 
present day to know that hardly was Lieut. Browne cold in his grave 
before the Accounts Department discovered that he had overdrawn 
some allowances, and endeavoured to mulct his estate. 

In 18.39, Capt. Graham had a short campaign in the jungle 
of Baglan, Pimpalncr, and Navapur, liordcring on the Dang.>, against 
a rabble of thieves acting under some of the pef.ty local Chiefs. No 
details are forthcoming, e.vcept that the Kajas of Vasurna, Chichli 
and Gadvi Dangs had looted villages in I’eini and Baglan, and that 
the country near Navapur was much disturbed. All available men 
of the Bhil Corps were called out, but what actual fighting occurred 
docs not transpire. Most likely the rebels succeeded in escaping 
into their trackless jungles without suffering much punishment. 
Two important results, iiowever, followed. One was the increase of 
the Bhil Corps by a ‘ Dang Icvy^ ’ of 75 men for local duty. 
Recruits were at first hard to obtain, but a start was made, and a 
free admixture of trained officers and men from the parent corps 
being allowed, the levy became a success. In two years’ time it was 
reported fit to take its place as a component part of the disciplined 
corps. 

The second result of the Dang operations was a long and well 
considered report on local conditions round Navapur. Tlic country 
was long noted for its excellent cultivation. Tavernier, the old 
French traveller, makes a special note of the prosperity of Navapur 
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arid tlic excellence of its rice, which was preferred to any in India. 
Capt. Graham reports that all signs of prosperity had vanished, 
that the condition of the people was wretched, .-ind that under the 
sway of beggarly chieftains and unprincipled revenue contractors, 
matters were going from bad to worse. Such police as there w’erc, 
were nominated from among the personal hangers-on of this or 
that chieftain, were in perpetual arrears of pay, and had neither 
the power nor the inclination to preserve the peace. Capt. Graham 
makes proposals for tlie better policing of the country, for exacting 
work from the hereditary guardians of the passes, and above all for 
the re-establishment of the W. Bhil Agency. 

It is easy to see from Col. Robertson’o correspondence hli.it 
about 1825 the Bhil Agents in tlie west and south of the province 
were his right-hand men. On them he relied to reclaim the savages, 
put the land under cultivation, and administer justice. They also 
had troops at their command, so that they could secure the' frontiers 
by suppressing local risings. The records are full of appreciation 
by Government of the work of Capts. Rigby and Ovans. Yet tlie 
W. Bhil Agency was abolished in 1828, and the S. Bhil Agency was 
combined with the office of 2nd in command of the Bhil Corps. As 
the Iieadquarters of the agency were at Kannad and those of the 
corps at Uharangaon, it is obvious that neither duty could be well 
performed. The results of this parsimonious policy are shown, as 
far as the W. Agency is concerned, in a most unpleasant light by 
Capt. Graham. 

This period of the corps’ history, though deficient in actual 
lighting, is noteworthy for the careful organization by the Com- 
mandant of the enormous quantity of detachment duty expected of 
his corps. , That this duty, extending over a province 180 miles 
long and 100 miles .broad, was cheerfully performed by the men, 
and resulted in no complaints from Government or the public, is a 
matter of credit to all concerned. In answer to a query from the 
Military Board as to the duties of his corps, Capt. Graham reports 
as under. The horsemen referred to arc from the Poona Auxiliary 
Horse, small bodies of which corps formed the mounted police of the 
district. 

The Horsemen and Bhil cerps are stationed in eighteen posts 
over a surface of country extending 180 miles in Icngtli and 
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upwards of 100 miles in breadth ; they guard all the distiid; 
.jails and treasuries, escort prisoners and treasure to head- 
quarters, form the escort parties of the Collector and his 
Assistant, Civil Engineers, etc., and have for the last five years 
been distributed on posts along the frontier of the troubled 
districts' of the Saatmulla Range, the Dang and the Saatpura 
Mountains, having in their keeping every post in Ehandes 
formerly held with such loss of life by the troops of the 
Line. The bazar, opium, magisterial, and Mamletdar’s 
guards at Dhoolia, to the amount of 70 men on daily duty, 
arc also furnished from the Bheel Corps whose total of men 
absent on duty from headquarters amounts to (628) sis 
hundred and twenty-eight. In cases of aggression from 
beyond the frontier as well as of internal gang robberies the 
nearest post is marched to the scene of disturbance to act at 
the requisition of the Police authorities. 

(Signed) D.C. GRAHAM, 

Commanding Bheel Corps. 

Before concluding this cliapter, it is necessary to allude to the 
descendants of the Ehandesh Bhil Corps. The Collectors of 
Alimednagar and Poona modelled their Police forces on it as far as 
might be. 

How Outram called for a strong dctacliment to Gujarath, to assist 
in forming the local Koli Corps, has already been described. 
Further, at Outram's instance, volunteers were asked from the 
Khandesh Bhil Corps to assist in embodying a local corps in Malwa. 
This corps is still in existence, and is thus a direct descendant of the 
Khandesh Corps. Not actually assisted by men from Khandesh, 
but modelled on the corps at Outram’s suggestion, is the Mewar 
Bhil Corps. The letter written by Outram to advocate its formation 
will clearly show this, and incidentally is of great interest as it 
proves how Outram traces the success of the Khandesh Corps to the 
foresight and genius of Mountstuart Elphinstone. 

Sib. 

In compliance with your request I have the honour to forward 
to you the under-mentioned documents relating to the Bheel 
Corps, which I raised in Candeish and lately commanded, and 
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■- I sincerely hope that the success which has attended that 
■ -measure and the bcnchcial results accruing from it, may 
encourage the officer appointed to raise the Serohie Legion 
to embody his corps from among the feudatory tribes it is 
- intended to keep in check, which foreign mercenaries or any 
other class of soldierj' will never, I am confident, so eflPectually 
restrain, however highly disciplined may be the men or 
zealous the officers. 

S Through the Candeish Bheel Corps Government has secured 
the whole of that class in the province (calculated at one- 
eight of tlie population) and the internal peace of that 
^extensive district, formerly the most disturbed in this pre- 
sidency. The corps also effectually checks all tlic wild 
tribes occupying the jungles beyond its frontier, the strongest 
in India. There is also a great pecuniary saving besides, 
the Bheel Corps not costing one half of the establishments 
which have been disbanded in consequence of its success (vis, 
a Local Corps of Infantry, SOO Auxiliary Horse, and a large 
body of Distinct Sebundy). There is a saving also of re- 
missions which formerly amounted to a large sum on account 
of the plundering, burnings, and ravages of tlic Bheels. 

SJ Consider also the expense of Batta and Field Equipments to 
troops of tlic Line (w'hich were annually and ineffectually 
employed to suppress the Bheels in whole Brigades), the 
wear and tear and injury to regiments, caused by large 
detachments of regular troops which were maintained 
at the most unhealthy outposts, the great increase 
to the pension list (to which Regiments serving in Candeish 
sent three times the number of disabled sepoys to those serving 
in ^y other part of tlie Bombay Presidency ) the exposure 
of European officers (whose tours of duty in Candeish was 
formerly looked upon as a mere toss up for life). All these 
disadvantages have been removed by the happy measure of 
. securing to our interest the turbulent tribes which caused 
the injury. 

4 Even did we not benefit so substantially as I have pointed 
out, the humanity of the measure alone should advocate its 
adoption, and I do humbly think that tlic most blessed act of 
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■ Mr. Elphinstone’s public life was insisting on entertaining 
and in trusting Bheel soldiery — notwitlistanding the repeated 
strenuous opposition of the local otHcers who dreaded the 
danger of the attempt. His superior mind foretold the 
advantages which would result from Bheel reform (the con- 
sequence of its success) and that success must ever attend a 
measure founded on humanity and mercy if properly pursued. 
Well would tliat great man now be rewarded, could he visit 
Candeish, and sec the state to which he has been tire cause of 
raising the formerly miserable and outcast Bheel, who now 
mixes with the highest castes on an equality and feels an 
equal interest in the prosperity of the land to that pf our 
most loyal subjects. 

5 Innumerable arc the proofs I could adduce of the gratitude of 

the Bheels of Candeish to our Government and of their devo- 
tion to us in our service, but were I to dwell on these subjects 
as my heart would dictate, I should transgress far on your 
time and patience. I will therefore merely now mention the 
superiority of Bheel troops. For mountain warfare they 
arc admirable Light Infantry and cheerfully follow 
tlieir officers wherever they will lead, which you personally 
witnessed in the detachment you saw on my escort at Oody- 
poor. Though engaged only for Local Service in Candeish, 
these men had undertaken a inarch of l,Si00 miles. 

6 In proof of what I have advanced I have the honour to 

forward several instances of the good services of the corps 
(in addition to the documents you required, showing the 
mode of raising it, wiiich arc contained in No. 1) vis. No. 2, 
the copy of a report of a skirmish between young Bheel 
recruits in our service and tlieir clansmen opposed to us, to 
prove their fidelity and spirit on the first opportunity I had 
of putting them to trial. 

7 The papers (No. 3) (on the subject of the settlement of a 

jungle territory bordering on the west of Candcisjb. called the 
Daung which our troops had never heretofore ventured into, 
though our Surat and neghbouring districts had suffered 
from the annual inroads of the Bhcels from there for half a 
' century past, to check which permanent military detachments 
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had always been luaintAiued on tlie border) are given to 
show the power wliich Bhcel Agency gives over similar tribes 
in wild districts, 'I'roops of the Line .alone never could have 
succeeded, but the Bhcel Corps (though not particularly 
mentioned) was the actual machinery with which I worked, 
and through it I secured the rude Bhecl allies and accom. 
plished in one month without bloodshed, what would have 
been attended with much loss of life and very doubtful 
success had Regulars been employed. 

8 No. 4* is advanced as an example of military service of the 

Bhecl Corps and to show how cordially and successfully it 
^acts in concert with troops of the Line. The part of tlie 
SatiDOora Mountains and Nein.ar wliere we operated on that 
occasion, is the strongest country I can conceive (and almost 
totally unknown) although I have penetrated all the n-iidest 
haunts on this side of India, those dividing this country from 
Mey war not excepted. 

9 No. 5 is an instance of hlio extraoi’dinary efficiency of tin* 

Bhecl Corps as police. In t liis case not only diil a score of 
Bhcel sepoys seize u]>wards of .500 Bheels and oilier desperate 
cliaracters, but they also procurial the evidence iiecessai'y to 
convict tile guilty and were 1 he only guards over them during 
a month. I was occaipicd on their trial with the dis- 
advantage of having only an extensive Gurry to confine 
them in, and with no means of separating, fettering, or 
shutting them up, so that nothing but the vigilance of the 
Guard could prevent any attempt on the part of the prisonci-s 
to overpower it. To this 1 will add for your infoi-mation 
that the evidence was so complete that of 158 prisoners who 
were committed, only 1-t were acquitted, and the whole of tlio 
rest were sentenced to various terms of from 7 to years. 

10 These instances have been adduced to show the ii.ature of its 
service, and thus has the corjis been constantly employed 
ever since December 1826, now nearly 10 years, during \vhicli 
it had never (when I left a yc.ar ago) failed in a single 
instance of effecting the object rcqiiirctl, and with such 
address and activity as generally to accoinplisli it immediately 

. {ind without bloodshed. Whether apprehending offenders as 
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police, or suppressing and dispersing rebellious bands, it had 
never behrayed a trust either of prisoners, treasure, or pro- 
perty. No other punishments liave been inflicted on its 
members than dismissal from the corps (except in one or 
two instances of individuals having been made over to the 
civil power for petty theft after dismissal from the corps 
with public disgrace). Though Bheels are prone to drunk- 
enness in their wild state, an instance of any excess of that 
nature is now scarcely ever heard of in the corps, from which 
the offender is invariably dismissed on repetition of the 
offence, and in the first instance if on duty. 

11 I also send three reports of the Collectors of Candeish, one 
by Colonel Robertson, dated 18th March 1823, befgre the 
commencement of f.he Bheel reform, another by G. Giberne, 
Esq., dated 10th November 1828, after its accomplishment, 
and a third by Mr. Boyd of later date, that you may com- 
pare the state of that country at those periods. 

12 I am induced fo transmit such very voluminous documents 
in the anxiety that you should be fully impressed with the 
advantages of engaging a portion of the wild tribes of youi' 
frontier to control the rest, having heard that a body of 
troops is about t>o be established at Serrohie for that pur- 
pose. Should it be chiefly composed of Bheels and Kholies 
as Infantry and the Rajputs of the country as Horse, and 
should similar measures be adopted on this side of the border 
(which I have had the honour to recommend and submitted 
for your consideration), I would confidently prognosticate a 
similar happy result to w'hat has rewarded us in Candeish ! 

13 Annexed is a present state of the Candeish Bheel Corps and its 
expense. You will observe that there are 67 Regulars; this is a 
draft from the Line permanently attached to the Bheel Corps, 
bub retaining the pay and prnvilcges of the Line, the remain- 
ing 802 are Bheels, total 869 ; these are divided into nine 
Companies, to each of which is attached a Bugler and a 
Bheestee, the whole expense of the Corps (exclusive of 
European officers) being Rupees 5,265^ monthly. 

I have the honour to be, etc. 

(Signed.) JAMES OUTRAM, 

* . • . Politkal Agent. > .. 

Mhyeeleaurftn. 
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Outran) continualljr alludes to Hio Khandcsli Bliil Corps as the 
Kvst of its kind. The Court of Director.s, however, evidently compared 
it with that rais(ul aiiionj*- the I’ahadya.s hy (leveland of Bhagalpur. 

The following is an extract from a Despatch from the Court 
I’cccived in 1836 : — 

The admirable conduct of the officers to whom the immediate 
executive duties were confidctl, c.specially of Major Ova)is and 
Tiieiitenant Outran), has been the )ueans of effecting a com- 
plete chiinge in the habit^ of the Bheel tribes. They have 
univoi'sally abandoned their predatory habits, they are now a 
prosperous agricultural co)innunit.y, from among them a corps 
has been forn)cd, which has att.ai)icd so high a state of discipline 
(did efficleucy that to its protection the tranquillity of the 
country is now in a great degree co)ifided, and by its means a 
degree of security, both of perso)i iind property, appears to 
be maintainwl, which is scai'ccly excelled in any part of India. 

3 This signal instance of (what we have so often impressed upon 
you) the superior efficacy of conciliatory moans in reducing 
uncivilized and produtoi-y tribes to order and obedience, is 
one of the niost gratifying events in tlie recent history of 
British India and we trust that the success of your measures 
will impress ujjon our Indian Goveiauncnt the policy as well as 
the humanity of pur.sning llic same course in all similar cases. 
This wise and benevolent policy was first adopted by the late 
Mr. Cleveland in tl)c District of Baugulporc so)ne fifty years 
figo, and was attended with singular success i)! reclaiming tlic 
hill people of that district from a state of the utmost barbar- 
ism, and the memory of that excellent officer is, wc understand, 
held in reverence, even at the present day by tlie rude tribes 
who inhabited the hills a.s well as by the inhabitants of the 
more civilized portion of the district. 

We desire that you will cojuuiunicate to Major Ovans and Lieut- 
enant Outran), our particular approbation of their conduct. 

We are, etc., etc. 

London, the l.if April, 18.35. 

The ex])laniitio]i of the p.ar.'wlox would appear to be, not that 
Outran) was ignorant of Cleveland, but that Cleveland’s corps was 
]Uorc of the )iatiire of the defunct Kliandesli Local Battalion, a col- 
lection of Irregulars with purely looil duties, rather than a trained 
fi))d orgiUiizcd regi)iient of Light Infantry. 
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CHAPTER X. 


CAPTAIN MORRIS, ACTING COMMANDANT, AND 
CAPTAIN GRAHAM COMMANDANT. 

T he days of regular organization and steady developement were 
destined to end immediatcl}’^ after the call of Captain Graham to 
the presidcnc}’ ‘ on secret service’. In the hot weather oClSM an 
insurrection broke out among the Bhils between the Tapti and Nar- 
bada, to the noi’th and west of the Sindva Pass, which necessitated an 
active campaign. The Collector was reluctant to resort to arms and 
Government even reproached liim for his delay. The force M'hich w'as 
subsequently assembled in May consisted of 100 men of the Bhil 
Corps, 60 of the Poona Auxiliary Horse, and .lO of the 22nd N. 1. 
under a Sul)cdar. In a few days these men had marclmd to the Nar- 
bada, had a skirmish iii very bad country, and jjut to flight the gang. 
Captiin MoiTis’ letter here reproduced is brief enough. But consi- 
dering that the Satpura Hills near the Akrani, where the operations 
took place, are 4,000 ft. high, and so steep that even a wounded 
bison cannot charge up them, considering also Hint the shade tempe- 
rature in May is between 112’ and 120’, and that water is vei y 
scarce, the work must have been none of the lightest. 

To 

11. K. PRINGT.E, Esq., 

(’onT.ErTOtt OF KirAN’OF.sn, 

XrvnoonnAn. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to report I Inive received information of Bhani- 
nia Naik having been killed by some of the sowars of Major 
Pcttingal’s Detachment on the 22nd instant. 

2 . It appears that he left his gang with a few followers and pro- 
cccdwl to the ravine where the skirmish took place bctwei-ii 
my detachment and part of his gang ca the 21st instant to 
ascertain, it is supposed, whether the person killed on that 
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occasion was liis brother-in-law or not) and that during his 
stay there a party of Horse fell in with him and killed him 
after a short struggle. 

Previous to hearing of his death, I had made arrangements to 
attack him and his gang this morning at daybreak, and 
ficcordinglj' marched upon tliis spot where I was sure of com- 
ing upon them, but after a harassing night march over a 
rugged and difficult road I arrived here only to learn of the 
dispersion of the whole gang on account of the report of his 
death having reached them. 

4* I intend following the cattle up and expect to be able to re- 
cover them in a day or two. 

3 I also have planned an attack on Dowlea’s stronghold as soon 
as my spies return. 

1 have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Vour most obedient servant, 

W. T. MORRIS, 

Bheel Agent. 

Camp Babree, mth May 1841. 

Probably it was in this expedition that the great drum or 
Nagara of the Bhil Corps, now in the Police Training School Mess at 
Nasik, was captured. 

The effect of the capture or death of the Bhil leader was 
Instantaneous, t aphain iMorris was immediately able to return to 
Khandesh, the infantry were sent back to Malegaon, and tiuiet was 
restored. It is notalile tli.at Klmja Sing, Outram’s nominee for the 
Sindva Pass wardensliip, acquitted himself creditably on this 
occasion. 

The Rains of 1811 were hardly ovei*, when disturbing news came 
from the east of the province. A pjerson dressed as an ascetic had 
proclaimed himself to be the Ex-Raja of Nagpur, had descended 
from tlie hills to the north of Berar, in the country between the Tapti 
and Puma Rivers, had occupied Jalgaon Jamod, the principal town of 
the neighbourhood, and was spreading his usurpation over that part 
of India. His forces were reported to number from 3,000 to 3,000 
men. Betters from him inviting recruits for the rebel army were dis- 
covered. In short, an attack on Khandesh from the east was imminent. 
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The means of communicalion were scaiil^j- and irregular, but sufficient 
news was received to cause troops to be niasscil at, Asirgadh, while 
the co-ojjeratioii of H. H. the Nizam’s forces was invited and the BJiil 
Corps, under Captain Morris in Kavcr and Captain Auld in Bodvad, 
lined the frontier. Fortunately a bold coup by the Nizam’s 
troops effected the capture of the “Ex-Raja,” and the dispersion 
of the rebels, but this happy ending did not occur until the Bhil 
Corps had undergone a great deal of harassing work. 

Early in 1842 Lieutenant Hoare resigned the Adjutancy on tin- 
ground of incessant ill-health, and Ensign Hunter was appointed in his 
stead. He was duly sworn in as Assistant to the Collector and 
Magistrate, and the formal oath is prescr^'cd. It is intwesting 
enough to reproduce := 

I James Hunter appointed Assistant to the Magistrate of the 
Zilla of Candeish do solemnly deej-^)," that I will to the 
best of my ability preserve the pca^i^iav. Thc'A Zilla ; that 
I will act with impartiality and ind of 100 men of exact 
or receive, directly or indirectly -se, and .30 of thoi’^'it any 
person under my control or in my service to exact or receive, 
directly or indirectly, any fee, reward or emolument whatever, 
in the execution of or on account of any matter relating to 
the duties of my office excepting such as the orders of the 
Governor in Council do or may expressly authorize, and that 
I will pci'form the duties of my office, according to the best 
of my knowledge, abilities and j udgment, conformably to the 
regulations that have been or may be passed by the Governor 
. in Council. 

JAMES HUNTER, 

Assistant Magistrate. 

Declared before me this 18th day of May 18-1'2. 

W. T. MORRIS, 

Assistant Magistrate. 

The new Adjutant did not arrive in time to take part in a 
campaign which was organized in the spring of 18-12. A 3 ear ago 
the Bhils to the west of the Sindva Pass had been di.spersed. This 
year those to the cast wcre.jiittackcd. The troops employed were all 
from, the Bhil Corps, with some Poona Irregular Hor.se. In order 
to make more men available, the numerous .guards at Dhulia weri 
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supplied by the Rcgultirs. Captain Auld was called up from Kannad 
and assisted Captain Morris. The ojjcriitions are summed up in a 
Despatch from the Collector, of which an exiracL is here given: — 
Captain Morris commenced his operations about the beginning of 
iMarch, n'hen he was joined by his second in command, Captain 
.Vuld, who was withdrawn from the duties of his agency 
at Kunnur, tlie situation of Adjutant of the corps being at 
that time vacant. The accompanying documents No. 1 to 26 
are the successive reports of the progress of his operations, 
together with the collateral correspondence with the authori- 
ties in Malwa and Nimar to wliich they gave occasion, and 
the last in the sci-ies No. 25 is his final report of the nature 
and results of the ojaerations to which I would solicit the 
special attention of Government. 

From these documents the H. E. the G. in C. will learn that Cap- 
tain Morris by a series of persevering and well directed move- 
ments has succeeded in the full attainment of his object before 
the approach of the rains. The western tract of the Satpoora 
Hills has been thorouglily scoured and a salutary awe has 
been impressed on the Bheels in that quarter, who had so 
often disturbed the peace of the surrounding country with 
impunity. Of their five principal leaders four have been 
apprehended and the fifth and most notorious was killed in 
an attempt to resist his captors. Of the followers 163 have 
been seized, and, with the chiefs, await the ulterior proceed- 
ings which justice or policy may require. 

Captain Morris recommends ihe establishment of a Satpura 
Bhil Ageuc}', with power to create and finance agricultural settle- 
ments, similar to that already working in tlic Satinalas. He also 
deplores the state of the country near Chopda and Yaval, which had 
been taken over from Sindia, but again handed back to him. He 
notes tliat as long as it remains in Sindia’s hands, so long must the 
peace of the province suffer, the foreign territory being regarded 
by the Bhil rebels as a safe asylum. The Collector, however, holds 
out no hopes in either direction. 

In this campaign Khaja Sing again gave valuable assistance, 
and was regarded with Rs. 100 for capturing one of the rebel 
Chiefs. 
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During 1843 Captain Morris seems to have introduced over 
the province generally a s3’stcin which was already in force in the 
Southern Agency, lo ^^iL, the compulsion of all village Bhils to 
present themselves before the Patil for roll call, or * hazari.’ This 
system still exists, and given an honest Patil, is most useful in the 
detection of crime. A Bhil who has been absent from roll call is at 
once put under suspicion of having been awaj' for no honest 
purpose. To be absent on their lawful occasions, all the Bhils 
have to do is to procure a ‘chit’ from the Patil, stating their 
names and residence, and the purpose of their j ourney. 

Til the hot weather of 1 843 Capt. iMorris was sent to the 
Dangs to meet Mr. Bojee, (Tovernmeiit Timber Agent. He traversed 
the whole western part of the province, and took the opportunitv’ 
again strongly to recommend the replacement of the Western Bhil 
Agent. Incidentallj- he made some remarks on the condition of the 
Dang timber trade, which apparently attracted little notice at the 
time. They arc, hoivever, a sufficiently clear statement in themselves 
of the policy adopted by Government 60 years later, unfortunately 
after much of the best forest had been ruined. 

The tract of country called the Dang is our south-western 
boundary, and its inhabitants lliougli wild and iiaturally 
predatory,, yet I tru.st will soon improve. The Chiefs like the 
other petty Rajahs are swayed by iiioiiey-lenders into 
whose debt they are easily led, and the produce of their 
country is then taken to repay a debt which the money- 
lenders take good care is never finally settled and which the 
recklessness of the Chiefs, their wantonness and ignorance 
increases, instead of decreasing. The re-establishment of the 
Western Agency as suggested in my letter to the Collector, 
dated 27th May, 1841, would do much good, but as the Dang 
Chiefs are quite independent, all attempts at improvement 
should occasion such apparent and real advantage as would 
at once induce them to adopt them, for instance, recruiting 
a company of men from the Dang in the Bheel Corps is now 
felt an act of kindness and consideration towards tliem, 
and the superintendence of an Agent to whom they could 
apply for advice and in wTuun they' had coufidence would do 
more to reclaim Ih'cm than aiiylTiiug else, but wc mus-L first 
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quiotl}' point out to them tlie wfiy to cloiiv themsolvps 
from the power of the money-lenders and that then the 
produce of their country will soon turn to tlieir own 
advantage. But another great drawback to tlie prosperity 
of the Dang and one whicli will keep the inhabitants in its 
present miserable state until measures are adopted to reclaim 
them, is, that the principal produce of the Dang being 
heakwood, and the traffic for years having been almost 
entirely carried on with the inhabitants of Surat, they 
purchase the finest timber almost for nothing, and the spirit 
in which this traffic is carried on, lieing for mere personal 
^ain, nothing is looked to by those traders but actual profit. 
The mischief of such traffic to the improvement of the Dang 
is evident and must, if allowed to continue, drain the country 
of its finest timber without any returns. I am aware of a 
Naval Officer having been sent up to examine and report on 
this timber and open a traffic foj- it, but these Chiefs, like 
other Chiefs, look to tlie authorities with whom communi- 
cation on all matters concerning them is authorized, and 
any other negotiation than tlie established one would fail, 
and it i.s my humble opinion that more could be done through 
the authoritie.s of IChandesh than through any otlicr. I have 
no doubt thc.se Chiefs would willingly give up trafficking with 
the Surat traders if our Government would open a traffic 
with them, and this change in their affairs would do more to 
reclaim these inhabitants from their wild .state and to throw 
a little wealth into their hands, than aiiA'thing I know. 
Besides this advantage it would bo a mei'cy to save so un- 
tutored a race from their present actually miserable condition, 
which is in a great measure to be accounted for from our 
little intercourse with them and tlie ruinous traffic which has 
been carried on with Sui-at. An .\gent from tlie Indian 
Navy of conciliatory disposition and well acquainted with 
the language, if sent to the Dang tlirougli the Collector of 
Jvhaiide.sh, might in the proper sea.son visit every ]jart of 
this country and report on the timber, but I woidd respect- 
fully suggest iliiif all comiuunicatioii on this point shoiild 
originate from tlie Khandesh Collector as hitherto done. 
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Before Hie I'nins of 1813 sot in, tivo more flistiirlifinees hook place. 
A gung appeared in tiie Satniala.s cash, of Kannacl, and iras dealh witli 
for the time beinf^ bj' IT. IT. the Nizam’s troops, the Bhil Agent merely 
keeping wateb on the frontier. Two fresh rebels collected a gang in the 
Satpuras. As no European officer was at hand, the Subedav-Major 
of the Bhil dorps was sent after them with 50 men. This is the 
first time a native officer was sent out to active service in independ- 
ent command. The gang was dispersed, but the leaders escaped, 
owing to the apathy or treachery of Sindia’s autliorities at Yaval. 

Captain Graham returned to the command in June, and Captain 
>lorris took over tlic Kannad Agency, and 2nd in command’.s office. 
He at once found it necessary to hunt down the Satinala gang, 
under Balicrya Naik, and undertook a chase tlirough the mountains, 
which lasted a month, .and ran have been no pleasant job in July 
and August. The man was ultimately captured in a village near 
I’aehora, where Sindia’s autlioritics had long connived at his finding 
a refuge. 

The statements of Bahcrya Nnik’s gang, one of them his 
own brother, confirming itheir participation in Bahcrya'.? doings, 
are worth reading. 'J'hey show the extraordinary mobility of the 
Bhils, and the rapidity with which news of the prospect of loot was 
circulated. The stories of these men, added to the depositions of 
others of the gang, too diffuse for reproduction, indicate a series 
of raids, principally in the Satmalas, but extending to Pirapalner, 
the Satpuras, jMalkapur in Bcrar, and the Puma River in H. H.’s 
dominions. The gang was able to dissolve into thin air, or 
reassemble in formidable numbers, tit a moment’s notice. The 
duplicity of Sindia’s officei-s is also strongly cinjihasized. 

Evidence taken before Captain Benjamin Baillio Johnson, Su- 
pei-intendent of the Regiment of Hill Ranger.? at the 
Boordanc Camp. 

Evidence of I'ukeera alias Andelya Wnllud Luddoo Naik and 
brother of Byria Naik of the Bheel caste and about the age 
of 35 years, inhabitant of the village of Chcotzpoor in the 
Pachora pergunnah in the territorj' of IT. H. Sindia. 

On the 5th of July 1843 the above-mentioned Captain Johnson 
having called me before him, directed me to state what 
I knew in the matter of Byria and Sew Ram Naiks and 
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warnod me not- fo coneea] anvtlii'iifv Imt shif.e the whole 
t-nitli. I, therefore, declare that R_a-ria Naik escaped from 
the Plydrfibatl tTail, came to the vdlag-e of Kxirsanee, jii the 
Jamnair Talooka, xvhicli is in the Honorable Company’s 
Territory, and remained for six months in the house of his 
father-in-law Doongar Naik who is a Wuttundar of that 
place, after which Syria Naik assembled 

1 Dongya Bhcel of the village of Langaon (jMungaum or 
Langaum) in the Company’s territory. 

1 .Teysingyn Bheel of the above-mentioned village. 

1 Nagy.a Blieel of the aixove-inentioned village. 

' 1 Doongya llhcci of the vill.nge of Cheetz Khaira in the 
af oi'cs.ii d ter r i tor y . 

The above-named four Bheels were concerned in the ^attack 
upon Llic Government Treasury at Plnipulnair. These and 
other ten Bhoels of the village of Koortingec and Langaon, 
which are in the Company’s territory, Byria Naik took with 
him to Sexv Ram Naik at Mulcapooi’. How many Bheela 
hp . collected in the Mxxlcapoov Pnvganixah I do not know, 
bht these both Naiks having colleclcil bands went to the 
Satpoora Mountains. These latter Bhrels had plundered 
!i. village J.atra or F.air and xvhilst carrying the booty into 
the Satpoora Jloiiutains the bands of the first named Bheels 
met them. Tlio result of this meeting was that Syria Naik 
and his Ixand of Bheels took by force the booty from the 
others and carried it to the village in wliich Sew Ram Naik 
lived, Sind there sold it. After this they plundered a village 
near the Satpoora Mountains and sold the booty in the 
village of Langaon where Sew Ram Naik with his band 
remained. About one month elapsed when Byria Naik came 
alone to tlie house of his sister-in-law, where he remained. 
This house is in the village of Hadsa, in the Ootran Pur- 
gannah, which is in the Company’s territorj-. This xx Oman's 
name I do not know, but she is a Wuttundarecn. Prom 
that place he came to me at the village of Bhaje Chcetzpoor, 
which is in Siiidia’s territory, and he there told me what I 
have above stated, adding that I had better go with him 
there, for there was plenty of booty to be obtained in that 

21 
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direction. Wc told him wc would not go, but if there 
was anything to be got in the villages or on the roads 
round about the place we were at we ^^ould accompany 
him ; on thi.s Byria Naik jisked me and three or four 
other Bheels what wc expected to obtain where wc were 
and he told us that if wc plundered on the road we should 
get at any rate foui’ rupees eacii and would be able to live 
comfortably. 

With this* design wc became the companions of Byria. Our 
intentions, however, were di.sco\ered by t^nwur Khan Desmook 
of the Pachora Purgannah in Sindia’s territory, who, there- 
fore, sent a sipahi to bring us to Pachora. Than Byria 
Naik, Rnmchundi'a Patel of the village of Bhajc Cheetzpur, 
Bhamza Fakeer also of that place, Bhorjya Bheel, Naik 
of the same village, and Shamjec Bheel, Naik of the Seewnn 
Purgannah, these having gone to Unwur Khan Desmook at 
Pachora, subscribed one rupee each and made to him a 
“ nuzzur ” of ten rupce.s. The Desmook then told us on 
no account to allow ourselves to be laid hold of, and to 
exercise our vocation without he.sitation, but he prohibited 
the commission of any violence in cither the Company’s or 
Sindia’s territories. On the Dukkun Ghauts, however, in 
Berar, and other places we might plunder as much as wc 
pleased, but that whatever booty wc obtained one half was 
to be his share and the other ours. To this we agreed and 
Byria with the rest of us left the place. We went to the 
village of Kunkralla which is below Shahgur, in Sindia’s 
territory and remaining there collected forty men. Their 
names are as follows. 

1 Byria Naik. 

1 I myself. 

2 men of the village of Bhaje Cheetzpur in Sindia’s 
territory, 'viz.i — 

1 Bhoorjya Bheel 

1 Luriya Bheel. * 

2 
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6 Bhcels of the village of Nandole in Sindia’s territory 
vis \ — 

1 Bhikuu Bhccl. 

1 Kliuiidoo Bheel. 

4 of Khmidoo’s brothers whose names I do not know. 

6 

4 Bheels of the Warree of Shewun, ‘vim — 

1 Guntiya Bheel. 

1 Talkiya Bheel. 

1 Munnoo Bheel. 

1 Siwriya Bheel. 


4- Bheels of the village of Sahrone in Unwur Khan Desmook's 
District in the Pui’gannah of Pachora in Bindia’s territory, 
viz : — 

1 Mahloo Naik. 

1 Ruguja Bheel. 

1 Tarrajee Naik. 

1 Pandoo Bheel. 

4, 

■i Bhcels of the village of Goorano Khan in Sindia's territory 
viz : — 

1 Morkiya Bheel. 

1 Yeswant Bheel. 

1 Bhagiya Bheel. 

1 Heerajee Bheel. 

4 

3 Bhcels of the village of Warrolee in Sindia’s territory, wiz.- 
Sowtoo Bheel and his brothers; 
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4 Bheels of the vilhige of Wurgaum Purgamiari of Pacliora In 
Sindia’s territory, vh.t — 

1 Urjoon Blieel. 

1 Sycl Naik, a Wuttuiidar. 

!2 Bhccls AV’hose names I do not Jcqow.. 


10 Bheels from the Company’s territory as follows: — 

2 Bheels of the village of Hudsan,Purgannah. Ootran. 

4 Bheels of the village Kooroongee in the above Pur- 
gannah. 

1 Doongur Naik. 

1 Kaosun Naik. 
a Sons of Kao.suu. 

8 Bheels of the village of Lajgami : — 

1 Jysiugya. 

1 Bhariya Bhcel. 

1 Dougya Bhcel. 

1 Nagya Bheel. 

1 Doongya Bhecl. 

1 Son of Jysingya. 

1 Ui’Eoon Bhcel. 

1 Son of Urzoon Bhcel. 

'I’he following U Bheels belong to Sindia’s territory, viz .: — 

1 Shanijee Naik Bheel. 

1 Goonya Naik Khoondale Julkee. 

1 Gundya Bheel Khoondale Julkee. 

1 Changya Naik Bheel of the village of Baruklia,Pnr- 
gannah Wahlcc. 

1 Munya Naik Bheel of Bheeldui’rec in the Untoor Pur- 
gannah. 

1 Hutnya Naik of tlie above place, father-in-law of 
Munya Naik. 

, 1 Lallia Bheel of Shaikpopr Khan. 

1 Lallia Bhcel. 

1 Bhoofja Bheel. 
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The ttbove-mentiouctl number ol‘ IBJieels was collected and 
besides these two Patels ol‘ the village of" Nande in tlic 
Sawaldc Baree Purganruih became oui- accomplices to give 
us intelligence ; their names I do not know but they bore 
the relation to each other of uncle and nephew. Being all 
together we fii-sb plundered on Hie road a Jatra of Dewal- 
gaum at the boundary of Seonee ; but a detachment of the 
Surkar’s Sewars and Sipahies came after us and we fled from 
thence to the River Mehe below the ghauts. From this 
place we went to the village of Puttar Godra which is near 
Pimpree and within the Company’s territory. There we 
entered the jungles. At this time the two Patels of Nande, 
t>ur givers of intelligence, were with us. They told us of 
Hie village of Nande in the Sawulde Baree Purganuah in 
Sindia’s territory. We consequently in the evening attacked 
and plundered it. The Patels told us to burn it to the 
ground, but tliis we did not do. Leaving Nande we went 
to tlie Uhond Veclieerec nulla at Tondapoor, and then divided 
the booty into two .sbaves, one of which we gave to those 
two Patels and kept for ourselves that which remained, of 
which each man received his share. We then separated and 
each man went to his house. One month had elapsed when 
Shamjee Naik of the village of Bhaepoor sent a mang to 
Byria Naik and myself at tJic village of Bhaje Cheetzpoo. 
That mang told us that yiiainjee Naik of Seonee Bhakur 
sent intelligence that some wealthy tailors were coming to 
the Muswah bazaar. He, therefore, requested us to bring a 
band of men quickly. On hearing this Byria Naik and I 
took with us both the Bhecls of our own territory and those 
of the Company whose names are written down and went 
to the mountains of the Mhal of Vctal Warree where there 
are some vacated caves. At this place we met Changoo 
Naik and Shamjee Naik Bliokurdunwalla who had collected 
thirty men. Witli the Patels of Nande we amounted alto- 
gether to a band of about seventy men. The whole being 
assembled we remained that day there and ah night went 
to the village of Bhewpoor in the Bhokurdun Purgannah 
and remained in the jungle near that place. After staying 
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there a day and uiglit, \\c lay in wait carl^' near the Awhaiicy 
J*oad J there at about 9 o’clock in tlie morning we saw sonic 
merchants and attackcil and plundered them, tlicy were eight 
in number. Two of these iiicrcliants escaped with their 
horses, the remaining six we plundered. From them we took 
between (1500 and 1600) fifteen and sixteen hundred Chan- 
dore and Company’s rupees, some copper coin, dislies, cloths, 
and whatever property they had. From that place on that 
very day we fled to the deserted side of the Poornali River, 
near Bliokurdun, and had gone alioiit a cos when we fell in 
with two traders coming from that bazaar : these wc plun- 
dered. They had only forty rujiees and their wearing 
apparel which we took. Then wc went to the Loifc River 
where the sun set on us. At this spot Syria Naik and 
Shamjec Naik divided the spoil into two paits taking one 
for the Desmook of Pachoi’a’.s share. From the other they 
took their own shares and divided the remainder amongst 
us. We received twenty rupees each. The Naik gave a 
present of twelve rupees to the two Patels of Naiide for the 
intelligence they had furnished. After this Syria Naik, I, 
all our men who had been collected and Shamjec Naik 
Bhokurdunwalla returned to Bhaje Cheetzpoor in our own 
territories and Changoo Naik went into his own territory 
above the Ghauts. This is tlie history of that robbery. 

After this occurrence Byria Naik and I remained a few 
days at Bhaje Cheetzpoor. There the Nainic Patels sent 
intelligence to Changoo Naik that Captain Baillic Johnson 
Sahib had gone to Arungabad, that now was tlic time I'or 
work, and requested, therefore, that he would join them. 
This intelligence Changoo Naik sent to us by one of his 
own men. On hearing it, wc took with us our band and 
started. On approaching the Ghauts, we plundered a 
Bunia’s goor and wheat and taking what wc required foi 
food proceeded on our way to the village of Puttas, where 
wc remained concealed. At this time wc had nothing to cat 
and drink with us and, therefore, gave the wheat we had 
brought to the Patel of PuttM to be ground, which he 
caused to be done and we made bread and ate it. Starting 
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tlicnop ivp v.’onh lo I'.lic N’lindoo Ghaut lo plunrler that. road. 
There thirteen of the Sahib’s sowars wuiie in sight and 
we ininicdiatcly concealed our-sch'es in a ravine. When tlic 
sowars were gone that same day at about 3 o’clock in the 
afternoon we plundered a party of Momin.'s of Dewulgaum 
who were coming from the Ooroo.s (fair) at the village of 
Sungus. Twenty men frqin a village that was near came 
quickly to their as3i.stance and we began to fire at each 
other. Just at this time the sun set and during the night we 
returned to the place where we had taken our food. Here we 
remained one da 3 '. We afterwards went on the Kaheep Khair 
joad and plundered the people of that village coming from 
the Dcwalghaut Bazaar. We took the weapons of the 
Ilaheep Khair Chokydars and tying the men’.s arms behind 
their backs went away. At the spot where the Peepla Ghaut 
passes b^- Dhawra, we, in the evening, plundered some mer- 
chants. After this we went into the Furdapoor jungle and 
lialtcd. In consequence of the day having dawned we wont 
and remained in the Gundya Mountains, which are about two 
cos from Futdapoor. At night our band broke up and each 
man returned to his own house. About eight or ten days had 
elapsed when Byria Naik, Shamjee Kaik, with us and our 
people from below the ghauts, whose names are written 
above and besides these many poor people whoso names I do 
not know, amounting in all to about sixty or seventy men, 
plundered the Khandesh people, the families of the Desh- 
mooks of Burgaum, Parola, and several other people. This 
was done on the ghaut road leading to Chand Beebee’s 
.latra. The weapons and guns of the Seobundies who wore 
guarding the ghaut ivere forcibly taken from them by Byria 
Naik. During the tumult occasioned by this attack the 
people of a village about a co.s di.stant came running towards 
us blowing horns and beating drums with the intention of 
attacking us. We did not, however, fall into their hands and 
after exchanging a feiv shots the villagers left us. We then 
went to the mountains near the Fort of Untoor, where our 
band separated into two parties. Bju’ia Naik took the 
Khandesh Bhccl.s and plundered a marriage party near the 
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villagfc of Hiiksliii in tlio Toiiflii])ooi' GIi.tuL Oh t.lip glimifc 
Slianijoc \iiil» wit-Ji Imiul plinulprcd the Sconce hazaav, 
near Kalec Kuriii’. Wi' hlioii root'ivwl iiitolligcnce tliat a 
detachment of the Sahib’s troops was inarching to attack 
ns, and tliat Ranui Naik .TulkcowalJa also was bringing a 
body of men for the same purpose. The moment we heard 
this we fled all night and entering tlie Company’s territories 
halted on tlie bank of the River Girna. Then we learned 
that the intelligence of the Sahib’s and Rama Naik’s detach- 
ments being on the ra.ireb was falsi;. Ryria Naik anrl 
Shamjee Naik, therefore, ecilleei.efl Iwohiinrired men. I, at 
this time, informed them hliat I he Miateli of niy roo/' wanted 
I’cpairiug and I slioiild, therefore, leave them, whioli T did and 
went to my house. Whal was the design of By>‘ia Naik and 
Shamjee Naik and where they went to after eolleeting so 
• large a liaiul 1 do not know. I and my three eompanions 
who are now in Rhaje Clieeizpoor saw plainly that we 
could not possibly escape from the sudden attacks of the 
Sahib and consequently we resolved to go into the presence 
of the Sahih, through the instrumentality of Rama Naik. 
1 myself, therefore, went and remninetl at the village of 
Khooptec, where Rama Naik took me and brought mo to 
you. I have stated truly the wliolo of the eircumstanees 
w'hich occurred. 

Question , — Is what you have stated above the truth ? 

Answer . — It is true. 

Question . — ^\Vhat have you done with the })ropcrt.y you took in 
all the robberies you have mentioned ? 

Answer . — In the village of Garod Khaira in the Pachora Pur- 
gannah there is a celebrated Naikin and Karbaree of the 
name of Chcemee. To her we were in the practice of taking 
the plundered property. She divided it into two shares, one 
of which she gave to the Desmook of Pachora, taking from 
the other her own share, that of Byroo and Shamjee Naiks 
with the sum expended for ammunition and the rest was 
divided amongst us. Besides tliis, whatever gold and silver 
was brought, Avas, tlirougli the instrumentality of Cheemee 
Naikin, taken to a goldsinillA in the village of Nawce in the 
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I’achora. Purgannah and being broken up by him, tlic 
proceeds w'ere divided amongst us by the Naikin. 

Question . — Who were in the practice of giving you inbclligcnce 
of the movements of detachments and what was going on 
in the ghauts and round about ? 

Amieer . — Tlie two Naiidc Patels, whose names 1 have given above, 
were in the practice of furnishing us with intelligence from 
time to time. 

Question . — At the time you plundered the village of Nando wore 
Goonya and Gurdya Naiks and Koolal Julkcckur along with 
you or not ? 

Ansrtffir . — Gurdya and Goonya Naiks were with us when we 
plundered Nando. 

Question . — Was this Naik’s younger brother by name Tanya 
Naik an accomplice in the plunder of Nande or not 

Answer . — He was not. 

Question. — Whei’e is Tanya Naik now ? 

Answer . — He is with Byria Naik. 

Question . — Where was Byida Naik with his band when you left 
him i* 

Answer . — Byria Naik having collected a band of from one to two 
hundred men was at the village of Wai’gaum in the Pachora 
Puj'gannah in Sindia’s territory. It was his intention to 
collect more men when I left liini and came home. He was 
collecting a very large band. I, therefore, tliought it very 
probable that one day we sliould all be caught. The fear of 
this induced me to quit him and go liome. I w'as present at 
Pachora, when two or three letters from tlie Sahib were 
received by the Maniletdar of that place, the sense of which 
Avas, that the Bheels of liis district were plundering. The 
Mamlctdar read those letters and then tore them to pieces 
ill my presence saying to Byria Naik and the others that 
until there ivas evidence against us he would not permit us 
to be seized. 

Question . — Of wdiat caste are the people of Byria’s band ? 

Answer . — There is a Mang, two Mahrattas, and Bheels, besides 
these Murrcc Bhecleen of the Ootraii Purgannah in the 
Company’s territory brought to B^’ria’s band about forty 

22 
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notol'ious Bhcel robbers mid murderers. In addition to these 
more Bhccla were expected to join him from the Satpoora 
Mountains, but their caste or whether tliey came or not I do 
not know. Murree’s husband, having coiuinitted some great 
robbery, had been caught and sent to Dlioolia, for this 
reason Murree brought forty men to Byria. 

Question . — Where does Byria Naik usually reside ? 

Answer . — He frequently lives at Wuzur Khaira in Sindia’s 
territory, where there is a I'cmalc distiller who makes excellent 
spirits and for whom he has a regard, 
j Question . — Were the six Bheels I showed to you Byria’s asso- 
ciates P 

Answer . — The six Bheels Sahib showed to me are not Byria’s 
companions, but the associates of Sco Ram Naik. Let the 
Sahib ascertain the truth of what I now say. I have stated 
all I know. 

Date as above — ^Mark of the bow being the signature of Fu- 
kecra alias Andcla Naik Wullud Luddo Naik Bhecl, inhabi- 
tant of the village of Cheetzpoor in Siudia’s territory. 



Witness Ram Naik Watchman of the village of Julkee in the 
Dhowra Purgannah in Sindia’s territory at present in the 
abovenientioned cantonment. 

Translation of a deposition of Duggroo Wd. Junglya before 
Captain Johnston on the above date. 

Deposes — Kapsca Naik told me to go and join Byria Bhecl 
Naik’s gang and get all information about it and him and 
to tell him that Byria's nephew had run off with my woman. 
On this pretence I went and joined the gang for 20 days 
and observed as follows— that since Byria Bhecl Naik escaped 
from Hyderabad he joined Sewram Naik and Sewrain and 
Chimmee Naikin and her husband Mookya of Goradkhcra 
of Pachora Perguunah. They with Byria and Pachora Desh- 
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mook and Munsaram Patcel of Wnrkhcrce and Daggroo 
Patcel of Wungaum and Roopcrca Sonar of Wungauin all 
assembled at one spot in Pachora and they ^dI consulted 
together and took the oath together of the “ Bel Bandara ” ■’ 
then the Deshmook and two Pateels and Sonar above men- 
tioned told Byria that whatever you rob and bring you take 
all the old clothes yourself and all the gold and silver, pots 
and pans, you take two “ hissa ” (shares) and we take one 
hissa and we will give you protection and give j'ou up to no 
one and give no information of you, ‘but you must not i’ob 
in Scindia’s and British country. This was all agreed to. 
After Captain Johnston had gone to Byzapoor, Byria and 
Sewram Naiks assembled TO persons and robbed, on the 
Waggree Ghaut, the Dcwalghaut Mussahnen, and- then went 
and hid in the Boheenkhera jungle and after thi'ee days 
attacked and robbed the DeAvalghaut people going to Ro- 
hcenkhcra, and the gang then went in the jungle of Sargaura 
I'lii^ganah Mulcapoor. Then a Mhar told them the Sahib 
was coining to seize them, and the gang broke up, and when 
Ihc Sahib went to Piinpulgaum Raja then Sewram and 
Byrui Naiks went to the hills of Goiroo Matagaum, and 
hearing of troops coming against them they dispersed and 
a part of the gang went to Ijonar IMchkur and the rest of 
the gang rested near Nurkhcra in a “ Scindc bunrl ” and 
afterwards attacked and robbed the marriage party on the 
Tondapoor Ghaut, and the Adjunta B.azaav people on the 
road and the gang then fled into Scindia’s country and near 
Wujjur Kh era at a place called Bilkorah assembled 200 or 
300 people. The Sahib’s troops came to Mulcapur and the 
Maliar of IMulcapoor ran and told Byria Naik of it and 
the gang di.sperscd and after this they attacked ami robbed 
the ( hand Bebee (Thanh and the pro])crty they lirought into 
the Pachora jungle and seiuling Chinnnie Naikin to the 
village called the Deshmook, pateels and sonar as before 
written to the Naik, and they made three “ hissa ” of pro- 
perty of which the Deshmook, etc., took one hissa and Byria 
Naik took two hissa. The fire arms of the Sebundies of 
('hand Bebee (Jhaut arc now in Budganin umul Scindia wifcli 
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Duggi’oo P.'dccl and this T’iitccl also got. .sjiarc; of the plunder, 
and some of the property' he has in his house now — 

Question . — You said llyria Naik assembled a gang in Bil kora 
in Pacliora, then how many assembled and their caste ? 

Answer . — About 200 Bheels and 2 or 3 Maharattas and 7 iMaugs. 

Question . — How long did the gang of Bheels remain at Bilkora ? 

Answer . — About i or 5 dsiys. 

Question . — Who fed them ? 

Answer .- — The villagers of AVujjurkhera, Tvcuarkliera, ''rurrul- 
khera of Scindiah in Pachora. 

Question . — Do you know the Mang who took information to 
By ria from Mulcapoor ? 

• J 

' Answer . — I know not his name but I can recognise him, and all 

the Mangs of that Perganna always gave Byria information 
of ti’oops and therefore Byria gave them some of the stolen 
property. 

In 184-Ji C.'aptain Graham finally' left the corps, being appointed 
Commissioner of Police, Bombay, and Captain Morris rasumed the 
command. On leaving, he w'as asked to write a history of oi)era- 
tions among the Bhils up ho date. He did so, and the report was 
printed. It contains an admirable precis of the operations, of which 
some extracts may be quoted. The 3 ’' endorse as well as supplement 
what has been described in former chapters. 

1825. 

A serious insurrection takes place in Bauglan. Sewrain, a black- 
smith, producing forged pajjers from the Rajah of Sattara, 
entices the Bauglan Bheels to his standard, his intrigues 
extending to the Dhaung and Satjjoora range. xVttacks and 
plunders Untapoor with a party of 800 men .and earri('s off 
the spoil to the Hill Fort of Molair. 

Ray Sing thrc.-itens the purgunnahs of Kannapoor .and Pimjilee 
and the Daung Bheels appe.ar in force .at the P.isscs. A 
detachment of the Loc.al Regiment arrives in time to repel 
an attack on the town of iMolair, and shortlj' after Lieute- 
nant Outr.am surprises .and disperses the insurgents and 
recovers a great deal of the plundei-. 

Sewram is seized and sent in by Govind Naik, .and the greatei- 
portion of the Bheels who had been engaged in the rebellion 
c.aine in and received pardon, manj- agreeing to set up 
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ploughs ; the necessary arrangements are made by Mr. Gra- 
ham, the 9nd Assistant Oollector. 

The country still continues in a very disturbed state and crime 
docs not decrease. The formation of a Bheel Corps together 
with conciliatory measures ordered by the Court of Directors. 

Cliains of military posts are established along the foot of the 
Hills to intercept supplies and to act immediately upon 
information. 

The village Patels discovered to be in league with the Bhccls. 
Robberies and murders still frequent and roads entirely unsafe. 

Lieutenant Outram after incredible diflficulty succeeds in obtain- 
ing a few recruits. 

1826. 

A gang plundered Burgaon. 

The Scindwa Ghaut shut by Dhun Sing and Soobhania returned 
. from transportation. 

Sooltanpoor plundered. 

Depredations from the Daung. 

Detachments sent against Devdiund and 30 of his followers 
killed in Sooltanpoor, but Soobhania repulses the party of 
regulars sent against him, wounding 22 sepoys and some 
horses. 

The Loharrn Bhccls plundering the country. 

Detachments sent against them, the Deshmooks discovered as 
countenancing the Bheel plunderers. 

Bodwur disturbed by large gangs. 

1827. 

A gang formed under Khundoo and Mahadeo, near Scindwah 
attacks the village of Boorwarrcc. Lieutenant Outi’am witli 
a detachment of the Bheel Corps surprises them after a 
night’s march, the gang is completely dispersed with the 
loss of one of its leaders killed and several of the followers, 
A Jemedar and 7 of the corps wounded on this occasion. 
The troops of the Line are relieved from outpost duty by 
the Bheel Corps. 

1828. 

The Collector reports that for the last six montlis the country 
has for the first time during 23 years enjoyed I’epose. 
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The Bheel Corps is employed throughout the Province In pur- 
suing foreign marauders, escorting prisoners and treasure, 
and furnishing outposts in situations where no one can exist 
during the rains except natives of the spot. 

18S9. 

No complaint preferred during tire season against any member 
of the corps. 

A school established at Head Quarters, to teach the Bheel sepoys 
and tlieir children. 

The Daung Bheels plunder the village of Nagguree and Chore- 
war. Bheel parties are pasted along the frontier to prevent 
further aggressions until the season admits of military 
operations. 

The magistrate reports the great decrease of crime throughout 
the Agencies and bears testimony to the high character the 
Bheel Corps has gained. Large gangs assemble on the 
frontiers, restrict their depredations to the Nizam’s territo- 
ries, and are dispersed after much trouble. 

1830. 

All the available force of the Bheel corps and Auxiliary Horse, 
togetlier with a strong detachment of regular troops, march 
on the Daung. A .severe and harassing campaign ensues, 
owing to the excessively difficult nature of the country, the 
rapid movement.? of the Bheels and the assistance universally 
afforded to the enemy by the Guicowar’s officers. 

Every chief was, however, at length seized and brought to Khan- 
desh, where the claims of each' were thoroughly sifted and 
settled. 

Great sickness prevailed amongst the troops after their return 
from the Daung. 

The cultivating Bheels in the agency gradually progressing in 
the work of reformation. 

1831. 

The Turvees are in a very disturbed state plundering the North- 
east part of the Province. A detachment of Bheel Corps is 
marched under Lieutenant Outram to Yawal, 469 Turvees 
are apprehended and 158 sentenced by the Criminal Judge, 
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Major Oviiiis reports the increasing prosperity and reform- 
ation of liis colonics and the total success which has crowned 
his arduous labours. 64<1 Oheels at the plough. 

80!^-i Beegas under cultivation. 

183 ^. 

Province remains quiet. 

The Bhcel Corps entrusted with tlic charge of the District 
Treasuries. 

113 villages I'c-establislied in Chalccsgaon, Bhui'gaon and Jaiii- 
nair. 

1833. 

The ^ Naiks Eesniah and Hutniah plunder several villages in the 
Sooltanpoor district. A large detachment of Bheel Corps and 
Horse penetrate the Saatpoora Mountains, scour the strongest 
pusses, to the banks of the Nerbudda, and seize the two 
insurgent Chiefs together with all the Naiks engaged in 
the disturbance. 533 Jaglias established in the Southern 
Agency. 

1835. 

Parties of the Bheel Corps distinguish themselves at Boorhan- 
poor, Ooinerawutty, and Aurungabud, in apprehending 
Thugs. 

1836. 

The Bheel Corps having now ai'rived at a perfect state of dis- 
cipline, and containing within itself such a number of influen- 
tial persons of each tribe in the Province, no individual can 
remain in the country at large, if his apprehension be 
required by the magistrate. 

1839. 

A Regiment of the Line withdrawn from the Province. 

1840. 

Purtab Sing Rajah of Umallee, Southern Daung, allows his 
followers to plunder British villages and refuses to obey the 
summons of the magistrate. 

The Bheel Agent with a small party of the Corps and Horse, 
after a forced march of 60 miles, surprises his principal 
location and seizes his family, flocks and arms. Purtab Sing 
surrenders at disci’ctiou on tlie following day. 
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A company of Bhecls for the protection of his frontier raised 
by his Highness the Nizam. 

18 ^ 11 . 

A large party of Bheels from the province of Ahmednugger, 
plundered the Government Treasury at Pimpulnair, which 
had been left without adequate means of defence. 

The marauders followed over the border by a party of the Bhcel 
Corps, much intelligence obtained, together with a portion of 
the plunder, and with the assistance of the civil authorities 
at Alimednugger, the gang was eventually secured. 

Bhamnia Naik attacks a village in Sooltanpoor. The Bheel Agent 
moves through the Saatpoora against the insurgents^ 

Bhamnia shot near the banks of tlie Nerbudda and all the Chiefs 
of the Saatpoora range who had been engaged in the foray 
. of Khandesh, seized and brought to Dhoolia. 

The Mowass Chiefs threaten aggression, but on the appearance 
of a small force of Horae, and Bheels, surrender themselves to 
the Bheel Agent. 

During tlic I’ains of 1844 a rumour was hoard of outrages in 
the Akrani, committed by a gang led by the son of Bhamya; who 
had been defeated in 1841. The rumour was exaggei’ated, and no 
expedition actually set out, though preparations were made. 

In the spring of 1845 news was brought that llaghoji Bangrya, 
a Koli rebel from the Konkan, was likely to find a refuge in the 
Dangs and Baglan. He was said to have made an alliance w’ith the 
local Bhil Cliiefs. Captain Morris thereupon assembled a force of 
regular Bhils, and inai'ched to Jaykheda, the place where Outram 
camped in 1825 on his way to Mulher. He brought in the principal 
Bhil Chieftain, and for a while awaited developments. The peace of 
Khandesh indeed was secured by his movements, but Raghoji 
remained a menace to the Northern Konkan and Nasilc, and it is a 
matter for credit to Khandesh and its Bhil Corps, that Government 
asked that Captain Morris might be deputed, witli a contingent of 
his corps, to Nasik and the surrounding country with the object of 
crushing Raghoji's rcbeliion. The contingent marked as absent on 
duty in the Deccan with Captain Morris was 175 strong. It 
remained well on into the rains in the Ghauts, and though Captain 
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Morris was not successful in seizing Kaghoji, yet he and liis men 
seem to liaxe put an end to the armed rebellion, for they were allowed 
to return in July with the thanks of Government for their w'ork. 

In this year two additional companies were levied for the Corps, in 
consideration ol' its taking over the duty of garrisoning the fort of 
Hindva. In spite of the large detachment sent xvith Captain Morris, 
it was found jiossihlc to find a party of 25 men to operate against 
a gang of marauders in the West Satpuras. 

Hitherto the Corps had been armed with flint locks, but now 
the issue of “ percussion fire ai'ins ” was begun. 

The Western Hhil agency was re-established in 1845 by order of 
the Governor-General in Council, and Lieutenant Rose was appoint- 
ed Agent, retaining the position of 3rd in command of the Corps. 
I’rom tliis time onwards the European officers of the Corps were 
theoretically as under. 

Commandant. Headquarters, Dharangaon. Also Assistant 
Magistrate and Bhil Agent for Eastern Satpura.s. 

2nd in command. Headquarters, Kaimad. Also Assistant 
Magistrate and Bhil Agent for the Satmalas. 

3rd in command. Headquarters, Nandurbar. Also Assistant 
Magi.strate and Western Bhil Agent. 

Adjutant. Headquarters, Dharangaon. Nominally also Assistant 
Magistrate and Assistant Bhil Agent, but practically in charge of 
the regimental work of the Corps. 

The 2nd and 3rd in command xx’cre move occupied by civil than 
military duties. They had it is true many outposts under them 
xvhich they inspected. But they wer'c seldom on duty with the batta- 
lion as a xvhole, or xvith any considerable part of it, on active service. 

The above was the theoretical arrangement. As a matter of fact 
generally there was one or more of the officers sick or on leave, and 
duties had to be duplicated. In fact, on one occasion in 1844, there 
being no Adjutant appointed, and Captain Auld having gone on 
short leave. Captain Morris found himself absolutely alone, and filled 
the offices of Commandant, 2ud in command. Adjutant, Eastern and 
Southern Bhil Agent, 'rhcrc is little to be wondered at in his 
having entered a protest. 

After resuming Command of the corps on his return from the 
Deccan, Captain Morris anjd his pfScers appear to have been fully 
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occupied ill orgiinizatioii, botii military and civil. There wu!> a bud 
season in 18 16, when crops failed ah least partially. Lieutenant Hose 
111 the west started a legal campaign against the grain dealers, M’lio 
exasperated the Bhlls by selling bad corn at exorbitant rates. His 
efforts met with no support from Government. 

riic name of Kliaja Sing of the Simlva Pass again comes to 
notice, for he was seized by a Colonel murcliiiig tlirougli, and forcibly 
detained until he shewed some shikar. Khuja Sing considered his 
treatment to have been most undignified, and protested. 

Captain Morris, with ever increasing work in supplying out- 
posts and travelling guards, had a hard fight to keep his corps clothed 
and supplied. Every indent for supplies was cavilled at or cut down, 
his riglit to tents was coiitcstc<l, he was deprlr’ed of his camp lascars, 
in short, the Corps would have been starved to death had the Coni- 
niandant not eoiite-stod every point. 

Though reports were continually made of the increasing secu- 
rity of the country, the attached report from Lieutenant Roso shews 
only too clearly that Government were still apprchciisive of danger 
from the Bhils. 

SiK, 

In reply to your letter No. 116Jf, dated the 6Ui instant, request- 
ing iny opinion on the Suttana Mamletdar'a Kutcherry and its 
defences, I have the honor to state that I consider the Kut- 
cherry itself to be on a par with the generality of those 
throughout the Province. 

^ The defences of all the treasuries that I have seen arc more or 
less incomplete and defective, including tliose at Suttana, the 
new wall surrounding the Kutcherry being too low in some 
parts especially in rear of the building to present even a 
moderately effectual barrier against any one desirous of 
effecting an entry. 

3 The wall appears to me to have another great defect in the 
loop holes having been constructed too near the ground and 
ot an improper size, for from being only breast high outside 
as well us inside and oi dimensions which almost entitled them 
to the name of embrasures they afford equal, if not greater 
facilities for attack than for defence. 
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4 Happily the occuvrciu’o of such an event is most. Improhahle, 

but. if ever a gang of maraudcr.s similar to that which plun- 
tiered the Pimpulnair Trea.surv, some yoar.s hack, was to attack 
the treasure at Suttena, they would be able to hand in arms 
to the prisoners that might be in confinement (frotn the 
position of the pri.son house air hoic.s or windows, being 
formed like the loopholes already referred to) or from the 
outside they could murder every prisoner and pick off with 
their matehlock.s the guard and everyone within the enclo- 
sure. 

5 As a remedy I would suggest that the present loopholes 

should be built up, and others opened at such a height in the 
wall, as would preclude tho.se outside from obtaining except 
by the use of lathlers or other artificial me.ans, a view of the 
Kutcherry courtyard, while those in.sidc might be enabled lo 
fire through the loopholes by means of a wide step or ban- 
quette. 

fi The prison air holes would be raised in proportion, but with- 
out the step, so as to prevent its inmates conversing with 
their friends and receiving anything from w’ithout, and where 
the wall is deficient in height it ought to be made higher. 

I have the honour to be 
Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

.1. ROSE, I.iEUT., 

Bheel Affent, W. D. 

Dhoolia, 10th August, 1847. 

Satana is .still the licad(|uart.crs of the Raglan Tnluka, and 
within the last few' years the office reported on w'.as still in use, and 
was noteworthy because the treasure room had a frontage of w'hat 
appeared to be iron bars, but re.ally were the barrels of old jcicnils, 
said to have been captured at MulhcrFoi-t. rrolmbly they were ac- 
tual relics of Outrani’s short cfimpaign in ISSfi. 

The detachment of Poona Irregular Horse in the Province had 
hitherto formed the mounted Police. Theoretically under command 
of the f'oionel at Sirur, the men in Kh.inde.sh were responsible for 
all practical purposes to none but the local civil and military officers, 
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for whom they furnished escorts, rode with despatches and did 
other miscellaneous duties. In all the Bhil Corps campaigns Inthev- 
to, a few sowars had accompanied the troops, and liad been most 
useful for pui’poses of reconnoitring and intelligence. Now, how- 
ever, it was decided to solidify and concentrate tlie regiment. All dis- 
tricts were ordered to send in returns of the men of the Poona 
Irregular Horse serving in their limits, specifying their 
numbers, stations, and duties. In Khandesh more were employed 
than anywhere else, owing, as the returning officers stated, to 
the extent of the Province, the long foreign frontier, and 
the necessity for frequent field operations. Captain Morris suggest- 
ed that the horsemen in the Province should be withdrawn from the 
Poona Irregular Horse, and attached to the Bhil Corps as a mount- 
ed troop. But it was decided to place the sowars under an European 
officer from Sirur. This arrangement was unfortunate, for it caused 
a body of about 250 men, separated up into small detachments, vary- 
ing f roni three to thirty strong, who were generally stationed in places 
where were already larger infantry detachments, to be under a 
command entirely independent from that under which the infantry 
outposts w'orked. Yet in each small station the Bhil Corps and sowars 
had to work together. It is a matter for wonder that there were no 
quarrels betAveen the officers and men. Probably the local knoAvlcdgc 
and good feeling of the officers prevented this. But AA'hcrc a com- 
bined cavalry and infantry corps might have been so distributed as 
to serve the outposts Avithout complaint, the diA'ision of the two 
forces produced .i series of murmurs from the officers of both, 
stating tile excessive number of outposts to be maintained and re- 
lieved, and the impossibility of assembling any quantity of their 
men at headquarters for instruction. 

The anomalous position of the Bhil agents also gave rise to 
trouble. Civilly speaking, the Eastern, Southern, and Western 
Agents Avere all equal as Assistant Magistrates. Yet the first aaus eoni- 
mandant, and the other two 2nd and 3rd in command of the same 
corps. Both civil and military duties had to do exclusively Aiith 
Bliils. It is not surprising that unseemly disputes arose. Long cor- 
respondences ensued Avbich only embittered the parties) and refer- 
unces were made to Government rc.sulting in seA'erc Aviggings for all 
concerned. A large part of the files of this period is concerned with- 
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these quarrels. They are not to the credit of the Corps and 
are best passed over in silence. An instance may liowever be given, 
without mentioning the names of the officers, who were without 
doubt gallant men and time, and to stigmatize whom is not the 
object of this book. A Bhil agent was going his rounds, and 
noticed that a frontier post of importance was in the hands of 
a Bhil Havildar who was addicted to drink. He wrote to the 
Collector, saying that the habits of Bhils were well known, and 
recommending that the post be commanded by a Pardeshi Havildar. 
The Collector asked the Commandant for his remarks. The 
Commandant resented his Bhils being called drunkards and asked 
the AgenJ. (also an officer of the corps) to refrain from addressing 
the Collector on' matters relating to the conduct of men in the 
corps. The Agent asserted, his right of reporting abuses to the 
Collector, and so the quarrel went on. It resulted in the Agent 
formally aud forcibly cutting his Commanding Officer dead in the 
house of a mutual friend in Malcgaon, and when called on for an 
e.xplanation, stating that he was acting as a civil rather than a 
military officer. This paltry affair was reported at great length to 
Government and a most sensible chastisement was administered to 
all concerned. The officer was reprimanded for his gross breach of 
discipline and courtes3-, the Commandant for taking undue offence 
on behalf of the corps at what was meant merely as an 
honest report of an abuse, and the Collector for not having 
brought the two parties togethci’ at an earlj' stage and so prevented 
the coht'irtuancc of a inost unseemly squabble. 

T.ooking back over the years, and assuming that only five 
officers could be .spared for the Bhil Agcncic.s and for guarding the 
Province, it seems as though a better ari’angemeiit would have been 
to place two officers on purely civil duty, and leave the remaining 
three to manage the foi'ces. 

Still, in spite of friction between the Poona Horse and the 
Bhil Corps, or tlm Agents and the (Commandant, it must not be 
assumed that the officers were so idle that they had nothing-, to do 
but quarrel. Rather it should be said that their distance one from 
another, involving little conversation and much offieial corres- 
pondence, the hardness of their duties, and tJie badness of the 
climate, rendered them more hard ami exacting tliaii they would 
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have been, liarl they har! a comfortable mess in which to meet every 
evening, and dissolve their disputes in a friendly glass. 

A letter of Captain Morris in 184*7, gives a fair idea of the 
scope of duty exacted from the Bhil Corps. 

To. 

W. W. BELL, EsaH., 

Macistrate, 

IvHAxnESir. 

Sir, 

In reply to 3mur letter of the 30th ultimo, \o. 1619, calling 
for information how often the outposts of the Bheel Corps 
are relieved, I have the honour to offer the following infor- 
mation. 

Strength in Privates 760 in 184*0, apd one post relieved out of 
17 posts. 

Strength in Privates 77.7 in 184*1, and two posts relieved out of 
19 posts. 

Strength in Privates 777 In 1843, and five posts relieved out of 
SO posts. 

Strength in Privates 788 in 184!1, and four posts relieved out of 
36 posts. 

Strength in Privates 788 in 1844, and eight posts relieved out 
of 38 posts. 

Strength in Privates 79.5 in 1847, and six posts relieved out of 
30 posts. 

Strength in Priv.ates 987 In 1846, and eight posts relieved out 
of 37 posts. 

Strength in Privates 987 in 1847, and eleven posts relieved out 
of 41 posts. 

I beg at the same time to add that for the last ten vears, con- 
tinual service on the border and elsewhere has called for 
strong detachments of the corps or move posts would have 
been relieved. In 1840 operations against the Piinpulnair 
gang, and in the Daung by Captain Graham ; in 1841 ope- 
rations against Bhamnia Naik on the Ncvbudda by Captain 
Mprrisj in 1843 operations against Venkat Row’s band and 
Bickaya Bagchand, N'aik of Gondkotc; in 184.3 ditto ditto 
against Rangya and Chamarya Naiks in 1844 operations 
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agiiijist llyo Niiik ol' tljc Dungs uml Koor Wassuwiili and 
lluiiii of Booduwiil and Sdndiah’s drstrictB of Yuwal and 
Pacliora; in 18-1.5 operations in tJic Kunkan and Deccan ; in 
181G operations against Koor Wassawali and I’olitical 
employ in Boriianpoor. These left no available incii for 
regnlar reliefs and could scarcely meet the casualties occurr- 
ing on the numerous posts. 

1 have the honor to be 
Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Sd.) W. T. MORRIS, Captain 

Dhl iiuangau.\i ] Comvmndlng Bhccl Corps. 

IQtfi December LS47. j 

The years 1817-1819 'produced no active service. Though the 
Bhil Agents changed, Captain Morris remained Commandant, and 
Lieut. d’Arcy, Adjutant. Day by day the corps became more like 
what is now known as armed police, and the Poona Horse detachment 
more and more resembled mounted police. The Bhils on the frontier 
were quiet, which was extremely fortunate, for Government entirely 
ignored the maxim ‘ si z'is pacem, bcllam para,’ and in view of the 
peaceful times began to cut ilown cxpcniliturc on police, while 
adding to it in other ways. Foui-tccn nea ti’casurics were opened, 
each, of course, recpiiring a guard. Yet the sowars of the Poona 
Horse were cut down in numbers from S50 to !200, and the Com- 
mandant of the Bhil Corps was ordered to entertain no more recruits 
until liis regiment wifs reduced to the numbers of 1838. Captain 
Morris stootl up manfully for the rcijuircments of the province. 
He stated that an increase to the corps luid been sanctioned for the 
purpose of garrisoning Sindva Fort, but that the extra men had 
never gone there, because before they could start, they were requi- 
sitioned for other duties. He urged the increase in number of the 
guards required of him, and the reduction of the sowars, and finally 
succeeded in getting Government to .allow him to keep up his 
strength. There arc many allusions to extra duties. The Sessions 
Judge made a tour in the province and required a strong guard of 
horse and foot. The Civil Engineer had a travelling treasure chest 
and demanded men to guard it. Prisoners were employed in the 
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open .on public H‘oi‘k.s, and needed to be watched. All these thin^.s 
are matters of commonplace now-da \s, i)iit: were innovations at 
that time. 'I'o supply demand.s of the kind is part of the regular 
work of a Superintendent of Police at the present day. In fact, 
the correspondence of the period .shows the regular evolution of the 
Pax Britannica out of the anarchy of the Peshwa’.'? Government. 
The Bhil Corjis was raised to defend the frontiers against marauding 
gangs from the hills. Only incidentally was it asked to do police 
duty in the plains. As the mountain freebooters were reduced, 
killed, or brought to pcaceftil pursuits, the warlike duties of the 
corps diminished, while its routine increased. Sindia’s territory 
in C'hopda Yaval and Pachora was annexed, and British Government 
was introduced into them without even tlie suggestion of an increase 
to the Bhil Corps. The small number of men at headquarters 
available for drill, owing to the inci’easing outpost duty, is a constant 
cause of complaint. A long correspondence is recorded as to the 
unification of police unifoi-m all over the presidency. In this 
connexion Captain Moi’ris has some interesting remarks as to ac- 
coutrements, particularly as to the advantages of cross belts over 
waist belts. 

To 

A. ELPHINSTOME, Esnii., 

Maoistkatk, 

IVHAXDESH. 

SiH, 

With reference to your endoi'sciuciit No. 613 dated 16th May, 
1849, forwarding for my report a correspondence from the 
several Commandants of the Police Corps under thi.s presi- 
dency on the subject of a uniform dress and Equipment for 
the police iu general I have the honour to submit the 
following opinion after an ^lttentivc perusal of tlic whole 
correspondence which I have appended. 

8 The accompanying reports would appear to dwell more on the 
kin<l of dress for police corps than enter into detailv 
as to the expense of the same, and it will he in consequence 
■.difficult to arrive af a comparative e.stimatc of expense of 
the ;clothing of them without further references, which I 
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do not feel authorized to make as tliis report lias already 
been long under reply. 

3 The statement No. 1 will show the different opinions of the 
above olHccrs on the dress and cquiqmcnts which they 
consider most adapted to the police, and statement No. 2 
will sliow that which I reconnnend for adojitiou. 

k The annual average cost of a uiiiforni according to the 
slatenient No. ~ will be for each gnule as follows: — 

Ks. a. p. 

yiicll jacket for Native Officers of sobedars’ 
rifle green cloth, facings black with black 
'* silk braid on breast ... ... ... 8 15 k 

tShell jacket for Havildars of Havildars’ rifle 
green cloth, facings black with black cotton 
braid etc. ... ... ... ... ... 5 9 9 

Shell jacket for rank and file of privates’ rifle 
green cloth, facings black with black cotton 
braid, etc. ... ... ... ... 15 0 

Rifle green coloiu’ed puggree for Havildars ... 0 4 0 

Rifle green coloured puggree for rank and file .0 2 0 

5 These are the only articles of dress I recommend to be supplied 

at the Government expen.se annuall 3 ' j the jacket to bo 
furnished by the Ariii^- Clothing Agent, the puggree to bo 
purchased bj' the Commandants of each I’olicc Corps at the 
market price, for which they arc lo submit annual con- 
tingent bills to Goveriinieiit. 

6 If at the cud of the Aear anv' of the jackets issued by 

Govenmicnt to the men are found to be in good condition 
and considered likely to lust for another jear, I recommend 
that instead of those jackets a pair of dark green cloth 
pantaloons for wet and cold weather, be indented for by the. 
several Commandants, by Avhicli means the men will be 
gradually supplied with cloth pantaloons without expense 
either to Goverinneiit or to themselves, and it would 
encourage the men to take good care of their clothes. 
One pair of dark dungaree pantaloons ought to be yearly 
made at Government expense for the dry season as is the 
custom at present. 
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7 The police of a country must be in conformity with the 

ideas of tlic people aiul uiiifonnity of appearance not only 
cnliauces the character and inij)ortance of sucli a body of 
men, jiarticularly in India, but it carries the respect of the 
people with it by evincing the care Government bestow on 
them. 

8 The police must be as much a military body in feeling and 

appearance as possible. It will make them behave them- 
selves better on ordinar 3 ’ dutj', and more dashingly' in the 
held. If these principles arc thoroughlj' established in everv' 
Police Corps they will act on emei'gcnc\' with the Regular 
Army or be able of themselves lo preserve the tranquillity of a 
zillah wlicn the Regular Armj' is absent on "ilistanL service, 
which must in the present time alwa vs Ijc kept in view in 
India, therefore, both drill and discipline are absolutelj' 
necessary and must be maintained. 

9 It will be perceived in the several o^^inions expressed by 

Commandants of Police Corps that the jacket is in as much 
favour as the Ungrica, the Kluuulcsh, Nuggur, and Ratna- 
gherry Commandants wish for the former,, while the Guzerat, 
Poona, and Concan Commandants arc in fuv our of the latter. 

10 It docs not matter how a man is dressed when under lire, if lie 

can be distinguished from the cnemj', but it does materially 
signify how men arc dressed in marching and manoeuvring 
over mountains and through jungles ; for instance, sportsmen 
clothe themselves in as close cut jackets and pantaloons as 
possible when their line of sport is in dense jungles ; and 
with such au example before them, I do not understand why 
the ungrica should be in so much favor, as the skirts of it 
arc liable to catch and be torn in the jungle and impede 
tlic pi'ogrcss of the men. 

11 Besides, in a martial police everything should be in conformity 

with the character it has to support ; and as our national 
infuntiy dress is either tlie jacket or coat, a similar pattci'ii 
introduced into the police will give them more the apjjcarance 
of Government servants than an Ungrica. 

IS Natives associate tlie red coat with a disciplined bodj' of 
Government troops, and a sepoy of the Line seldom travels 
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■vvithout his red coat or else his regimental cap or some 
part of his regimental dress, because any one article which 
assimilates itself to what is in use in regimentals, is a safe 
guard to him on his journey. So in the police, it secures , 
them the respect which is generally acknowledged and paid by 
. natives to Government servants, and at the same time enables 
the natives to recognize them as belonging to a particular 
body, 

13 If the Ungrica is preferred because it is easily opened or 

taken off when marching, I decidedly object to it as ' 
ynmilitary and destructive of discipline. Police must be 
either disciplined or not ; if the former, maintain it in all its 
branches or have none at all ; half discipline not only ruins 
the character of good men, but it breeds dissensions and 
irrcgularit 3 ' and turns them into a rabble, and they become 
useless as sentries, useless on parade, and a curse to the 
districts they act in, by exacting gratuitous food, etc., from 
tlie villagers. Besides, the jacket has tlie advantage of 
being the cheaper of the two articles. 

14 The opinion about accoutrements is equally divided. The 

Guzerat, Poonah and the Rutnagherry Commandants are 
ill favour of one belt and a waist belt; the Konkan Comman- 
dant wishes only for a waist belt, while the Ivhandcsh and 
Nugger Commandants arc for cross belts. 

15 I form mj’’ opinion from actual service, and if the other 

Commandants have been in the field so long or so often as the 
Khandesh Corps, it rests for Government to decide the ques- 
tion. I am decidedly in favour of the cross belt, and when on 
service in the Konkan, Nugger and Poona Districts in 1845, 
I remember in the strong mountains of the Hurree Chundcr 
part of the Syadree Range Captain Simpson of the Nugger 
Police Corps, who was with me on service, from seeing how 
much better the Bheels worked than his men and learning 
from them that it was the difference of accoutrements 
immediately had his men sujjplicd with cross belts in lieu of 
the waist belt. This is a recent occurrence. 

16 Some years ago I also remember a reference from Government 
on this subject was made to Captain Graham, my predecessor,. 
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and he not only supported the system of cross belts, 
but I believe proved that the plan of cross bolts nas intro- 
duced into Europe in preference to the waist belt, as reliev- 
ing the soldier of the weight of balled ainniunition on 
his loins, and placing it equally on its proper place, the 
shoulders. 

17 It is argued in the accompanying correspondence that crosr> 

belts will only admit of the men sleeping in one positionj 
but if the waist belt portion is taken olF,, the men can shift 
the pouch and baj’onct belts as they like and still have the 
belt attached to the body, but a waist belt with its' cartridge 
box and bayonet attached must be taken off to give relief to 
the person and is then liable to be walked off with altogether 
and stolen and the wearer of it rendered useless, for natives 
are so careless as to require to have everything thought of 
for tliem by their officers. 

18 The sword bayonet appears to be preferred by most of the 

Commandants and I also think that it is preferable to a 
common sword, but if the Guzerat police find the sword 
more adapted to their duties than the bayonet, the sword 
bayonet can be detached and will answer the purjiose of a 
sword, but if they choose to carry besides another sword oJ‘ 
their selection and pattci'n, they should not be hindered 
doing so. 

19 With regard to shoes or sandals for police men, it does not 

signify much which is in use as the sepoy can take his proper 
cadence on parade with one as well as another and in the 
field both are equally good, though the former is more easily 
put on and off than the latter. 

20 Either cloth or dungaree pantaloons should always be worn 

except on field service, and even then if it is in the open 
country-. 

21 My reasons for the puggaree being the established head-dress 

of police are assigned in my memorandum of the 3rd 
November 18-J<8, accompanying tliis letter. 

22 Great coats arc equally necessary to Police as to Regular 

sepoys, to keep them efficient in wet and cold weather, and 
ought not to be dispensed with on any account. 
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23 The weight of the accoutrements of the Bheel Corps completcj 
that is the pouch and belt, the bayonet and belt, prickers and 
brush, turn screw and eighteen rounds of balled ammunition 
is 6 lbs., and bj' abolishing the cross belts and breastplate the 
weight will only be reduced to 5 lbs., and one pound reduced 
in the aggregate weight will not compensate for the Sitrain 
on the loins on long marches in mountainous warfare. 

21' I object to the rule existing in the Regular Army of the 
pouched ba 3 'onet hanging below the loin, because neither can 
be kept fi'om moving and shaking over hilly ground and 
making a great noise, but I find short belts with the pouch 
and bayonet well up on the loin and the waistbclt, fixed as close 
to them as possible, keeps them steady thougli it does not 
look as well. In action by loosening the waistbelt and 
bringing the pouch round to the front the ammunition can 
be easily got at, and be readjusted for a forward movement 
bj' jerking the pouch into its proper place and clasping the 
waistbelt on. 

2.5 I think I have now remarked on all the essentials of a police 
corps dress and accoutrements. 

26 Tlie fuzil and bajmnet only remain lo be noticed, and I think 

the fuzil should be as light as possible and on the deton.atiug 
principle witli a bore similar to the musket of the Line, 
so that on emergency ammunition can be supplied from the 
Regular troops to Police Corps. 

27 The baj'onct should, as I before remarked, be a sword bayonet 

without any guard to the handle and it should be attached 
by a frog to the original bsiyonet belt. 

28 The most positive orders ought to be issued in every Police 

Corps against selling or giving .away old clothing. It should 
always be returned into store to be made into clothing for 
boys and recruits. Plunderers often clothe themselves in the 
cast-off coats of Police corps and commit robberies with them 
on their backs, wliich not only injures the good name of the 
corps but cncour.agcs the evil disposed of the corps to rob 
when on furlough, etc. 

29 The Government clothing of all discharged men, deserters and 

deceased men should be also returned into store. By this 
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economy the men can be supplied vv ith coats on emergency, 
and it will enable pantaloons to be indented for on a larger 
scale. 

30 There ought to be no deductions from the pay of the Native 
Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers and men of Police Corps 
except for great coats, sashes, shoes or sandals, and for extra 
pairs of dungaree pantaloons as required. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

(Signed) W. T. ilORRIS, Capt., 

Going. Blieel Corps. 

Camp Dhoolia, 7th JuHy 18 A9. • 

One matter which Captain Morris brought to notice in 1847 
was that commissions had never been issued, though often promised, 
to the volunteers from the Regulars who had been promoted in 
the Bhil Corps. As a result, the Collector was ordered to issue 
the commissions. One original commission so issued remains 
on the files, and is here transcribed. What happened to the grantee, 
whether he died before it reached him, or was degraded, does not 
appear. 

In the name of the Magistrate of the Kliandeisli Division of tlie 
Zilla of Alimednuggar under the aulliority of tJie Honorable 
the Governor in Council of and for all Forces and affairs of 
tlie Honorable United Company of hlerchants of England 
trading to the East Indies within the Presidency of Bombay, 
etc., and its dependencies. 

To all to whom these presents shall come Greeting. 

By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Honorable 
No. 1186 of 1847. the Governor in Council, whose power obtained 
from the Honorable the Court of Directors of 
■ \ the said United Coinpanj" derived unto them 
« I from the authority of our Sovereign Lad}' Queen 
#,/ Victoria and her Royal Prcdeccssoi's, repo.sing 
especial trust and confidence in your courage, 
fidelity' and circumspection, you Buklec Sing are 
'DhooliaxlSth Aug. iSiT. jjy these presents constituted and appointed Soba- 
dar of the Ivhandcsh Bhccl Corps under the Presidency of 
Bcmbay and to take rank on and from the IStli day of 
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April 1839. You arc therefore to take upon you the 
said charge and coiniiuind and carefully and diligently 
to discharge the duty of Sobadar as aforesaid, by doing 
and performing all things thereunto belonging, and 
hereby arc the infci'ior soldiers and officers coniinandcd 
to obey you as a Sobadar ; you following all such 
orders as shall be given by the constituted authorities 
or any other your superior officers according to the 
Uule and Discipline of War or failing therein the pre- 
sents arc to be vacated and annulled by the aforesaid 
authorities. ' Sealed with the seal of the [Magistrate of 
* aforesaid District and given under ni^' hand in tlic 
^lagisteriiil office- jit Dhoolhi, tins Idlh dav of August 
in the tenth jear of the reign of her present Majesty 
<iud in the j ear of our Lord one thousand and eight 
hundred and forly-seven. 

(Signed) GEO. INVERARITY, 

Acting Magistrate. 

In 1819 Capt. Morris addi’esscd a letter to the Collector, 
wherein he asks for an appointment almost exactly corresponding 
to tliat of the modern Superintendent of Police. In 1852 he was 
actually made Superintendent, and the official style of the Com- 
mandant now read Commandant, Khandesh Rhil Corps, Bhil Agent, 
Superintendent of Police and Assistsint [Magistrate. What Capt. 
Morris and his successors secured as Superintendents was official 
control over the local and village police as well as over their own 
trained men. His letter detailing his proposals is here appended. 


To 

A. ELPHINSTONE EsauiiiE, 

Collector and Magistrate, Khandes, 

Dhoolia. 


Sir, 

A rumour liaving readied me that Government have it in con- 
templation to witlidniw the Poona Irregular Horse, stationed 
in Khandes, and that it is intended to employ instead of them 
a body of Mounted Police, I have the honour to request with 
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reference; to luy past services, not I believe unappreciated by 
Government, that I may be appointed to command the new 
Horse Police and be designated as Superintendent of Police 
in this province. 

2 Viewing the little attention that can be paid to the minutia: 
of police by tlic Assistant Collectors, who arc sitting ]\Iagis- 
trates, and have heavy revenue duties to perform, I woidd 
suggest that as I am and long have been. Executive Police 
Ollicer in tile province, 1 should be ajipoiiited yuperiiitendent 
of all the Police throughout iC 

S By being appointed Super intenilent of Police I propose in 
addition to the Bhcel Corps to have jilaccd under ''me the 
coinmaiul of tlie ^Mounted Police in lieu of the present 
Detachment of the Poona Auxiliary Horse, (if such a body 
is to be employed) as also all the chowkedars, Kukhwaldars, 
Village and Town Eoujdar Patells and Peons, 

4 At present I am suijposcd to be responsible for the peace of 

the province in general and to keep a vigilant eye over all 
the Police, to suppress robbery, plunderings, and all crime. 
I have hitherto exerted myself as I best could, but I find that 
my authority requires still to be more defined, for although 
as Magistrate and Senior Bhcel Agent I can superintend all 
the Bhcels and predatory classes in the Northern, Southern 
and Western Bhcel xVgcucics, 1 have been supposed by xVssist- 
aut Collectors and JIagistrates to have no business to inter- 
fere in tlieir rlistricts with chowkedars, etc., j et, without 1 
have entire charge, it is impossible I can make all n ork as 
they should, and I am sure the Assistants have fully enough 
to occupy them at their desk to prevent their superintending 
chowkedars, etc., as they require. 

5 By the arrangement I jim going to propose the appoint- 

ment in question will not cause any extra cxpence to be incurr- 
ed by Government, while it places me in a position to do 
justice to the duties you expect from me, and make the police 
much more compact and by the exaction of needful discipline 
more clfcctivc. 

6 The expcncc of the police at present amounts to 

Rs. 3,36,503-5-3 annually. 
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7 The cleUichnieiit of the Poomi Auxiliary Horse costs at 

present Rupees l,l!2,056-0-0 annually. 

8 My Mounted Police will cost Rupees 84<,91S, shewing an annual 

saving- of Rupees 37,144-0-0, and all I ask is that in seasons 
of scarcity compensation allowance may be extended towards 
them at the rate granted to the Regular Army. 

9 I have altered the usual proportion of Native Officers, etc., 

attached to a Russallah, because the province calls for a 
greater proportion of petty officers to meet the duty required 
of them, such as guards at Mamlatdars ’ and Mahalkurrccs’ 
Thanas. I have therefore pi-ovidcd each Mamlatdar’s Thanah 
either with a Duft’adar or Naik, and as the latter is to receive 
three rupees extra pay, beyond that of a horseman, we may 
expect that he will be as efficient as a Havildar of tlie Line 
at a less cost to Government. 

10 I have made the horseman’s pay 23 rupees a month, so 

as to enable a Bargeer to i-eceive a third of it or Rs. 7-5-4, a 
little more than a Sepoy of the line receives. 

11 The Russallah is to furnish its own clothing, arms, and 

accoutrements, and all extras except ammunition, which is to 
be indented for from Government. 

12 All ranks of this Russallah are to receive pensions for 

wounds in the execution of their duty and pensions to their 
families if killed on service. 

18 All horses killed on service to be paid for by Government. 

14 I have been connected with Russallah affairs for many years 

past and feel myself quite competent to raise and discipline 
this body of Mounted Police. 

15 Its lieadquiu-tcrs are proposed to I)o .-it Durrungaum, the 

headquarters of the Bhcel Corps, and by both Foot and 
Horse Police being together, they will be accustomed to act 
together and there is evei-y reasonable prospect of an unani- 
mous emulation existing between them. 

16 I propose the Russallah dress be a blue ungrica witli gold 

lace, trousers blue. Jack boots — with red puggree and cum- 
mci’bund. 

17 The officers to be armed with swords and . pistols, the men 

with swords, spears and carbines. 
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18 The accouipauying statements No. 1, and S, will show the 

pay, dress, and appoiiitineuts of tliis body. 

19 If this proposition is sanctioned we shall have a permanent 

body of Horse, who will be well acquainted with tlie Province, 
so essential for police and predatory warfare, and the 
present inconvenience arising from not knowing the country 
and roads will be obviated. 

50 I anticipate if Government should sanction this body soon, 

to be able to procure men of the I'espcctablc families to 
enlist, but previously I shall require a short time to explain 
this throughout the province, and then Government will 
have at their disposal a permanent body of three hundred 
and twenty instead of as at present only one hundred and 
ninety light Horsemen. 

51 1 have stated that the sum that would be annually saved by 

raising this body of Horse in lieu of the present detachment 
stationed in Khandes is Rs. S/il^lf. Of this saving I propose 
I may have my pay made up to 1,400 rupees, vis;, 800 
rupees my present pay as Commandant of the Bhecl Corps 
and Bhecl Agent with 300 rupees as Commandant of Horse 
and Superintendent of Police as included in the expence of 
the Mounted Police, vide Abstract No. 1, and 300 I'upecs for 
the political and extra duties I am called on to perforin, which 
will leave a clear annual saving to Government of Rupees 
S3, 344. 

32 With this stipend I shall be happy to . remain in Khandes, 
as long us I possibly can and, as I have been so many years 
in Khandes, I have much more weight in it than a new 
officer could have, and length of service and experience 
gained, qualify me I hope to render an adequate return for 
more libei'al consideration. 

I have the honor to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

(Signed) W. T. MORRIS, 

Bheel Agent. 


Camp Malugaum 
SOth November 1849. 
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Mo important vrarlike operations were reported between Ifi-iO 
anil 185S. In 1851 a gang from over the border was said to 1)0 
Invading the Akrani, and Lieutenant Kane asked for a detachment, 
but his request was treated with contempt. Apparently the gang 
was small and unimportant, for no more is heard of it. In 1852 
there was a similar alarm in the south-east which also proved false. 
Capt. Rose was sent down there at Major Morris’ request, to assist 
him in field operations, but was allowed to return to Kannad in a few 
days. 

In the winter of 1852-.53 it seemed as though a general . 
rebellion were likely in the province. Government had ordered that 
a RevetiUe Survey be undertaken and several officers were ap- 
pointed to commence operations. It appears that the inhabitants of 
the west part of the province submitted a petition to Government, 
praying that no survey be introduced. Pending the decision of 
Government on this petition, survey operations were suspended in 
the west. The survey officers determined to begin work at Savda. It 
has been remarked before that the people of Khandesh are extremely 
conservative and averse to innovations. The cry of ‘ a new custom 
is being introduced * shouted sufficiently loudly and persistently, and 
backed by almost any kind of arguments, probable, improbable, 
or impossible, has always been and now is the easiest metliod of 
rousing the worst passions of the people. Such a cry was raised 
at Savda, and a crowd estimated at between 10,000 and 15,000 
persons promptly assembled. They drove away the Survey officers, 
beat the Mamlatdar, administered strange oaths, and announced 
their determination to withstand the survey by armed force. Ex- 
presses were sent to the Collector and Major Morris, who proceeded 
to Dharangaon and there awaited the arrival of a regiment 
from Malegaon. The inhabitants of Erandol seemed to be in 
sympathy and refused to supply transport. But when the regi- 
ment marched in they quickly changed their minds. The Collector 
and Major Morris marched eastwards with great rapidity, 
invested Faizpur one early morning, and Savda later the 
same day. The rioters were completely taken by surprise. Their 
leaders were captured and their arms confiscated. The troops 
remained some time at Savda, where order was at once restored and 
the survey operations were recommenced. In fact, so speedily and 
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eomplelel’v ditl the people bow to the armed force, that not a blow 
wn.s sti’uck, aiul in a few months the Collector was in a po.sition to 
recommend the release of all except a very few prominent agitators, 
free pardon being offered to the rest. It is curious that no mention 
is made in tlie reports of tliis bloodies, s campaign of any part taken 
ill it by the Bhil Corps. The forces, however, were as.sembled at 
Dharangaon, and the Commandant led them, so that it is impossible 
to think tliat no dctaclunent of tlie Corps accompanied him. 

The remaining yeai'.s of Major Morris’ command produced no 
serious military operations. The gang robberies and disturbances 
which occurred were email, and easily quelled by tlie local detachments. 
In 1H,55 Major Morris left the corps, and Captain Bose saccecdcd 
as Commandant. 

Major Morris had been in the corps for SO years, and had 
actually served under Outrani. He saw a large increase in its 
strength, and an expansion and alteration in its duties. In fact, its 
functions altered from those of a fighting regiment, as organized by 
Outrara, mobile and ready to strike at a moment's notice, but still a 
regiment, to those of a highly developed body of armed police, 
scattered in varying detachments over the province, doing its duty 
well on the wliole, but subject to the faults attending on detached 
duty and infrequent supervision. Only, one-fourth of tlic corps was 
at headquarters, and the guards, consisting of the remaining thrcc- 
fourths, were relieved at irregular intervals, and inspected wlicn 
possible. 

The Commandant and Adjutant, were also Magistrates and 
Police Ofiicers, but they concerned themselves chiefly with their regi- 
mental duties. As to the 2nd and 3rd in command, fiiey did practically 
no military duty, and were to all intents and purposes assistants to 
the Collector for work among the Bhils. They opened schools, 
repaired roads, superintended forests, and thinned out the 
dangerous game, and this in addition to heavy magi,sterial, police, and 
revenue dutie.s. The introduction of vaccination, and the improve-' 
ment of the cotton staple were among the various odd jobs to which 
Captain Rose turned his hand. It is noteworthy that great assistance 
was given him in building a road up the Ajanta Ghat, and parti- 
cularly in the unsparing destruction of tigers, panthers, and bears, 
by Major Gill, the talented officer of the Madras army, who settled 
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noav Ajanta anti nificlo the famous reproductions of the frescos in 
tlic Ajanta caves. 

It i.s hardly to be wondered at, considering tlie semi-detached 
position of his officers, that ithe quarrels over disciplinary matters 
alluded to above sliouhl have been frequent and bitter. Major 
Morris .appears', to one casually reading the numerous letters on 
these topics, to h.-ive been somewhat punctilious, apt to pose as a 
strict soldier, .and to put on the airs of “ the oldest resident.” He 
cannot be denied, however, the honour of having carried on and 
completed Outram’s work, both as soldier and organizer, and if he 
seemed unduly touchy and sensitive, it is only fair to him to .attri- 
bute his"attitudc to a pride in lus regiment. 

The Government minute on his services is here reproduced. 

MEMO. 

Under date the 23rd Jul)’ 1835, Lieutenant (now Major) 
W. J. Morris, was appointed Adjutant of the Khandesh Bheel 
Corps, and confirmed in that appointment on the 27th of the 
following month. On the 19th May 181)1 he was appointed 
Acting Bhecl Agent and Commandant of the Khandesh Bhccl 
Coi’ps and confinned on the 16th July 1845. Finally on 
the 3rd September 1852 he was appointed Political Assistant 
to the Collector and Magistrate of Khandesh, Avith an addition 
to his salary of Rs. 300 per mensem. 

2 Major Morris’ services have been specially noticed by the 

Government eight times, once by the Government of India 
and twice by the Honourable the Court of Directors. 

3 This Government complimented him four times, and the 

Honourable tlie Court of Directors once for his highly credit- 
able and efficient superwitendence of the Bheel colonies in 
Khandesh, as Avcll as for his judicious and successful arrange- 
ments for the education of the sons of Bheel Naiks, and 
again this Gov irnment acknowledged tlie tact .and judgment 
with which 1 in the course of nine months, converted 
NoavIoo Wulud Khusral, a Dlinng Raja, to peaceable, industri- 
ous and studious habits. 

4 This Government, the Government of India, and the Honour- 
able the Court of Directors, severally tlianked him for his 
active, and persevering operations against the predatory 
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Bheels between the w’ostern extremity of Wie Satpoora Hills 
and the Nerbudda River in the year 1841. 

5 In 1844 and 1846 he was commended by Government, in the 
first instance for tlie gallant capture of the strong Gliurree 
of Wurkheira, and, in the second, f or the zeal with which he 
pursued until he captured the Kover Wussowa of Chickley, 

(Signed) H. L. ANDERSON, 

Secretary to Government. 

Bombay Casti.f., 

Gth April 1856. 

No. 3007. 

Orders by H. E. LORD ELPHINSTON?. 

This memo, might be inconporated in a resolution conveying the 
thanks of Government to Maj or Morris and expressing our 
regret that the state of his healtli compels him to relinquish 
his appointment. 

' , E — ^Ap. 56. 

Note liy a Member of Council. 

"'tfo. 3,008. 

M.’s services as a Police Officer in the Ragogee Bangra affair 
and in other matters should, I think, be noticed. They were 
distinguished. 



CHAPTER XI. 


THE CALM BEFORE THE STORM, 

AND THE STORM. 

C APTAIN ROSE oiilj- officiated in coinniaiid, for in 1856. Major 
A. M. Httschvood of tlic 3rd Native Infantry was appointed 
Connnandaiit, adding to the already formidable list of his titles that 
of Political Assistant to the Collector. Captain Rose, however, had 
continued, before be left command, the summary of measures among 
the Bhils which Captain Gi'aham had brought down to 1843, as far 
as the current year. He gives tire following striking tribute to the 
work of tlie corps. 

'I’lie Bhcel Coi [)s — upwards of u thousand strong — affords a 
favourite field for the services and maintenance of such as 
belong to it ; and to the agency of this local corps which 
is scattered over the province in numerous detachments on 
police duties and as guards over the different district 
treasuries (fide Appendix No. 1) is mainly to be attributed 
the state of public good order which is now predominant 
throughout Khaudesh. 

Most of his review is devoted to the increase of material and 
moral well-being among the Bhils, with whom he had been more 
associated as agent than as reginiontal officer. One passage is- 
worth quoting, to shed light on'’thc Bliil character. “ They display, ” 
he writes, affectionate esteem for gentlemen who have dwelt long 
among them, and whose cliaructer meets their approbation, and tliey 
still venerate the name of Outrani. ” 

In 1856, after long negotiations, the fort and surroundings of 
Sindva, which had been considei-ed as part of Khandesh, though 
lying amidst Holkar’s territories, were finally given over to that 
prince. 
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The province was in a state of more profound jjcace during' 
1856 and the earlier part of 1837 than had been known for years. 
So much so, that the officials had nothmg better to do than quarrel 
among themselves. The first of those departmental Inspectors 
General, of whom there are now so many, proved no more of a blessing 
to the district officers than most of his successors have done. This 
was the Commissioner of Police, who was now finding his feet, and 
beginning to issue orders to the Bhil Corps without reference to 
the Magistrate and Collector. The matter was sent up to Govern- 
ment, which, foi’tunatel 3 ' for itself, gave unqualified support to the 
Collector, and practically told the Police Commissioner to mind his 
own business. Fortunately, for in Mr. Mansfield the province was 
blessed with a Collector who had four j'cars’ local ^ experience, the 
confidence of Lord Elphins'tonc and the trust of his staff. Though 
a Civilian, he himself superintended tlie military operations which 
once started became rapidly more extended. The military officers in 
charge looked to him for advice and assistance, if not for actual 
oi’dors. The state and conformation of any part of the Province, 
its suitability for martial opci'ations, supplies, intelligence of the 
enemy’s movements and strength, all these Mr. Mansfield had at 
his fingers’ ends. He seemed to know instinctively when to begin 
and when to end an expedition, how to husband his forces, when and 
where to strike an off'cctive blow. A more apathetic man might 
have left the soldiers to themselves, a more headstrong might have 
insisted on taking the field himself. Mr. Mansfield, though by 
no means restricting himself to headquarters, .seemed always to be 
at the most central place, directing the commissariat, and con.stituting 
liiiiLscIf an Intelligence Bure.au and generally n mine of useful 
information. 

Major Haselwood was a martyr to dysentery during 1857, so 
that Mr. Mansfield at one time asked that he might he removed, 
and that Captain Auld, now at Savantvadi, might be sent for to 
replace him. Major Haselwood, however, rapidly recovered, and 
himself took tlie field in 1858. 

During 1857 Captain Birch, 8 ikI in Coinmand of the Bhil 
Corps, proved himself an officer of dash, judgment, and ability, and 
neutralized the ill effects on the corps of Major Haselwood’s 
sickness and inability to work. 
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Hcfovc proceeding to relate Hie incidents of tlio mutiny in 
Kliiindesli, it, will be as well t.o take note of a measure, which though 
it actually look effect late in the autmiui, has a hearing on all the 
suh.sequent proceedings. It was thought de.sirahle in June or </uly, 
to (iombat the enormous crowds of rebels, Bliils and others, to raise 
a second Ithil Corps. The micleiis was formed of men from the 
old corps, and recruits were obtained a.s ipiickly as po.ssible and 
taught the elements of drill. 'I'lie sanctioned strength of each 
coiqis was 1 000 of all ranks. A stalF of European olhcors was 
ap))ointcd to each as follows; — 

1st Khamlesh IJhil Corp.s — 

^ Coniniandant : ^la.jor A. M. Ilasclwood. 

2nd in Command; Captain IT. F. Davies. 

Adjutant: Lieut, A. Bell. 

2nd Khandesh Bhil Corjis — 

Commandant,: Captain H. Birch. 

2nd in ('ommand ; Lieut. F. W. .\tkins. 

These appointments date from Tt.h Octolier IS.TT. Some difficulty 
was experienced in procuring an Adjutant for the 2nd Corp.s, but 
Lieut. T. Thatcher of the ITt.lr Yativo Infantry w.'ts appointed in 
December. 

That the mutiny in Khandc.sh was indirectly set in motion by 
the terrible evcnls in Fpper India is without doubt. That there 
was direct, connexion is extremely doubtful, .anil th.at there was any 
collusion oi- attempt at united action between the Khandesh out- 
Laws and the mutineers of Tqiper India is impossible. 

'rhe indirect connexion may be inferred from the stories and 
rumours current ovta- the country, from tlic arrival of occasional 
stragglers from the seat of war, and from the visible pi'eparations 
of Government. The road from Bombay lo TTppcr India divided 
at Dhulia. It was necessary to cross the Satpur.as either at the 
Sindva Pass, or by way of Asirg.adJi. ^lodern maps shew this nio.st 
plainly, for the Agra road takes the former, and tlie G. I. P. By, 
the latter route. Officers, men, and stores were continually passing 
up. Now the Bhils rcsc.mlile the Irish peojilc in many wfivs. 
Improvident and inconsequent, they ])ossess a strong sense of 
humour. Though il has been shown that they made excellent 
soldiers, yet it was their tradition to be ‘agin tlu’ Government’. 

26 



TUT’, TfU.\NITF.i3Tr JTITIL COKPS. 


SOS 

Tlicy were also in ilie conrlition cle-scriherl as ‘ spollinof for a fight.’ 
Those whom (Toverninent employed were willing anti able to fight for 
fTOvernment. Unemployetl Bhils preferred fighting against Govern- 
ment to going without a fight altogether. Unlike the Irish, mo.st 
of them had been hut a few years pa.st untamed savages, ;it wtir 
not f)nly with their own recognized Government, hut with rivilizatioii 
and humanity generally. The combination of all these chai'ac- 
leristics, and the circumstances of Ihe times were no doubt too 
strong for Hhil e(iuanimity, so that the Rhils yielded to the templa- 
lion to take to Ihe hills once more. 

Of direct connexion between the Hhils and Upper India there 
i.s little proof. Some of the le.aders boasted of letters of authority 
granted by the King of Delhi. The cry of “ kill all white men ” 
was rcpoi’ted once in Khandesh. It was even said that the enormous 
([uantity of ti’casure looted by the Satpura Bhils had been sent 
through from Bombay on jnirpose to be looted, and so to finance 
the Bhils. As to the first statement, Captain Birch riglitly argued that 
pi’obably no single Bhil knew where Delhi was, oi' had heai’d of any 
king there, l-'or listening to the secoiTd I’umour, an otficer of the 
Bhil Corps was jTi'onounced unduly nervous and remanded to his 
regiment. I'lie Bombay merchants who were looted were, it was 
argued, mo.st probably honest dealers in o|)ium, and it was only the 
guards over their ti'casure who were either timid, corrupt, or both. 

No single recorded action, movement, or correspondence exi.sts 
to shew any collaboration between the Bhils and the Upper India 
mutineers. ’I’liey had ample opportunities ol' combining with the 
rebels or communicating with them but seized none. When Tantya 
Topee came almost as far as the confines of Khandesh, not a Bhil 
vent to join him. 

The attitude of Ihe Bhils in fact resembles that of the mad 
dog in the rhyme. 

The (log, fo gain name private evd.i, 

Went 711 ( 1 ( 1 , ni}d hit the man. 

Isolated from the general revolt, the Bhils still contrived to 
give a great deal of trouble, and to cause the expenditui’e of many 
men and much mone}’ befoi’c they were again reduced to submission. 

The first active operations took place in the month of June, 
when news was received that ;i barge body of IT. II. the Nizam’s 
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cavalry at Aurangabad hail mutinied, ami ■were descending on 
Khandesli by way of the Ajanta Pass. C'a])tain Birch was quickly 
on the s25ot, and sent the following rejrort : — 

Froin 



Cai'T.vix H. birch, 

1st ASSIST.VXT SUPKltlXTKXDEXT OF PoLICli. 


Hajou a. M. HASELWOOD, 

SUFiiltlXTJiXDJSXT OF PoUCK, 

IVIIANDFSII. 

Catnp Jamnuir, !iUh June 1857. 


Sui, 

A rdiiort has just reached me from the Mandatdar of Edalabad 
that (Too) seven hundred armetl men are on tJieir march 
from Aurangabad to Boorhanj)oor. They have not, 
however, yet reached the Adjunta Ghaut. 

I have taken all necessary measures for 2 )rocuring information of 
their movements, and shall act as cii’cumstances may dictate. 

tihould the nuiiiber of insurgents be e.vaggerated and not exceed 
300 or 400 I shall attack them in the Ghaut. Should they be 
of the reported strength, 1 shall be al)le only to hang on 
their skirt and to the best of my ability 2 ^rc\ent them from 


looting. 

!2 There being at 2 ^r'vseiit Ru 2 )ees ^3,000 in the Jamnuir 
Treasury, I have taken tire liberty of advis-Ing the ^landatdar 
to forward Riqrees !i0,000 immediately to Dhoolia, and to 
call iiitc Jauiiiair, whatever money niaj' be in the ' Bodwad 
Treasury. 

3 I am right well satisfieil with my men. AVe arrived this 

morning, thus, notwithstanding pouring rain, mini and other 
disagreeables, making a march of (46) forty-six miles' in 
(30) thirty hours. 

4 1 have taken the liberty of ordering the Eoujdar of Jamnair 

to stand fast 2 Jending fui'ther instructions from you, and 
I beg that you will allow' him to remain just for the 
present. 

1 have the honour to be &c., 

H. BIRCH, Caftai.n, 

1st Asstt, Supt. of Police. 
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The numbers of these deserters hud ijeeii much overrated. It 
was subseyueiitlv found out that there vere never more than some 
do or -10 of them atlemptlii^ to {'el- into Jvhaiidesli. Uhe mutter 
was, however, looked on very seriously by Government, tor a 
telegram was desjiatched to !Mr. Mansfield as under, and resulted 
in the orilers quoted. 

Tvicgraplik Mcsnagc — 

“ Can the Uheel Corps at Dhurrungaum combine with the Ellicii- 
pore force to intercept, and destroy fugitives from Aurunga- 
bad before they cross the Taptee.” 

“ Seiul E.vpress at Dhurrungaum ami Elliclipore.” 

“ The troops at Malliguum should keep fugitiveij, on the 
Agra Hoad.” 

Xu. 168 of 1857. 

From 

Majou a. JI. IIASELWODD, 

Co.uiiAJ<mxo Kuaxujssii BuEJiL Cours. 

To 

LiEvr. 11. C. KENNEDY, 

AnjL’l'AKT, KlIAXDESir BiIEEL Coui's, DllLlUlLXGALAI. 

Camp MuUigaum, HiStli Juno 1857. 
Snt, 

1 have the honour to transmit for your information a telegraphic 
message forwarded last night by (io\ermnent to the Magis- 
trate of Candeish, and to request that you will keep the con- 
tents thereof to yourself and be 2 »’epared to act as 

circumstances dictate, namely, in intercepting and destroying 
fugitives from xVurungabad before they cross the Taptee. 

a Further you will have the goodness to take measures for 
obtaining correct information along the frontier from Adjunta 
to Edulabad on the Kiver Poorna, and from Edulabad 
along the ^hole' line of the Taptee in the eastern Districts, 
reporting instantly by express to the l.st Assistant Superin- 
temlent of Police Jind myself the ap])roach of any fugitives 
who may attempt to cross the Taptee into this province, and 
at once proceeding yourself in person with such men as you 
may consider necessary to intercept and destroy them. 
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!3 You will have the yoocliiess on receipt of this coiiununiciition 
to detach from headquarters the following details to in- 
crease the outposts of Seerpoor and Sowda. 

To Seerpoor, under the coinniaiid of Subedur Jiapjjoo, 2 
havildars, ii iiaiks, «J5 privates and 1 bheestce. To 
Sowda, under the coiiiniund of Subedur Ksrec Prussad, 2 
havildars, H iiaiks, 39 privates, anti 1 bheestce. 

•1 Ainmuultiuii to the extent of one hundred rounds ])er man 
with a due proportion of percussion caps to be transmitted 
with each detail on tJie bullocks atttichetl to the corps. In- 
structions for the guidance of the officers in conimaiid of the 
above details will be transmitted to them direct-, and a copy 
of the same fowarded for your information hereafter. 

1 have the honor to be 
Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

A. M. HASELWOOD, Majok, 

Commanding Bhccl Corps, 

Captain llireh succeeded in rounding uj) and disarming 22 men 
at Talegaon near Jaiuner, but this was all. The coinparativelj' slight 
danger on the soulhern frontier was non eclipsed by a much more 
serious one at Burhanpur and Asirgadh. Captain Birch left Jainner 
on -1th July and arrived at Haver on 6lh morning, another little jaunt 
of some 15 miles. 'I'wo cuin]>anies of the 19th Native Infantry'' and 
two troops of the Nixam’s lli-sala had been ordered to Haver on 2nd, 
hut did not arrive in time. The Bhils had little rest after their long 
march, for Captain Birch had work for them to do, as his letter 
quoted shows: — 

I'rom 

Cai'taix If. BIHCH, 

1st Assistant SunjiiiiNTiiMUENT oi' Policu. 

To 

S. MANSFIELD, Esauiiii:, 

CoLLECTOa AXD MAGlSTKATJi, KlIANUESlt. 

C'fflOTp Rau'air, 6th July 1857. 

SiB, 

I have the honor to submit tliat I have just recei^•ed a Heport 
from the Maiulctdar of .Asseerghur, who is stationed at 
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Bahadurpoor (!3 miles this side ol" Boovhaiipoor) that a ])art 
of the Sciiidia’s contingent belonging to the garrison of 
Asseergliur, who have been for some time on duty at Booi- 
hanpoor, were recalled to Asscer on the Jith, but that they have 
returned to Boorhanpoor in a state of mutiny and threaten 
the town. He fui'ther writes that the Soobah has closed the 
gates of the town and refused to admit them. 

2 I march on Bahadurpoor directly the men have had something 
to eat, anil my further operations will of course depend on 
circumstances. 

1 have the honour to be 
Sir, 

Your most obedient servant 


H. BIRCH, 


list Amintant Huitcniitciuleni of Police. 

The little force of Bhils, just one hundred strong, marched on 
Burhaupoor, arriving there at daybreak. What they did is best told 
ill Captain Birch’s own words. 


From 

Captaix H. birch, 

1st Assistant SuPEuiNTEXnENT or Police. 

To 

S. MANSFIELD, Esquike, 

COLLECTOll AND MaUISTKATE OE KuANDESir. 

Cavip Boorhanpoor, 7tli Jiiip ISo'J'. 

Sib, 

With reference to my letter No. 3313 of yestenlay’s date, I have 
the honor to report that on my arrival at Bahadurpoor I 
received a letter from Colonel Le ^lessurier stating that some 
of the Scindia’s contingent (105) one hundred and five in 
number were in a stsite of, mutiny outside the walls of 
Boorhanpoor, anil requesting me, should I consider it possi- 
ble, to try and disarm them. I at once continued my march, 
arriving at Boorhanpoor at 3 o'clock this morning, and at 
daybreak having made niy arrangements I managed to 
disarm these mutinous men without a musket being dis- 
charged. 
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2 I have thoir arms aiifl ammunition undpr a shroiiff guard, bvo 

of the most mutinous, a ITavildnr iMajoi’ and a Naik, are 
eloso prisoners, as also 2 of the scpovs of tlie Soobah of 
Boorhanpoor, who last night went to the mutineers and in- 
forming them of 1113 ' approach begged them to attack mj" 
force ere it reached the citv. I attribute inj- success in a 
great measure to tlie strcngtii of m_y detaclimcnt being great- 
ly exaggerated (reports I must own T rather favoured than 
otherwise) the mulincers having imagined that I had guns in 
the town ready to open on them should thej' refuse to lav 
down their arms. 

3 I cannot refrain from bringing to notice the good conduct of 

Tny IJhsels. They inarched from Jamnair to Boorhanpoor in 
3 (three) nights and answered to my every order with the 
greatest willingness, 

I have the Iionor to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

H. BIRCH, Captain, 
ht AsHixtant Hvpcr'mtcndcni of Police. 

This done, more was to follow. There w’ns danger at Asirgadh 
itself. This is the waj' in which it was met. 

From 

Captain H. BIRCH, 

^VssrsTANT Sdpehintendent of Police, 

2x1) IX COMMAXD OF RiIF.EL CoRPS. 

To 

S. :iIANSFIELD, Es«,, 

Collector axd Magistrate, Khaxdesit. 

Camp Asseerglmr, Hth Juhj 18, >7. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to submit that last evening I received reports 
to effect til at the fort of Asseerghur was to be attacked in the 
night. Knowing that Colonel I,e iMessuricr had vo garrisov,! 
at 12 o’clock at niglit inarched stealthily out of Boorhanpoor, 
taking with me all the arms, ainmiiiiition, etc., of the muti- 
neers as also the 3 ringleaders. It poured with rain the 
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whole iiijQflit and the road in some places was scarcely 
passable. I consequently did not arrive till 5 o’clock this 
inorninp;. \o JDieap' took place here although many peo}>le, 
inhabitants of the Fort, havinn; heard Hiese reports fled to 
the jungle. 

I have placed myself .and detachment at the disposal of Colonel 
Le Messurier for g.arrison duty. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

H. BIRCH, Captatx, 

Ansistant Supermtenilcnt of Poiicp, 

2tu1 h? Command of lihrrl Corpx. 

It was a hardy little hand which had marched 60 miles, in 8 
nights, and had immediately' gone into action, for of course no one 
knew that the Rurhanpoor mutineers would Lay down their arms. But 
it must have been a most sleepy and weary little band that roused 
itself at midnight the same day, and proceeded to march y'et another 
Hi miles, through thick jungle and pouring rain, to climb the steej) 
sides of Asirgadh. Its arrival put. heart of grace into Colonel Le 
Messurier, and the arrival of the troops from ilalcgaon was confi- 
dently awaited. They marched in on the llth and Sindia’s troops 
were disarmed. Captain Birch reports accordingly : — 

From 

Captaix H, BIRf'H, 

1st Asst.sTAXT SirpFnixTFXDEXT OP Police. 

To 

JdA.TOE A. M. HASELWOOD, 

Si'PF.nixTExnEXT OF Police, 

Camp Anxccr^hnr, 12//( Juhi IS.'jT. 

Sib, 

I have the honor to report for your information that yesterday 
2 comjianies of the XIX and the cavalry' having arrived, the 
200 men of the Gwalior Contingent, formerly p.'irt of the 
garrison of Aseer, were disarmed, 

■ 2 Colonel I.e Messurler having informed me that he can dispense 
with my services probably on the Llth instant, I would beg 
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that instructions as to my remaining at Hawaii* or pro'ceeding 
clseivhere may be furnished me. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your moat obedient servant, 

(Signed) H. M. BIRCH, Captain, 

1st Assistant Superintendent of Police. 

This affair may seem a small one, but it should be remembered 
tliat Asirgadh was the key to one of the main through routes from 
Upper India to the Deecan. Had the fort been lost instead of saved, 
it would have been a most serious matter for the British army. That 
it was sated is entirely due to Captain Birch and his hundred Bliils. 
Considering the length of tlic marches, the weather, and the terrible 
state into which cotton soil roads get during heavy rain, it is not too 
much to say that no troops but the Bhil Corps could have marched 
into Asirgadh with such expedition. 

Captain' Birch and Lieutenant Kennedy, who had succeeded him 
at Jamnor, were now recalled to Dharangaon, where they were badly 
needed to consolidate the raw mass of recruits being raised for the 
new Bhil Corps. Captain Birch’s detachment w*as rewarded with 
money, and with promotion in the new corps. 

The eastern frontier now seemed quiet, and it is to be noted 
that hithei'to no trouble had been experienced from the Bhils tliem- 
selvcs. It was not long in coming. Lieutenant Kennedy was sent to 
the west, w'herc Bhils from Badvani State, under two leaders named 
Bhima and Mavasya, had assembled for the purposes of plunder. 
Lieutenant Kennedy marched on their bands, and fought an action, 
which ended in a retreat, and was considered by the insurgents a vic- 
tory. Lieutenant Kennedy was himself accused of cowardice. This 
monstrous charge was abundantly refuted, but it was rightly thought 
that Lieutenant Kennedy had acted rashly and injudiciously. Instead 
of defending his own frontier he advanced ■with insufficient forces 
a long w*ay into difficult country after an enemy of unknown 
strengtli, only to be defeated and turned back. He ivas pronounced 
unfit foil “ Police duty ” and remanded to his regiment. Prob- 
ably the exact nature of the “ police duty ” of those days, and the 
distinction between it and military duty, might be made clcai* by 
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comparison with and duties of the Burma Military Police of the 
present day. That police force is more concerned with defending a 
disturbed frontier than with the routine usually connoted by “ Police 
duty,” and yet, only a few months before, little more had been 
expected of the Bhil Corps tlian is expected of the ordinary police 
of an orderly district to-day. Mr. Mansfield did not care to trust 
Lieutenant Kennedy with the sole responsibility, but ho recognized 
in him a brave soldier, for he requested him not to join his regiment 
but to remain in the province and assist in the operations now 
beginning, purely in his military capacity. 

Capt. Birch was sent to Shirpur, Lieut. Kennedy being retained 
in charge of a detachment at Shahada and Taloda. Capt. Birch w'as 
for immediately attacking the rebels, who were reported about 800 
or 900 strong. He asked that Lieut. Kennedy’s party, and 100 men 
from Dhulia might be sent to him. Mr. Mansfield was apparently of 
the same opinion, for he telegraphed very decidedly on 8th September. 

No. 3 . 

Elec. Tel. Oppice, Seerpooe. 

8th September, 1857. 

from Malligaum, Tuesday, 8th September 12-0 afternoon. 

To 

Cahtain birch, 

Seerpooe. 


From 

Mr. MANSFIELD. 


“ Send for Kajee Sing and ascertain from him if any bodies of 
Burwance Bhecls are encamped on the frontier of the Thalnair 
Talooka, and if they arc the same lately attacked by Lieute- 
nant Kennedy or different parties, or ascertain the possibility 
of attacking them and raarcliing through the part of the 
country they arc encamped in into the Sooltanpoor Talooka. 
The object of your going to Thalnair and Sooltanpoor is to 
prevent for the present incursions of the Burwanee Bheels 
into those districts which can only be effected by inflicting 
on them serious loss.” 

The reinforcements, however, were not sent, and Capt. Birch 
occupiied his time in visiting frontier villages, and securing those 
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Bhils who were suspected of being in league with the enemy or of 
withholding information from the authorities. The delay was 
fatal, for the warden of the pass, the protector of the Agra Road, the 
nominee and protege of Outrain, yielded to temptation and joined the 
rebels with 200 followers. He henceforward becomes the most 
dangerous enemy of Government* well knowing that he had little 
chance of his life if caught. Capt. Birch actually interviewed Khaj a 
Sing on the day on which he rebelled, and was put off by promises. 
The history of the next few days is graphically told in a series of 
telegrams and a letter from Capt. Birch, here reproduced. 

From Seerpoor, Wednesday, '7th October 1857. 

From 

Captain BIRCH, 

Malugaum. 

To 

Mr. MANSFIELD. 

“ T,ast evening Mahadoo Naik and Owchit Naik with about two 
hundred men came from iJie Scindwah side to Sangvec Eajee 
Sing’s station ; and I have just received news that Kajee Sing 
with these and other two hundred that he has collected has 
gone off. He told my Subedar that he was going to Holkar 
and would hereafter forward a petition and threatened to 
shoot him if he came near. I have however little doubt that he 
will join the gang under Bheema Naik. 

I have sent to Dhoolia for one hundred men and request your 
sanction to the same. 

I beg some Sowars may be sent. I shall at once take measures 
for guarding the ghaut. 

Bth October 1857, Seerpoor. 

From 

Captain BIRCH, 

To 

Mr. MANSFIELD. 

“ I have just returned, having follow'ed up Kajee Sing beyond 
our boundary ; he is witli at least five hundred men near the 
Jamnia Chowkee beyond the ghaut, consequently; three koss 
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beyond our boundaries ; be has cut the telegraph wire in 
many places. 

The post from Mhow has not arrived, so I fancy it must have 
been stopped, and ■ tlie post to Mhow is about to be sent via 
Asseerghur. 

I beg that I may be furnished with instructions as to my further 
proceedings.” 

1 A. M. Thursday, 8ih October 1857. 

From 

Captain BIRCH, 

Seeupoou. 


To 

Mr. MANSFIELD, 

Malligaum. 

“ Last evening Kajcc Sing svith between four and five hundred 
men looted Pullasneer,. carried off the dawk horses and 
broke the telegraphic wire in 2 places. Mahadoo Naik of 
Nandeir Chowkee and Dowloo Naik of Jamnia, both of tire 
Scindwah side, have joined him. 

I think it would be well if a company of Regulars were stationed 
here for a short time. I should then rvith my Bheels be 
able effectually to guard the Ghaut. I sent off express to 
Dhoolia last night for one hundred men. 

E. T. Office Seerpoor, 

Sth October 1857. 


From Malligaum, Thursday 8t1i October 1857, Six A. M. 

From 

Mr. MANSFIELD, 

To 

Captain BIRCH, 

Seerpoor. 

“ I have sent off an express to Colonel Durand via Asseerghur 
and hope Holkar will send off a force immediately to 
■ co-operate. However, when the company of the nineteenth 
and the Bheels and Sowars from Dhoolia arrive and you have 
a chance of attacking Kajee Sing I should not hesitate to do 
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SO. However you are on the spot and can form a better 
judgment than I can and therefore I give you carte blanche 
to do what you think best. With two hundred Infantry and 
fifty Cavalry you ought to beat any number of Bheels in the 
plain. I would not follow them into the Hills until you receive 
reinforcement from Holkar and the Rajah of Burwany j tlie 
latter is planning an expedition against Bheemia Naik. I 
have no doubt tliat Kajee Sing if hard pressed will join him. 
You must have a large party in Seerpoor. 

To 

Mr. BELLINGTON, 

• Commissioner or Pouce. 

Kajee Sing Naik with three other Naiks of the Scindwah side 
have thrown themselves into a small fort on the ghaut two 
koss beyond our boundaries, IS koss from Seerpoor. They 
are above eight hundred strong, all the Bheel Chowkedars have 
joined and Bheels from all sides are flocking to him. Amongst 
them arc about one hundred and fifty matchlockmen, eighty 
of whom are Musalman. 

The dak did not arrive yesterday from Mhow so. must have 
been stopped. They have looted the village of Pullusneir, 
and cut the telegraph wire in two or three places, ten koss 
from Seerpoor. I yesterday followed them up beypnd our 
boundaries. 

The day before yesterday I telegraphed to Mr. Mansfield that 
for the proper protection of Seerpoor and the road up to our 
boundary limits 11 koss, I requii'ed a company of Regulars 
and one hundred Bheels fi'om Dhoolia ; also Sowars making 
up the number to fifty. I have received an answer that 
these will be sent. But I have now telegraphed to himthaA as 
these rebels command the entii’e ascent of the ghaut, and 
have possession of this fort, an attacking force to manage 
matters efFectually ought to be at least four hundred strong 
also that in my opinion Artillery in Hic shape of a couple of 
light guns are necessary — whether to attack or to guard 
our Zillah. I think an addition of fifty Sowars would be most 
desirable. 
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To 

Mr. MANSFIELD. 

Kajee Sing has thrown himself into Bhorcghav Fort two koss from 
our frontier. Bhcels arc flocking to him from every side ; 
three hundred more have joined him, making eight hundred. 

Amongst these are one hundred and fifty Matchlockmcn, eighty 
of whom are Musalman and thirty our Bhecl Chowkedars. 
Some of Bheemia Naik’s men have joined him, and I hear the 
whole gang are about to do so. 

They command the ascent of the ghaut, and the fort, altliough 
small, is of stone and very .strong. 

I consider an attacking force should be at least four ^hundred 
strong with the addition of Artillery in the shape of two light 
guns — of course it would be most dcsh'able that Holkar should 
send a force to co-operate, as escape would be prevented. 

I hear the Barwany Rajah’s Dewan has mutinied. 

Whether for attack or for patrols other fifty Sowars besides 
those you are about to send would be very desirable. 

E. T. Of ice Seerpoor, 9 October 1857. 


From MalUgaum, 9 October, Friday, i’SS Evg, 

From 

Mr. MANSFIELD, 

To 

Captain BIRCH, 

SlSNSPOOB. 

Have yon been inside the fort of Bhoreghur, is there a gate to it 
that can be closed and is there water in it. 

7-80 Evening, Camp Seerpoor, 9#h October, 1867. 

From 

Captain BIRCH, 

Snesfoob. 

To 

Mr. MANSFIELD, 

Maeugaum. 

Words, 74 S. R. 

I have never seen Bhoreghur. I have however made every enquiry. 
The gate is broken but is capable of very stout defence, even 
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not taking into consideration the ascent of the ghaut. There 
is no water in. the fort but close by to the rear and right. 
If you think it necessai'y and oi’dor me I will attack them, as 
no further reinforcements can be given, with tlie two hundred 
men coining from Dhoolia. 

From 

POLICE COMMISSIONER, 

Poona. 

To 

Captain BIRCH, 

Seebpoob, Khandesh. 

Telegraph to me immediately what happens near you. What 
assistance needed. Are more patrols of Horse required. How 
far beyond Seerpoor is the line cut. 

G. T. Office Seerpoor, 9th October, 1857. 

Seerpoor G. T. Office, 9th October 1857. 

From 

POLICE COMMISSINOR, 

Poona. 

To 

Captain BIRCH, 

Seebpoob. 

Received your message. I wish you had sent it sooner. Your posi- 
tion is one of difficulty but I believe the Commander-in-Chief 
will direct aid to be pushed on to you at once, in fact I am 
sure of it. Telegraph daily. You will do your duty, do not 
attempt more. We have lost the best man in tlic department 
in a most gallant but rash attempt against ten to one. 

G. T. Office Seerpoor, 9th October 1857. 

From 

POLICE COMMISSIONER, 

Poona. 


To 

Captain BIRCH, 

Seebpoob, Canoesh. 

Cheer up you must not get sick now you are in orders Comman- 
dant of the Second Battalion of the Bheel Corps. Telegraph 
reply yesterday’s message. 



216 


THE KHAHDESH BHIL COEPS. 


J 

Scerpoor, G. T. 0§ice 9th October 185Y. 
From Mcdligaum, Friday 9th October, 3-55 Afternoon. 

From 

Mr. MANSFIKLD, 

To 

Captain BIRCH, 

Seebfooe. 

There are only two hundred of the 19th yet in Malligaum for duty 
and though another company is warned for service it cannot 
be spared. There arc no more Sowars in Candesh available. 
As for Artillery there is none of sufficient calibre in Malli- 
gaum to breach a wall, but a gate of a fort of even much 
greater strength than Blioreghur could be blown in with a 
bag of fifty pounds of gunpowder. I can’t help thinking 
that the numbers you mentioned as having joined Khajce 
Sing are very much exaggerated, but if they arc not they will 
soon be obliged to disperse to obtain the means of subsistence. 

Major Orr's force left Edulabud on the fourth instant for JIhow 
and I have no doubt Colonel Durant despatched a consider- 
able force against these Bhccls. 

You must take care whatever you do not to allow Kajeo Sing to 
double back either to Scerpoor or Choprah. 

The Company of the Nineteenth left Malligaum yesterday and 
one hundred men of the Bhecl Corps left Dhoolia also 
yesterday. Tell the Mamlctdar to have boats assembled on 
the Taptee to enable troops to cross quickly. I don’t suppose 
Major Hazelwood will be able to send you any more 
Bhecls. 

Camp Seerpoor, lOth October 1851, 6-30 Morning. 

From 

Captain BIRCH, 

Seespoos. 

To 

THE COMMISSIONER OF POLICE, 

Poona. 

*' Mr. 'Mansfield has telegraphed that no more troops can be 
spared.- I have answered tliat as ho reinforcements can be 
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given should he consider it necessary and oi-dcr it I will 
attack the Rebels with the two hundred men -Hhen they arrive. 
Another Bhcel village five koss from this has been deserted, 
and all the Bheels gone over to Kajee Sing. I hear another 
band is forming to the North East of Shadah. 

1 hear the Barvan}' Rajah's Dewan has mutinied and is raising 
troop.s. If true he will no doubt join one of these bands. 

Nothing ol moment has occurred. 


From 


Camp Seerpoor, lOth October 1867. 9 Morning. 

Caet.uk birch, 

Seerfoob. 


To 

Mr. MANSFIELD, 

MAnnioAHu. 

All the Bheels of Bolarie Korreta and Roomkhera have gone over 
to Kajee Sing above one hundred. I hear for certain that 
Bhecmia Naik with his gang joined him yesterday. The 
Mamlctdar of this place informs me that he suspects all the 
iMusalniaii Revenue Peons will do so. 1 have sent olF express 
to Major Hasclwood to send some men to guard Chopjah in 
ease the enemy should go round by the Scindwah side for 
attack. They can’t get there from this side without my 
knowledge as I have pickets out. 

No men have yet arrived from Dhoolia. I hear tliat two bauds 
have formed to the north and north east of Shadah. 


From Bombay, IQth October, Saturday, lO-JiO Morning. 
From 

LORD ELPHINSTONE, 

To. 

Caftaik BIRCH, 

Seebfoob. 

I have seen your message of to-day to the Police Commissioner 
in which you say you have asked Mr. Mansfield whether you 
should attack the Bheels with tlie two hundred men. I don’t 
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wisli you to attack tliem but « atch them until further rein- 
forcements reach you. 

I have telegraphed to Mr. Mansfield to scud all he ean to you. 
From 

Captain H. BIRCH, 

Assistant SrPEMNTEKDEXT or Police, 

Khandesh. 

To 

S. MANSFIELD, Esquiee, 

Magistkate, 

Khandesh. 


Camp Seerpoor, lith October, ISST. 

Sm, 

1 have now the honor to report in detail all circumstances attend- 
ing the defection of Kajee Sing Naik of Sangwee. On the 
evening of the* 6th instant I received a report tliat Mhadoo 
of Nandeir Chowkee and Dowloo of Sainnia Chowkee both 
Bheel Naiks of tlic Scindivah side, with two hundred men had 
come to Sangwee on a visit to Ivajec Sing. At dawji I 
started for Sangwee, and had an interview aith these naiks. 
They informed me that they had come to see their relation, 
Kajee Sing, as also to pay their respects to me. I represent- 
ed to Kajee Sing that it was not desirable that so many men 
should remain in our districts, and I hoped they would return 
the same day to tlicir own Chowkee ; he told me such was their 
intention and that he was about to give them something to 
eat and send them away. 

I left a Russaldar and a few Sow ars at Sangwee with orders to 
report in the evening as to whether they had left Sangwee 
or not. I further took measures to ascertain that they went 
beyond our territory. 

In the evening I received a report that the Naiks had left 
Sangwee but that Kajee Sing had gone with them saying 
that he was about to \isit Holker Sirdar, and that when my 
Subedar (on duty at Sangwee) had told him he had better 
not go without leave he had threatened to shoot him. I 
immediately sent off some men to Sangwee, intending to 
follow them upon horseback and sent off express to Dhoolia 
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for one hundred men. Shortly before one o’clock A. M. I 
received u report that Kajee Sing had looted PuIIusnair Gaum, 
I started at once with a few Sowars and followed him up to 
about a mile beyond our Territory. I found that Kajee 
Sing and the above mentioned Naiks had looted PuIIusnair in 
the evening — carried off the Dak Horses, cut the Telegraph 
in three places and were then at Jamnia (three koss beyond 
our boundaries) with five hundred men numbered amongst 
whom were about eighty Mussulman Purdasees, etc., and 
thirty-four Ghaut chowkeedars. I further ascertained that 
Oomed Sing and Sam j 9 c Naik had joined the band. I sta- 
tioned a picket of the Bhcel corps at PuIIusnair supported 
by a weaker one at Kurwan, further I distributed the remain- 
ing chowkeedars as I thought best. 

The following morning I found that ICajjee Sing had thrown 
himself into the Fort of Boreghur, a small but strong stone 
fort on the top of the Ghaut, also that he had been joined 
by other three hundred Bheels, the greater number of whom 
were from the Scindwah side and many from our neighbour- 
ing villages — his position was well chosen and one of great 
strengtii as he commanded the whole ascent of the Ghaut. 

1 consequently strengthened the picket at PuIIusnair and advan- 
ced the one from Kurwun to Sangwee filling their place 
' with a number of chowkeedars. I also sent out Sowars to 
• patrol the road as far as my out picket and ^^bte off 
express to Major Haselwood to send a guard out for the 
better protection of Choprah. 

On the loth Instant it was reported to me that more Bheels 
from the villages about had joined Kajee Sing. The Mam- 
letdar also expressed his doubts as to tliis loyalty of tlie 
Musulman Peons in Scerpoor. .In the evening l.fouftd that 
the Rebels hud left the Ghaut and had gone off'tb the North 
West in the direction . of the , Punch Samba Hills. A rein- 
forcement of one or two hundred men from Dhoolia having 
arrived I yesterday advanced my men to Boreghur Fort 
evacuated by the enemy and sent out more Horse to Patrol 
the road between PuIIusnair and Scindwah six koss beyond 
our teri’itory. 
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2 The sti’ciigth of the enemi is (including all castes) as near as 

I can ascertain betsveen eight and nine hundred. I liave been 
informed that Blicemia Naik with his gang has joined Kajee 
Sing’ but I am inclined to doubt the truth of this stalcmciit. 

3 Although in consequence of Kajce Sing’s attempt to raise a 

large body of men as reported by me to Major Hascluood 
on the 24th ultimo and on the 3()th ultimo, and 2nd Instant 
to 3 ourself 1 had my suspicion that his intentions Mere not 
loyal, still without some good prooJ of the same I did not 
feel justified in, on mj- on 11 authoritj', taking any decided 
steps. Had 1 for an instant imagined that he was likely to 
break out into open rebellion 1 should haie loflg before 
arrested him reporting the same to you. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient sen ant, 

II. BIllC'II, C.Vi’TAIN, 

Amiiant Saycrintendcnt of Polite. 

It would seem as though Lord Elphinstone’s prudence wcic 
excessive, and that had Captain Birch, sick as he was, been allow cil 
to attack Khaja Sing at once he would have found him strong 
perhaps in numbers, but with no organization. Probably a large 
part of his hastily assembled levy would have ^pented, if taught 
a severe lesson at this early stage. As it was, the rebels wj^irc 
emboldened by the want of action by the troops. Khaja Sing 
joined Bhima, who only a few days later began to loot in Khandcsli 
West of the Agra Road. 

It maj' lie casually iiientioiicd that the disaster alluded to by the 
Commissioner of Police was the death of Lieutenant Henry, Superin- 
tendent of Police, Ahmednagar, who was killed while attacking 
Bhagoj i Naik. This rebel had gathered a gang and was holding the 
hills betw ecn the present districts of Ahmadnagar and Nasik. Troops 
were out against him, but he was extremely elusive. More than once 
there wci’c rumours of his intending to attack Khandesh, either by 
way of the Sahyadris or the Satmalas. These rumours, while they 
caused anxietj, fortunately never materialized to any very serious 
extent. 
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On iMr. Mansfield’s arrival at Shirpur, lie endeavoured to make 
Kliiija Sing ‘ come in.’ To those who do not know Bhils, this phrase 
may seem odd. It has always been recognized, that one of the best 
ways of redeeming outlawed Bhils and of restoring order’, is to offer 
to their leader a conditional pardon. Even if the whole of his former 
possessions, rights and privileges were not offered to be restored, at 
least peace and the means of livelihood might he laid before him. 
While not treated exactly as the Prodigal Son, he was at any rate 
not olFercil mere husks. Such has been the faith of the Bhils in the 
British Government, that many an one has ‘ come in ’ to the offers, 
knowing that his life and honour rvould be safe. On October 18th 
Captain ‘Birch telegraphed “ Nothing further occurred, Khaja Sing 
has put off coming in till to-morrow.” Next day it was " Nothing of 
importance to report. Khaja Sing has not 3'et come in.” The same’ 
on the 21st. On the 22nd, after detailing some looting, Captain 
Birch telegraphs “ Khaja Sing has positively refused to come in. 
iMr. iMausficld has telegraphed to Loi’d Elphinstouc for troops to 
protect the frontier.” On the 28rd “ Almost certain that Khaja 
Sing has joined Bhiniya Naik.” 

A letter from Mr. Mansfield to Government of 2nd November, 
here transcribed, gives a clear idea of the state of things in the 
Province. It also shews Mr. Mansfield’s sound judgment as to 
present needs, both military and civil. At that time few would have 
dared to suggest ^e separation of revenue and magisterial functions. 

From 

S. MANSFIELD, Esa., 

Magistrate or Candebh. 


To 

H. L. ANDERSON, Esq., 

Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Secret Department. 

Sir, 

In continuation of my letter No. 1725 of SOtli ultimo 1 have to 
I’cport that two (2) villages within six (6) miles of the place 
I am writing from were plundered yesterdaj’ by Khaja Sing, 
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Bheema and other Naifcs. Another village in the Sooltanpur 
Talook has been plundered by one Rumalla Naik. 

2 I have also received intelligence by telegraph that a band is 

asscrabliug on tlie border of "Khandeish and Ahmeduuggur 
iiillahs in the Patoda Talooka of the latter, and four hundred 
of the Sinnur Bhcels are supposed to be making for Khandeish. 

3 Prom the assemblage of so man 3 ' separate bands for plundering 

it is evident that the whole Bheel population are in insur- 
rection and most stringent measures arc required to put them 
down. 

4 Being dulj' impressed with the vcr\- serious state of things I 

have taken upon myself the responsibilit}' of ordcring*a large 
number of peons to be raised in each talooka in proportion to 
its size and proximit 3 ' to the disturbed districts. The princi- 
pal object of this measure is to relieve the different parties 
of the Bheel Corps whidi are stationed at the different tannas 
to admit of their being employed in militaiy operations 
against the insurgents in the hills as they are by far tlie most 
useful troops for this description of warfare. 

6 The total number of peons to be raised will be between one 
thousand and twelve hundred, and they must be retained until 
the bands are dispersed or until the 2nd Kandeish Bheel Corps 
becomes ready^ for active duty', w hich 1 do not think can be 
the case for eight (8) months to come. 

6 I calculate that after the posts of the Bheel Corps are relieved 

by the peons seven hundred (700) of the former ivill be 
available for military duty. 

7 The extent of the country in which operations must be conduct- 

ed is so extensive that I am decidedly of opinion that not 
less than one full regiment of N. I. exclusive of the 
detachments stationed at Malligaum and Dlioolia should 
be in Caiideish ready for field service in two (2) montlis from 
this date, which would enable the Commanding Oflicer to have 
five or six different parties of sufficient strength to enter the 
hills at different points and beat down all opposition. 

8 These arrangements, however, will be insufficient unless 

co-operation is given by Holkar or the Honourable Company’s 
native troops from Mhow to prevent fugitives escaping. 
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9 lu udditiou to the above troops, I would recommend four (J<) 
light field pieces capable of being used in tlic hills being sent. 
This is a s'uggcstion of Major Haselwood and should I 
think be acted on. 

10 There are at present about one hundred and seventy sowars in 

Candeish, and I w ould strongly' roconunend that two hundred 
more be sent, 'fhey are of little or no use in the hills, but 
they arc very effective in keeping the whole country quiet. 

11 With the object of making the police more efficient 1 have 

modified the present arrangements. At present the ^lamlet- 
dar is only nominally tlie head of tlie police. I have made 
him the real one. All over India the officer, whether European 
or Native, who has revenue management of the district is the 
person who has most weight in it. From having in his power 
to serve the interests of the tax-paying classes, ho is naturally 
looked up to by the whole population. Everybody is anxious 
to gain his favour and ready to assist him with information 
and by every other means. Till within the last four years the 
officers of Head Revenue and Head Police officer have been 
united in one pei'son for centuries and the people have not 
yet become reconciled to the separation of the two. Being 
therefore convinced that the police of the country w ill be 
much more efficient under the Mamletdar. I have placed the 
Foujdar, his peons and the newly raised peons under him, 
and have told him I shall hold him pei’sonally responsible for 
the police of his district, that he must himself go and investi- 
gate all cases of sei'ious crime and only delegate the inquiry 
into minor offences to the Foujdui’, and that his revenue duties, 
if he cannot perform both, must be performed by his Head 
Carkoon. Of course he will be subject to the orders of the 
Superintendent of Police. 

12 I consider this arrangement of the last importance in the 

present state of affairs, and I sincerely hold His Lordship in 
Council will approve of it. 

1 have the honour to be, etc., 

S. MANSFIELD, 
Mai'htrate. 
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In November Captain Bircli appears to have been compelled to 
take a few weeks’ leave for his health’s sake. He returned in Decem- 
ber, and received this telegram from the Police Commissioner. 
“ Delighted to hear you have retuimed successfully. You will polish 
the natives.” The last sentence is ambiguous, but expressive. Can 
the Telegraph Department at so early a stage of its existence have 
already learned so mucli of the fine art of ‘ mutilation ’ as to evolve 
‘ polish ’ out of ' punish ’ ? 

January was occupied in convoying siege trains and supplies 
through the hills on the way to Mhow. One convoy was attacked, 
but without loss, owing to the promptitude of Captain Birch’s Bhils. 

From 

Captain H. BIRCH, 

Bheel Agent. 

To 

S. MANSFIELD, Esq.uire, 

Magistrate op Khandesh. 

Cemp SoolwatMh, Mth January 1858. 

Sib, 

1 have the honour to report for your information that on 20th 

instant near Jaraniar Kaja Naik with about two hundred men 
attacked the ammunition carts belonging to and following 
the Siege Train. 

2 The rebels suddenly rushed into the road, planted a standard 

and endeavoured to removo some of the boxes, shells, etc. 
The escort, however, being on the alert they were almost 
immediately driven back and loss of no kind incurred. 

3 Some few of the enemy were wounded but carried off by tlicir 

comrades. 

1 have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

-.-j’-- ... Your most obedient servant, 

H. BIRCH, Captain, 

Bheel Agent. 

In December 1857 a large quantity of treasure was looted in the 
pass, and enquiry was made as to whether tliis treasure was sent up 
for the purpose of being looted, that is, in order to assist the 
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I'ebellion. No evidence to that effect was obtained, but Capt. Birch's 
repox-t on the subject is instructive. 

From 

(Jaftain H. birch, 

COMMANDIXG 2nD KhANDESH 

Bheel Coeps. 

. To 

A. BETTINGTON, Esquiee, 

Commissioner of Poeice. 

Camp Seer poor, loth March 1858. 

SlE, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your endorse- 
ment, dated 25th February last, forwarding for my informa- 
tion a letter from the Commissioner of Police, Bombay, and 
calling for any further information obtained regarding the 
plunder of treasure near Scindivah. 

In reply I beg to submit that nothing elicited in evidence tends 
to prove that any collusion existed between the Guard in 
charge of the treasure, and persons residing in Bombay, still 
that prior to the attack some understanding liad been come to 
between the said Guard and the plunderers, no doubt can 
exist in as much as (although numbering about three 
hundred) immediately on the appearance of the Bheels, they 
not only laid down their arms, but shared in the loot. 

3 Of the three hundred (167) one hundred and sixty-seven were 
shortly afterwards apprehended, and property to amount of 
rupees (62,630) sixty-two thousand six hundred and thirty 
recovered. 

Moreover they were brought to trial by Sir Robert Hamilton and 
one hundred and sixty-two sentenced to imprisonment with 
h.ard labour for the space of (1-1) fourteen years. 

I have the honor to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

H. BIRCH, Captain, 
Commanding 3nd Khandesh liliecl Corps. 

A few days after this report comc'- another, dated 5th April. 
The achievement reported was a great one, and received as it deserved 

29 
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the thanks of Govornmcnt. Tlie list of property’ discovered is most 
instructive. Opium is only 1/lGOth of the wliolc, but French coins 
form apparently a large part. It is al least a curious coincidence 
that Government had been circulating descriptions of several French 
officers •who ■were reported to have landed in India with the intention 
of volunteering their services as officers to the mutineers. W .as there 
a dream in their minds of revenge on the Fnglish and of the re-esta- 
blishment of French predominance in India ? 

From 

Captaik H. birch. 

Assistant Superintendent oe Police. 

To 

Major A. M. HASELWOOD, 

Superintendent oe Police, 

Kiiandesh. 

Camp Pursood, 5th Apr'd 1858. 

Sir, 

1 have the honor to report that yesterday I with (50) fifty of 

tlie Bhecl Corps and (12) twelve Poonah Horsemen proceeded 
into the jungle for the purpose of tracking up the rebel 
Bheels under Kajee Sing Naik and came on to their encamp- 
ment some (3) three miles from this. 

2 It was apparent that they had only left the hiding place a few 

hours and had retreated in great haste. I followed them up 
for some distance in a north-western direction, and my 
impression is that they have proceeded to Ambn Pawnee to 
join the band under Kaloo Bowa and other rebel leaders. 

3 I searched the jungle for some distance round their encampment 

and discovered hidden in the river and buried under ground 
in the different nullahs property amounting in value to about 
Rupees (80,000) eighty thousand consisting of bars of silver, 
five franc pieces, etc. I further recovered (22) twenty-two 
head of cattle, great quantities of grain and about (500) 
five hundred rupees worth of opium. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

H. BIRCH, Captain, 
Assistant Superintendent of Police. 
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This property was distributed a® prize-money. The Royal 
Proclamation on the subject is here reproduced. 

VICTORIA R. 

Victoria, by tlic Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Paith. To all to 
whom these presents shall conic. Greeting. 

Whereas it has been represented unto Us by the Commissioners of 
of Our Treasury, that, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-seven, certain Bbecls, inhabiting the pro- 
vince of Khandcish, in Our East Indian Dominions, rebelled 
and levied war against Us and our autlioritics and that steps 
were tal^en on Our behalf to suppress and put down such re- 
bellion And nhereas, during the proceedings had and taken 
for that purpose, Licutcnant-t'oloncl Evans commanded the 
Satpoora Field Force, which force w.is composed of a party 
of the District Police and of regular Troops and whereas 
the said party of Police, under the command of Captain 
Bircli, Superintendent, captured in the months of April and 
Jluy in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-ciglit 
in the neighbourhood of a place called Pulsood, in Indore, 
Booty, consisting of bars of Siher, Gold, and Siher Coins and 
ornaments, which has realized the sum of one hundred and 
scveutcou tliousand and ninety-three rupees, or thci’eabouts 
And whereas Our said Commissioners haic recommended unto 
Us to grant all the said booty for the use of the aforesaid 
Force of Regulars and Police, under the command of Licutc- 
nant-ColoncI Evans and to give such directions as to the 
appropriation and cllstributioii thcrcot as to Us should seem 
fit, to which Wc arc graciously pleased to condescend, 

Now Wc do hereby giic and grant to Our Secretary of Stale for 
India in Council, for the time being, all the aforesaid booty 
and proceeds, in trust for llic use of the aforesaid Force, 
Regulars and Police, under the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Evans, such booty to be distributed by Our Secretary 
of State for India in Council for the time being, or by any 
person oi' persons he niay appoint foz that puiposc in the 
following proportions, ri~., to the said Lieutenant-Colonel 
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Evans, one-fortieth part of the said booty and proceeds, and 
the remainder of the said booty and 2^i'occeds to be distribut- 
ed amongst the subordinate officers and men, belonging to the 
Forces, which took active part in the aforesaid operations in 
the following proportions, as far as the same may be appli- 
cable to the several ranks of officers and men engaged therein, 
such scale and proportions being settled and determined 
and fixed by and according to the calculation of the day’s 
pay of each rank, and being in the proportion of one share 
for each shilling of such days pay, videlicet; Majors, sixteen 
shares each ; Captains, twelve shares each ; Lieutenants, first 
class, after seven j-ears’ service, seven shares and a half each ; 
Ensigns, five shares and a half each ; the slyires of officers 

in command of Regiments to be double the amc of the 
” D£SX 

shares attached and accruing to them, according ^ day’s 

pay of their Regimental Rank only ; staff Sergeants, three 

shares each j Color Sergeants, tw o shares and a half each ; 

Sergeants, two shares each ; Corporals, one s'harc and a half 

each ; Privates, one share each. All officers on the Di\ isional, 

I'ersonal and General Staff to be allowed shares according to 

tlieir staff jja}', added to the half of their resjjective ranks. 

Rcgiinciital Staff Adjutants, ten shares each ; Quartermasters, 

six shares and a half each ; Assistant Sui’geons, ten shares 

each; together A^ith any additional sliarcs to which they or 

any of them may be entitled in virtue of additional pay or 

length of service. 

And We are graciously pleased to oi’der and direct, that in case 
any doubt shall ai’ise in respect to the distribution of the 
booty or proceeds, hereby granted as aforesaid, or respecting 
any claim or demand on the said booty or proceeds, the same 
shall be determined by Our Secretary^ of State for India in 
Council for the time being, or by sucli person or persons to 
whom he shall refer the same, which determiiiation thereupon 
made shall, Avith all convenient speed, be notified in Avriting 
to the Commissioners of Our Treasury, and the same shall be 
final and conclusive to all intents and purposes, unless AAithin 
three months after the receipt thereof at the ofliee of the 
Commissioners of Our Treasury, We shall be pleased otherwise 
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to order j hereby reserving to Ourselves to make such order 
therein as to Us shall seem fit. 

Given at Our Court at Rheinhardtsbi’iinn, this second day of 
October, in the twenty-sixth year of Our Reign and in the 
year of Our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two. 

By Her Majesty’s Command, 

(Signed) E. H. KNATCHBULL HUGISSON 
LUKE WHITE. 

By tins time a considerable force, over S,000 strong, was 
collected in the Satpuras, under command of Major Evans. The 
loss of his camp and treasure appeal’s to have exasperated Khaja 
Sing, an^d ho deieiminod to fight. His main body was on a hill 
called Amba Pitni, but he had detachments at some distance. Major 
Evans was surrounding him, and had tlirec columns closing in on 
him from various directions. A concerted plan of attack was drawn 
up, whereby the rebels were to be completely surrounded, and made 
to surrender or cut down. The Aiant of knowledge that a rebel 
detachment existed defeated the entire completion of this plan, but 
still the results were sufficiently satisfactory. The action at Amba 
Pani is best described iii Maj or Evans’ own iv ords. 

From 

Majou EVANS, 

COMDG. S.M'l'OOEA FlELU FoilCE. 

To 

The QUARTER-MASTER GENERAL oi- the ARAIY, 
Camp Aniha Paienee — April 1858. 

Sill, 

1 have the honor to report for the information of His Excellency 

the Comiuandor-in-Chief that soon after my arrival at Bur- 
waiiee I ascertained that Bhcemia and Mowassa Naiks had 
absolutely no intention whatever of submitting to terms, and 
that their only obj ect in negotiating \\ as to gain time. 

2 I therefore determined on attacking them on the morning of 

the 11th instant, ao also Kajali Sing, Owchit Sing and Kaloo 
Bhowa, who I learnt were encamped with them. 

3 With tliis view I issued orders to Captain Scaly to inarch on 

Dab a Bowrie, situated to the eastward of Amba Pawnee, on 
the morning of the lOlh, and for the detachment under his 
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orders, that under Captain Langston, which was then at 
Pursool, and the headquarter detachment at Burwanec, to 
leave their respective camps at daybreak and to join in a 
simultaneous attack from the north, south and east on the 
enemy’s position on the morning of the 11th instant. 

4 As mentioned in my former letter Bui’wanee is to the north 

and Pursool to the south of Amba Pawnee. 

5 The chiefs with three thousand followers consisting of Mack- 

rances and Bheels took up their position on the summit of a 

narrow and steep range of hills, the top of which afforded 

excellent shelter owing to their being croaned with rocks and 

huge stones. ^ 

0 My ow’n detachment and Captain Langston’s ‘attacked siinul- 

Troops eng.igetl 
11th Aprill8o8. 

Head quar ter a 
Detachment. 

45 Poona Horse 
210 Headquarters 
Wing 9tli N. 1. 

60-4th Uifles. 

110-Bhccl Corps. 

2— 4| Mortars. 

Right Detach- 
ment. 

Captain Langs- 
ton. 

58 Poona Horse. 

236 Left Wing 
9th X. I. 

58-4th Rifles. 

70-Bhoct Corps. 

2 — 4J Mortars. 

8 The troops w ere soon on the summit of the range, where a 

determined resistance was oflFered under cover of the rocks, 
especially by the Mackranies, who here fought desperately, 
and it was not till 3 p. m. that the hills were cleared of them. 

9 Many of the enemy escaped early from the right of the 

position owing to the unaccountable non-appearance of Cap- 
tain Sealy’s detachment, which up to the present moment I 
have not heard of. The only surmise I can make as to that 
detachment not having come up, is that it may have met 
with resistance on the road. 

10 The approaches to the enemy’s position excepting from the 
South are most diHicult ; that from the north was scarcely 
practicable. The detachment of the Poona Horse was 


taneously from front and I'car at about 
8 a.m., strength as per margin. 

Both columns advanced witli mucli spirit 
and circling round the enemy’s left flank 
attacked from three sides. 
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ultimately placed so as to prevent escape from the right flank, 
and the ememy were completely surrounded and tlieir entire 
position gained. 

12 The enemy could not have lost less than one hundred and 
fifty, killed. The number of wounded is unknown. Sixty-two 
men were taken prisoners, out of which fifty-seven have been 
shot by sentence of a Drumhead Court Martial. About two 
hundred women and children have also been taken prisoners. 
I enclose a list of casualties'. 

I have, etc. 

H. W. EVANS, Major, 

Comdg. Satpoora Field Force. 

Further particulars will be sent hereafter. 


From 

Major EVANS, 

Comdg. Satpoora Field Force. 

To 

The quarter-master GENERAL of the ARMY, 

Bombay. 

Camp near SUawad, 14th AprU 1858, 
Sir, 

With reference to my hurried report dated 12th instant, inform- 
ing you of the entire defeat on the 11th instant of the 
insurgent chiefs at Amba Pawnee, where a large number of 
their followers were attacked by a portion of the Field Force 
under my orders, and driven fi-om a strong and well chosen 
position, the approaches to which, excepting from that, 
point they had reason to believe inaccessible, I have now 
the pleasure to express to His Excellency the Commander-in- 
Chief how much I feel indebted to the whole of the ofllcers 


and men of all arms engaged, for the very gallant and 
spirited manner in which they commenced and followed up 
the attack and in spite of intense heat, unsatiated thirst and 
an obstinate resistance of seven hours’ duration, obtained 
complete possession of the enemy’s stronghold. 

2 The co-operation throughout w'as complete and both officers 
and men materially contributed to the success of the day, by 
displaying much coolness and intelligence as well as courage. 
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8 As an instance which fell under my own observation, I beg to 
bring to notice the conduct of Lieutenant Stanley Scott, 
Adjutant of the Bheol Corps, and Lieutenants Ilunson and 
Sibthorpe of the 9tli Regiment, who with some twenty men of 
tlie latter corps (N.B. there were also some men of the Bheel 
Corps and Easree Pursad, Sur.-Major) made an attack at the 
termination of the day on a strong position situated on the 
summit of a hill, protected by large boulders of stone and 
defended by a number of Mackranics, who, rendered dcsperatc- 
by the certainty of their ultimate destruction, made frequent 
sallies, sword in hand, and for some time offered a most deter- 
mined resistance. 

4 These officei’s taking advantage of the little cover the ground 

afforded cautiously but pcrseveringly advanced in skirmishing 
order, to within twelve paces of their enemy, keeping their 
men loaded for the final rush. They left four of their num- 
ber at the onslaught, but twenty-thi’ee of the Mackranies 
were left dead on the scene of action. 

5 I omitted to mention in my former letter that the four moun- 

tain train mortars w'erc brought to bear on the enemy with 
some effect for a short time, but the rapid advance of the 
troops from both sides rendered their prolonged use 
dangerous to m}^ men. 

6 Lieutenant Bassavi of the Artillery was unfortunately severely 

wounded by a sword cut in a gallant hand to hand encounter 
with one of the enemy. 

7 The detachment Poona Irregular Horse under Naib Russeldar 

Hyat Meer Khan did excellent service by taking up a posi- 
tion on the enemy’s right and thereby cutting off his retreat 
in that direction. 

8 I beg to enclose the accompanying report from Captain 

Langston, and in thanking Captain Birch and Lieutenant 
Hall for the gallant conduct noticed therein, I would also 
acknowledge the prompt, .able and successful manner in which 
Captain Langston, conducted the attack on the enemy’s rear. 

9 I find I have greatly underrated the enemy's loss j one hund- 

red and seventy bodies were counted after tlie action. The 
number of killed must therefore have exceeded two hundred. 
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10 I also Icuni that in addition to the sixty-two uitn taken })rison- 

ers four hundred and forty-five women and children anil 
ainongsti them Llie wives of some of tlie chief insurgents have 
been brought iii. In my former letter Llicir numbers Avere 
under-estimated. 

11 I beg to enclose an amended list of casualties by which it will 

be observed that I omitted to mention the name of Captain 
Birch ainoiigsb Ihc wounded and that most of the men who 
were missing arc now accounted for. 

I have, etc., etc. 

II. W. EVANS, iMAJOJt, 

Coindff. Hatpooru Field Force. 

P. S . — I have to express my obligation to Major Haselwood for 
having furnished me with the valuable information 
on which the attack w as based. 

II. W. EVANS, Majoh, 

Comdg. Satpoora Field Force. 

Captain Scaly, in charge of the Left Column, Avhich never got 
to Aniba Pani, also fought a creditable action at a hill called 
Dhaba Bavdi. 

From 

The OFFICER COMMANDING 

LEFT DETACHED COLUMN, 

Satpooua Field Fokce. 

To 

The acting STAFF OFFICER, 

SATPOORA FIELD FORCE, 

Amdha- Pawnee, 

Camp at Balxeana, 12th Apr'd 1858. 

Slu, 

I have the honor to forward for the information of Major 
Evans, Connnaiidiug Field Force, the following report of the 
operations of the column under my cummaud. 

30 
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At daylight on tho lltli instant, all thu baggage and coniniis- 


ArtiUery. 

1 Captain. 

1 Siibcdar. 

1 Stiiif S c r - 
gcant. 

9 flavlldars. 

12 Bank & File. 
2/4 Artillery. ^ 

1 Jcmcilar. ") 

2 HaviUl!ir.s. \-t 
20 Bank anil { 8 

File. J 5 


P. Home. 

1 Lieutenant. 

1 Kusaldar. 

1 Bussaldar. 

1 K. Bussaldar. 

4 DulTedars. 

37 Sowars. 

10th Regimental 

•N. I. 

2 Captains. 

2 Lieutenants. 

1 Ensign. 

3 Subedars. 

5 Jemedars. 

20 Havildurs. 

227 Hank & flic. 
10 Drummers 1 
Fifcr. 

5 Bhecstics. 


.sarint .snp 2 )]ics being ready, the culuiun after I'lir- 
nisbing the requisite guards and c-scorts inarehed 
strength as per margin, with the intention of 
co-operating with the otlier two columns in 
attacking the enemy at Amba Pawnee. After 
advancing about quarter of a mile 3 scouts were 
sent to a high hill on the right to ascertain if the 
enemy’s scouts could be seen. This not being the 
case the column marched on, and after advancing a 
half mile furtlicr a report was sent by the officers 
of the advanced guard that the leading filos heard 
sounds as of the firing of mortars. * 


Bheel Corps 
1 Liculcniuit. 

1 Subediir, 

1 Jcmediir. 

4 Havildfir.s. 

71 Hunk & lilc. 

Thinking that this might ijrocced from one or other of the 
columns, I proceeded with my staff officers to the front and 
had scarcely arrived there when some of the enemy were 
seen on the high hill to our right, and immediately a few 
shots were fired. 

The advance guard was in.stautly thrown into skirmishing order, 
and so soon as Cajjtain Briggs came up with the 19th Rcgi- 
juent N. I. he was directed to throw out a portion also. About 
thi.s time the enemy’s “ nuggara ” was heard and a green 
standard planted on the high ground on the right above 
mentioned, around rvliich a large body of the enoniy 
assembled, u bile a i»ortiou moved to occui)y the ravine on 
our front. 
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The officer of the aflvfinco pfuard. Captain Anderton, ‘^cciiifv 
this, iirocccdod to di>ilodge them ; while so employed ,a party 
of the enL'iu_\ had succeeded in gelling lo our left front, 
when Lienteiuiiit Atkins heading the detachment of the B. C. 
arrivetl and having driven lliein off held this important 
position with his detachment throughout the operations. 

It w'as in the performance of this duty that officer was 
wounded, and after securing the position was obliged to be 
convoyed to the rear. 

In the meantime the mountain train was brought into position 
and the gun was placed .so as to keep down the fire from 
^the ravine (which it raked) and from the high ground on 
the right front, while the howitzer was l>rought to play on 
the large body of the enemy wdierc their .standard had been 
planted, which was shortly removed and the enemy tempo- 
rarily dispersed, but on their again endeavouring to bring 
the standard to the front with the view of planting it, a 
round or two from the how'itzer again caused its removal. 

The fii’c of the enemy on our right front however continued 
heavy and the enemy attempted to descend but were driven 
hack by the 19th Regiment N. I. assisted by an occasional 
shell from the howitzer. 

It was about the time that an indh’idual of rank wearing a red 
turb.an, w'ho had particularly Jittracted the notice of all, fell 
wounded and was carried off (he wa.s supposed to be either 
Dawlccl Sing or Kajcc Sing) and placed under good cover 
picked off a number of the lUth Regiment N. I. and fi’om 
his piece .sovcr,al shots reached the gun and howitzer at a 
distance of bctw’ccn ,500 to 600 yards. It was only a fc»v 
p.accs di.stant from the howitzer that Lieut. Blair in the act of 
conveying some orders to the officer commanding the 19th 
Regiment N, I. was wounded. 

The fire of the enemy now slackened, and finding that I had 
CKpended more than J of the monnlain tr.ain .ammunition I 
only threw a shell occasion.ally, when I saw ,any of the enemy 
collected, but seeing from the very determined opposition 
we h.ad encountered that a very large body of the insurgents 
were around us, and encumbered with my wounded without 
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the menus for their tr.'insportj nntl having bcsirlcs 1,000 eom- 
missai'iiit bullocks with the supplies to protect I considered 
jb advisable to retire to mV original position at Dhubba 
Bawree. With this in view and while the fire was s'lack, I 
directed the baggage and commissariat to retire, sending tlic 
half of the Poona Horse with them. 

Finding that the enemy had in a great measure retired and fired 
an occasional shot onlj-, I commenced to withdraw the troops, 
leaving as a rear guard 2 Companies of the 19th Regiment 
N. I. accompanied by tlie gun from the mountain train, and 
reached Dhubba Bawree without further casualties about 
lOJ a. m., having been engaged with the enemy for 4iJiours. 

During the action the enemy made an attempt to capture our 
Commissariat and had detached about (200) two hundred 
men for that purpose, but were most successfully driven off 
and pursued by a party of the 19th Regiment N. I. and 
Bhcel Corps amounting to .54 men, under Subedar Somajeo 
Cudum of the former corps. 

I bog to enclose list of killed and wounded of the column, but 
I have been unable to ascertain the loss of the enemy. It 
must have however far exceeded ours. Before concluding I 
consider it my duty to bring to the notice of Major Evans that 
the troops liehaved throughout the action most satisfactorily 
and that I was well supported by all the officers and I am 
much indebted to them for tlicir exertions on the occasion. 

I have, etc. 

(i. r. SEALY, Captatx, . 

Comdff. Left Field Column, 

S. Field Force. 

The troops engaged in the three detachments are detailed, as 
regards Amba Pani, by Major Evans, and as regards Dhaba Bavdi 
in ('apt.ain Se.aly’s report. 

It should be mentioned that Lieut. Atkins who was wounded at 
Dhaba Bavdi, had been in the Persian Campaign with Sir James 
Outran! the previous season, and had only lately relumed to the 
Bhil Corps. 

The 11th of April 1858 may well be called the day of the 
culmination of the Bhil Corps’ history. . On manv occasions its 
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woi-tl) liar] l)pcn rlisplaj’Ptl in Jocal ivarfarc, J)otli inside and 
outside Khandcsli. It had fulfilled its Police duties creditably 
for 30 years, and had assisted in iuukinj:r the Province, previously 
to the jirescnt rehelllon, a peaceful and pros^jerous tract of 
country. At Uurhanpur and Asirgadh it had proved its fearless 
devotion to duty against mutineers, even tliough tliey were trained 
soldiers. But at Amha Pani it was associated witli the Lino on 
a footing of equality. Side by side they fought, fell, and conquer- 
ed. I'wo Bhil Corps officor.s wore wounded, several mon wore killed 
or wounded, and all share alike in the honourable roll of those 
‘ mentioned in despatches'.” Captain Birch was shot tlirougli tlie 
mouth, forj^unatcly without much permanent damage being done, 
and Lieutenant* Atkins was severely wounded through the 
slioulder. Tlie loss of the rebels was* most severe. Over 200 
were killed, and many more must have been wounded. Their 
main camp, with tlieir wives and families, fell into British hands, 
and the remainder fled disorganized. 

The victory was signal, and was duly acknowledged, but 
unfortunately it was not conclusive. Bhil outlaws may be com- 
pared to tape worms. So long as the head is not eradicated, it is 
not correct to say that the disease is cured. Neither Khaja Sing, 
Bhima nor Mavasya had been secured or killed, and unless this were 
done there could be no assurance of peace. A good many circum- 
stances combined to delay operations. There was the oncoming 
monsoon, and long discussions took place as to the disposal of 
troops while the rains lasted. The Resident at Tudore sent his 
Assistant to take Political charge. The crafty Bhil leaders, at the 
approach of an ofllcer of another department, delayed the campaign 
by tendering their submission. Bhima Naik actually ' came in ’ 
and stayed for several days. He went off again on the pretext of 
fetching Mavasya in, and having delayed as long as possible finally 
announced that neither he nor ilavasya nor anyone else intended to 
submit. Major Hasclwood was annoyed at the Political officer, and 
jMaj. Evans, giving him orders, while he was senior in rank to both. 
He also got an unfortunate attack of sunstroke. Captain Birch, 
though suffering from his n'ound, remained at his post. It is easj' 
to surmise that had ho been in full health, the rebels would not have 
escaped so long. 
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The result of the iiuiction was that Khaja Siuff ‘ ramc in,’ 
was pardoned, and actually reinstated. He, however, as nii{>’ht. have 
been expected, a^ain yielded to temptation in the sliape of a iar<>-e 
treasure on camels, which he looted and went out af<aiii. Lieutenants 
Atkins and Probyn pursued him and his gang, defeated him, ami 
recovei’cd over one lakh of treasure. Khnja Sing was left a fugitive, 
and died by assassination. This took place in I860. The operations, 
though small as regards force employed, were both well planned and 
successful, and are described by Government as having prevented 
another Bhil mutiny. Letters describing the final defeat of Khaja 
Sing and the manner of his death are appended. 

From 

LlETJTEIfANT P'. W. ATKINS, 

Acting Spperixtendent op Police, 

Candesh. 

To 

A. 11. GRANT, EsatriRE, 

Acting Collector and Magistrate op Candesh. 

Camp Seer poor, Gth June I860. 

Sib, 

I have the honor to report that on the afternoon of the 1st 
instant after marching from 12 o’clock the previous night 
Lieutenant Probyn and myself with a Detachment of the 
Bheel Corps and a party of the Poona Horse and Mounted 
Police, came up with the rebels under Khajia Sing in the 
Satpoora Hills soutlwest of Newalla in the Burwanee 
territory and completely routed them. They fled in all 
directions, leaving all they possessed in our hands. We 
pursued Khajia Sing, Mahdoo Sing and the mounted follow- 
ers with them for eight miles. They cflFcctcd their escape by 
leaving their horses on the brink of a precipitous ravine down 
which they fled on foot — ^two of the number were shot down, 
and three wounded, the latter having lieen carried off by a 
party of Bhecis into the I’avine. Night coming on and heavy 
rain having set In and our men and horses being completely 
exhausted, further pursuit was impracticable. We returned, 
therefore, to the rebel camp where we had left the main body 
o^ the Bheel detachment. 
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2 Wc halted for the night in the lulls anil marelicd back to 
llhoreghur on the summit of the Scindwah ghaut the next 
day, the heavy rain during the night having swollen the 
smallest stream so that it was rendered impassable and 
nothing more therefore could be done by us in the hills. 
Moreover the flour wc had taken with us for the men had 
become destroyed by the wet and the nearest place where a 
fresh supply was obtainable (i*i~, Palasnair) was distant some 
25 miles, where baggage animals were not procurable to 
bring on any supplies. The rain continuing in the Hills, 
Lieutenant Probyn and myself returned on the evening 
of ihe 2nd to Seerpoor leaving the men at Pula.snair where 
wc managed to procure good shelter for them. 

3 The rout of the rebels was complete. Everything they 
possessed was captured by us, including horses, cattle, provi- 
sions, etc., and a bag containing some 700 five-Franc pieces 
also fell into our possession. They had sent off their 
women and children early in the morning to a place some 
six koss distant where they had intended going the same 
night. All the Musahuans and foreigners who joined Kajee 
Sing have since deserted him and ii number of them arc 
prisonei's in our hands. From the statement of a pidsoncr 
who left him on the 3rd and who was apprehended the day 
before yesterday below the hills, it would apjjcar that Khajia 
did not succeed in carrying off any of the plundered treasure 
with him in his flight, the greater portion of it being buried 
in the Gowharia Hills beyond Wallwud. He pointed out to us 
a spot where wc discovered 71 bars of silver, but he cannot 
show the exact spot where the rest is buried. Wc have 
posted a pai-ty of Bheels in the Hills to prevent any one 
coming to carry it off, and arc making every search for it 
in the surrounding jungle. 

I The Bheels, the prisoner states, have deserted Khajee Sing, 
with the exception of some eight or ten who joined him from 
the Burwaiiee State and those wore the only followers ho had 
when the prisoner left him on the 3rd instant. Ivhajce Sing, 
is therefore, a helpless fugitive and now that he has been 
dcsei'ted by the few Ivhaudcish Bheels who accouipaiiied him 
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when he broke into rebellion 1 trust that he will ere long lull 
into our hmicls. 

I liiivc, etc., etc., 

F. W. ATKINS, Liectekaet, 
Acting Superintendent o/‘ Police. 

From 

ACTING MAGISTUATE, 

SEEurooii, 

Sth July. 

To 

S. aiANSFIELD, EsnuiuE, 

Police Commissioxee, 

Poona. 

The results of Atkins’ niid Probyn’s expedition against Kajeit 
Sing ai-e most gratifying, every foreigner in the Band 
disposed of. Band quite broken up. Ivajca a helpless fugitive 
starving in the jungles. One hundred and forty-si.v bricks 
of silver recovered and some cash, expect more. The service 
Atkins and Probyn have performed cannot be too highly 
eulogized. By their promptitude and dash they have prevented 
another Bhil war. 1 hope you ivill obtain from Govern* 
ment some substantial recognition of the good service done 
by them. Sir Kichmond Shakespear has directed withdrawal 
of regular troops from Bunvanee. 

A. K. GRANT 
Acting Magistrate. 

Fi’om 

Lieutenant O. PROBYN, 

Assistant Sueerintendent oe Police. 

To 

Captain F. W. ATKINS, 

Acting Superintendent op Police, 

Khanoesh. 

Camp Mailt gaum, S4th October 1860. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to inform you that llie Jieail of Khajia Sing 
Naik was brought into Seerpoor on tlie morning of the Srd 
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instant by Jemadar Roliedeeu, Sliaik Nhunoo, and Missrce 
Kliaa peon of the Stipendiary Police. Polad Sing Iiis son was 
also brought in a prisoner. 

2 In July last after Khaja Sing's Band had been dispersed by 
our " dour” and Khaja himself was known to be a fugitive 
with but half a dozen BliB followers, a Mukranee Jemadar 
of the Sooltanpur Police named Rohedeen was despatched 
in pursuit of him with a party of three or four other 
Mukranees, and the two men named in the first paragraph, and 
with the usual instructions authorizing him to use force if 
necessary. Before their plans could be carried out Khajcc 
Sing had been joined by Bheema Naik, and Rohedeen Naik, 
therefore it appears, entertained some dozen Mukranees from 
the other side of tlie Nurbuda who were, I have no doubt, 
actuated by the hope of earning the large reward offered 
by Government and in some degree probably by a spirit of 
revenge, consequent upon a very cruel murder which Khaja 
Sing committed on one of his Mukranee followers a day or 
two before he was attacked by us on the 1st of July. 

3 Being unable by any other means to ascertain where Khajee 

Sing was, Rohedeen had recourse to stratagem and joined 
the rebels under pretence of taking service with them. 
Bheema Naik it appear now parted company with Khajee 
Sing, and Rohedeen taking advantage of the opportunity 
and learning that Khajee Sing’s force was likely to 
receive a large accession of numbers in the coux’se of a 
day or two at furthest, found it necessary for his own 
safety to make an immediate attack. Khajee Sing was 
killed in Uic affair as also was one of the Bheels who offered 
resistance. Khajee Sing’s only son, a boy of about 14 
years of age who could of course make no fight, was taken 
prisoner, which was most fortunate as had he remained at 
large, his presence might have kept up the excitement 
amongst the Bheels. 

4 The Bheel followers of , Khajee Sing dispersed and fled in 

confusion on seeing their leader fall, but had this not 
happened, a rescue would in all probability have been 

31 



TttJi KfiANDESlt BItIL COEPS. 


cffcchecl, and it is quite certain tliat there would have been 
much loss of life. 

a Rohedeen and his follo%vcrs have 1 ‘eceived the Government 
reward of Rupees tliree thousand but in consideration of the 
additional gratuities and most important service performed by 
tliein ill capturing Polad Sing I trust you will recommend 
sonic further reward to be divided amongst Rohedeen and the 
other two members of the Police force. 

6 Polad Sing is in my camp and his final disposal will form the 
subject of a separate letter, in the meantime he will remain 
with me. 

I have, etc., etc. ^ 

OLIVER PROBYN, 

Assktnnt Supermtendent of Police, 

P. S . — I regret that there has been some delay in forwarding 
this letter which was partly occasioned by a desire on 
my part to settle with and dismiss to tlicir homes the 
Mufcraiiees engaged liy Jemadar Rohedeen before I 
should submit inj' report. 

0. PROBYlV, LlEUTliNAXT, 

Assistant Superintendent of Police, 

Khandesh. 

There are still living at Dharaiigaon three old men of those 
who fought at Amba Pani and Dhaba Bavdi. One of them by 
special request wrote down his recollections of those times, including 
also the death of Khaja Sing. The old man is over 90, is the son 
of one of Outrara’s original draft from the 123rd, and as a boy 
remembers to have seen Outram. Considering that he wrote the 
account here literally translated with his own hand and from his 
recollections, the slight inaccuracies may well be forgiven. His 
story is spirited, though all may not agree with the propriety of the 
pardon given to the Jamadar. 

Written by Bhauprasad Kanainun Dube resident of Dharangaon. 

It was requested that I should write what I remember of the old 
battles fought by the Bhil Corps. 
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In 1857 many iriinlustan regiincMits wnt against the Sarkar. 

In various parts rchcllions broke out, and caused abundant 

trouble to the ryots. The Sarkar with great labour 

restored order in Hindustan. So also in Khandesh Zilla 

there was a rebellion. Kiiaja Naik was hereditary warden 

of the Sindva pass, statioiied at Sangvi. He was paid 

monthly by the Sarkar, but owing to highway robberies 

occurring in his charge, Mansfield Saheb the Collector 

suspended him. He wanted hi.s pay, and therefore, he 

collected the Bhil chiefs, and a force of 2,000 or 3,000 

men. Among them were ^lakran is, Arabs, and Bhils. They 

Jiegan to rob and plunder .-ind do imicli damage. Therefore 

the Sarkar added to the existing regiment of 1,000 men a 

second regiment of 800 or 1)00 men, drilled it, and prepared 

it for service. Then the ('ollector Saheb sent for Khaja Xaik. 

He came with great secrecy to Dhulia, and the Saheb gave 

him to understand that it is evil to oppose the Sarkar-, He 

said that he would irring all to orde)- and went away, but 

he deceived the Saheb. Then 18 lakhs of treasure were being 

sent from Bombay, and Khaja Naik set on it below Sindva anrl 

looted it, and he looted other treasure two or three times, and 
i 

caused much trouble. 'I'han the Sarkar -enh Major Haselwood 
Saheb and Atkins Saheb and Birch Sahch with the regiment 
and I also went. Khaja Xaik placed half his men at Amha 
Pani and half at Dhaha Bavdi, Atkins Salieh was commanding 
at Diiaba Bavdi and ilajor Haselwooil at Amha Pani. 
Major Haselwood and Se<)tt Saliebs fornu'd all oiir division 
up and gave the oi-der to load. Then the Sahehs .sat on 
their hoi'scs and waved their topees and said “ You and we 
alike eat the Sarkar’.s .salt. At this time look not to your 
lives, but advance and slay, ami glorify the name of the 
Sarkar,” and the shooting of bullets ami cannon balls Avent 
on from 6 in the morning till 5 in the evening. Khaja had 
his store of guns and powder on the hill, and many men to 
load for liis Makranis. They loade<i, ami the Makraiiis and 
Arabs fired; and were in no danger. So Major Ha.selwood 
Saheb ordered an Artillery Saheb to fire a sliell. The 
Artillery Sahch looked with liis telescope ami measured ami 
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fired, and tliah slicll shruelc the hcaj) oJ' powder and burst.' and 
the powder exploded, and 1,500 men wlio were at that post 
were all killed. The rest began to flee, and wu caught 150 
men and tied them to the trees at Amba Pani. Next da 3 ' 
200 men were ordered to load, and the prisoner's were bound 
witli rope and set on the edge of the hill, and Major 
Haselwood Sahob gave the order to fire and they all died 
at once. And the hills were searched, and much money was 
found, and musk and saffron and ru])ees and ingots. They 
were placed in the Treasury. This is the story of Amba 
Pani. 

At Daba Bavdi were too of our regiment and Karim^Almiadu 
was there, and there were some regulars alscr. On them the 
Makranis and Arabs and Rhils fired from the hills, and 
Atkins Saheb wa.s struck on the side of his chest, so that the 
Salieb was very sick. He made Motilal damadar command- 
ing officer and came to Amba Pani. Motilal was commanding 
and making the assault, and he got behind a rock and sat 
there. An officer of regulars saw him and took his name. The 
regulars and Bliils look Dhaba Bavdi and assembled on Bel hill, 
and all the Officer Saheb.s sat in one place. The Adjutant of 
regulars rose and said to the Saheb “ My demand is that the 
Bhil Jamadar who marches with a sword was hiding behind 
a rock, therefore he must be shot from a cannon” and some 
said “ Let. him be trodden by an elephant.” So thej' said, 
but we sent Shriprasad Jamadar and he went to Atkins 
Saheb’s tent and told him all. Atkins Saheb said “ The Ad- 
jutant Saheb of regulars has seen him, what help is there ?’’ 
But we said “Let the Sahib look in his book of rules. W’e 
have learned the rules of Light Infantry. In them it is said 
plainly, that in assaulting a hill one should use the cover of 
trees or stones only one should not delay.” Then the Sahel) 
took his English printed book of rules and looked at all the 
sections. Then he asked for a doolie, and sat in it, and went 
where the Sahebs were sitting. And the Sahebs were told that 
Atkins Saheb is coming, and they all went near his bed, and 
he asked them Who demands anything of my Jamadar ?” 
And the C’ommandaiil of the Ucgulavs said, " My Adjutant 



THE CAEM AND THE STORW. 


has a demand and a complaint, that this Jamadar was sitting 
behind a stone witli In's sword on.” Atkins Salich said, “ Is 
the book of rules printed by the Sarknr right or no And 
all the Sahebs said, “ It is right. ” And Atkins Saheb threw 
the book of Light Infantry rules before them and said 
“ Wliat the Sarkar has printed in this, is it idght ? My 
people well know the Light Infantry drill. It is written 
that one should save hi.% life behind trees and stones M’hcn 
advancing to the assault. Accordingly my Jamadar was 
advancing in that \cry fashion. He neither retreated nor 
fled.” Then all the Sahebs agreed with Atkins Saheb and 
rejected the complaint of the Adjutant Saheb. 

Afterwards* Khaja Naik was not captured, but with Bhima 
Naik and two or three other chiefs encamped at the Goi 
River. Kliaja Naik’s old servant Rohidin Makrani had been 
to his home. He returned to Nandmhar, and with him ten 
Makranis. The Fauzdar of Nnndurbar sent them under 
escort to Probyn Saheb. When they came the Saheb said, 
“Catch Khaja Naik and I will give you Rs. 2,000.” Rohidin 
agreed and asked that the Police help Iiim, and that he 
might be given an authority that none should hinder him. 
And he returned to Nandurbar and told tlie Police and 
went into the hills, to the place where Khaja Naik was 
encamped. One of Khaja’s men seized him and told Khaja 
that Rohidin Makrani is come. Khaja said, “ Take away all 
his arms and bring him to me.” They placed him before 
Khaja Naik, and he said, “ Rohidin, you are my old servant, 
but you have seen the English, and arc come to kill me. The 
Sarkar offers you Rs. 2,000, but I say, take Rs. 5,000 and 
return to your country.” Rohidin said, “ Raja, I have 
eaten and drunk of yours, never will I do such treachery. I 
will remain in your service.” Then Khaja said “ Swear an 
oath.” And Rohidin took in his hand his Koran and swore, 
and Khaja said “ Take also the Bel,” and he took the Bel and 
Koran and said, “ I will never do treachery to you.” 
Bhima Naik,, said “Khaja Naik, this Makrani is a rogue, 
he will do treachery, do not trust him.” But he swore many 
paths, and t]ic Naiks kept him, and gave him a goat and 
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flour and said “ ffo aiul oat,’’ So Rohidiii served Khaja 
Naik. Now Khaja Naik wjis rclif^ious, and used to walk 
to worship, and he had with him a cliarm, that was bound in 
his hair, therefore no bullet nor sword 111111; him. And he took 
off his charm and cvcrjdhing else by the Goi River, and 
went into the water to wash. But Rohidin had caused 
a man to load his gun and sit in a nala by the river. 
Khaja Naik was looking towards the sun and wor- 
shipping, and then the Makrani fired the gun, and the ball 
struck Khaja in the back, and he cried aloud. All his Bhils 
lied, and Khaja said, “ Take cai*e of my son PoladSing’ 
and fell on the ground. And his sister ran anil tVU on him. 
Then Rohidin drew his sword and began to cut off Khaja’s 
head, and his sister complained, but Rohidin cut her to ]ncces 
and brought Polad Sing and the head to Dharangaon. And 
Probyn Saheb was very angry and said, “ When were you 
ordered to cut off his head ? ” There was the Collecior Saheb 
there and five or s'ix other Sahebs, and they hanged Khaja 
Naik’s bead on a nim tree near the school in Dharangaon. 
Many people came there to see it, and the Collector asked 
Polad Sing “ Whose head is this ? ” He answered “ It is niy 
father’s head.” He was then IJi or 15 years old, but he was 
very angry and said, “ This Rohidin has betrayed his salt. He 
took the Koran and the Bel and swore, and he has betrayed his 
oath. God will be avenged on him.” The Collector Saheb said 
“ Do not fear, the Sarkar’will be father and mother to you.” 
And he buried Khaja’s head, and made Rohidin a Jainadar, 
and gave him the reward, and sent' him to Nandurbar. There 
he served three months, and of a sudden worms appeared in his 
mouth and on his body and he died. 

Bhima Naik continued to give trouble till 1867, when he 
surrendei’ed and was transported. 

Nevertheless, the rebellion as a rebellion was broken at Amba 
Pani. The outlaws no doubt gave much trouble afterwards, 
but they were ratlicr a menace to private life and property than to 
the State. The field force returned to Ivliandcsh, and took no more 
serious part in the operations in tlic Satpupas, 
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In October Taiitya Topee was approaching from Central India. 
300 of the Bhil Corps were sent to Burhanpur in case lie invaded 
Khandesh, as was considered likely. Major Haselwood and Captain 
Birch accompained them, much to their own advantage, for they 
appear to have been taken by Sir Hugh Rose, who needed officers 
knowing local dialects, on his staff. Henceforward Lieutenant Atkins 
becomes Superintendent of Police and officiating Commandant. He 
also was absent for some time acting as A. D. C. interpreter to Sir 
Hugh Rose while he was in Nimar and the neighbouring country. 



CHAPTER XII, 


TRANSITION FROM MILITARY TO POLICE. 

"yyiTH the rains of 1868 began that undisturbed peace which the 
province has ever since enjoyed. Bhagoji Naik’s ^ing, which 
had entered its soutliern borders, had been ejcterminated. The shadow 
of Tantya Topee passed and was gone, and the Satpura Bhils were a 
despicable gang of dacoits. 

It may be said that the Asirgadh march, and the Satpura 
campaign were petty affairs, involving a few hundred men only. 
But the importance of a battle by no means always depends on the 
numbers engaged. How many hundreds fought at Koregaon 
Bhima, or how many for that matter were besieged at Lucknow? 
At Burlianpur and Asirgadh the Bhils were opposed to mutinous 
regulars, in the Satpuras to their own kith and kin. Yet to say 
they did not fail in their duty would be to use extremely moderate 
language. Their performance was steady throughout and at times 
brilliant, and they well deserved the Mutiny Medals which were 
allotted to all who had marched to Asirgadh, or had been present at 
Amba Pani and Uhaba Bavdi. Had the Sindva Pass not been kept 
open lor the passage of stores and war materials, annoying, perhaps 
dangerous, delay would have resulted. Had Tantya Topee known of 
an asylum in Asirgadh, there is little doubt which way he would 
have gone. 

Except that Lieut. Probyn was several times occupied during 
the next few years in hunting down Bhima and Iiis gang in the 
Akrani, sometimes in conjunction with regular troops, sometimes 
with his Bhils only, there was no more active service for the 
present. 

The internal administration of the two coi'ps began immediately 
to occupy attention. As regards the second corps, this was no 
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doubt very necessary. Though manj’ recruits had been obtained, 
and officers appointed, yet the second corps had never really existed 
as a regimental unit. On Ccunpaign, members of both corj)s served 
together and were not differ entJated by' numbers, but were always 
styled men of the Bhil Corps. The officers, appointed for specific 
duties, in the stress of the times had to do what fell nearest to their 
hand. The recruits at headquarters received but scanty and 
intermittent attention, for if an officer did happen to be at Dhar- 
angaon, he was sure to be called away for service elsewhere in a 
short time. 

Before he left the Corps, Major Hasclwood outlined a scheme 
defining ^the positions and duties of the two corps. He wished 
them to be both semi-military corps as hitheido. The 1st Bhil 
Corps was to be commanded by the Superintendent of Police, and 
the second by the 1st Assistant. Each was to be independent as 
regards regimental training and so forth, but the Superintendent 
was to exercise a general supervision over both corps, and to have 
the command in case of the necessity for combined action. The 
l.st corps was to remain at Dharangaon, and the 2nd to be 
placed at Malegaon. Each was to have a 2nd in command and an 
Adjutant, The 2nd in command was also to be Bhil agent but to be 
responsible to the Superintendent ns principal Bhil agent, rather 
than to the Collector. 

Mr. Mansfield opined that the 2nd Bhil Corps should be a 
service corps stationed at Malegaon. The 1st Bliil Corps should 
be retained ns at present, but should be relieved by the 2nd Corps 
of detachment duty at Dhulia and Malegaon. This would allow 
of nearly half the strength of the Ist Corps being normally at 
head-quarters. The 2nd Corps w'as to be independent of the Super- 
intendent of Police, except in cases of emergency, such ns frontier 
outbreaks, wlicn the 2nd Corps was to be liable to send aid as 
required. The Bhil Agents, now to all intents and purposes 
Revenue officers, were to be responsible to the Collector, while 
retaining their appointments in the Corps. In fact, they were to be 
in civil employ, but liable for military duty on emergency. 

Government issued orders, which do not exactly correspond 
with either of the above opinions, but are obviously influenced by 
both. 


38 
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From 

IT. I.. ANDERSON, EsoriKP,, 

SnCHETABY TO GOVEPVMF.VT, BomBAT. 


To 

A. BETTINGTON, Esqitiee, 


CojrMIS.StONF,R OF Poi.TCE. 


Secret Departmevt. 


Dated 14t1i Dec. 1858, 


Sir, 

With reference to Mr. Mansfield’s letter to j-oiir adch-css dated 
the 23rd October last, No. 1877, offering certain suggestions 
for the future organization of tlic two Bhccl Corps in 
Khandesli, I am directed by the Right Hon’ble the Governor 
in Council to communicate to you the following observations 
and instructions. 

9 The Right Hon’blc the Governor in Council considers that 
the best plan will bo to form the tn-o corps into a single 
corps composed of two battalions, each battalion to be 
treated precisely alike and to be placed on the same footing 
as the Kolhapoor Infantry and Sawant Warcc Local Corps, 
which perform the dutic.s of Regiments of the Line and at 
the same time take police dutic.s. 

3 His Lordship in Council considers that the Head-Quarters 

of the two battalions, which might be at Malligaum and 
Dhurrungaum, should always be of the same strength as the 
wing of a Regiment and should take the military duties of 
their stations, the remainder of the Corps performing all 
tletached find I’olice duties, thus relieving the regiments of 
the Line from service winch are considered prejudicial to 
military discipline. 

4 Each battalion should have its own separate Staff — Native 

Adjutant and Subedar and Havildar Major, but the Right 
Honourable the Governor in Council would make no altera- 
tion in the present strength of the corps with regard to 
. European officers. Each battalion has its own Commandant, 
Second in Command, and Adjutant, but as the corps iVill 
continue to be a civil one, the Superintendent of Police 
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will have a general coiinnand over both battalions, although 
it is understood tliat this should be sparingly exereised. 

5 . The Right Honourable the Governor in Council trusts that 
with the aid of these battalions the Bheels will soon become 
attached to the soil, the assessment of which is now being 
I'egulatcd on every modei’atc principles, and thus remove the 
necessity of keeping up the Rhccl Agencies, altliough His 
Lordship in Council <iuite agrees with iSlr. Mansfield’s opinion 
that the Agencies should be independent of tlie rolicc De- 
partment. 

G As these arrangements contemplate tlie removal of the Native 
Jlcgiment stationed at Malligaum and the abolition of the 
Brigade Coinmaiid in Kliandesh, the Right Honourable the 
Governor in Council has deemed it necessary to obtain the 
opinion of his Excellency the Commandcr-in-Chicf before 
giving effect to them in tlieir entirety 

I have tlie honor to be. Sir, &e., 

H. L. ANDERSON, 
Secretary to Government. 

Bombay Castle, 
llfth December 185S. 


Apparently the Bhil Corps, after their successes in war, settled 
down, strictly according to tribal custom, to a series of big drinks. 
Mr. iSIansficld, Major Hasclwmod, and Lieutenant Atkins knew them 
well, and apparently bore with their exuberance. 

But Major E. V. Arthur, who came as Sujjcrintendcnt in 1859, 
Jlajor llaselwood having returned to Ivliaiidcsh for a few inuiilhs 
and again having left the rrovince, had not been eainpaigning with 
the Bhils. He only saw the loosened belts and the inattention to 
discipline. His report is in no measured terms, and it had so 
niueh effect on Mr. Mansfield, old Khandeshi and lover of Bhils 
as he was, that he supported Major Arthur. That officer complain- 
ed that the Bhil Corps was Itizy, illiterate, and incompetent of 
performing police duties. It iniglit furnish guards and outposts, 
but for the detcetioii and prevention of crime it was useless. These 
important duties were entrusted to the irregular sibandis under 
the -Mamlntdars-, who were, paid the great salary of Rs. 4 a montli 
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eocli, and who worked, bribed, tortured, and corrupted accordingly- 
Major Artliur proposed, in effect, that the second Bhil Corps should 
bo disbanded, and the Sibandis abolished. A new force of educated 
I’oJice was to be raised, who should be responsible for those duties 
which had hitherto been ncglcietcd. 

Mr. Mansfield’s letter in support is a masterly summing up of 
the situation. It may w ell be understood that it w as w rung from 
him. There is so to speak a suggestion of Wellington standing up 
for the “scum of England " who won Waterloo, or of the antitheses 
in Mr. Kipling’s “ Tommy Atkins.” 

No. 1384 or 1851). 

CANDnibil Mauisthatis’s ObtlCl, 

Dhoolia, dlli August 18o9. 

from 

b. ^MANbElELLt, Esqi ibl, 

Magisieaii or Caxdush. 

To 

A. H. BETTINGTON, Esuriais, 

COMMISSIOXLR or PoLICi:, 

PooNAlt. 

SiK, 

I beg to forw ard a report from Major Arthur, Superintendent 
of Police, on the present state of the Police in Candesh with 
suggestions for remodelling it at a considerable saving to 
Government. 

.V The Police of Candesh consists first of the two Candesh 
Bheel Corps numbering 8,0 IT men in all ranks and costing 
Its. 18,818-8 per mensem. Secondly, a body of 92 mounted 
Police costing Rs. 1,903. Thirdly, 858 Police Peons or 
Scebundecs costing Rs. 3,112-13-1. Wc have therefore 2,997 
men of all ranks costing Rs. 23,836-3-4 per mensem for the 
detection and pruieiition of iTi’me in Caiidcsli, the area of 
which is upwards of 12,000 siiuare inile>, w ilh a population 
e.\cccdiiig 800,000. 'J’Iiljc numbers wouJil be more than siifli- 
cient pioiided the qualificaliuns of the men for police duties 
were e\tn respectable, hut J regret to stale such is not the 
case and notw iLlistanding the gjeat cApense incurred nothing 
can be more inefficient than the Candesh Police is at present. 
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3 Major Arthur in his 5th to 8th paras! roinuieiits on the 

anomalous positiuii of tho Suporijitriuk'iit Kuropraji officer, 
being Commandant of the 1st Caiidesh Bhecl Corps wliile 
liis Assistant is (.'ominandaut of the Snd Corps. Major 
Arthur being Superintendent is of course responsible for the 
state of the Police of the Zillali and yet nearly half of the 
Police force is under the immediate control of his Assistant 
with whom he cannot interfere either in i)unishing or reward- 
ing any men of the 2nd Corps. Captain Birch being so very 
junior to Major Haselwood and also being a great friend 
of his, no bad results ensued from the arrangement while they 
■vV-Tc in Ciindesh, ami I tlo not antieipiite any tiling but cordial 
c.o-opertilion between Alajor Arthur and Lieutenant Atkins, 
but still a diJference of opinion miglil occur and be very 
prejudicial to the Public service. I therefore concur nilh 
JIujor Arthur in the propriety of remodelling the constitution 
of the tw o (2) Corps, more parlicnlurly as there is not 
sufficient employment for more than four (Jj) European 
officers in the Police Department and tlic Bhccl Agencies. 

4 The Government have recently ordered the two (2) Corps to 

be reduced to 800 men, but I would recommend that they be 
further reduced to GOO men each and made into one corps. 
There shoukl be a Conunaudaut and Adjutant with two (2) 
other officers us Assistant Hujierin I undents of Police, who in 
time of service could he employed will) tlie corps. 

5 The Isl Bheel Corps wiis raised in 1825 find the strength fixed 

at 800 men. In ISIO it «as delurniineil to garrison Seindwa 
with it and an additional two (2) Companies of 100 men each 
sanctioned. These men have been entertained ever since 
though the design of garrisoning Suindiwa was never carried 
into clFcct. 

C The 2iid Corps was raised in 185”, during the mutinies, aiul 
llie slreiigih of eacli corjw was fixed at 1,000 men of all ruiiks 
making the Bheel levies 2,000, instead of llie original 800. 

7 Tlie object of levying tlie IsL Corjis in the Isl instance Wiis to 
civili/e llie Blieels, :tiul by giving regular jiay to a large 
number to attach them to the British Government. The 
experiment has been very successful, for wliile the Bhcels and 
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coolies of Gujcrat, Malwa and other districts arc almost as 
lawless as ever, the Candesh Bhcels arc quite tlie reverse and 
commit loss crime than other classes of the population. 

8 Though the above satisfactory i-csult has been obtained little 

or nothing has been done in the Bhccl Corps to stimulate the 
mental qualities of the Bhecls or raise their moral character. 
On a recruit being enlisted he is put through a course of drill 
for a few i\iouths and then sent on outpost duty under an 
inefficient native officer and is transferred from one post to 
anotlier till the end of his service and seldom visits Dhurrun- 
gaon except in case of sickness. He is therefore very little 

' superior in intelligence or conduct to his relations, living in 
the jungles. * 

9 The corps being entirely composed of Bhcels with the exception 

of a few Purdasccs, the Commanding Officers have been unable 
to repress drinking and improvident habits, owing to their 
universal prevalence, by promoting the good and discharging 
the bad men. There is us much drinking among tiie native 
and nuii'cuinmissiuned officers as among the men, and cunse- 
queutlj the corps generally are quite unequal to duties of 
police. This ox)inion I have formed after a bcvcu years’ 
residcucc in the province. 

10 The original duties intended for the corps to perform were to 

guard district treasuries, garrison outposts in unhealthy 
situations on the frontier bordering on districts inhabited by 
different tribes of Bheels, and assist in expeditions against 
insurgent \aiks. The efficient x)erfonnauc.e of these duties 
nas not inconqjutiblc with a very low degree of ijilclligence, 
and I don’t oujjpose there are IdO Bhecls in the two (ii) 
corps who can read and write and at the same time arc 
sufficiently abstemious to be entrusted with duties which require 
higher qualifiealious. 

11 The conslitulioii of the corjis requires, llierefore, an entire 

reform ii it is intended to make use of it us xmJicc. At 
present ten (10) men called rurdasccs are entertaincil in each 
Company, and from them arc selected a proportionate number 
of commissioned and non-commissioned officers. These men 
are much higher paid Umn the Bhccl ranks, and were intended, 



TPAKFiliyOV fltOM MIT.ITAP.Y TO rOUfE. {?55 

» 

I supposo, lo sph an example and at l.hr same time bo a clieek 
on the Bhccls. Tin's might have succeeded if the corps had 
boon kept together in one locality and tlie Pm’dasces had been 
properly selected. The duties allotted to the corps prevented, 
however, the former, and I regret to say that by the neglect of 
the Commanding Officers the Purdasoes are very inferior 
indeed, and in many instances not superior to the Bhcels in 
intelligence and conduct. I would therefore do away with the 
Purdasec ranks and give the Commanding Officer (after the 
reduction is effected by the discharge of unfit and the stoppage 
of reeruiting) authoritj' to enlist, those who may be found the 
ino,^t eligible, whether they be Bhccls- or any other caste, but 
lo give tile former the preference, and all should receive the 
same rates of pay, as proposed by ^lajor Arthur. Beading 
and writing and sobriety are indispensable qualifications for a 
policeman, and though we cannot expect for some years that 
every member of the police will possess them yet by keeping 
this object perpetually in view, I have no doubt we shall 
attain it in a much shoi'tcr period than would be generally 
supposed. 

12 The corps was originally intended to comprise men belonging 

to all the different tribes in the bills and plains. This has 
been lost sight of to a great extent and the great body of the 
Bbccl Corps is composed of " plain men, very little re- 
moved from coolies. This, I think, slioidd be altered and the 
Coiiiinandant should be urged to make efforts to secure men 
from the Satpoora and Satmulla Hills. 

13 1 quite concur with Major Arthur in the opinion expre.sscd in 

his nth para, “that the elements for the construction of a 
good police force do not exist in the Candesh Bhoel Corps 
and nnle.s.s they are placed on a diirercnt footing it would 
he bcHcr to let it remain a Political Corp.s, unebanged 
in its constitution, and perform the duties it w;is originally 
intended for, and be entirely unconnected ft itli the police. 
It could then be reduced to its original strength of 800 
men. This reduction would inA-olve the necessity of the 
undisciplined police being increased by an equal augmenta- 
tion, viz. 400,” 
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I ll T also r|lli^o concur with the opinion expressed by Major 
Artluir ill Jiis iSltli para, rcfrardinfr the impolicy of entertain- 
ing Scclmndcos on a pittance which affords them but a bare 
subsistence. The rates of pay he proposes to give them arc 
only fair. I should have proposed higher pay for them, for 
I am of tlio same opinion as the Commissioner in Scinde that 
the pay of a policeman ought to be higher than tliat of the 
regular sepoy of the line, but as that would be higher than 
the pay of any other police in the Presidency, I refrain 
from recommending an}* increase on Major Arthur’s rates. 

15 As to tlie arrangement proposed in Major Arthur’s 15th para., 

I have no objection to offer further than I tiiink the 
distribution of the different districts among the assistants 
should be left to tlie Superintendent and the ^Magistrate who 
are the hest judges of what is required. 

16 I have above stated that the duties of the Police and the 

Bheol Agencies can bo conducted by four (•t) European 
officers. As the duties of the two Agencies must be conducted 
by the two Assistant Superintendents of Police the expense 
of half their office establishments should be debited to the 
Police and half to the Revenue Superintendent. 

1“ I quite agree with Major Arthur in his remarks about the 
pay of Fowjdnrs and trust his recommendation regarding its 
increase will receive the sanction of Government. 

18 The measure proposed by Jlajor Arthur is, in my humble 
opinion, calculated to promote the efficiency of the Police to a 
very great degree and .as a saving of Rupees 3,466-1 -t 
per mensem or of Rupees 41,593 per annum Is effected, 
I trust it will meet with your hearty support, 

I have the honor to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

S. MANSFIELD, 

Magistrate. 

After some discussion, the arrangcment,s contemplated by- 
Major Arthur and Mr. Mansfield (now become Commissioner of 
Police) w-ere adopted by Government in October 1860, The orders, 
and the statement attached, are reproduced. 



STATEMENT SHOWING THE NUMBER AND 
COST OF PRESENT AND PROPOSED 
ESTABLISHMENT OF POLICE. 
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Present Esbihlisliment of PoUoi\ Proposed E.st«blisliinent of Police. 
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2nd-in Command 2 600 0 0 1,200 



TUANSITION laiOM MIUTAttY TO PpuCJi. gSil 




Present Establisliinenl of Police. Proiwicd Jistiiblishment of Police. 



Bheestees 





Allowances, etc.— 

For stationery, etc., for 20 Coinpa- 
nic.s at 8 rupees each 

For Havildar M.-iioi". 



AVcstern Bhccl Agency— as al)Ove... 







Present Kstahlishmeiit of Police, Proposed Est.ibli.shiiiciit of Police, 




Havildars 50 6 0 0 I 300 0 0 I 48 | 10 0 0 , 480 


J'TtANSITION FTiOAr jriT.TTAT!Y TO TOIAC'E. SfiS 





Tiir, KTTAxnrsn tiitti. roups. 
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JiOilBAV CaSTT.P, 

IHth October 18()0. 

Jii ilinal Dejm rtinen t. 

SiK, 

I fim directed by ll'c IIoiKiiiviilde ilie GoNcrnor in Cmincil to 
iicknow ledge Hie receipt' of a our letter No. !i8!5 dated 1 Itli 
.IiiK last and to transmit co]n of tlu (toiermnent Resolution 
regarding tlie reduction of the Slid Khatidesli Rlieel Corps 
and A onr jiroposal to remodel the jaiy and emoluments of 
the disci])lincd and imdisciplined Police. 

Hcxohitinn. 

The arrangements proposed' Iia itajor Arthur .uid the ('oni- 
missioner of Police Xortherii Oiiision are \er_v judicious. 
The partial alisorplioii of the find Khandesh RhecI Corjis 
Aiill ju'oiide the estahhsliment of the discijilined and un- 
disciplined Police on .m efficient basis .ind will alford a 
saA'ing of rupoes three thousand eight hundred and seventy 
tno per ineiisem. The Honourable the Governor in Council 
approies of the arrangements jiroposed and authorizes their 
ado])tiou. 

S The Honouralde the GoAernor in Council concurs with the 
Commissioner of Police Xortliern DiAision in considering 
that the pay of the Commandant of the Corps may he jiaid 
in future at rupees eight hundred per mensem. 

1 IiaA’e the honour, &c., 

JI. ANDKHHON. 

Chief Serreifirt/. 

In consequence of those measures, Government also issued I he 
folloAA'ing orders : — 

No. iioiil of 1860. 

RoainvY Castt.I', 
l“th October 186(1. 

Judicial Department. 

Sm, 

I am directed lo .icknowlcdge tlic receipt of Aonr letter No. 2fll< 
of the 1 Ith .Inly last, and lo transmit copy of the GoA'ern- 
inent resolution approving of the appointments recommended 
by your resolution. 
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Consequent to the reorganization and reduction of the Khandesh 
Bheel Corps it will bo necessary to make a selection from the 
officei’s now altiiched to the two Corps. The Honourable the 
Governor in Council is therefore pleased on the recommen- 
dation of the Commissioner of Police Northern division who 
was formerly Magistrate of Khandesh to make the following 
appointments. 

Lieutenant Atkins to be Superintendent of Police and Comman- 
dant of the Khandesh Bheel Corps. 

Lieutenant Probyn to be Second in Command. 

Captain S. Scott to be Third in Command, Lieutenant Stanley 
Bell to be Adjutant, 

The 'Services of Captain Rice and Lieutenant C. Grant should be 
placed at the disposal of His Excellency the Commandcr-in- 
Cliief. 

The necessary orders have been issued. 

I have the honor &c. &c., 

H. L. ANDERSON. 

Chief Secretary. 

The second Bhil Corps ceased to exist, after a life of three years 
only. As a matter of fact, it hardly can bo said to have had any 
real separate existence from its parent. It was an additional levy 
to meet an emergency. Its members worked in and out with those 
of the first Corps, and the two wore nea’-or distinguished into separate 
units. The number of recruits enlisted into the 2nd Corps rose to 
800 in 1858. There are in existence separate indents for clothing 
etc. from Major Hnselwood and Captain Birch. But in another 
letter, referring to the Bhil Agencies, Major Haselwood points out 
that botli coi'ps were perpetually short of one or more officers, that 
the officers had to serve where they were needed, .and to take with 
them such men as they could get. 

With the retui’ii of peace and the increase of prosperity, the 
Police sepoys hegan to feel the lowness of their pay. Recruits 
became increasingly hard to procure, and men in service complained 
that they could earn more b}' private labour. Two curious reasons 
for the <lifficulty of procuring Policemen are officially mentioned 
One is, that the labouring classes were earning very high wages foi- 

34 
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going to tlic hills and cutting sleepers for Hie new G*. I. P. Railway 
now being built. The other is that the intricacies of the new 
Penal Cotie were so great, that they made the Policeman’s life an 
extremely unhappy one. 

At this time the parganas of Varangaon (now' Bhusaval) and 
Fidalabad were added to the Province, having been ceded by Sindia. 
A considei’able stretch of jungle in the north cast corner was given 
over to Holkar. Much correspondence a.s to the providing of 
extra Police for the now addition-s ensued, but Government was all 
for economy, and little was done. 

In 1861 Major Arthur ivas succeeded by Captain Atkins for a 
few month.s, and then by Capbvin Probyn, who was destined to 
remain as Superintendent Police and Commandant of the Blfil Corps 
for upwards of 20 years. In himself he forms a link lietwccn the 
times of .the Mutiny and the pre.sent day, for there are olTlccrs now- 
in service, or on pcn.sion, who served with him or under him. He 
joined in IS.'jS almost immediately after Amba Pani, and much to 
his annoyance was made to do the adjutant’s work at Dharangaon. 
Although ho missed the most glorious day of ihe Corjis, he assisted, 
as recorded (djovc, in crushing the second outbreak of Khaja Sing, 
and did a great deal of hard work about the Akrani pursuing and 
rounding up the Badvani rebels. 

In the same year the office of Srd in command of the Bhil 
Corps was nboli.shod. The remaining officers were the Commandant, 
(also Superintendent Police and Principal Bhil Agent) the 2nd in 
command, (also Assistant Superintendent Police and Western Bhil 
Agent) and the Adjutant, (also Assistant Superintendent Police). 
The Southern Bln‘1 Agency', which comprized the country where 
Outran] began his w'ork, and which was said to contain the wildest of 
all the Bhils, W’as now so civilized as not to require a separate Agent. 
Indeed, during the Mutiny when Bhagoji Naik entered the south of 
the Province, he seems to have reckoned on gaining some support 
from the Bhils of the Kannad Agency. Doubtless he had heard 
tales of their ancient prowess, and thought that, like their cousins in 
the Satpui'as, if they only had a bold enough loader they would rise. 
But every report fi-om ISljT onwards shews how Bhagoji misjudged 
the Satmala Bhils. They stood firm by the Government which had 
protected them, and refused cither to join the rebels or to harbour 
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tlioiii. The consequence was that Bhagoji and his followei's did not 
remain in Khandcsli. One reason for this iinprovcnicnt was no 
doubt the spread of cultivation. The Satinalas are not so much a 
range of hills as a range of clitfs. Khandesh — no doubt itself once 
a lake or sea, — lies at the bottom. The Deccan plateau lies on 
the top. Both above and below the land is level and fairly rich 
almost to the edge. As cultivation extended, it began to leave 
oidy the narrow range of actual clitfs as jungle. Outlaw Bhils, 
like wild animals, require a large extent of jungle in which to hide 
and from which to sally forth. The Satmahi jungles were narrowed 
to a long and inaccessible strip, and both outlaws and w'ild animals 
yielded , to cultivation. Captain Ovans and many officci-s down to 
]\Iajor Gill used to pursue the Bhils or hunt the tigers and bears. 
Now there is not a bear in the Khandesh Satinalas, and if n tiger 
is heard of, it is only an occasional wanderer. 

In 1862 there \vas a scare, involving Khandesh and the Deccan, 
caused by the circulation of chapattis from village to village. 
This w'as considered by some to be an incitement to mutiny, but w'as 
treated by Government wdth contempt. The following extract from 
a letter written by the Commissioner of Police will show how diffi- 
cult it was in 1858 to distinguish between bitter tragedy and broad 
farce. 

Government will recollect that in 1858 Major 'Arthur traced 
a similar movement (the same indeed which the Deputy 
Coiiiinissioner in Berar proclaimed to be rebellion involving 
the punishment of death) to the fulfilment of tlic vow of a 
sick barber ; who having recovered from his own indigestion 
prepared for the village dogs a basket of pudding ends, 
“ about the size of a nine pound cannon shot ” which the 
Deputy Commissioner and his Medical Adviser thought ivere 
sweetened with treacle which apparently from having gone 
the -wrong way caused much uneasiness. 

Generally speaking, the Province enjoyed, from 1860 onwards, 
a period of rapidly advancing prosperity. The Collectorale was in 
charge of Mr. Ashburner, one of the ablest officers ever in the 
Province. It correspojidcd more nearly in area with the geogra- 
phical Province than ever before or after. It is true that the 
fortress of Asirgadh, and the city and tahsil of Burhanpur, were 
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tacked on to Nimad. Why this was done is not apparent, 
for ill even comparatively recent docuiiicnts Burliaiipur was 
alluded to as the capital of Khandesh. It and Asirgadh were 
garrisoned by the Bombay Army, and both were saved by the 
Bhil Corps. It can hardly have escaped the notice of the local 
officers that there never was an3'’ but an artificial boundary 
between Raver and Burhanpui*, that the people west of Asirgadh 
are Khandeshi and those cast arc Nimari, and that the natural 
liouiidary is both well defined and comiiletc. Be this as it may’, 
Burhanpur was gone. Sindia however had quitted the Province, 
even ^'araiigaon and Edalabad being added to Khandesh. In other 
respects, except for the Nizam’s encroachments below the Satnialas, 
the J’rovince was one and complete, and was as fine .a Cbllectorate as 
man could wish for. The house of Jlmnsi had been extirpated from 
Parola, for the local nieinbcrs of the family were implicated in the 
horrors of Jhansi itself, their estates iverc forfeited, and many of 
them were transported. One of them on his return from banishment 
petitioned for the restoration of the Parola estate. In the course of 
his petition he mentions that he was transferred from the Andamans 
to the charge of Sir <1. Brooke in Sarawak. This is probably an 
unique experience for the stay-at-hoine Khandeshi. 

The Bombay Agra road traversed the district from Cliaiidore to 
tlie Siiidva Pass, and was metalled throughout. The Commandant of 
the Bhil Corps was rcqui.sitioncd for strong guards over the convict 
gang which was making the metalled road from Dhulia to Chalisgaon, 
to join the G. I. P. Railway. That line a'as complete as far as the 
Tapti, and was being pushed onwards, with the effect of diverting 
trade from the Sindva Pass. Everywhere branch roads were 
growing, and were being planted with avenues of trees. These 
avenues still exist, to the perpetual glory of Mr. Ashburner who was 
responsible for them. 

Cultivation spread rapidly, the deserted villages Avere repopu- 
lated. The increase of the cotton trade, and the facilities for 
transmission, rapidly increased the resources of the Province. The 
Bhils found ample occupation in agriculture, labour, Avatchjing of 
crops and other miscellaneous duties. They Avere encouraged to 
return each to liia ancestral village. Their hereditary rights as 
village Police were reasserted and confirmed, and their hereditary 
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luiids were restored. In short, the Province became as peaceful and 
as prosperous as any other district. The Bhil Corps automatically 
began to do the duty of armed Police, and that duty only, for the 
very good reason that there was no strictly military duty for it to 
perform. As a military force it lost its raison d^Hre, and this fact 
forced itself upon the notice of Government fay degrees. In fact, as 
the years went bj* tlic retention of the Bhil Corps became more and 
more a matter of sentiment and tradition. True, the sentiment, was 
kind and wortliy, and the tradition honoui'able and glorious, but botli 
had eventually to yield to the practical needs of the age. 



CHAPTER Kill. 


FINAL CONVERSION INTO ARMED POIACE. 

T here is no doubt tlmt the Corps would have been iiiucli earlier 
converted into Police but for its Commandant. Majo;’ Probyn 
was one of the most remarkable men who ever sgrvetl in Khandesh. 
His chivalr 3 % his prowess in arms and in sport, and his loveable 
charactci", endeared him to the Bhils as to every one else, and pre- 
vented the Corps falling to pieces so long as he commanded it. 

Oliver Probyn j oined the Company’s service in 1843 and was 
appointed to the 3rd Regiment N. I. in 1844. He took pai’t in the 
Sikh war of 1848-49 and was ijrcscnt at the siege of IMooltan and 
the battle of Guzerat. In 1849 lie was employed with the field force 
North of Peshawar and in the Swat Country. 

In 1853 be was adjutant of his regiment at Sholapur, and 
there met with an accident which compelled him to leave the regular 
arm}'. He was loading an air gun, not one of the toj's made nowa- 
days, but a powerful weapon designed to kill. The weapon explod- 
ed, blowing off his right hand entirely, and two fingers of his left. 
1 1 is told of him that he endured the necessary operations without 
anj' anmsthetics, and that as he watched the doctor amputating his 
arm, he remarked that it was being taken off too close to the injured 
wrist. He was told that the object was to leave him as long an arm 
as possible. Rut his idea proved correct, for in a few days it 
became necessary to amputate again near tlie elbow. 

For some time Lieutenant Probyn was on the invalid list. 
He managed to obtain some employment in 1856, when he was sent 
to Australia on deputation, with what object is not stated. He 
returned during the Mutiny, and was for a short time emiiloyed 
with the Rajputana field force. Soon .afterwards he was ap- 
pointed to the Khandesh Bhil Corps, and to it he gave up the 
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remaining years of his life, for he died even ns he reached Home in 
1883, nlien he liad just retired. Hi& friends put up memorial 
brasses to him in St. Alary’s Poona, and in the Parish Church of his 
home with this inscription. 

3n tnemor|> of illajor (i^ltber ^robpn, C.S.iC. 

youngest son of JOHN PROBYN. ESQ.. OF MANOR HOUSE, LONGIIOPE IN THE 
COUNTY OF GLOUCESTER. 

LATE OF THE .!Bn REGIMENT OF BOMBAV NATIVE INFANTRY, AND FOR 
TWENTY-SIX YEARS, 

nilBEL AGENT AND SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE IX THE PROVINOE OF 
KIIANDBSH. 

A M VN OF PURE HEART, HRAVB, HONEST, AND TRUE. HE WON THE 
OONFinENFE AND ESTEEM OP THE GOVERNMENT AND THE RESPECT AND 
AFFECTION OP ALL AMONG 
WHOM HE SERVED 

THIS monument IS ERECTED HY IIIS COMRADES, WHO UNITE IN LAMENTING 
THE LO^S oli A gallant OFFICER, AND A VALUED FRIEND. 

HE DIED IN LONDON ON THE CDTir JULY ISSS, WITHIN A MONTH AFTER HIS 
DEPARTURE PROM INDIA. 

He had only Ihree fingers out of ton, and those on his left hand. 
Yet he wrote a clear and characteristic hand writing. An officer 
still on the active list uho sciwed vith him states that he eoiild al- 
M'ays reckon on killing two snipe right and left, usually took first 
spear when pigsticking, and was a fearless gentleman rider. Another 
says “ The Sahebs loved liini, and the Bhils adored him." 

The courtesy of sonic of the members of his family has provi- 
ded the following interesling account, written by one who knew him 
well. 

I remember well Oliver’s introducing me to the Bhils as his 
own “gaumwallnh” — (the man from the same village) — the 
greatest compliment in Bhil eyes fhaf he could pay to an 
unknown 8ahib, and one that gave me more prestige in their 
eyes than I probably dcsciwcd. I played cricket with the 
Bhils, and got some of the best shikaris appointed to my 
guard. Oliver Prohyn often umpired, and took a paternal 
interest in my welfare. 

He was then a noted tiger sliot, and a splendid horseman. His 
feat in winning the Poona Derby and many other triumphs 
on horseback will not be forgotten by any of his contem- 
poraries. He delighted to show his friends their first tiger, 
and to tccich them all the wood craft he knew. He showed 
pie my fii’st tiger, and bo, at it up to me himself on his faiop- 
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rite elephant j and this was only the first of sever.al tigers 
that I shot or assisted others to shoot in his company. Those 
who remember the Khandesh of those days vill recall the 
famous shooting camps by the Tapti on the Khandesh 
Kajpipla frontier and the wild haunts of Damji Wassasa of 
Sagbara whose boundary I afterwards settled when Assistant 
Political Agent in Rewa Kanta in 1873. Sagbara w'as then 
noted as a Cave of Adullam, fret|uentcd both b}’ wild beasts 
and wilder men. 

I also recall to mind in connection with Oliver Probjn and the 
late Major Gill of Adjunta, near the celebrated Caves, a lame 
tiger on 3 logs, commonly known as the ‘ Lungrawallah 
Shailan’, which Probyn intended to shoot, and had carcfullj' 
posted himself for the shot. That tiger was limping straight 
up to Probyn, when a sepoy incautiously gave a low- 
whistle. This the tiger heard and promptly changed his 
course and came opposite to my tiec sitting down on its 
haunches like a huge cat, and holding up its damaged fore 
paw. I took my chance and the tiger fell to my shot. 
Probyn though sorely disappointed at his own ill luck 
praised me fdr the shot which rid the neighbourhood of a 
weird beast which being crippled was ivpccted to become a 
maneater, but he did not forgive the careless sepoy who 
whistled at the wrong time, <uul spoilt liis chance. I can hear 
him now in very fluent Hindustani admonishing that sepoy in 
terms whicli the Bliils vciy well understood and greatly en- 
joyed. The relatives of that sepoy must liave .scjuirined if 
they could liavc heard the Sahib’s ‘ winged words’ addressed to 
their luckless caste man. Doubtless they had often heard the 
same before from ‘ kala log’ v\hen they were drunk, but the 
Sahib’s vernacular compliments were far more important and 
were reserved for great occasions. 

Probyn’s Monsoon head quarters were at Dliurungaum and there 
I also liv'cd for one or two seasons in company with H. E. If. 
(now Sir Evan) James and Henry Scaniiell, Assistant Su- 
perintendent of Police. Probyn's Police Assistants at this 
time were Captain Frank Wise, Captain Gordon Rirdwood, 
and II. Scanncll, ail alas now- gone, Probyn was a little king 
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in his own way at Dhurungaum, worshipped by the Bhils as 
Outrain was before him, and beloved and honoured by all his 
flngUsh friends. Besides being an excellent rifle shot he 
was wonderful witli his shot gun at quail, snipe and florican. 
He used to shoot with two 28 bore •shot guns very light in 
weight, in fact mere toys, which he could use almost with one 
hand, and could . carry all day without fatigue, lie kept 
himself in wonderful riding condition by great abstemiousness 
in food, and drinking very little ; but he was noted amongst 
his English friends for his skill in making ' cocktails’, and 
cunning small drinks which he could vary at will according 
to the taste of his guests. He was one of the most com- 
panionable men I ever knew, and the time I spent in Khan- 
desh from 1869 to November 1871 serving under Lionel 
Ashburner C.S.I. as Collector, C.B. (afterwards Sir Charles) 
Pritchard K.C.S.I., H-E-M. (afterwards Sir Evan) James, 
and Oliver Probyn, I look back upon as some of the pleas- 
antest in my whole service. 

Of Probyn’s career after I loft Khandesh I have no personal 
knowledge, but I often used to meet him vhen I was Political 
Assistant in Rewa Kanta and Assistant Resident at Baroda. 
Those who roinoinber the hospitable Breach Candy bungalow 
of the three brothers ( ampbell aitli tijeir beautiful garden, 
and excellent badininlon coiix't, can reiall Oliver Probyii’s 
wonderful .skill at that game, playing as he did with his 
crippled left hand and using his bat as ell as the best of us. 
All three brothers were like iny.self great admirers of Oliver 
Probyn, or Probyn Bhao (Brother P.) as he was commonly 
called by his intimates in those days. Major Probyn’s 
public services liave been coniinoinoraled in the tablets erected 
to his memory both at Poona and at Linghope County 
Gloucester, where his father resided. By those who knew him 
as I did he will never be forgotten. He died unmarried 
leaving behind him the memory of a brave and simple nature 
sans peiir (t sans rcproche. Such men are always scarce. 

On one occasion Nimlya Naik, a Bhil leader who was associ- 
ated with Bhimya in his depredations in Badvaiii State, was so 
hard pressed by the troops that he crossed the frontier into Khandeshj 

S5 
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leaving all behind him, including his child, who was accidentally 
killed in the pursuit. He ran into Probyn’s camp, entered hia tent, 
fell at his feet and demanded sanctuarj'. This could not be offered 
to an outlawed dacoit, but as it had been demanded, Probyn said that 
Nimlya would not be arrested in Khandesh provided he left it within 
48 hours. At the same time he advised Nimlya to go at once to his 
pursuers’ camp and surrender. For this act of combined chivalry 
and good j udgment Probyn was commended by Government. 

Old Bhils still living who served under Probyn confess to having 
had a respect for the shrewd blows which he was able to inflict with 
the hook he wore on his right arm or the dogwhip he habitually 
carried. But they combined this fear with a real respect for him as 
a gallant officer and a fearless hunter and with a love*for him as a 
friend and patron. 

So great was his prowess in sport, that he was allowed the use 
of several Government elephants for many years for the express 
purpose of killing the tigers which infested the western and northern 
jungles. The Agency reports contain the thanks of Government 
year by year for the good service done in this w'ay. 

Such was the last great commandant of the Khandesh Bhil 
corps. Worse mutilated than Nelson, he had all Nelson’s dash 
and vigour, and commanded as much as Nelson the affections of his 
men. That he had not the same opportunities as Nelson of showing 
his prowess in the field, is hardly his fault. 

In 1872 a Bhil named Jagtya collected a band in the Badvani 
hills and began to plunder. Preparations were made to oppose him, 
but he was defeated and taken by Holkar’s Troops before he 
reached Khandesh. 

In 1879 Captain Probyn was ordered to Poona with a detacli- 
ment of the Bhil Corps to take part in the operations against the 
outlaw Vasudeo Phadke. This was the last occasion on which the 
Corps served outside Khandesh, and it is gratifying to read that 
the service was well performed. In the same year there was a scare 
in Khande.sh owing to the discovery of sympathizers with Vasudeo 
who were collecting men and funds for him. At the same time a 
series of dacoities were committed in the south of the Province. 
It was feared that an organized rising was in progress, but the 
fears were proved to be groundless. 
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Various officers served under Probyn from time to time, at least 
three of whom afterwards rose to the position of Inspector-General 
of Police. Their services were no doubt many and distinguished, 
but tliey won their distinction elsewhere. Civilian Police Officers were 
admitted to the Corps. The native Officers were refused commissions, 
and treated as Policemen. Probyn himself signed himself always as 
Superintendent, not as Commandant. On one occasion he wished for 
more unarmed Police, and in his letter submitting the proposals he 
speaks of “ a transfer from the armed to the unarmed Police. 

Nothing remained for the Bhil Corps to do, except ordinary 
Police routine duties. While Probyn still commanded, little was said, but 
soon after he left, it was urged that the Bhils were not the best type 
of men for sifch flutics, that the Corps had outlived its usefulness, 
and might well be disbanded. In truth, ordinary, regular, uneventful 
work has no attractions for Bhils. Great efforts, almost superhu- 
man exertions, to obtain sport or plunder, they cheerfully undertake, 
but always in the hope of subsequent periods of idleness. The 
regular drill of a regiment to them seems purposeless, just as the 
methodical labourer of an artificer or a mill hand is intolerably dull. 

Before striking the final blow. Government consulted several 
officers of experience. It is noteworthy that one and all, though 
recommending the change, shewed much regret that it had to be 
made. The name of Outram, the past services of the Corps, the 
picturesque nature of the Bhils, and above all the indescribable 
charm which the Province has always had I'or those who have served 
in it, all exercized their influence. But sentiment could not stand 
against utility and common sense, and the final orders, published in 
July 1891, arc here reproduced. 

POLICE ESTABLISHMENT. 

Redisteibution of Police Foece. 

Resolution, 

The effect of the opinions received under Government Resolution 
No. 1S60, dated the 38th February, paragraph 3, is to con- 
firm the view previously taken by the Governor in Council 
that the re-organization on the lines suggested by the Inspec- 
tor-General of Police of the Bhil Corps in Khandesh is prac- 
ticable, while at the same time it requires to be carried out 
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with caution. The reports of Messrs. Moore and Loch who 
have had the most recent experience, show that the corps 
has seriously deteriorated in smartness and efficiency while it 
has almost entirely lost touch with the Bhils of the hills and 
' forests. The transformation of the Corps into the Armed 

Police of Khandesh, as recommended by the Inspector-Gen- 
eral of Police, is accordingly approved ; but it is desirable 
to prevent the rise of any suspicion in the minds of the Bhil 
population that in making this reform. Government is with- 
drawing from their race an aid to livelihood which they have 
enjoyed for more than half a century. In carrying out the 
reorganization, therefore, the whole existing number (jf Bhils 
in the Corps, except those who are entitled to full pension and 
whom it is desirable to retire at once, should be transferred to 
the Armed Branch of the Khandesh Police and in order not 
to part liastily with the old designation, the official title of 
that Branch should for the present, be the “ Khandesh Armed 
Police (Bhil Corps).” The reduction to 600 in the strengtJi 
of the Corps is sanctioned, subject to the report of the Com- 
mittee appointed by Government Resolution Ko. 2391, dated 
the 29th April 1891, but the reductions should be effected 
gradually, and as far as possible Bhils should continue to be 
recruited up to their present strength in the Corps, if fit 
men can be found. Under no circumstances should the number 
of Bhils in tiie arine^**^nch be allowed to fall below 200. 
Should the inm^ed rates of pay recommended by the 
Inspector-General of Police be finally accepted by Govern- 
ment, the Governor in Council tliinks that the difficulty now 
experienced in obtaining efficient recruits from the hill 
Bhils will to some extent disappear. Government indeed 
agree with Mr. Loch in thinking there is no obvious 
reason why Bhils of sxifficient intelligence should not be 
found for service in the Unarmed Branch. 

It will be noted that the old name is still kept up, and Bhils 
arc not excluded from the ranks. In fact there are even now 
serving line bred veterans who have seen Probyn, whose grandfathers 
knew Outram, whose sons arc trained for the Police, and whose 
original homes arc forgotten. 



CHAPTER XiV. 


FAREWELL. 

S O ends the story of the parent of Indian Local Corps. Its life 
was a bare 66 years, and the last 30 of those years were 
peaceful and inactive. 

The bungalow at Dharangaon where Outram and his successors 
lived is pulled down, and its site is occupied by a garden and monu- 
ment. The parade ground is ploughed up and turned into cotton 
The Police have left Dharangaon for Dhulia and Jnigaon. 
The Province itself, shorn of four counties to form part of Nasik 
District, has been further subdivided into two districts of moderate 
si/c. 

The Dangs, the Mewas Stfitcs, and the Akrnni, the last haunts 
of the Bhil freebooters, have been reduced to a state of rospeclabil- 
it}’ bordering on dullness. Only in the occasional years when 
fadure of the monsoon brings failure or distress do the Bhils shew 
signs of their old habits. They never form gangs so powerful 
as not to be easily dealt with by the Police, but there have been 
even of late years outlaws whose daring, cunning and generosity 
have called Robin Hood to mind, who have shewn sport to their 
pursuers, and have died game. 

Could Outran!, or Briggs, or Ovans revisit Khandesh, they 
would hardly recognize the country, and if they did, they would 
probably vote it monstrously uninteresting. Intersected with rail- 
ways and roads, almost every available acre under the plough, the 
Province is one of the mainstays of the Bombay cotton market. 
Prosaic and commercial it may be, yet there is a charm about Khan- 
desh. Its people are stay-at-home country folk, with the failings 
of their class, but also their virtues. Hospitality never fails, loyalty 
is permanent, and the remembrance of byegonc days, and the great 
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men who lived in them, ia always fresh. It is true that the people 
are largely illiterate, so that traditions are handed on by word of 
mouth. A farsccing reform may be ascribed to Propert Raja, which 
really was due to Ashbumer Bahadur, or a sporting anecdote be 
related of Probyn which really dates from Outram. What matters 
it ? The spirit is there, though the names be altered. 

The climate has no doubt improved with the I'cmoval of the 
jungle, but it is still not of the best. A roll of officers of the 
Corps from Outram to Probyn is attached. No regimental records 
are available, and the names have been gathered from files and 
gazettes. Further information where possible has been obtained 
from the regiments to which the officers belonged. It is meagre and 
incomplete, but even so it is clear that several good men laid down 
their lives for the Province, after suffering from fever and the 
severity of the climate. 

Outiam was content to spend in Khandesh ten of the best years 
of his life, to found the Bhil Corps, which proved an example to 
many parts of India. Several of the corps modelled on the Khan- 
desh pattern arc still doing good work. Morris and Probyn, to 
mention only two of the most prominent commandants, were content 
to live many years in the Province, and give it of their be»t. Others 
might be named in more recent days who have lived and died in 
and for Khandesh. Wherein the charm lies, why the old Khandesh 
officer should always have an affection for the Province, why men 
are pleased to curse the climate and yet prefer to remain in it, these 
arc questions which admit of many answers. Suffice it to say, that 
the charm exists, and in whatever it may consist, it at any rate is 
the originating cause of this little book. 
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Date. 

1826 May. — Commandant J. Outram, 

Lieut., 23rd Hegiment' N. I. • 

1827. — Commandant, Lieut. Outram. 

Adjutant, ^Lieut. Beck (Re- 
giment not stated).' 

1828. — Commandant, Lieut. Outram. 

Adjutant. Douglas A. Graham, 
Lieut., 19th Regiment N. I. 

1830. — Commandant, Lieut. Outram. 

Adjutant, Thomas Prazer,® 
Lieut. European Regiment, 
attached to the 18th Regiment 
N. I. at Asiygadh. (offleiating 
for Lieut. Graham on leave.) 

1831. — Commandant Lieut. Outram. 

Adjutant, Lieut, Graham. 

1833. — Commandant, Lieut. Outram. 

Adjutant, *W. J. Morris, 
Ensign, 9th Regiment N. I. 
(otBciating for Lieut, Gra- 
ham). 

1834. — Commandant Lieut. Outram. 

Adjutant, Lieut. Graham. 

1836 July,— Commandant Capt. Out- 
ram. 

2nd-in-Commond, Lieut. Graham. 
Adjutant, Lieut. Morris. 


Date 

1835 Norr.— Commandant, Lieut. Gra- 
ham. 

2nd-ln-Command, *Lieut. T. H. 
Browne, Port Adjutant, 
Asirgadh, 23rd Regiment M. I. 

Adjutant, Lieut. Morris. 

1838. — Commandant, Lieut. Graham. 

2nd-in-Command, Lieut. Morris. 

Adjutant, J. W. Auld, ®Lient., 
26th Regiment M. I. 

1841. — Commandant, Capt. Morris. 

2nd-in-Command, Lieut. Auld. 

Adjutant, J.L.P. Hoare, ®Licnt. 
13th Regiment K. I. 

1842. — Commandant, Capt. Morris. 

2nd-in-Command, Lieut. Auld. 

Adjutant. J. Hunter, ^Ensign, * 
4th Regiment (A Rifle Corps) 
all officiating. Capt. Graham 
on deputation. 

1843 . — Commandant, Capt. Graham, 

2nd'in.Command, Capt. Morris. 

Adjutant, Lieut. Auld. 

1844 Feb,— Commandant, Capt. Morris. 


’ Lieutenant Beck died soon after joining. 

2 No further record available. A Captain A.' F. D. Frazer of the 
18th Native Infantry died in 1836. Possibly a mistake in initials ha.s been made. 

^ In 1854 Captain Morris w.xs Brevet Mo j or. He went on long sick leave, 
which Iwd to be extended till January 1858. But he only landed in Bombay, his 
health was so bad that he could do no duty. He was allowed to remain on the 
sick list until he retired in May 1858 on the pension of a Colonel. 

* Lieutenant Browne died on duty in Jamner Taluka. 

’ Ensign 1827. Lieutenant 1838. Appears never to have rejoined his 
Regiment, but to have remained in Civil employ. Gazetted Lieutenant-Colonel, 
18th May 1853. 

« Promoted Captain, February 1850, and immediately transferred to the 
Inv.alid Establishment at his own request. While in Khandesh he fell sick, and 
had to ask to leave the Corps. 

* Afterw.srds Brigade Major at Baroda and Staff Officer at Shikarpuf. 
Weqt to Europe on sick leave in 1847, aj>d retired in 1861. 
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Date. 


1844 July.— Commandant T j, ^ 
Ovx’l-fn^O.AFnmanj'l V a . 


[ Morris. 


2nd>in-Command 
Adjutant . J ^ 

1844 Aug. — Commandant Capt. Morris. 
2nd in-Command| Copt. Auld. 
Adjutant, James Rose, Lieut., 
^ISth Regiment N. I. 

1845. — Commandant, Capt. Morris. 

'• 2nd-in-Command, Capt. Auld. 
3rd-in-Command, Lieut, Rose. 
Adjutant, H. W. d’Arcy 
®Lieut. 1st Grenadier Regi- 
ment N. 1. 

1848. — Commandant, Capt. Morris. 

2nd-in-ComDaand', Lieut. Rose. 
3rd-ln-Command, C.. P. Rigby, 
.. Lieut., 16th Regiment N.!. 
Adjutant Lieut. d’Arcy. 

1849. — Commandant Capt. Morris. 

2nd-in-Command, Lieut. Rigby. 
3rd'in'Command F.' A. C. Kane,*® 
Lieut., 16th Regiment K. I. 
Officiating.Lieut.Rosc on leave. 
Adjutant, Lieut. d'Arcy. 

1850. — Commandant, Capt. Morri.s. 

2nd-in-Cammaud, Capt. Rose. 
3rd-in-Command, Lieut. Kane. 
Adjutant, Lieut. d’Arcy. 

1851. — Commandant, Ciipt. Morri.s. 

2nd in-Commund, Capt. Rose. 
3rd-in-Coniniand, Lieut. Kane. 


Date. 

Adjutant, F. W. M. Atkins 
liLieut., 20th Regiment N. I. 
1862.— Commandant, Capt. Morris. 
2nd-in-Command, Capt. Rose. 
3rd-in-Command, F. G. Newn- 
ham, Lieut., 23rd Regiment 
N. I. 

Adjutant, Lieut. Atkins. 

1856. — Commandant, Capt , Rose. 

2nd in-Coromand, Lieut. Kewn- 
ham. 

3rd-in-Commai)d { Lieut. 
Adjutant < j Atkins. 

1856. — Commandant, Major A.’- M. 

Haselwood, 3rd Regiment 
N. I. 

2nd-in-Command, Capt. H. 

Birch, 31st Regiment N. I. 
3rd-in-Command, Lieut. Atkins. 
Adjutant Lieut. Kennedy. 

1857. -l8i K. B. C. 

Commandant, Major Hasel- 
wood. 

2nd-in-Commnnd, Capt. H. F. 

Davies, 29th Regiment N. I. 
Adjutant, Lieut. A. Bell. 

2nd K. B. C. 

Commandant, Capt. Birch. 

2nd in-Command, Lieut. Atkins. 
Adjutant, Lieut. T. Thatcher, 
11 th*^ Regiment hi. I. 


® Commanded the Satara Local Corps 1858-1861. Retired in 1861 as Major. 

^ Retired in 1853 as Lieutenant. , 

1“ Sent back to his regiment 1852. Was Assistant Magistrate in Thana, 
Ahmednagar and Khandesh. Retired in 1861 as Major. 

11 No trace found of tliis officer after 1861. In 1857 lie was transferred for 
u short time to .Ihmedabad as Assistant Superintendent of Police, 

12 Ensign 1828. I.ieutenant 1833, Captain 1844. Served at ttie siege and 
surrender of Mooltan, 1848-49. Was on staff duty from 1849. Proceeded on 
sick leave. May 1859. Died on leave 22nd January 1860. 

12 Afterwards served as D, S. P., Ahmednagar and Poona, and commanded 
the 28th, 20th and 11th Regiments Native Infantry successively. Retired in 1881 
as Major General, 
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Between 1858 and 1860 many changes, 
substantive and officiating occurred. 
Some of the officers named appear never 
actually to have joined. 

Lieut. Atkins officiated in 
Command of both Isf and 
2nd K. B. C. 

I.icut. Thatcher officiated as 
2nd-in-Command, 1st K. 
B. C. 

• Captain C. T. Palin, 19th 
Itcgimant N. I. was 2nd-in 
Command, 1st K.B.C. 

Lieut. Stanley Scott, 2nd 
European Regiment I,. I. 
was Adjutant and officiated 
as 2nd in-Command, 2nd 
K.B.C. 

Lieut. O, Probyn, Invalid 
Establishment, was Adju- 
tant, 2nd K.B.C,, and offi- 
ciated as 2nd in-Command, 
1st K.B.C. 

Major Arthur was Comman- 
dant, 1st K.B.C. 


Date. 

Capt. A. W. Graham was 
2nd-in-Command, 1st K. 
B.C. 

Lieut. G. R. Goodfellow, 
1.5th Regiment N. I. was 
Adjutant 2nd K.B.C. 

Lieut. C. Grant, 6th Regi- 
ment X. I. was Comman- 
dant, 2nd K.B.C. 

Capt. W. Rice, 25th Regi- 
ment N. L. I. was Com- 
mandant, 2nd K.B.C. 

In I860 the 2nd Khandesh Bhil 
Corps was abolished. 

1860. — Commandant Lieut. Atkins. 

2nd-in Command, Lieut. Probyn. 

Srd-in-Command, Capt. S. Scott. 

Adjutant, Lieut. Stanley Bell, 
2nd Regiment K. I. 

1862 — Commandant, CapL Probyn. 

2nd-in-Comm.nnd, Capt, S. 
Scott. 

Adj ut’int, Lieut. H. S. Danicll,!* 
Adjutant Guzarat Irregular 
Horse. 3rd Light Cavalry. 


11 Promoted Captain 1874. Subsequently rose to be Lieutenant Colonel. 
For many ye.irs Chief Constable of Herfordshire. 
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